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Rudy Ramos’ sensational full race ski
boat featured in this issue.

—Jasper Nutter Photo.

The gal in 210-N is Evelyn Sarossy,

York Stock Racing Champ.
—Lankford Photo.

One of those screaming, flying
Cracker Boxes caught in full flite.

—Kent Hitchcock Photo
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SUGGESTED FEATURES

For several years T have been an avid
racing fan, inspired by our own Nickel
Cup Races, and have lately caught the
“bug.” Not being ambitions, my first ef-
fort was a Class A Stock job for “local
competition. I have a new one in mind for
next winter’'s work. I enjoy every issue of
Speed and Spray and watch for its ap-
pearance on the news stand. I would like
to see a section devotad especially to, de-
signs of various craft—famous and ob-
scure—present and past.
Keith W. Mahee, Gananoque, Ont, Canada

o We welcome suggestions from our read-
ers regarding stories and features—ED.

MORE ABOUT MERC CC'S
In regard to the letter in July corre-
spondence column titled “Reduce Mere
CC’s,” this cylinder block was furnished
to Hubbell by us. For your information
we developed this method and would cer-
tainly like to get due credit,
Quincy Welding Works Quincy, TIL
e Hubbell advises that the block he tested
was on the dyno when Quincy’s block
arrived in his shop, and that further the
method used to reduce the cc’s was prac-
tically identical in hoth cases. Looks
like two smart operators both hit on the
same procedure and should both have
credit—ED. ;

HOT CINDERS TO HI JOHNSON
Although we have only the highest re-
gard for your props, we have yet to try
one. When we broke the competition record
at Millerton, we were running another
make of prop, which is the same one we
have been running for the past two years,
and is the only one we own at present.
Bob & Tom Patterson
Hot Cinders Van Nuys, Cal.
® Apologies from Hi Johnson and Speed
and Spray. That prop looked enough
like ¢ HI-J to fool Johnson and our cor-
respondents—ED.

P-500—WHERE DOES IT FIT?

I have a P-500 motor which, as nearly
as I can measure it, goes to 68.918 cu. in,
I would like to install it in a racing hydro,
Is it eligible for 91 cu. in class?

Earl Keeling % F.P.O., New York, N.Y.

® The P-500 power head is a 2 cycle motor
and as such is not eligible for any of the
small displacement inboard hydro classes,
the rules of which specify 4 cycle molors
only,—ED.
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O RALPH DE SILVA

DON'T DO IT!

I have flipped my 91 cu. in. twice and
the third time I hope to have a photo for
you.

W. F. Hart Matahina, New Zealand
e We appreciate your perserverance—ED.,

WESTERN TORPEDO
On page 41 of the April issue you pub-
lished a photo of a fast sports model in-
board runabout, almost clear of the water.
I would appreciate information on this
boat. What T have in mind is a pleasure
runabout which would handle the Chrys-
ler “180” and do 50-55 mph, I have raced
“B” conventional and F Runabout and at
present am building a Champion “B” Run-
about.
G. H. Siedhoff Emporia, Kansas
e The boat you referred o is the Western
Torpedo, manufactured by Western Boat
Building Co. of Tacoma, Washington.
According to Dair Long, who designed
this boat, 180 h.p. should give you be-
tween 50 and 55 mph. This is an excep-
tionally well constructed hull, designed
and built to withstand the abuse that a
boat gets at speeds above 35 mph, and
available, 1 believe, with optional power.

—ED.
IT’'S ON THE SCHEDULE

Congratulations on the wonderful Harms-
worth story. These are the type of yarns
that make American boat racing great.
How about a rundown on the 12 and 24
hour records and the 150 mile races?
Thanks for your admirable efforts to furth-
er interests in International speed boating.
Thomas F, Swearengen, T/Sgt. U.S.M.C,

e A number of features such as you sug-
gest are scheduled for the winter issues
when the volume of racing news is low.

—ED.

MONOFPLANE HYDRO

I naticed the article in the June iss
asking how to stop the wild antics
monoplane built by D. A. Whelpley. Last
year I built one that I think must have
been from the same set of plans. 1 use a
Merc Super 10 with Quicksilver lower unit,
and I can verify everything Mr. Whelpley
had to say ahout the antics it was capable
of. I turned it over to some young fry with
a 5 h.p. motoer and they got along fine with
it. Last winter 1 built 16" tails onto the
transom similar to the Fig. A modification
suggested in your article, with just enough
clearance between the tails to let the motor
function properly, The tails were brought
back on the same curve as the bottom and
at the back end I brought them out straight
4CTOSS,

That clever article “What Price Stability” in

" the July Issue was written by the boat builder
Ralph De Silva and illustrated by Ted Peterson.

. We pulled a butch and left off the by-line.

If Mr. Whelpley will try it, he will find
he has a little boat that he can be prond
of, and is more fun than any other boat he
has ever driven. Except for a tendency to
skid on turns it handles fine. T might add
that the bottom of the boat I built was
built on perfect ares. If Mr. Whelpley's
boat is a semi-V it might not work out,
aithough I think it would be O.K. T think
so much of this little boat that I am going
to build one just like it with eight inch
plywood covered with glass.

J. E. Blaney Concordia, Kans.

CRACKERS IN NEW ZEALAND

I was very much interested to see the
Crackerboxes mentioned again in your May
issue. I am one of a very keen bunch of
home-built Cracker owners and we are
anxious to get out of the 35-45 mph class.

I have a souped-up Chrysler in a built
to-plan boat and can do with a lot of in.

formation on the techmical side. Would
you please refer this letter to Danford
Campbell and ask him to let us know “how
you make them prop-ride?”

Jim MecCosh Dunedin, New Zealand

® We. have scheduled a complete illus-
trated technical article on how to make

the Crackerbox go for an early issue—
ED.

KAMINC PROPS
Would you he kind enough to send me
the address of the makers of Kaminc pro-
pellers?
Gary D. Beasley  Freeman, Ont,, Canada
® KAMING is the abbreviation for Kick-
haefer Aero Marine Inc. See your local
Mercury Outboard Motor dealer for
KAMINC props—ED,

LOW DRAG PISTONS :
Will you please be kind enough to ad-
vise where I can purchase low drag pistons
for Mercury KG 4 and KG 77 We race
these motors and SEBA permits modified
hydros so we can use low drag pistons,
regular and oversize. ¢
Ceo. E. Callihan McRae, Georgia
® Knurling a piston will probably accom-
plish what you want. Merc® pistons are
drop-forged and therefore are low ex-
pansion. They come 15 over. Try
Quincy Welding, Charlie George, or
Hubbell.

SPEED and SPRAY, August, 1953
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Read the Story on Fiberglassing ;
' - step by step
z‘ée 74«6122 on . Pﬂses 35 thru 40

THALCO o oniiect s

From the most experienced firm in the field

As far back as 1945, Thalco, one of America’s largest suppliers to
the re-inforced plastics industry, wanted sportsmen fo enjoy the
advantages of fiber glass on their small boat hulls. After three years
of experimentation and research, Thalco engineers developed the
: only practical process of adhesion and first offered it fo the public
‘*b in 1948. The Thalco Original Process was an instanfaneous success.
Now there are imitators on the market, but none equal Thalco, the
Original Process. To get the facts, write Thalco today. We’ll send
you complete literature, instructions and a list of our low prices.

Write today for our free booklet.

