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OVER 60 MODELS
INCLUDINE WORLD'S MOST
COMPLETE SELECTIOR OF

CLASS RACERS

and "Flying-Stern’’ models!

49 ,

by
Custom-Craft

WORLD'S MOST COMPLETE LINE
OF REAL PERFORMANCE BOATSI

Boat: racing enthusiasts will find the :
they'rg looking for. among the over 60 models being
offered for 1956. There are A-B, €D BStock and 3-
point hydros, the  Jet, Hurricane . and Thunderbolt
Racing Series. Only Custom-Craft festures the exclu-
give “Flying Stern’” which increases speed, stability
and maneuverabllity. Custom-Craft also -has the most
complete line of dipghies, skiffs, inboard and ouiboard
ut#lties and runshouts, crulsers and sailing dinghies
in “the industry. They're easler to assemble, better
deslgned and contain the' best materigls aveilable. Bee
the 1956 Custom-Craft lne before Fon bu; A
Boat kit!

Send 35c¢ for BIG 1956 CATALOG

SPEGIAL OFFER: Send $1.00 and gst the big 1356
kit cataldg PLIIS  valuable book “‘Bost- Selection,
Operation and Maintenance.""

Leak-Procf Your Boat

and End Annual
-Painting, Calking!

SUPER - XXX RESIN

New Custom-Craft Armor-
(ilazs is easy to apply on
any wood bost, big or
amall. Adds strenzth and
against detbrioratlon, Never needs painting.
uses. SEND 10¢ for FOLDER amil

protects
Hundreds of ¥
measuring chart or send” §1.00 for folder and TWO
valuable booklets ““How to use Armor-Glass’” and How
to build fiberglas boat or car body.”” PATCH-REPAIR

KIT! %5—includes generpus supply Armor-Glass plus

plan for tool or tackle hox,

Over 150 Modern Plans
with
Full-Size Patterns

Build your own boat the
modern way . . - the Cuse
tom-Craft way, with large
seale bujldlng plans plus full
size pAper pAtferns.
time, effort and money! Cus-
tom-Craft has the World's
largest selection of up to
the minute designs {or boats
of all types:, Recing classes,
ernisers, inboards, ootboards,
sailbegts, ete. :

ALL TYPES
6 to 35 fi.

Racing cnthusiasts especiglly will like the wide selac-
tion of class racing designs featuring A-E, CD Btock
and three polnt hydros, famous “‘Cracker Box'" and
many other championshp designs. Alse many e.\'cluaiv‘e;,
Custom-Craft designs such as the famous “‘Tontoon
racers and “Flylng Stern’” models. ANl Custom-Craft
plans are complete with Instroetions and hints on
' huilding. Send for eomplete detalls today!

SEND 35c FOR 1956 CATALOG
1955 Catalog PLUS helpful booklet on boat

WARINE BUYER'S GUIDE

World’s largest, most com-
plete catalog of full racing
and speedBoat' accessories,
general: beat hardware, fit-
tings, paint, marine engines,
conversions, kits and hun-

HARDWARE et
dreds of other hargains.
TGS CATALOG 35¢

Coiclog PLUS bqoklef “How to paint, outfit and
your boat,”- $1.00.

exdct boat

Baves.

only $1.00 (Tells the A-B-C's of boat"
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Top: Skipperettes who like to relax and chat on the water find the smooth comfort
and super silence they want in this Dunphy runabout powered by the new Mercury
Mark 30 Outboard Motor, The Mark 30, which has just been introduced in the 1956
line of Mercury Motors, has 30 horsepower and four in-line cylinders.

Lower: A Custom-Craft “Thunderbalt Sea-Going’ Kit Boat Model PB-290F. Length
15 ft., beam 63 in., depth forward 31 in., after 22 in. (See ad in this issue for
Custom-Craft.) Power is the famous Mercury in-line four cylinder alternate firing
“Mark 55/ the ideal engine for this ““Thunderbolt Sea-Going.”
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Dear Sir:

Please accept the thanks and apprecia-
tion of the entire membership of Valley
Speedboat Association for the excellent
coverage given our Speedboat Rodeo”
television show in the January and Febru-
ary issues ot Speed and Spray magazine.

In addition to the many local inquiries
about Stock Outboard Racing, we have
received letters from interested people
throughout the country. The enclosed
copies of my letters prove your articles
have attracted attention in every corner
of the United States.

Hoping vou will continue your fine ar-
ticles an “Speedboat Rodeo,” 1 remain,
Sincerely yours,

BILLIE MITCHELL

Valley Speedboat Association
1705 Miralinda Drive

South San Gabriel, Calif.

Ed. Note: The following is one of the
many letters mailed as answers fo in-
quiries received by Valley Speedboat As-
sociation.

Paul Ashkenas

2147 Starling Avenue
Bronx 62, New York
Dear Paul:

Yes, indeed, T will he most happy to
send you information on hydroplane rac-
ing. You state in your letter you are 15
vears old—that is a good age to get started
in A Stock Hydro. Enclosed with this let
ter is a brochure prepared by our club in
which yon will find the information you
requested, Tlowever, we suggest vou con-
sult somebdy familiar with hoat racing in
vour arca. The APBA Stock Outboard
Chairman would be able to refer you to
a teliable dealer—write Joe Timmons, Cold
Spring Rd., Liverpool; N.Y.

You mention reading in Speed and
Spray magazine about the 12-vear-old boy
racing at our “Speedhoat Rodeo.” That is
Ronnie Hill, already a veteran of one full
year of racing and one of the finest little
drivers in the country, Perhaps vou will
be interested to know he won the “Iligh
Point Trophy™ for his A Runabout Class.
[le earned more points than any other
driver in that class over the 13 week
period of televised racing.

Thanks for your letter, Paul, and good
Tuck to you.

Sincerely,
BILLIE MITGHELL, Secretary
Valley Speedboat Association

" Dear Sir:

I am a racing fan and T really go for
it, even though I am only 10 years old. It
is a thrilling sport and dn exciting one
too. 1 read your magazine Speed and

SPEED and SPRAY, APRIL, 1956
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Spray, it is a wondertul one. It shows
plenty of racing for me and other racing
enthusiasts too. Keep it coming.
Sincerely yours,
LOYD CHRISTOEHER
747 Golden Cate Ave,
Point Richmond 3, Calif.

Dear Sir:

Clad to see your magazine back and
better than ever. Will subscribe as soon
as I get back to the States and get my
new base. Am sending along a check to
cover my ad to be placed in the Apri
and May issue.

Yours truly,
LT. COL. W. G. GARDNER
AFS MAAG Formosa
APQO 63, San Francisco, Calif.

Dear Sir:

I feel as though I should let you know
why T have neglected to renew my sub-
seription to your very fine publication, as
it is knowledge of problems such as this
that will enable vou to maintain your
circulation.