THALCO

765 5. Harvard Blvd. Dept. 114
Los Angeles 5, Calif.

Gentlemen:

Please send me without charge or obligation
your free booklet on THALCO, The Original
Fiber Glass Process for boats.

Name
: glass fiber freodects ey
Q‘*g, 765 S. Harvard Blvd., Los Angeles 5, California

City. Zone___ State

SPEED and SPRAY, August, 1953



STOCK
RUNABOUTS
AND HYDROS

® Known For
Quality Construction
and Top Performance

pabst BOATS

2005 W. AVE. SOUTH
LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN

“Fine Boats Since 19086

“"SHOC-SHELL "
PROTECTIVE HELMETS

Cheapest and hest in-
surance possible. Primer

finish, no visor, $23.50.
Leather covered models
available also.-
5 JOHN W. LOHRENZ
- 4417 E. Anaheim St
Llong Beach 4, Calif.

NEW! Sensational!

Unichem FORMULA MO2C, the molybdenum disulphide
(moly) lubricant formulated specifically for 2 cycle
motors.
Truly an insurance palicy for your outboard.

For details write

i
2 Wells Place,
19 ells Place ir

Costa Mesa, Calif,

BUILDING YOUR OWN SPEEDBOAT

L == SEND FOR
: %‘nlo NEW 1953
" CATALOG

Unusual, new and original in-
o ¥ board speedboat hardware at
2 - tremendous saving: direct from

~‘the manufacturer, T
Send 25¢ for up- by
ta-the-minute cat-

. - & o 3 »‘ =+
- alog packed with [ L4

i - 7 values, Write 5-??.;‘
. @ todoy Dept, W il

I ' DBBUI_D' MARINE SUPPLY CO.

10366 Long Beach BI.
Lnywood

. California

http: //boatsport.org

Oen Cammanclmen ts
far
Kaceboat a@riveré._and Mechanics

THOU shalt keep thine raceboat and its engine clean, and in adjustment,

that thy life in its company shall be long, and the trophies thou shalt receive
shall be numerous.

KNOW thy raceboat, its components, its engine and all its parts and func-
tions, else thou shalt sometime be in some unholy spot.

BE NOT wise in thine own conceit, lest repairs be thy undoing,

\w
BE NOT loose in thy jaw hinges, for no man knoweth all about raceboats
and engines. The truly wise absorbeth much knowledge, and he who does
so shall gain repute among his fellows, and favor with regatta officials,

FOR all things in this life that thou desireth,
and for the wisdom of experience no less.
eth nothing, and is usually worth just that.

thou shalt also pay plenty,
Adpvice from the multitudes cost-

IN BOOKS thou mayest read what to do and when, but only the voice of
experience may tell thee why and how: else thy reading of what to do and
when shall but plague thee.

GOD MAKETH the earth to rotate endlessly without bearings or oil, not
so thy racing engine and some of the components of thy race boat.

CURSE NOT thy engine when it turneth not, nor thy race boat when it is
out of trim. Curse rather thine own stupidity.

STEAM engines and automobile engines may long turn over though sloppy,
and automobiles may long run though the chassis and body be in bad con-
dition. Not so thy race boat or its engine.” With inspections, tests, and
necessary adjustments be thou ever busy.

THE eternal eye watcheth universal operations, but thou shalt not rely _ ~
upon it as thine raceboat, its components, and its engine. Thine own vigi-
lence is the price that thou payest for success.

-—Courtesy Charles F. Grafflin.

SPEED and SPRAY, August, 1953



Editor's Note: In the July issue of “Speed
and Spray,” we interviewed Paul Sawyer
who will drive “Slo-Mo-Shun IV” in the
Gold Cup Races at Seatile this summer.
In answer to numerous inguiries received
by our editorial staff concerning Sawyer's
future racing plans, we present the con-
clusion of our interview in which Pagul
answers a number of guestions dealing

Q.

Al

with several phases of racing activity.

CONTINUED FROM JULY ISSUE

Will “Alter Ege™ Race?
Drifting away from the subject of Un-
limiteds, let us discuss your own class,
the 266 Cubic inchers. Are you taking
Alter Ego to Seattle with you, and do
you intend to race it there?
Yes, I am taking the boat along with
me. All of my tools and equipment
which T need to work with are in the
trailer boxes and I need them in Seattle
s0 I'm taking the whole outfit along,
I haven't made any plans to drive Alfer
Ego this season. At present the boat is
registered in the 500 kg International
Class and is equipped with the 274 cu,
in. Mercury that I built up to use in
Italy. I don’t even own a motor at the
moment legal for use in the 266 Class.

. Do you anticipate going baek into the

266 Class at some future date?

A. Definitely not in 1953 and beyond this

season I have made nmo actual plans,

Q. Do you mean that atter this season

AL

vou might build up an outfit for for-
eign competition that would fit into the
kg weight classes or the litre displace-
ment classes?

. Yes, that's the idea.
. In connection with such a plan, would

you attempt to develop one of the new
late model V&8s such as the Dodge,
DeSoto, Chrysler or Cadillac for use in
an International class?

Yes. I have some ideas along that line.

SPEED and SPRAY, August, 1953
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Q.

Al
. Do you know of any private individual
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Continental Prospects ;
Can you envision a Gold Cup or a
Harmsworth challenge from the Con-
tinent in the next year or so?
Such a challenge is a possibility. It is
pretty obvious from Verga’s 140 mph
performance that the Italians have solv-
ed the mystery of the prop rider. Hav-
ing successfully developed a twin en-
gine 800 kg three pointer also, they
might now develop a prop riding mul-
tiple engine Unlimited hydro. If the
Alfa Romeo aircraft engines or the
Schneider Cup engines are available,
they might fit into the picture of a
Harmsworth challenger.
Do you think there is sufficient en-
thusiasm over there in the right quart-
ers to back a challenger?
I don’t know, but I can tell you that
if a Harmsworth challenger were to he
built in Italy, the enthusiasm of the
Italian nation would be overwhelming.

. From your personal knowledge of the

sitnation, would an Italian challenger
be a privately owned boat or a com-
munity or subsidized cffort?

I don’t know.

or organization who might finance such
a venture?

The motor manufacturers on the Con-
tinent are race minded and they are
strong nationalists. There is nothing
that would please them more than to
have the Unlimited title held in Europe.
If they were to become interested, they
would certainly go all the way to de-
velop a winning combination and we
must give due credit to their workman-
ship and ingenuity. The Italians es-
pecially are wonderful craftsmen and
their motor work is superb. Whether
or not any Italian sportsman of suffi-
cient means has become sufficiently in-
terested in boat racing to sponsor an
Unlimited challenger is a question that
I can’t answer,

S

Safety Rules

. Exploring your opinion on another sub-

ject, what do you think of the present
campaign to promote safety rules?

. I am very much in favor of safety rules.

I think that the problem is so acute in
some of the limited classes, with the
possibility of becoming even more ser
ious in the near future, that evVery ave-
nue toward safety should be fully ex-
plored.

. Some interested parties seem to think

that the big problem is the air-borne or
“kiting” boat. Do you hold with this?

. At extreme speeds, yes. This is a big

problem and a hard one to control.

Q. Proposals have been made to draft

legislation to regulate design. Do you
think such a step is possible?