I am in the USAT and, at present, am
attending the A & E Mechanics Course
here. I expect lo [inish in February. (The
last week), and then, T will receive my
assignment Lo a permanent station. I waited
to renew my subscerption until T found
out where my next address will be. Espec-
ially whether it will be in the U.S. or
OVELSEAS,

Being marooned in the middle of the
Great Plains, I appreciate more than ever,
the excellent coverage of boat racing and
witter sports in your great magazine.

I follow inboard racing while I am at
home in California and occasionally work
in the pits.

[ hope to whip together a 48 cu. in.
hydro as soon as my hitch is up.

I would like to sce un article on the pro-
gress being made with outhoard prop-rid-
ers. | understand that Hugh Entrop and
Ted Jones have working along these lines,

and have come up with a real sereamer..

A loyal reader,
JOHN BRADLEY, A/3¢
AF195369135
3755th STURON
Sheppard Air Force Base
Wichita Falls, Texas

Dear Sir: 7

May I be among the many to congratu-
late vou on your publication of Speed
and Spray.

My two sons and myself derive a lot
of pleasure out of reading this little mag-
azine of much news and portrayals.

Of particular interest to me was the

story in the February issue by Kent Hitch-
cock, (Donald Duck.) Hope we may hear
more of Ted Peterson and his newly ac-
quired Wildcat from time to time. It’s fel-
lows like Peterson. and Terheggan that
prove the advance in power boating,

For the benefit of the begmner and
Power Boat fans I would like to see an
article written explaining the rules and
regulations of the different classes of racing.

Sincerely yours,
ROY V. CLAYTON
676 E. High St,
Waynesburg, Pa,

Dear Sir:

I wish to say a few words about your
magazine.

When wyou first started printing this
magazine in 1952 you had different colored
covers each month, with many photographs
with artieles that were quite long, of boat-
ing events that told of the writer's opinions,
conceptions of the races, and water con-
ditions, and all of this was for 30c.

Now since you have started reprinting
the magazine is not as thick and the
cover photographs are in black and white
with the same borders each month, and all
ot this for 35c. T would say there are as
many photographs now as there were then,
but the writers don’t say much, and for
each event, just about all the writer does
is list the runners in the race and that's
all. Why don't they say more about the
pits, water and exceptional drivers?

I write this letter as a compliment and
a complaint. T would say that there are
some boaters that feel the way T do. T en-
joy your magazine immensely and the
photographs are exceptionally good, The
features by Kent Hitchcock like his articles
about Don Camphbell and Seattle’s Sea Fair
are well written and have many interesting
photographs inserted.

Sincerely yours,
TOM BROUGH
A starved for Speed and Spray Reader
3329 Elsmere Road
Shaker Heights 20, Ohio

Dear Sirs:

I just finished reading your January
issue of Speed and Spray. Add my praises
to the long List.

1 was especially interested in your ar-
ticle on Mr. Campbell and his water-
bourne blowtorch as I am sooner or later
planning to build 2 hull of the same hind.

Could you possibly forward me an ad-
dress where 1 can get in touch with Dou?
I've been rummaging around for around
three months now with no lack,

In case voure interested, way up here
in the Northlands most of us on or near
the Wisconsin River race with the WOA
boys (Wisconsin  Outhoard Association ).
Right now I'm doing a little research work
on the fabled Bourke powerplant. BReal
interesting. (Bring on Mr. Kiekhaefer's
new C’s now!)

Well, thanks for the time, Any help
appreciated.

Sincerely, i
BILL ATWELL
Atwell Racing Enterprises
Stevens Point \Wise,

5
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Spring Qutfitting .

FOR PLEASURE BOATERS

Presented Through the Courtesy of O. B. C.

Better motors for family use is
the aim of the cutboard motor man-
ufacturers this year. Since out-
board boating has become as much
a family affair as the old-fashioned
ice cream social, motors have been
called upon to serve a new and
varied list of needs. In the face of
the additional duties that the
motors are called upon to perform,
the entranee of the women and
children into the sport has made it
necessary that the motors be light-
er, easier to operate and quieter.

The 1956 line of outboards fills
this bill. The new motors feature
added power, colorstyling and
simplicity of operation as well as
quieter running at all speeds.

Manufacturers have expanded
their lines to include more high
horsepower models to provide 'a
greater selection of heavy duty
motors for water skiing, cruising,
off-shore or deepwater fishing and
other water sports. Also, the trend
toward large runabouts and other
cruiser-type boats makes the in-
crease in horsepower necessary.

Motors are quieter this year.
Through new mourting methods,
changes in valve construction and
other silencing devices, the engi-
neers have been able to remove
much of the thunder while adding
to the lightning.

Long cruises or extended fishing
trips required a tremendous
amount of gas at one time. The 1956

What's New for '56 in Outboard Motors

The 1956 Mercury line, produced by KIEKHAE-

Me;t:l..l.ry Mrk‘ 55

FER CORP., Fond du Lac, Wis., will include 10
motors. The most powerful of the 1956 models is the
Mark 55 four cylinder, electric-starting motor that
is rated by the manufacturer at 40-horsepower. This
model is complete with a 12 volt electric generator
and battery that permits the use of horns, lights,
radio, bilge pump and other accessories. The 20-
horsepower Mark 25E and the 30-horsepower Mark

30E are available in either manual or electric starting models. Dyna-
Flo engine suspension is standard on the 20, 30 and 40-horsepower units.
The entire line features anti-friction bearings, waterproof magnetos and
Pplugs, one-piece gear cases and a clutch driven ‘propeller that cuts shear
pin loss. The two-tone color combinations of last yéar are continued and
several new colers have been added. g,

THE LAUSON COMPANY, New Holstein, Wis.,

offers their four-cycle air-cooled line in three models.
The Lauson three Horsepower single, the Lauson 6-
borsepower twin and the Lauson Twin with neutral-
torward shift. The line features automotive-type car-
buretion and the four-cycle system eliminates the
usual mixing of oil with the fuel.

I.uus;:m 6

motors - are equipped with fuel
saving devices that greatly reduce
the amount of gasoline required to.
operate an outboard.,

The 1956 outboards weigh less
per horsepower than the 1955
motors. And, of great interest to the
familyman, the 1956 motors cost
less per unit of horsepower than at
anytime in the history of the out-
board industry. _

Important changes in color-styl-
ing and basic design give the 1956
motors the flash and modern profile
associated with the finest sports
cars. Mink coat luxury has been
combined with bargain basement
costs to give the nation’s boaters
the best line of outboard motors
ever to leave an assembly line.