. I presume that anything is possible but

I am not sure in my own mind that
this is the answer

. Don’t you think that it is going to be

difficult to formulate rules because of
the attitude takem by many owners
and drivers that any restrictions at all
will throttle experimentation and pro-
gress?

. I think that if the owners and drivers

were brought to see the seriousness of
the sitnation they would abandon that
argument and would be all in favor of
safety regulations, I am sure that many
of them don’t realize how dangerous
the present situation is. The first step
is to make them conscious of the need
for safety measures and then I believe
that the drivers and owners themselves
will come up with ideas and proposals
to effect the necessary changes. 1 sin-
cerely hope that the efforts of the In-
board Racing Commission in attempt-
ing to put through safety measures are
successtul before we have serious acci-
dents. Speeds are increasing rapidly
and with every increase in speed we
are bound to have more hazards.

Outboards

. You raced all the outboards from the

little fellows on up throngh the “X’s”
and I presume that you are keenly in-
terested in the progress that has been
made with those same old motors that
you used to drive.

. Yes, I follow each improvement with

a great deal of interest. Incidentally,
I still have people come up to me and
remark that they are still running one
of my old lower units or crankecases,
that T ran years ago.

. That gives us an interesting sidelight

that bears out the oft repeated state-
ment that we are still racing outboard
motors that were designed in the 1920’s
and built in 1931,

. True in part, but we should remark

“with refinements of the working parts.”

. Is it a surprise to you that the speeds

of those old outhoard racing motors
have risen as sharply as they have in
the last few years?

. No. I think the rising speeds are a

natural consequence of' the develop-
ment of the 3-point hull, refined run-
about designs, and new metals, fuels
and propellers.

=N e
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REG M‘TA CALENDAR

Editor's Note: This regular monthly fea-
ture will be kept up-to-date to the best of
our ability. The calendar as it appears in
this issue is a compilation of dates furnish-
ed through the courtesy of the APBA and
our many racing organizations. It is our
purpose to keep the public supplied with ac-
.curate advance race information. We uree
the officers of all racine orzanizations to
advise us profmptly of additional dates sche-
duled or of any changes or errors in this
calendar. A complete and accurate calendar
in the hands of the followers of the sport
is our goal.

CALENDAR CODE

I —Inboard
O —Outboard
SO —Stock Outboard

SOL—Stock Outboard; 2 Classes Only .

1953 REGATTA DATES

Region 1
7/19 Newpot, R. L SO
P Marion, Mass. ?
9/12 So. Yarmouth, Mass. SO
Region 2
7/12 Keuka Lake, N.Y. SO
7/12 Saugerties, N.Y. SO
7/19 Utica, N.Y. SO
T/26 Raochester, N.Y, SO
( Regionals)
8/1 Albany, N.Y. SO
(Divisionals)
8/1 Wells, N.Y. (0]
8/2 Long Lake, N.Y. (0]
8/2 E. Hampton, N, Y. O
8/2 Hudson, N.Y. - SO
8/9 Rome ( Lewis Pt.) N.Y. S0
8/9 Tonawanda, N.Y. 0-S0
8/15-16 Buffalo, N.Y. I
8/16 Rochester, N.Y. SO
8/16 Edwardsville, N.Y. 0
( Regionals)
8/16 Poughkeepsie, N.Y, SO.
8/23 0Old Forge, N.Y. SO
8/23 Syracuse, N. Y. I
8/29-30-31 Syracuse. N. Y. S50
( Nationals) .

/T Heuvelton, N.Y. 0-S0
9/20 Utica, N.Y. o 10)
Region 3
8/2 Budd Lake, N.J. SO & MS
8/16 Sea Isle City, N. J. SO

8/29 Long Branch, N.J.
8/30 Salem, N. J. I & SO
9/5 Ocean City, N. T. I
9/6 Pleasantville, N. J. I & SO
9/7 Millville, N. T. I& SO
9/12-13 Red Bank, N.J. I-O
( National Sweepstakes )
Region 4
7/11-12 Colonial Beach, Va. 1-SO
© 7/18-19 Solomons, Md. I-0-S0O
T7/26 Washington, D.C. I-SO
8/1-2 Cambridge, Md, I-50
8/2 Wrightsville Beach, N.C. SO
8/9 Raleigh, N.C. 0-S0
8/9 Essex, Md, SO
8/8-9 Norfolk Va. I &S0
8/15-16 Mlchdels Md. I & SO
8/15-16 Annapnhq Md. 1-0-S0
8/22-23 Bush River, Md. 1-SO
5/23 Richmond, Va. 0 & SO
9/6-7 Urbanna, Va. I1&0O
9/6 Wrightsville Beach, N.C. SO
[

9/19-20
9/26-27

7/25-26

7/11-12

7/12
/12
A
T/19
7/25

7/26

7/26
8/2
8/2
8/2

8/9

8/9

8/9
8/16
8/2273
8/22-23
8/23
9/5

9/6
9/2

9/13
9/13
9/20

7/10
7/12
L2
7/19
7/25-26
8/2

8/2

8/9

8/9

8/16
9/13
10/10-11

T/26
8/23

/12
/19
8/20r9
9/6-7
9/13

7/12
7/19
7/26
7/19
7/31
8/1-2
8/6
8/7-8
8/8
8/9
8/10

9/6-7

Woashington, D.C. I-0-S0O

(President’s Cup)

New Martinsville, W. Va. I-SO
: - Region 5
Miami, Fla. 1-0-50-
(Gold Coast Mar. )
Region &
MecKeesport, Pa (8]
(Mile Trials)
Lewiston, Mich. SO
Columbus, Ohio 1
Akron, Ohio 41
Kalamazoo, Mich. SO
Toledo, Ohio S0
Ludington, Mich. 0
Portsmouth, Ohio 1
Louisville, Ky I
Cheboygan \hch SO
Reading, Penna. SO & 135
( Rivercade )
Reading, Penna. SO & 135
{Rivercade)
Marine City, Mich. (0]
Dayton, Ohio I
Akron, Ohioc (BHegionals SO
Toledo, Ohio (Divisonzls) SO
Marietta, Ohio 0
Cincinnati, Ohio I
Detroit, Mich. 1
River Rouge, Mich. SO
Detroit, Mich. I
" (Silver Cap)
Frankfort, Ky. I
. Dayton, Ohio SO |
Newport, Ky. 1|
Region 7
Chicago, TI1.
Elgin, IIL SO
Culver, Ind. 0
Sheboygan, Wis. SO |
Oshkosh, Wis. 0-S0O
McHenry, IIL
Markesan, Wis. SO |
Elgin, TIL SO |
Winneconne, Wis. SO
(Regionals)
Green Lake, Wis. SO
Elgin, 11, _ SO
Madison, Ind. I1& SO
Region 8
Minneapolis, Minn. I
Cambridge, Neb. IS0
Region 9
Lafitte, La. 1-0-S0
Franklin, La. SO
New Orleans, La. 1-0-SO
Baton Rouge, La. 2
Morgan City, La. 1.0-S0
Region 10
Pasco, Wash. 0-S0
Tacoma, Wash. 0-SO
Astoria, Ore. 0-SO
Nelson, B. C I
Kelowna, B. C. 1-0-S0
Oroville, Wash. 1-0-SO
Seattle, Wash. I-0-SO
Seattle, Wash. (0]
( Western Divisionals)
Seattle, Wash. I
Seattle, Wash. (Gold Cup) I
Seattle, Wash. [-0-SO
(Mile Trials)
Devil’s Lake, Ore, 0 & SO

o

REGION 11
7/12 Donner Lak= :
7/19% Sacramenio Hsee .
7/26 Shear Pin T =0
8/2 Oakland 1
8/16 Lake Yosete ¥
8/30 Healdsburs G—
QLT Lake Mem (et
9/7 . Clear Lake (Mo =
9/19-20 Suisun-Fairssis ©S0
(Mile Triak)
10/4 Blo Vlsta O-S0
11/1 Qakland SO
11/6-7-8 Lake Merced (S5} O
REGION 12—SOUTHEEN CaliSTEsna
T/19 Lake Elsinor= S
7/26 Long Beach | Be==} | |
8/2 San Diego S0
8/9 Lake Elsinore I
8/23 San Diego 0
9/7 Long Beach I
9/7 Hansen Dam S0
9/20  San Diego 0
10/10-11 Lake Mead, Nev. EDS0
10/17-18-19 Salton Se=a I
10/18 Parker, Ariz. O.S0
10/25 Blythe S0
N.O.A. DISTRICT 12
8/2 Flagstaff, Arizona
Region 14
/26 Guntersville, Ala. |
N.O.A, DISTRICT 14
T/17 Nashville, Tenn.
8/21 Camden, Tenn.
8/30 Nashville, Tenn.
Region 15
9/7 Ardmore, Okla. |
9/13 Denton, Tex. 1
9/20 Port Arthur, Tex. 1
N.O.A. DISTRICT 15
7/12 Lubbock, Tex.
Region 16
7/26 Grand Lake, Colo. IS¢
8/2 Denver, Colo. 1-S¢
8/23 Cambridge, Neb. I&St
8/30 Burlington, Colo. 1-St
9/6 Delta, Utah 108
9/13 Denver, Colo. -8
SO MARATHONS .
7/19 Sacramento, Calif, ? Ml
7/26 Marysville, Mich, 60 Ml
8/2 Creeneville-Vicksburg,
Miss., '0.{
8/9 Topinabee, Mich. S_ Mil
8/9 Winnepesaukee, N.NH. 50 mi
8/16 Peoria, IIl. 100 Mi
8/23 St. ]oseph Mo. (Pony E\'pre
8/29 Essex, Md. mi
8/30 Pleasa.utwlle N.J. '.:' A
9/6 Hartford, Conn. > M
9/7 Gull Lake, Mich. 100 M
9&13 So. Yarmouth, Mass. 25 M
9/20 Trenton, Mich. 50 M
9/20 Oakland, Calif. M
10/4 Needles, Calif. 115 Ms
10/11 San Francisco, Calif. ? N
CANADIAN DATES
7/18 Rideau Ferry, Ont.
7/18-19 Valleyfield, Quebec
7/30 Kelowna, B.C. 1a
7/30 Gravenhurst, Ont.
8/1 Trenton, Ont.
8/3 Picton, Ont.
8/4 Harrison Hotsprings, B.C. €
8/29. Toronto, Ont.
/7 Victoria, B.C.
9&7-8-9 Toronto, Ont.
( Canadian Nat'l Exhibition
9/13 Montreal, Quebec i

*Closed course racing for B & E Bac

POD, Crackers, while Sacramests B
O. Marathon racers are up fhe =ees
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SO. CALIF. SPEEDBOAT CLUB. July
4th at Marine Stadium, Long Beach, will
be the beginning of the ONE- QUARTER
MILE STRAIGHTAWAY World Records.
Since no speedboats have ever tried for
records on a 4 mile straightaway course,
the fastest times in each class will estab-
lish a new set of records. We believe the
APBA will recognize % mile records at the
annual rules change session. The City of
Long Beach has agreed to install a perma-
nent one-guarter mile measured course.
The ends of the trap will be permanent
concrete markers put in by the city sur-
veyor to an accuracy of %”. The Marine
Stadium s approximately 1% miles in
length, which will allow a full half mile
on each end of the trap. Otto Crocker will

time the runs with his photo-electric equip-

ment. Quater mile trials will be continued
over on Sunday, July 5th, as we are invit-
ing all boat drivers in the U. S. to compete
-on this new course. The Bilge Rag

DETROIT RIVER RACING ASSN. A
new there-pointer Wha Hoppen, owned
by two of our members, 23 yr, old Charley
Doran and 26 yr. old Marv Henrich will
soon be launched. The boys have taken
the 22 ft. aluminum 3 pointer Lefer-go-
Gallagher, formerly owned by Clarence
Gallagher, and are installing a 1710 Allison
engine from the Kafy Did which was own-
ed by the late Commodore E. D. Stair, Jr,
The 600 pound hull will be driven by
Henrich, R.P.M.

READING JUNIOR CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE of Reading, Pennsylvania,
will conduct their annual Rivercade Au-
gust 2nd and August 9th. This is a diversi-
fied water sports program which includes
water skiing, motor boat racing, ete. The
boat racing program consists of a full sche-
dule of stock outhoard events and compe-
tition for the 135 hydros. The sponsors
guarantee two days of first class water
sports entertainment,

Robt. E. Kirper, Jr.

LOS ANGELES SPEEDBOAT ASSN.
with South Gate Women’s Club as spon-
sors opened their home-course schedule at

.Long Beach Marine Stadium on June 14th.

1 The all Racing Outboard program drew a

hice entry from up and down the state,
but showed before a meager audience of
2,800 spectators, There was plenty of fine
racing and enough excitement to keep a
crowd ten times that size on their fect.
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The new A Hydro record holder, Or-
lando Torigiani, flipped as did Bakersfield’s
newly-elected mayor, Manuel Carnakis.
Another record holder, Art Pierre, lost con-
trol and went up on the beach repeating
the performance of Jerry Osborne from
Fresno—no injuries.

Better luck to the Women's Cl
sors crowdwise mext time.

ub spon-

UNITED SPEEDBOAT ASSN.
in the annual Harbor Days cel
Los Angeles Harbor on May
put on a two class exhibition =
course near the Catalina Island Terminal
It was a field day for Stew Downs who
took first in both classes, B Hydro and B
Runabout. Kenny Wilson and Doc Deloe
got second and third in the hydros and
then both of them flipped in the runabout
event. Bud Vanderbush and Lee Dobbs
participated in a crackap that reduced
Bud’s boat to toothpick material. Wilming-
ton Jaycee's produced a nice set of trophys.

The Rev-Stik

assisted
ition at

ARTZONA NAVY BOAT CLUB — The
N.O.A. Western Zone Championships are
scheduled forc August 2nd at Flagstaff,
Arizona on Lake Mary. Participants must
be individual members of N.O.A. All
classes will be scheduled, racing and stock.
Prize money and trophys will be posted
by the sponsoring V.F.W.

NEEDLES BOAT RACING CLUB.—
The Memorial Day Stock Outboard Race
was a windy jamboree. Wind made
“straightline travel” virtually . impossible
due to sudden gusts. John Makara was
the upset title holder of the meet—he
flipped twice. A whirlwind swept across
the course just as the D Runabouts went
into the first turn. In the mess of dust,
sand, and whitecaps it was impossible to
even see the boats from the judges’ stand.
It was a wild day. Ronnie Rima and “Irish”
Murphy were thrown from their boats—
Fred Richman flipped—Bugsy Erwin hit

the starting buoy and almost sank, and to -

wind it all up Bud Vanderbush and Rima
cracked up damaging both boats.