Accessories
and Supplies

Cruise maps, floor mats, motor
oils, spotlights and countless other
items fall into the catch-all cate-
gory of accessories and supplies. Tt
would be possible to go boating
without any of the accessories and
the boater wouldn’t necessarily

Nautaform ield

Nautaform Sport Windshields,
introduced in the 1956 market by
ALUMINUM MARINE HARD-

WARE CO., Auburn, N. Y., have
‘a special flexibility that fits them

to any shape outboard boat with-

SPEED and SPRAY, APRIL, 1956




CHAMPION MOTORS CO., 1325 N.E.
Minneapolis 18; Minn., steps into the 1956 motor
parade with a light-weight 161%4-horsepower Deluxe
Pacemaker unit that is claimed to be the most pow-
erful stock motor for its size ever built. Large bore,
short stroke engineering permits a compactness of de-
sign that pares the weight down to a mere 58 pounds.
Other features of the motor are “Magic Wand” one
hand control.of throttle and shifting, a spring-cush- Champion 16%2
ioned power shift and roller bearings. A standard Pacemaker 161%-horse-
power motor is available with shifting and steering facilities designed to
be used in steering wheel-equipped boats. Three other motors complete the
Champion line. A 7.8-horsepower unit is available with the “Magic Wand’
control of steering, throttle and shifting. The Guide Six, an alternate firing,
6-horsepower unit is priced for the budget-minded angler. The Guide Four,
holder of an endurance run of 15,412 hours of operation, prov:des 4 horse-
power pep in “pocketwatch” weight.

CORSAIR OUTBOARD MOTOR €O., 2700 Win-
ter St., Minneapolis 13, Minn., sends four models to
the 1956 market that offer boaters power ratings from
5-horsepower to 30-horsepower. The entire line fea-'
tures twist-grip speed control, “Pump-0-Matic” fuel
tank, gear shift drive, rubber float steering mount,
easy access power head, drop catch automatic recoil
starter, shock absorber propeller and anti-friction
bearings. The 30-horsepower model offers electric

.Cnrsair 30
starting as original or as optional equipment. Remote controls are avail-
able for the 30-horsepower unit. The line is completed by a TY-horsepower

and a 16-horsepower model.

EVINRUDE MOTORS, 4143 N. 27th Street, Mil-
waukee, Wis., has increased the 1956 line by four
models over the 1955 series. These new motors in-
corporate easier starting; reduced fuel consumption
and a lighter, more ecompact, faster working electric
starter for the larger models. Three new 30-horse-
power models, a deluxe electri¢ starting high-styled
model called the Lark and both electric starting and = ¥ ;
‘manually-operated Big Twins replace last year's 25 Evinrude Lark 30
horsepower units. Other additions to the line include an electric-starting
15-horsepower Fastwin, a 10-horsepower Sportwin and a. 5.5-horsepower
Fisherman. A manual-starting 15-horsepower Fastwin, a 7.5-horsepower
Fleetwin and a 3-horsepower Lightwin complete the 1956 line. The de-

_crease in fuel consumption by the 30-horsepower models 'is made pos-
sible through the new “Cruis-Throttle,” a redesigned cam which automati-
cally synchronizes carburetion-ignition ratios to best operational efficiency.
At cruising speeds the 30-horsepower units will consume less fuel than did
the 25-horsepower motors.

manufactured by GALE PRODUCTS of Galesburg,
I11., has been boosted to a full 25-horsepower. The big
power plant. features spark and throttle control in
the twist-grip steering handle. The motor, boasting
“muted drive,” has a full gearshift range of forward,
neutral and reverse. Fuel is carried in a separate six
gallon tank. Manual or electric starting is available
in the 25 and the Deluxe 12-horsepower models. A
standard 12-horsepower motor is a self-contained unit having the tank on
the motor. A deluxe five horsepower and a deluxe and standard three
horsepower round out.the line. ;

The Brooklure motors of SPIEGEL, INC., 1061 W. 35th St., Chicago
9, IIL., keep pace with the swing to more horsepower by bolstering their
1956 line with a 25-horsepower unit available in either electiric or manual
starting models. Four other models in three power divisions complete the
line. The Brooklure 12-horsepower and deluxe 5-horsepower models offer
complete gearshifting. The standard 5-horsepower and the lightweight 3-
horsepower motors have 360 degree pivoting and integral fuel tanks.

Buccaneer 25
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The big motor in the 1956 line of Buccaneer models '

-Accessories

and Supplies

out re-cutting. The wrap-around
windshields can be installed on
any boat regardless of age or degk
crown in five minutes. Made of
molded scratch-resistant plexiglas,
the windshields are available in
tinted tones or clear.

AMERICAN PAD & TEX-
TILE CO., Greenfield, O., makers

of Tapatco products, offers a new
safety jacket for children. The

1956 edition is a bright erange-

colored vest covered with high-
couni sheeting and filled with
prime Java kapok, hand stuffed
in waterproof vinyl inserfs. The
jacket comes with adjustable front
straps with safety buckles and the
have to use the best supplies, but
boating is far more enjoyable be-
eause of the addition of these qual-
ity products.

In this group as in the others,
the great emphasis is upon the
family afloat.

Tapatco Stay-A-Float
patented Tapatco croich straps.
The Tapatco line is rounded out
with a complete selection of boat
cushions, motor covers, boat cov-
ers, ring buoys, reel boots and re-
lated items.

Arnolt Ivalite Knob

The ARNOLT CORP., Warsaw,
Ind., introduces a new control knob
as standard equipment on the Tva-
lite marine spotlight. The new knob
is triangular shaped, thus providing
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GAMBLE SKOGMO, INC., 15 N. Eig 3 (-
Minneapolis 8, Minn., presents a completely new line
of six Hiawatha motors for 1956. The leader of the
grup is an improved 714-horsepower model offering
“Bailmaster,” a new boat bailer, an improved gear
shift and a separate fuel supply that requires no
pumping. Spring mounting and underwater exhaust
provide quiet operation. The Hiawatha line is com- _
pleted by the 3.6-horsepower and full-shift 5-horse.  Hiawatha 7.5
power models and a runabout-inspired 16-horsepower model. The most
powerful motor of the 1956 grouping is a 30—h0rsep0war unit available in
either electric starting or manual starting models.

The most important changes in the Sea-Bee line
offered by GOODYEAR TIRE & RUBBER Co.,
Akron 16, O., have been made in the 12-horsepower
model. Air intake silencers on the carburetor and the
lower unit are mounted in rubber on stern bracket
and the shrouding of the powerhead is sealed to a
¥ pan at the bottom thus achieving a new silence of
Sea Bee 25 operation. The other major improvement is the re-

moval of the integral gas-tank and the adoption of a
separate six gallon tank. This model is also adaptable to Goodyear’s
Bo’Sun remote controls. The big motor of the line is a 25-horsepower unit
that is the same in engineering and design as the 22-horsepower motor of
last year. The bore has been increased and thereby the motor gains in
horsepower. The electric starting unit available with the 25-horsepower
model is much improved being four pounds lighter in weight and capable
of turning over the motor faster with a lower battery charge.