Bobbie Parish and Johnny Craven got
a pair of first places a piece. The father
and son team from Blythe, Hub and Butch
Reed, each scored a win and the odd first
place went to Kenneth Wilson. “Crazy rac-
ing on that Colorado River, man—CRAZY!”

Winner of the Pacific Motorboat Trophy—
Winner of the APBA Silver Cup, and now a
new straightaway world record for the 135
cu. in. hydro class. Set at Seattle, Aug. 11.
98.549 100.418 99.483 avg.

For the finest in racing and
custom equipment—For con-
sistently reliable performance

EDDIE MEYER

Cylinder Heads,
Manifolds, Igniticns,
Pistons, Camshafts,
V8 60 Dural Fly-
wheels.

For hydroplane, custom, or
racing engines.

EDDIE MEYER ENGINEERING CO.

645 N. ROBERTSON BOULEVARD
V. HOLLYWOOD 46, CALIFORNIA

CR. 6-2948 BR. 2-1205

THE CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS
THE RECORDS TELL THE STORY

SLO-MO IV e PEGGY e AVENGER |V
GUESS WHO e SLIVER e RESTLESS

GILLETTE SMITH'S “"SNUFFY"
NATIONAL 48" HYDRO CHAMPION

HAROLD [. JOHNSON
2811 Yilla Way * Mewport Beach = Calif.

TAPER BORED
INBOARD RACE PROPS

NOW AVAILABLE
HAI.!. CRAFT GEAR BOX

SAME AS
USED IN “MIXMASTER"

QUICK CHANGE
20 Min. to Change
Gears

LITE WEIGHT
22% lbs.

&

Available Either as V-Drive or In-Line

GEAR RATIOS
1.22-1, 1.351, 1.5
1.22-1

OVERDRIVE 1-1, 1.11-1,
UNDERDRIVE 1.11-1,

GEAR BOX COMPLETE
EXTRA SETS GEARS..
TACK DRIVE ADAPTER P

Plus Freight and Tax

HALL-CRAFT GEAR BOX
9209 5. AVALON
LOS ANGELES 3, CALIFORNIA




* NATIONAL WATER
SKI MEET

N ORTH AMERICAN water ski enthus-
iasts will rendezvous at Long Beach, Cali-
fornia on August 21, 22 and 23 for the
1953 National Water Ski Championships.
Long Beach Marine Stadium, scene of
Olympic rowing championships and the
home of Southermn GCalifornia speedboat
racing will be the site for the big meet that
will draw an estimated 300 contestants
from all parts of America.

Charles Sligh, President of the Ameri-
can Water Ski Association, approved the
Marine Stadium course on a recent wvisit
to the West Coast. Sligh expressed satis-
taction with the Stadium’s protected waters
that will permit top performances in the
competitive events as well as in the “dra-
matic and trick skiing” events,

Long Beach’s sanction includes an op-
tion on the 1954 International Champion-
ship meet and the possibility of a World
Championship meet at the Stadium in
1955. This will be the first visit of the Na-
tionals to the West Coast. For some years
the Annual National meet has been held at
Cypress Gardens, Florida
out the world as a skiing paradise,

The Nationals will be jointly sponsored
by the Independent-Press Telegram News-
papers, the Long Beach Amusement League
and the Chamber of Commerce. The Long
Beach Boat and Ski Club and other water
ski organizations throughout the Southland
will assist in hosting the events,

Less than 40 air miles from the home
stations of the major television, newsreel
and radio stations in Hollywood, the 1953
Nationals will without doubt receive full
national coverage. -

famous through-

http: //boatsport.org

C. MULFORD SCULL

The world of boat racing lost a famous and uni-
versally popular figure on Memorial Day at Pleasan:-
ville, N.J. when Mulford Scull succumbed to a h
attack. “Mully” was battling for the lead in the
heat of 48 Hydros when he slumped over the wh
and his “Shooting Star” drifted to a stop near the stari
ing line. Attending physicians rushed him ashore in =
Navy launch, but he failed to respond to emergency
freatment. His wife Ruby and their two daughiers,
Barbara Jean and Mary Ellen, were present at the
course, Ruby was scheduled to drive in the next event
in her new 136 Hydro “Mickey Mouse Too.” Out of
respect for the popular driver, regatta officials can-
celled the remainder of the program. Scull, who &
been racing boats for 35 years was 53.

Scull operated an outboard and inboard boafin
shop at Ventnor Heights, and in years of service w
one of the oldest Johnson Qutboard Motor dealers i
the country. He was largely responsible for the interest
in speedboating in Ventnor. He was a member of ons
of South Jersey’s best-known families, for whom the
nearby community of Scullville was named and zalso 2n
arm of the inland waterway known as Scull’s Bay.

Mully began his racing career as an amateur in
the outboard ranks in 1917. He twice won the Sir
Thomas Lipton Trophy. In 1931 at Oakland, Californiz
he won the Lorimer Trophy, emblematic of the Natios
Amateur Championship. As an amateur he establi
new world's records in C and F Hydro. He furn
professional ranks in' 1932 and in 1934 won the N
tional Class C title. In 19392 he added the Class A &
to his list of championships. He was one of the firs
achieve success in the 48 Hydros and won the cove
U.S, |. shield in 1951. Mully was an accomplished b
builder as well as an able mechanic. Ruby's world
records in the 48 Runabout class bear testimony o his
abilities. Always generous and helpful fo others in
sport, he will be long remembered for his contributio
to the sport of boat racing.

COMPLETE. OUTBOARD
RACING PARTS SUPPLY

New motcrs, new parts, castings and semi-
finished parts for all Racing motors, Send
25c for 1953 jllustrated catalogue,

RANDOLPH HUBBELL
2511 No. Rosemead Bivd., El Monte, Calif.

LOOK TO

De Silva

FOR LEADERSHIP

De Silva Boats enjoy Driver Popularity due

to their Superlative Performance—Speed—

Fine Construction—Distinctive Appearance—
and Easy Maintenance.

Design and C(ms'tuction of Quality
Racing Boats Since 1926
SEE THE LATEST ALL-NEW
SUPER C RUNABOUT!

DE SILVA BOATS
3964 Redwood Ave. Venice, Calif,

This kit includes: all-steel billet cam adjustable push
rods, mushroom cam followers and springs for

Chrysler ® Dodge ® DeSotc ® Lincoln
Buick (] Cad L] Olds L] Studebaker

We make adjustable pushrods to
sliminate hydraulic tappets that can
be used on your stock camshafts,

These CAMSHAFTS are guaranteed
not to wear or scuff-up the lifters,

Write for information

HOWARD'S RACING CAMS

10122 SO. MAIN ST., LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
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Jinx with a new bottom is running again.

Story and Photos by HAROLD KELLY

REBUILDING A PLYWOOD BOTTOM

)

DON'T discard that boat! What if the
bottom is ruined—all isn’t lost. Any boat-
man would have access to the few tools
needed to make a first class repair.

On the second day out in my brand new
boat, T literally ruined the bottom, hitting
a log studded with spikes while travelling
I than 40 mph. The accompanying
s show the actual work that T did to
oat back in condition. By follow-
illustrated process it is a simple
the bottom of any flat
plywood construction.