JOHNSON MOTORS, Waukegan, Tll., expanded
their line to include nine motors in six power sizes in-
stead of four. The 25-horsepower models of 1955 have
been replaced with 30-horsepower units. The top
motor of the new Johnson line is the Javalin, an
electric-starting, remote controlled unit designed pri-
marily for runabouts and outboard cruisers. Two
additional 30-horsepower motors are available in
standard models featuring either manual or electric Johnson Javalin 30
starting. Supplementing the 30-horsepower models is a 15-horsepower
motor to serve the smaller runabouts. The expansion of line continues in
the lower horsepower range with a 714-horsepower model as well as oul-
boards of 3, 514 and 10-horsepower motors. The “Seghorse green” color
that had so long been associated with Johnson Motors has been discarded
this year in favor of a stylish “Holiday bronze” keyed to the colors used
on family runabouts. Mechanically the new line lists an elliptical pull
starter and a fuel saver on the 30-horsepower units, an improved electric
starting system and a “stall-proof” idle stop.

Voyager outboards, produced by OUTBOARD
MOTORBRANDS, INC., P. 0. Box 994, Minne-
apolis, Minn., reaches the 1956 market in four models.
Most powerful of the quartet is a lightweight 15-
horsepower motor. The motor offers forged steel con-
necting rods, dual internal rotary valves, twist-grip
control, co-pilot steering and a separate fuel tank.

o

in 7.8-horsepower, 6-horsepower, and a 4.2-horse-
power “Fisherman’s Special.”

WEST BEND ALUMINUM CO., West Bend,
Wis., places five motors in the 1956 parade of out-
board power plants with 514, T4, 12 and 25-horse-
power units and a 2-horsepower air-cooled, single
cylinder model. Standard equipment includes twist-
grip control, full gearshift, one piece fiber-glass covers
and six gallon fuel caddys for the 12 and 25-horse-
power models.

Voyager 15

West Bend 25

In addition to the “15,” Voyager motors are available

better gripping for small hands or

" heavily gloved hands. Made of
ivory bakelite, the new knob may
be obtained at small cost by pres-
ent Ivalite owners.

Attwood Seaflite Steering Wﬁeel

The Seaflite steering wheel in-
troduced this year by ATWOOD
BRASS WORKS, 303 Douglas St.,
Grand Rapids, Mich., is a depar-
ture from the conventional boat
steering wheel design. The new
wheel features swept-back spoke,
hooded medallion and a narrow
rim. Grips on either side of the
wheel have new horizontal fAuting
aimed at providing a more secure
grip and easier handling. The Sea-
flite wheel is available in red, blue,
green, black or Holiday Bronze.
The wheel, made of plastic, is 15
inches in diameter.

GULF OIL CORP., Gulf Build-
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa., producers of
Gulfpride Outboard gear lubricant,
Gulfpride Marine Outboard Oil
and a hypoid type gear Iubricant,
offer outboarders a tour service to
many of the nation’s water ways.
Charts, guides and booklets are
available free through Gulf Cruise-
guide Bureau, 17 Battery Place,
New York, N, Y.

SOCONY MOBIL OIL CO.,
INC., 26 Broadway, New York 4,
N. Y., offers a revised set of cruis-
ing maps to the waterways of the
nation as a contribution to better
boating in 1956. The new guides
show radio beacons, lighthouses
and indicate distance between
ports. There are four guides: One,
from Eastport, Maine to Barnegat
Inlet, N. J. Two, from Sandy Hook,
N. J., to Jacksonville, Fla., includ-
ing Delaware and Chesapeake Bays
and the Ohio River. Three, New
York waterways, the Great Lakes
and the Mississippi River. Four,
the Pacific Coast from Puget Sound
to S8an Diego, Cal. For cleaner en-
gines Socony Mobil has added a
new rust inhibitor to Mobiloil Out-
board.
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WESTERN AUTO SUPPLY CO., heads their
1956 line with a 25-horsepower, 4-cylinder Wizard
motor that is being made available in either manual
or electric starting models. The big Wizard features
dual earburetion in conjunction with the 4-in-line
alternate firing cylinder arrangement for smoother
operation, A gearshift control is located just above the
clamp bracket. Electric starting models come com-
plete with generator. The entire Wizard line features
Wizard 25 separate fuel tanks. The line is completed by 5, 10,

and 12-horsepower models.

SCOTT-ATWATER MFG. CO. INC., Minne-
apolis, Minn., keeps pace with the demand for motors
of higher horsepower with the introduction of a 33-
horsepower model to their 1956 line. The new motor
adds a convenience for water skiers in that it incor-
porates a built-in tow ring. The big motor offers auto-
matic tiller settings and a “Squeeze primer” in the
fuel line for faster starts. The new line is rounded out
by 16, 10, 714, 5 and 3.6-horsepower units. Proven Scott-Atwater 33
features of former years that are carried over into the 1956 line are: snap-
off hood, shock absorber propeller with the “aquablade,” automatic bailer,
“hush-spring” mounting and air intake silencer.

SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO., 925 S. Homan
Ave., Chicago 7, Ill., have included new 514-horse-
power and 71l4-horsepower models in their 1956 line
of Elgin motors. These new motors have the dash-
board-type control panel and other features similar
to the Elgin 12-horsepower and 25-horsepower models
introduced last year. These features are silencers on
carburetor and exhaust and a fiberglass engine cover
that muffles motor hum. The gearshift lever is located
in the control panel for easy accessibility. Twist-grip speed control and a
41j-gallon separate fuel tank are also standard equipment. Remote speed
and gearshift controls are available as optional equipment on both models.
Along with the new 51/4- and 714- horsepower units, Elgin offers a 2-horse-
power motor and 12 and 25-horsepower units. The 12 and 25 models are
available with extra-long shafts at additional cost.

Elgin 25

MONTGOMERY WARD & CO., 619 W. Chicago
Ave., Chicago 7, 1ll., has expanded their Sea King
line of outboard motors. Leading the power parade
are two 25-horsepower models featuring either man-
ual or electric starting. New 12-horsepower units are
available with electric starting or automatic rewind
manual starting. A gear-shift has been added to the
five-horsepower motor and provision has been made

Sea King 25 to equip the “5” with a remote control and separate
' fuel system. A 30-pound, 3-horsepower unit rounds out the line that fea-
tures two-tone color styling and the “sonic-quiet” performance.

THE OLIVER CORP,, 108 South McCamly St.,
Battle Creek, Mich., celebrates their second year in
the outboard motor field by adding a third motor to
their line. The new addition is a 35-horsepower model
featuring electric starting as standard equipment with
a 12-volt battery included in the purchase price. Quiet
operation is assured through rubber mounting and
the use of poppet valves which also increase efficiency S
and horsepower. Designed for the outboard cruisers Oliver 35
and larger runabouts, the 85 is equipped with “Tilt-A-Matic” which allows
inboard control over the verticle angle of the motor. Oliver completes the
1956 line with a 15-horsepower unit and a 51%4-horsepower model.
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Ketcham & McDougall Aqua Panel

Aqua panel, an instrument panel
for outboard boats, joins the 1956
line offered by KETCHAM & Mec-
DOUGALL, Roseland, N. J. The
new panel is especially designed
for electric starting boats and cen-
ters the Agua Meter speedometer
between choke and starter buttons.
Additional holes are provided for
switches for lights, horn or pump,
The panel is shipped with all
switch mounting holes covered by
chromium plated brass snap-out

plugs.

Lafayette floor mats

THE LAFAYETTE SUPPLY
CO., West Lafayette, O., spotlights
15 pages of new items in their 1956
catalog of boating accessories.
Ranging from motor hoods on
page two to an anchor rope on
page 15, the catalog runs the full
scale of equipment. Page seven in-
troduces the boat mats which are
designed to fit practically all boats
and not only add to the good looks
of the boat, but prevent slipping
and noise. Too, the mats are engi-
neered to catch dirt and their easy
removal makes for simpler “house-
keeping” aboard.

Touch-up paints to match the
original factory finish is being made
available by TEMPO PROD-
UCTS, 2075 E. 65th St., Cleveland,
0. The 1956 color-styled motors
require entirely new touch-up col-
ors and the Tempo line packs these
matching shades in push-button

spray cans. In addition to the

touch-up paints, Tempo will offer a
full line ranging from bronze bot-
tom paints and spar varnish to spe-
cial finishes for boat trailers.
(Continued on page 22)
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Coming dewn the homestretch in front is Howard Hibbert of Miami in Forest Johnson’s, Jr. Prowler, with Miami's Howard Abbey
close behind in the Hurricane. The two craft went over the finish line in that order in the E & F Service race of the Biscayne Bay'
Regatta at Miami's Haulover Beach.

BISCAYNE BAY REGATTA

OUNG Don Wilson of Dearborn, Mich., and talented Chris

Emeston of West Palm Beach, Fla., raced off with the
lion’s share of the prize money in the 43rd annual Biscayne Bay
Regatta held Saturday and Sunday (Jan. 28-29) ot Haulover
Beach.

Wilson,a 23-year-old “veteran” who recently graduated from
Rollins College, gave his inboard rivals 4 sound trouncing in
the 135 and 266 cubic inch hydro events. 3

Timing his starts beautifully, Wilson, driving for Bill Ritner
of Gladwyne, Pa., made clean sweeps in both races as he
scored a perfect four for four.

In addition te the prize money Wilson also walked off with
the Miami Jayeees Past Presidents trophy, which is awarded
annually to the winner of the 266 race.

In the opening 266 heat Wilson, driving the Wa Wa Too,
the same craft in which Henry Lauterbach of Hampton, Va.
drove to victory in the Orange Bowl Regatta’s Grand Prix, was
past the finish line before the sceond boat, driven by his older,
brother Stu Wilson of Ft. Lauderdale, had entercd the final turn.

Stu took almost as bud a beating in the second heat in
his Sabre.

In the opening test Louis Nuta, Jr. was third in Tommy
Core’s Miami Boy and in the final heat CGeorge Smith of Mt.

10

Holly, N. J. took third in his Jersey Devil, when Nuta’s craft
conked ont.

In the 135 young Don was just as proficient. He beat Boh
ITamilton of Ft. Lauderdale, with Wayne Scaman of Miami
third and in the second spin he outraced Deke Fugate of Ft.
Lauderdale with Seaman again finished third, !

TIn the stock outboard races on Saturday Erneston, 35-year-
old produce dealer, was almost as rough on his rivals as Wilson.

In the cight heats he drove, Chris scored five firsts and three
seconds racing in hulls he borrowed from his friend Gus Carves,

“Boy, these new hulls are terrific, much better than my old
hulls. T'm going to have two built just like them,” said the
happy Erneston.

Sharing the outhoard honors with Chris was Miamils Don
Baldaccini, who had two firsts, three seconds and a third.

Skipper Ritter, the 19-year-old darc-devil from Hallandale,
Fla,, who only the week before dominated the Miami Winter
Outboard Regatta, had tough luck with his starts,

He was disqualificd on three occasions for jumping the
gun. Nevertheless Skipper wound up with two firsts, a second
and a fourth.

The Biscayne Bay Regatta was staged by the Miami
Jumior Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by the City
of Miami.
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Receiving congratulations from Biscayne Bay Regotia chairman Major Threlkeld, right is Don Wilson of
Dearborn, Mich., winner of the Miami Jaycees’ Past President’s Trophy. In the center is Bill Ritner of
Glaydwyne, Pa., owner of the boats Wilson drove.
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Qut in front all alone in the 266 cubic inch hydro race is Don Wilson of Dearborn, Mich. driving Bill
Ritner's Wa Wa Too. Don drove in four heats of 135 and 266 events and won them all.
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A close race between Frank
Yernon (foreground) and Jim
Watson in the 136 cubic inch in-
board class is witnessed by spec-
tators on the stroightaway.

CREEPSTAKES REGATTA

How Some Speedboat Drivers Have Fun

PHOTOSTCRY BY HAROLD J. FLECKNOE “

Closeup of one of the drivers
shows the “creepers” used by
the drivers competing in the re-
gatta. They also wore crash hel-
mets, mechanics’ overalls and
heavy gloves. The creepers nor-
mally are used by automobile
mechanics working under cars.

Entries in the “Officials’ Race”

wait for the starting signal. Left

to right: Al Bauer, nationally-

known powerboat regatta an-

nouncer; Bill Pratt; Joe Hanneon
and Edward Murphy.

TR
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Just like in o regular regatta, Announcer Al Bauer (left, with dark |
rimmed glasses) holds o drivers’ mesting fo brief contestants on
rules for the event. Bauer is considered one of the best regatta |

. announcers living.

HAT do speedboat drivers do for “kicks™ belore the regular
season begins?

Most just tinker with their hoats. swap stories of past clories
with racing biiddies or wait impatientls for the [irst regatta
to begin.

Members of the Gapital Power Boat Association. however,
put on an annual event that temporarily satisfies their urge to be
at the throtile again and also gives their wives a chance (o meot
other racers and their wives.

 It's a “Creepstakes Regatta” a free-wheeling free-for-all
in which automobile mechanics’ creepers are substituted for
speedboats and a floor serves as the water.

The drivers make the regatta as authentic as possible by
wearing racing uniforms, crash helmets and heavy gloves—
only “Mae West” life preservers are omitted as being unneces-
sary. Even a “drivers’ mecting” is held to review the course and
brief racers on rules to be observed.

The recent event was held in the hospitality room of a local
brewery—with the room and drinks provided free of charge by
a brewery executive who is a speedboat fan.