General Practice

On well made boats of this type, the
bottom is the last step in construction. This
is done just in case a bottom replacement
is necessary. Some builders glue on the
bottom and fasten with screws or nails;
others use a product such as Sealer 900 in
place of the glue. The bottom on my boat
was screw fastened and glued—and just
for good measure the builder had also nsed
some anchor-fast nails,

Remove the Fastenings

First I took a belt sander and sanded the
edges and middle of the boat where the
fastenings were, until each fastening show-
ed. The next step was to take an ice pick
and clean out the screw slots before at-
empting to remove the screws. With the

L O

Ssesirews removed the next job was to get at

the anchor-fast nails. T used a chisel to chip
out around the head of each one, removing
enough material so that I could get hold of
the head with a claw hammer.

Turn the Boat Owver

With the fastenings
to remove the bottom
and put it on a couple
simple matter now to p

next step is
he boat over
rses. It is a
ottom off

with a heavy hammer and 2 short piece
of 2 x 4.

Now tumm the boat over a If the
bottom was glued on yon have to

plane off the small pieces of plywood that
are still glued fast to the &ames. If a sealer
was used you won't have this problem to
contend with and you are ready to put
on a new bottom.

Fit the New Botiem

My boat is 11 feet long, so I got a 4 x 12
panel of waterproof plywood, finished on
both sides, which would permit me to put
the bottom on in one piece. The first step
is to make a V cut to start to form the
point at the bow. Now roughly cut the
outline—fit the V carefully to the bow and
fasten the panel in place with about ten
screws. Most of the excess material that
you left can be planed away now.
" Preparation

Set up a simple template so that you
can locate the holes for your fastenings
about 3” apart, It is an easy job.now to
drill the holes for the screws using a spe-
cial bit that drills and countersinks in one
operation. Now remove the temporary fast-
emings and lift off the bottom. After the
trouble experienced with removing the
glue, I decided to use Sealer 900, coating
each frame generously with this sealer.
Lay the bottom back in place and drill in
all of the screws. Complete this fastening
job as quickly as possible. T prefer to use
wood dough to fill in over the countersunk
screw heads.

Finishing

Everything is now fastened down se-
curely and you can plane off the excess
material around the edges. An oscillating
sander cuts down the time on preparing
the surface for paint. I used one coat of
white Firzite as a primer for the fir ply-
wood and finished off with two coats of
hard racing enamel, sanding between coats,
If you use mahogany plywood, I would
recommend 3 coats of hard racing enamel.

Operation Completed

The whole job took me sixteen hours,
f the builder had used a sealer rather
than glue I could have completed the re-
pair in 12 hours. Don’t discard that boat
with a damaged bottom, and watch out
for floating logsl!

Bottom ruined—punctured and torn by spikes in floating beam.




The spikes punched some sizeable holes.

Cleaning out the screw slots with an ice pick.

Use belt sander to expose the screws,

Remove the screws.

The fastenings are out and just the glue holds the botiom on.

5



Pound off the botiom with a heavy hammer and a 2 x 4.

Fatiently plane off the plywood and glue that adhered.

The botiom is off. Now to clean up the trames.

Drilling for screws. Use combination drill and counter-sink.




ULL RACE
SKI BOAT

The feminine member of the crew, Frankie
Sipple, practicing ski ballet.
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Beauty, simplicity and speed all wrapped up in ons boat.

Photos by JASPER NUTTER

AS FAST as a racing runabout, as smooth
riding as any family pleasure boat, and
just about. the most beautiful thing you
have ever seen on the water . . . thats
Phift, Phift, Rudy Ramos” custom built run-
about. Rudy and his erew, which includes
Miss Frankie Sipple, are water ski enthus-
iasts, so naturally the runabout was built
with speed and good handling as necessary
characteristics.

Phfft Phift, which appears in color on
our cover this month, is an original design
by the builder, Joe Mandella of Los An-
geles, who in addition to a number of
successful ski tow boats is responsible for
the fast traveling E Racing Runabout,
Donald Duck.

The Ramos runabout is 18’ overall, this

length selected as ideal for rough water
operation but not too long for good man-
euverability. The boat turns quickly and

smoothly without loss of speed in the tu\ o

The bottom is %” 5 ply Super Harbo

and the sides are Douglas fir plywood. The
deck and interior trim and sealing are ma-
hogany. Frames are of %” poplar spaced
15” on centers and overlapping on an in-

R
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Owner Rudy Ramos, a water sports enthusiast.

Frankie Sipple, one of Long Beach Boat and Ski
Club’s most talented young ladies, rides behind
the new Rames speedster.

Rudy likes a fast ride on the skis and barring
2 racing hydroplane there isn‘t anything on the
water in his ferritory that will taw any faster

than "Phfft Phift,




A nice top shot on the full race Cad showing

practically every part of the installation. Note

the U joints ,spline, shaft on the drive to the

gear box, and the pump assemblies all in the
foreground of the phote.

terior chine. The entire boat is screw fast-
ened with brass and bronze. Maotor string-
ers are of selected oak extending from the
transom to within 3’ of the bow. All of the
construction is bonded and reinforced with
six layers of fiberglass on the bottom and
one on the sides. Ready to go in the water,
this fast runabout weighs only 1700 lbs,

Howard Johansen, whose Mixmaster is
giving the 266 class fits, is responsible for
the full race Cadillac in Phfft Phfft. The
Cad, which V-drives through a 10% over-
drive, is equipped with Howard’s M 6 steel
billet racing cam, mushroom tappets and
adjustable pushrods. The bore is 4" and
stroke is stock. Carburetion is four Ford
48 carburetors and the Cad ignition sys-
tem has been replaced with a Vertex mag.

On 91 octane gas the Cad is developing
300 h.p. at 4500 rpm. Turning a 12 x 17
Hi Johnson prop, Phfft Phfft has terrific
acceleration. Much figuring and experiment
went into the selection of this propeller as
it was necessary to reach the best possible
balance between acceleration and top speed
without objectionable torque.

Rudy and his crew are on the water
every weckend and Phfft Phfft runs race
after race with only the minimum of over-
hauling. The combination which is pro-
ducing this reliability came about after
many weeks of trial and error testing to
ferret out all the bugs in the high horse-
power set up.

This year's ski racing season has just
started in the southland, with three of the
big clubs, the Long Beach Boat and Ski
Club, Los Angeles Boat Club, and the
Pasadena Boat Club having conducted one
race each, but so far Rudy has managed
to make a clean sweep of the ski events.
Southland clubs hold a ski tow drag race
at each meet and the new Mandella is
top boat in this department too. All in all
Phfft Phfft is the goingest ski boat of the
season.

At full bore Rudy’s hot rod ski boat exhibits
perfect riding trim.

*Phift Phfft,”” the goingest ski boat of the season has terrific acceleration.
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All dressed up and NO BOAT TO GO. “Shorty”
Gray, 4, the youngest skipper of the Pasquotank
River Yacht Club.

Befly Ann Bwmahm, Plymouth, N.C,,

Festival and Regalta Queen.

Story and Photos by Jack Williams

.A. FESTIVAL all complete with miles
of parades, bands and foats, dancing and
a big Coronation Ball . . . two full days of
racing for Stock Outboards and the In-
board classes . . . pack sixty thousand vis-
itors into a little town with a population
of only fifteen thousand . . . now toss in
some 90° weather and a freak storm and
you will have the general picture of the
Tar Heel Race Meet.

Elizabeth City down in the Tar Heel
State of North Carolina has several claims

to fame. It was right here, according to

legend, at the site of the Lost Colony on
Roanoke, where the first potatoes were
allegedly seen by white men. Memorial
Day of each year is the date of the date
of the annual Albemarle Potato Festival
and this is the day when boat racing too is
a featured attraction at Elizabeth City.
This is an all out celebration,

= _'.-.-'..:_;511




Queens and a Fine Course

The boating contingent arrives early at
Elizabeth City to tune up and try out the
course and, not just incidentally, to enjoy
the festivities. Every time a speed boat
driver turned around he saw another beau-
tiful queen, for the hosts went all out in
this department with a total of nine beau-
tiful gals from surrounding states. .

The Pasquotank River Yacht Club, under
the direction of Commodore Tilton Hay-
man and Racing Chairman Russ Twi-
ford, produced this year a Gold Cup type
of course which would make possible
record speeds given good racing conditions.
Most of the legion of parade spectators
marched down to the juniper and cypress
lined shores and crowded the docks, cruis-
ers and beautiful private lawns on the
Southwest side of the Pacquotank River
and on the causeway on the back stretch.

Stock Outboards

The stock outhoard program on Satur-
day drew something just short of one hun-
dred entries and was blessed with fair
weather conditions. Three spills and a
number of conk-outs kept the traffic and
the crowd, well sunburned in the 90° heat,
stuck it out to the final cannon.

Norman Rand, who just a week before
was first to finish in the Patuxent Mara-
thon in his Miss Pesky, was top man in the
BU runabout class which mustered thirty
entries and required two elimination heats.
... A, H. Cousins, Richmond, Va., second
and William Smith, third.

Daniel Rogerson from Portsmouth, Va.
driving That’s All IV won the B Stock
Hydro crown. Jimmie Hayes, Commodore
of the Carolina Racing Association flipped
and cooled off in the drink. He was un-
injured. Scottie Straus beat out a field of
cight in the A Stock Hydro race.

Commedore Tilten Hayman, Referee Al Baver and Race Chairman Rwss Twiford stand behind four
of the outhoard first place winners—Ileft to right: Scotty Straws, A Steck Hydro, Tink Vail, C Hydro
and Free-for-All, Daniel Rogerson, B Stock Hydre, and Bernard Abrams, CU,

http: //boatsport.org

A x ]

Pit scene at Elizabeth City Shipyard on Sunday.

There was a little confusion at the start
of the AU Runabout race since some of
the drivers did not hear the warning can-
non and had to run the first heat a second
time, Charlie “Frank” McNaughton, a smil-
ing Irishman from Elizabeth City, made
smotoh starts in the first two heats and
kept ahead of his field all the way. Ronald
Chilton in Fancy Pants shoved Mac’s Hi-
Spray almost to a record speed in the
second heat,

Freak Storm

J. Bernard Abrams, the perennial leader
in the CU Runabout class, driving his
Flash hull Wang-Dang was an easy win-
ner of hoth heats.

As the outboards were being loaded on
trailers at the end of the day, a whirling
dervish of a storm dashed across the river

at 40 knots but left the area in abowt =

twenty minutes. A moonlit night, moder:
winds and a clear morning brought 15,008
spectators into the pit area to watch the

Sunday program of inboard racing on the

2% mile course. Before race time the
smooth water began to take on a sicken-

ot
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Fourteen BU’s rounding a turn.

ing, grayish-green color as an unprecedent-
ed cold front began to move in from the
northeast and eventually hard, cold and
gusty wind cut diagonally across the course,

A Crowd Pleaser

Rough water took its toll of the “135%.”
Joe Wolf from Reading, Pa., did a two
heat job of driving that earned him a pair
of first places, the applause of ‘the crowd
and the respect of all of the competitors.
He split the left sponson in the first heat—
tore it entirely off of the boat between
heats and ran the second race without it,
In this second heat he charged around
the course like a madman and showed an
astounding ability to bounce his hydra
around the tums on the one remaining
sponson, the right one at that.

In the first heat, Joe Palmer dashed
from second place to the pits when his
Tommy Boy started to shed a sponson.
Jerry Powell of Richmond followed Palm-

Ler across the line. Bill Ritner's Wa-Wa,

~~“driven by Gene Massey was second in
the second heat and the third place went
to Chromium owned by Frank O’Hearne
and driven by Bob Leuckenhoff, Don Wil-
son did not elect to risk his Who-Dat in
the rough water and was disappointed at
not being able to tryout his newly in-
stalled dry sump.

Winners of the inbeard classes, lefi to right, 1st rew—Tommy Woeod, POD, W. H. Harrisen, 48 CI.!.
In. Hydro, Elwood Fleiscott, ER Runabout, and Ty Bain, owrer of winning 48. 2nd row—Joe Mascari,
E Service, Roy Broyhill, 138, Harry M, Bickford, D Service and Franceis Lavigne, 266 Free-for-all.

A section of the outboard pits on Saturday.
The 136's

Roy Broyhill, Commeodore of the Hope-
well Yacht Club, Va., drove Wabbit-
Twacks into a pair of first places. It is in-
teresting :to note that his best winning time
was only nine miles an hour slower than
the 1385 best heat. Billy Brown in Wanion

 Duchess was a close second and George
Cooper’s “7-11" placed third.

The Frenchman Won It

The 266 class had the crowd in sus-
pense the new Mar-Bel wa$ still on the
trailer at race time. Owner Curt Martens
was being cautious about running in the
husky cross wind. Francois Lavigne from
Montreal launched his Escapade and dash-
ed past the starting barge signalling that
the water was too rough. While circling
to the pits, he changed his mind and start-

Sy




Jesse Pitzer, Chiaf Timer, and daughter Patsy.

Joe Wolf’s 135 X" with a shattered sponsen
coming out on the crane for a quick repair job
between heats.

Ambassador from Ireland, lohn J. Hearne, kisses

the hand of Honorary Queen, Jeanne Ferguson.

The potate bag costume defracts nothing from

this Irish beauty, who was Miss Belfast of 1947,
and is currently Miss Pennsylvania.

http: //boatsport.org

Around the Other Classes

W. H. Harrison from Norfolk was frst
in the 48 cubic inch hydros and Harry
Bickford took the D Service Bunabout
trophy. The E Service Runabout title went
to Joe Mascari driving his world record
holder. Cary. Elwood Pleiscott, new in the
E Racing class won both heats of his com-
petition “just cruising around” in My Boy
Woody.

ed to maneuver for starting position. Stuart
Wilson from Dearborn in his Fo-Mo-Co
Kid, a new Lauterbach job, made a steady
approach to the line and a fast start, La-
vigne fish-tailed too long and too close to

g

the line and made a poor start. The k|
Frenchman caught Wilson at the first turn 'xhi

and excitement rose as Fo-Mo-Co tepeat-
edly showed phenomenal acceleration to
nearly catch Escapade on each turn and
on the back stretch. Finally Wilson called
off the rough water duel and returned to
the pits. Lavigne banged on as though he
were in a tight race and received a burst
of applause as he shaved the buoys at
the finish,

Pacific One Designs

Cow's Tail with owner Thomas Wood
from Newport News conked out just as
he crossed the finish line in first place.
Ralph Brogden’s Little Injun was the see-
ond place winner. Wood’s best lap was a
very creditable 45.386 mph, good time
considering the water conditions.