The accompanying pictures show some of the races in the
outboard and inboard classes. Al Bauer, nationally known regatta
anouncer of Philadelphia, was on hand to broadcast the races
as the drivers pulled and banged their way around the room.

On July 23-24, the public will have a chance to sec—with-
out charge—these and other drivers from nearby States show
how they perform in real speedboat races. The regatta, to be held
on the Potomac River between Memorial and Railroad Bridges,
should be an exciting event, as many of the inboards are capable
of speeds in excess of 100 miles per hour,

Starter Bill Pratt finds himself

wrapped up in troffic as he tries

to dash off the race course after

starting @ heat in the “creep-
stakes” regatta.
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The whole JU field af Cambridge, Md. 5 mile record holder—Gary
Girton—11 years old—2nd from left.

CHARLIE MARSHALL PHOTOS

-WHY NOT TRY A JU?

By ED NABB

FATHER AND SON TEAMS EXCEL

OULD you really like to find a sport that the whole family

cc can enjoy—that will keep parenis and children busy on

the same projects—that will provide weekends of ontdoor fun

in the sun and fresh air and weld that family into one closely

knit team? If that is the sort of people you really are—and you

have a son or daughter between the ages of 9 and 15 years just
let us tell you about JU Stock Outhoard racing.

Lets face up to facts right off the start—and discuss the
matter of safety. Chances are you parents have already decided
that no child of yours is ever going to drive a racing hoat—much
less a mere infant of 9 to 15 years—but tell the truth—doesn’t
Junior have a bike? Doesn't he ride it to school, or to the
neighborhood store, thru the worst traffic conditions in town?
Do you let him go to the skating rink, or play baskethall. or
take a shower in a slippery bath tub? Tf he is 15 years old aren’t
you going to turn him loose with the [amily sedan in a year
or so, or send him off to college where he will be driving with
his friends? If the answer to a single one of these questions is
“yes’—then the child is abundantly able to take care of himself
on a race course with several others, driving JU runabouts, all
well designed and maintained and under the supervision of com-
petent and safety-minded APBA officials. During all of the many
JU contests in the East last season only one hoy so much ag
spilled out of his boat—and that because his motor wasnt
running properly and the hull was wallowing along at 10 MPH,
when he tumed to muke adjustments in the carburetor.

We are enthusiastic boosters of JU racing because it [its
into that particular ¢ime in a boys life when he is apt to drift
away from his father. Actually some of the most famous father-
son teams are successful in the larger classes of racing which
attract boys in their late teens—or early twenties. One of the
closest teams in the East are the Tommy Youngs of Wacha-
peague, Va., who along with Tom’s mother are at some regatta
during every weekend from May till the Florida circuit in

14

November; and Delaware boasts two unusual racing families—
the Bakers and the Holts. These teams dominate DU racing
in their area—and are unique in that the fathers and sons all

drive in the same class, Quite often Rich Holt will beat his

father Wes, but when he wins over Del and Pop Baker he has

his own sister Rachel to contend with—because she favors the
handsome young Dell As for the JUs—well—a guy’s just gotta
have a mom and dad in the pits if he is to run, and in one case

10 year old Doug Van Rossum has taken his Dad, Lou, and a
fumous cousin—Ted Thompson of National Good Sportsman-

ship Award fame—into his “Gunpowder River Racing Team”.

Just where do.you suppose these fathers and teen age sons
are during the evenings between races? Well—you won't find Dad
bowling with the boys—or Junior hellin® around town—they have
too much work to do out in the garage! A racing boat can be a
harsh master—and it requires a lot of hours of paint and polish
to keep it a thing of pride. Funny thing—but a lot of wives
think it is a mighty comforting fecling to hear those noises out
in the back yard—and know that her two men are out there
enjoying some of the closest moments of their lives—moments
which will live again and again in pleasant memories in
the future.

Another reason we like the JU class is that you don’t have
to be a technical expert or a wealthy man to set your child up in
the sport. The rules are very simple and state that the boat

must be at least 9 feet long, and the boat and driver must weigh

at least 190 pounds. Good, safe, well designed hoats are readily
available from a number of manufacturers—or if you prefer you
may build vour own. Stuart Girton of Baltimore obtained a
set of Champion plans, a few sheets of p]ywuud and built a
worlds record breaker for his 12 year old son Gary. A typical
factory built hull is the Sid-Craft, which is 9% feet long, four
feet wide, weighs 65 pounds and sells for $210.00 fo.b. at the
factory. e 7 :
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Don Ganz, Sid Craft 23-E. Dan Zigfield, home built hull from
Chempion plans 53-E. Ganz is 14 year old son of Ernie Ganz,
Region 4 stock outboard inspector.

The engine requirements are equally simple, stating that
they shall be stock, and not exceed 7% cu. in. displacement.
The popular engine is the Mark 6 Mercury (some Mark 55 are
running ) which is priced at about $232.00. There is very little
tuning to be done to the motors, for they are to be run in the
classic “out of the bhox™ fashion. but some of the faster rigs
carefully replace worn parts, and keep settings of from .015 to
.018 on their points. The reed stop settings are kept at 7/64
inch, so that the 1/8 inch drill bit which the inspector uses for a
gauge will not pass between the reed or the reed stop. Wheels

aren't much of a problem at present for Johnson makes two
models and Michigan makes only one and the proper pro-
cedure is to buy all three and run your own tests. Weight and
water conditions make it impossible to recommend any one
as “best”. :

Most JU drivers set their engines so that the cavitation
plates are even with the plaining surfuce and shim up with rev
sticks of varying thickness until the desired results are obtained,
By kicking the motor in and out you can control the bucking
motion so familiar to outboarders. By tucking the wheel further
under the hull you cause the nose to dig in, and by kicking it

10 year old Doug Van Ressum, JU runabout “Sandy”, Sid Craft
hull. Maork & Mercury motor. Note the motor set up and the

big smile.
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out the bow will tend to rise. You may have to use half holes.
or “buttons”™ under the engine bracket to get just the quality you
desire, and rough and smooth water conditions can be partly
countered by shifting the drivers weight fore and aft., From here
on in it is simply trial and error—and agking questions of the
older and more experienced stock outhoarders.

Don’t he at all surprised if they answer your guestions
frankly, and oller to lend you wheels or help you launch the
rig—tor that is the way that real devotees of the sport behave,
One of the most interesting sights of the 1955 season was when
little Doug Van Rossum konked out a scant 10 feet over the

Kneeling—father of John Wher-

ele—who is going toward trail-

er, First 4 boals are John's. Next

trailer — men in coveralls are

Tommy Young and Father—sup-

ersonic racing team. Pits at
Snow Hill, Md.

=

finish line—after beating 12 year old Dan Ziegfield, Only a few
minutes were scheduled for refueling between heats—so Dan
turned around quickly, passed a line to Doug—towed him into
the pits and both families worked feverishly to get the crippled
boat ready for the last heat. That is an example of the sports-
manship and spectator appeal which has caused the class, in-
Region 4, to grow from four bhoats which Lou Van Rossum
and Ermie Ganz promoted last season—to a whopping 14 ready
to run at this writing. The speeds are a modest 25 to 28 mph—
but the sportsmanship is high powered! .

Stock outboard racing has a certain “County Fair” guality

The best in the East—97-E Bud
Fleming and Father Clarence.
24-F Bob Smith, now drives 286
cu. in, 170-E Warren Klowans,
one of best BU drivers in East.
Center group — Bow of boat
down, Scott Strauss—High point
winner, Region 4, last 2 years.




Bud Fleming and father Clar-
ence. Maternal grandfather—
late Howard Durm was D Serv-
ice Runabout Inboard world rec-
ord holder—1948-1950. Buddy
and Brother Bufch—each run 4
classes—4 generations come to
races.

about it as: far as family enjoyment is concemed—and almost
without exception the successful driver is the one who has the
whole family working., High point champs in Region 4 Scott
Straus and Buddy Fleming are offsprings of famous racing fore-
parents and it is a common sight to see four generations of
| Flemings at a race. Dean Chenowith of Ohio, Eob Parrish of

. Bakersfield, Calif. and two event winner at the 1955 Nationals—
young Bill Schumacher of Seattle, Washington, always have
their Dads in the pits—but none have the problems which con-
front John Wherle's father—who must keep 4 rigs running in
successive heats! The only repeat winmer in the 1955 Stock
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Preparing for one of wildest
races of year. JUs were driven
by fathers—who really fouled
up. When starting gun fired two
were going in wrong direction.
This is Stewart Girton in group
record holder. The boys reported
| a startling drop in free advice
after this racel

Nationals was handsome 18 year old Ron Loomis of Santa
Barbara, California, whose father Cecil is pit crew for his CU.
A few years ago his mother, Betty, had no use whatever for boat
racing but during 1955 she spent every weekend of the
summer with her husband and son. Together they traveled a total
of 15,000 miles trailing the boats, established a pair of world’s
records, won the Nationals and to top off the season, captured
9,313 points to win the national amateur high point champion-
ship for Stock Outboard runabouts—and the coveted US I
shield for Ron’s boat for 1856. How about it—would you like
to join a family?
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Newly elected members to the Hall of Fame are from left to right: Elias A. Kalil, Donald E. DeVault, J: D, Smith, George
Byers, Calvert Thompson, Daniel S. Faster, W. R. Huber General Manager Public Relations for Gulf Oil Cerporation who

GULF HALL

By ED NABB

HE AWARDS BREAKFAST of the Gulf Marine Racing Hall of

Fame was held in the Belmont Plaza Hotel in New York,
on January 14th to honor some of the outstanding racing drivers
in the nation. The affair was originated during the 1937 season
and since that time a total of only 130 driver have been elected
to the Hall, which marks it as one of the most exclusive groups
of its kind, Since 1949 it has been the custom to present certifi-
cates to those drivers who have traveled in, excess of 100 m.p.h.
over the watcr, and this year’s awards bring that total to 85
members. ;

The Tundred Mile an Hour club awards included Jack
Bartlow of Detroit, Mich. who became the first man ever to
average in excess of 100 m.p.h. for a complete race when he
won the Bill Rogers Memorial trophy in Washington at an
average speed of 100.148 mp.h, for 30 miles. Other Detroit
residents who were honored were Bill Muncey who drove Miss
Thriftway 103.846 m.ph., and Walter Kade who drove Such
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Crust III 100.820 m.p.h. in qualifying runs- prior to the 1955
Gold Cup event,

Marion Cooper of Louisville, Ky. put his famous 266 hydro
Hornet on loan to a group of his friends, and Bob Kieser, George
Davis, Chuck Hunter and E. C. Thirwel all qualified at speeds
up to 104 m.p.h. Roger Murphy of Piedmont, Calif, qualified
at 117,187 m.p.h, in the 7 Litre hydro Galloping Guel, and the
remaining three drivers went to the unlimiteds for their mounts.
They were Eddie Meyer of Hollywood, Calif., who drove Slo
Mo Shun IV 119.507 m.p.h., Jack Regas who drove Henry —
Kaiser's Scooter Il at 156.250 m.ph., and Col. Russell Schlee
who gualified for the Gold Cup at 106.187 m.p.h, in Rebel Suh.

Fourteen drivers were chosen by the selection committee to
receivesthe Hall of Fame awards for the 1955 season, with just
hialf of the group being first time winners, The committee was
hindered by the fact that there was a large group of really
excellent drivers nominated, but there were very few truly

&
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presented the certificates; Enoch Walker, Williom E. Yecger, Jr, George L. Smith, J. Lee Schoenith, Ron Musson and
William A. Ritner, Jr. Other winners who were not present were Donald Campbell of Englond and Curtis Martens

OF FAME

GULF OIL PHOTOS

outstanding drivers in 1955. As in the past the awards were
generally given to drvers who were active in the Eastern half
of the country, with the exception of Donald Campbell who
drove his jet powered Bluebird II 239.5 m.p.h. on a one way
trip through the mile traps on Lake Mead. Campbell’s selec-
tion verifies the well known fact that Gult does nol lry to
dictate to the committee—as the famous Blucbird was on dis-
play in Penn Station, being used to advertise a competitor's
petroleum products at the time of the award,

The Two Gold Cup drivers who won awards were three

hme winners, Lec Schoenith and Dan Foster. Schoenith in his
¥ le V won the Gold Cup, and was high point winner in his

class, while Foster driving Guy Lombardo's Tempo VII won
everything else in sight—including the Silver, Presidents, Inter-
national and Governors Cups. Other repeaters included Curt
Martens of Hampton, Va., who is just about unbeatable in his
966 hydro Marbel, and his arch rival. Ron Musson of Akron,

SPEED and SPRAY, APRIL. 1956
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Ohio. Ron drove Frank Hearn’s Chromium and Chromate in
the 135 and 266 cu. in. classes. He won the 266 nationals at
Guntersville, Ala., and took 19 out of 27 firsts in the 1357, Bill
Ritner, Jr. of Merion, Pa., and George Smith of Mt Holley,
N. ., arc another set of arch rivals, while competing in the 225
cu. in. class. Smith holds the edge this year, winning 16 out of
40 heats. and topping it ofl with good performances in the 136
class. His performance is all the more remarkable when you
consider that his weight, which is well in excess of 200 pounds,
is a terrific handicap. Young Ritner took eight firsts in his
father’s 225, Wa-Wa, hefore he completely wrecked it at Bush
River, Md., and dominated the Eastern 135’s by winning
11 firsts.

The other “repeater” was Enoch Walker of Hampton, Va.,
who won 13 out of 15 heats in his E Service Runabout Vaughn
Franeis, including the National Championships in which he
established a new competitive record. This is Walker's fifth

1
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Panoramic view of the 18th annual Gulf Marine Racing Hall of Fame Awards Breakfasi held ai the
Belmont Plaza Hotel in NMew York on January 14th, 1956.

straight year in the Hall—a feat matched only by the famous
John Bramble of the 1930’ and 407,

The committee selected Elias A. Kalil of Manhasset, N. Y.,
as the outstanding Predicted® Log Cruiser Skipper of 1955. He
won several important trophies, including the Herbert I.. Stone
award, amassed an unbelievable accuracy percentage, and heat
out the favored Dr. Allen DuMont of clectronics fame, who
was the first cruiser skipper so honored,

Other first time winners included Bill Yaeger of Warren,
Pa., who drove his E Racing Runshout Go Devil to 13 [firsts
in 22 heats, The runabouts are not very active in the East, but
Bill has been a top notch competitor in the D and E classes,
and one of the best in the business. Calver Thompson, of Ches-
ter, Md., broke into the clite by driving his POD hydro, Wildeat
to 10 firsts in 18 heats, and winning the Eastern Championships.
The POI)'s are in their third or fourth revival i the Bast. and
have taken on new life since the hoys ran aground on Frank
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Foulke’s “lie detector” early in the season and started to run
really “honest” engines.

The hottest class in the country is the 136 Hydros, and the
high point winner, Don DeVault of Glenburnie, Md., was one
of the freshinen winners. Don got off to a flying start in his
Hallet built Blue Blazes and by the time his competition caught
him he had won the Nationals and built up a tremendous point
lead. He won 12 firsts and 10 seconds out of 33 heats.

J. D. Swmith of Cincinnati, Ohio, was the winner in the pop-
ular 48 Hydro Class, He won 18 out of 36 heats in his Schizo,
and beat out the favorite—two time winner—Doc  Moore,
of Miami, Fla,

The remaining winner was George Byers, Jr., of Golumbus,
Ohio, who drove his DeSoto powered Lauterbach hull to a new
mile record for 7 Litre Hydros of 125.43 m.p.h., won eight out
of 14 starts, and was denied 4 new competitive record by virtue
of having too few starters in his “hot” heat.
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The Gulf Gold Cup is awarded annually to the “driver’s
driver,” who i elected by — und from — the present year’s
award wimners. Last year Ron Musson was the recipiant. and
the lop man for 1955 is Dan Foster, The Bramble Trophy, for
the hLigh point winning runabotit driver in Regions 3 and 4 went
to Bill Yaeger, and the Dan Murphy Trophy for the owner of
the hoat or boats which wins the greatest munber of points in
the same regions went to Bill Ritner, Sr. Bill is the man who
lost an arm in a 266 hydro accident several yeurs ago in St

Petershurg, but has retained his interest in racing and campaigns
several Loats which are driven by his son, Bill, Jr, and Builder
Henry Lanterbach. The J. Gordon Munce Trophy which goes
o the high point driver, competing in only one class went to
DonDeVault, und his 136 hydro, Blue Blazes. :

\ The affair was concluded by the announcement that start-
: ¥

with the 1956 season the Gulf ITall of Fame will be en-
larged to include all types of power boat racing, including
the popular Stock Outboard and Outboard classes.

The Gulf Gold Cup, power boat racing’s most coveted trophy is shown with Daniel S. Foster, (center] driver,
and Guy Lombardo, owner of “Tempo VII", after it had been awarded to Foster. The presentation was
made by W. R. Huber, (l=fi) General Manager Public Relatiens, Gulf Qil Corporaticn, ot the Gulf Marine
Racing Hall of Fome Awards Breakfast, at the Belmont Plaza Hotel. The winner was chosen during the
braakfast by secret ballat of the 15 racing power boat drivers elected to membership in the 1955 Gulf
Marine Racing Hall of Fame. Valued at $5,000, the Gulf Gold Cup is made of solid gold, stands 26
inches high, and rests on @ marble pedestal. It is awarded annually to the leading U.S. power boat driver,
who keeps possession of it for one year.

SPEED and SPRAY,"APRIL, 1954

Fr

21




http: //boatsport.org

SPRING OUTFITTING CONTINUED

What's New for '56 in Qutboard Boats

The 1956 look in boats is the
same comfortable, secure, well-
established look that is associated
with families—1956 is a family
boating year. Boats have added a
bit to their beam, much after the
style of the human beings that en-
joy family living. The boats are
versatile, capable, like the family-
man, of doing innumerable jobs to
increase the comfort and pleasure
of the family.

A few boats are being introduced
as specialists this year but the over-
whelming majority of new models
are designed with general purpose,
family boating in mind.

New construction techniques are
aimed at giving dryer boats, safer

%

boats, better family boats. Changes
have been mad&%}f&otm con-
tours of several Times fo give
smoother riding and to provide
better handling characteristics in
choppy water. The outboard boat
has become an offshore fishing boat
for 1956. Although outboards have
ventured into the blue water depths
along either coast in previous years,
1956 marks the first year that the
accent has been placed by a number
of builders on rigs capable of hand-
ling the tossing seas.

Whether the family boating sport

is water skiing, cruising, fishing or .

a combination of interests, the 1956
boat stands ready to handle the job
providing fun for the family afloat.

22

Aero-Craft B18 Cruiser

AERO-CRAFT BOATS, St.
Charles, Mich., has placed 20
models in their 1956 line of alumi-
num boats. These craft range from
a vest-pocket nine-footer to an 18-
foot cruiser. The cruiser, designat-
ed the B18, features a convertible
top, side curtains, upholstered

seats, front seat steering, remote
controls and while it is capable of
handling the largest outboard mo-
tors in twin-hook-ups, it runs well
on one 25-horsepower unit.

 Aluma Craft Merry M

THE ALUMA CRAFT BOAT
COMPANY, Minneapolis, Minn.,
has included an off-shore boat in
their 1956 line of 18 models. Known

H

as the Deep C, the craft is 15 feet
long and boasts the extra-wide

beam of 62 inches, a 58 inch tran--

som and a midship depth of 23
inches. This boat is designated for
big water off-shore and will handle
motors up to 50 horsepower. The
rest of the 1956 models include a
full selection of runabouts, “cruise-
abouts,” fishing boats and canoes.

Bowman Geneva

BOWMAN, INC., Little Rock,
Ark., offers eight 1956 models to

" meet the demand for family boats,

The Bowman “Havana” sets the
pace for the line with a new concept
in bottom and chine construction
that gives faster speeds than pre-
viously possible. The 16-foot ski
and pleasure boat has two side seats
and a walk-through front seat.
Other models complete a line that
fills the boating needs and budget
requirements of any fam