Befter Luck Next Time

Tidewater Motorboat and Racing Asso-
ciation of Norfolk and the Pacguotank
River Yacht Club deserve all praise for

their efforts to make possible a first class -~
regatta. The pits were above average fc:rvi
the East Coast—the conduct of the entire ~

event was excellent and the course was
potentially of record calibre. Weather is
no respector of man's best efforts. Better
luck next year.
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WANGANUI
By BIG NIX

SATURDAY, April 18th gave me an un-
expected run to Wanganui to witness the
closing club meet for the area and to see
for the first time the annnal Round the
Bridges event for the Cole Cup and tro-
phies generously donated by business men
of the town.

The Wanganui river, long famed as a
scenic attraction, flows down from the
slopes of the central highlands, through
virgin bush country, to reach the Tasman
Sea at the small port from which the river
takes its name, or is it vice versa? Above
the town it runs fairly fast and wide under
the railway bridge, and some two and a
half miles below passes under the main
highway at the City bridge, thence to the
sea. The big race is an open event run
from the City bridge, upstream, turning
right hand round the piers of the Rail-
way bridge, down to a buoy below the
bottom bridge and back upstream again,
twice around to give almost exactly 10
miles all told.

Nineteen starters, hydros and runabouts
of all sizes and shapes, massed down
stream, forming up with the faster rigs

leading, Gathering way up to the starting

area, these made the most impressive sight
I have seen in this line. Early On, Tiko
Wera, a previous double winner, Clipper
and Top Flite were prominent, with the
runabouts back in the field led by Strip
Tease and Miss Fielding. Top Flite was
Tunning on a temporary repair to a spon-
son ,which had been affected by tacking
part of the decking over a gaping hole
sustained in one of the earlier events.
Didn’t seem to be at all worried by this
either.

| http: //boatsport.org | :

Some scenery at this New Isalind course at Tuakau, just south of Aukland. “Saga” leads “Zip,”
“Fleetwing™ and “SSmgray™ during an “all in” handicap event. They race clockwise.

Up to the first tum
hung grimly together,
back to Miss Foxton. O=
Clipper and Top Fliie
and then themselves
posite the start with °
lead by 10 to 12 se
and back several h
was Tiko Wera, lagg
ace, Running back up
again the order was =

of sight
The rum-

abouts Strip Tease. > and
Miss Fielding raced o k, noth-
ing much between ¢ strung
out at this stage, the m or those
in the back ranks was dicap sec-
tion, at this stage known only fo the wise
men up at control

Up river, Murray Wilkams nursed Clip-
per further ahead £ te. A long
way gack, one of brothers in
Tiko Wera would fuce a near

wins. Down

turn, Clipper,
2 by 10 seconds
ute back to the

miracle to repeat h
past the crowd to
hitting close on 70
from Top Flite, a

INTERMOUNTAIN HOLIDAY

Sweeping view of Falcon Aero Marine Stadium with the snow capped Wasatch Range in the
background — one of the popular racing sites in the Intermountain Region.

/Region 18, 104 outfits,

By MEL LEWIS

TH’EY tore the lid off the Intermountain
Racing season schedule at Salt Lake- City’s
Haynes Lake on Memorial Day. Ten thou-
sand fans from five surrounding states
looked on as a record entry for APBA's
staged a full 20
heats of racing.

The program included four classes of
Stock Outboards, five classes of Racing
Outboards topped off with the 135°s and
the 225's.

third boat. Round the buoy and on the
home run, Clipper gave a mighty leap over
& wash which raised a gasp from the
crowd, but did no damage, and then flew
fiome to win by 12 seconds from Harold

Peters,-in turn just 60 seconds ahead of
Tiko Wera.

The winner’s time at 9 minutes, 40 sec-
onds averaged just over 60 mph, and set
a new record for the race. Into the bar-
gain it was probably one of the fastest
races for this class ever raced round this
way. With the NZ record at 66 odd, Mur-
ray Williams would be a good bet if he
attempted to bring the record back to the
North Island.

In the handicap section Tom Halket's
big runabout, Satan, although one of the
last to finish, came to light to take Brst
place, the handsome Helean Cup and a
really worthwhile trophy. Clipper and Top
Flite again featured to take the minor
places.

Altogether a very- enjoyable day and a
good windup for the season.
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It comes in the “believe it or not” col-
umn, that there wasn’t one single case of
engine failure during the regatta . . . That's
what the report says at any rate.

The turnout indicates. that Int
tain Racing will be well attended
son and that the APBA’s youngest
has come of age.

Cam Harmon, with Paul Tyson riding deck,
scored a pair of firsts in F Racing.

The trophy has an 18” high palladium
column, upon which rests a hand-engraved
globe of the world. Surmounting the globe
is a replica of the American 266-class hy-
droplane x'hich with the 225-cubic-inch

: ‘ n 500 kg. class, are
] Grand Prix.

cance to the

GLAMOBOUS Denise Darcel presents
$7,500 Baker Palladium Trophy to speed-
boat king Frank Foulke (right) of Essex,
Maryland, winner of I
Prix race held last Dec
ange Bowl Regatta at M
made at sports luncheon at

restaurant in New York.

Charles Engelhard, Newark, N.J., Presi
dent of Engelhard Industriés Grong
er) donated trophy, costliest in spee
competition. Trophy is made of palladium,
a white precious metal in the platinum
family.

International Grand Prix was raced for
the first time last December and will be
an annual event at Orange Bowl Regatta
for crack American and European speed-
boat racers, in tradition of Harmsworth
Trophy races,

20

t‘i::ip\ on b) fOl't:lng d
Unlimited classic has ende
inability to finance the building of

d aue ¢

lr’)ltﬂ
and engines capable of competing on equal
terms with expensive American models.

Glen Burke from Chico, California wen the C

Service Hydro title. Blaine Devlin from Caldwell,

Idahe, trailing here, gave the former world
recerd holder a tough race,

Dick Bradford, a home towner, edged oui a
close victory in D Stock Runabout.

Nila McKay, hailing from Green River, Wyo.

does some commendable throtile bending to

prove that a gal can make her mark in the

boat racing game. A dozen of the B Stock
Hydres trailed Nila to the finish.

By requiring boat owners to conform to
266-class hull and power plant regulations,
the International Grand Prix reopens com-
petition to determine the world’s fastest
speed-boat driver among crack Italian,
French, British and Belgian pilots.

“We hope that this new race and the
Baker Paladium Trophy will prove a means
of furthering international goodwill and
friendship,” explains Mr. Engelhard, presi-
dent of the companies in the Engelhard
Industries group, who put the trophy into
cmopetition,

“In choosing to make the trophy in pal-
ladium, which the dictionary defines not
only as a precious metal but as ‘safeguard
or protection, we have perhaps hit upon
a fortunate symbol. Mlle. Denise Darcel’s
participation in its official debut empha-
sizes the intermational character of this new
annual race,”
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A RACER’S DREAM 1B
COME TRUE

Story and Phofos by BARNEY BUTLER-

A SPACIOUS artificial lake built just for
boat racing—plenty of pit area—free gas
and oil—beautiful country surroundings,
with a huge natural grandstand sloping up
from the water's edge—rest rooms—ice
cold drinks and sandwiches and an N.O.A.
sanctioned race with cash prizes every
Sunday afternoon all summer long,

"Sounds too good to be true, but all of
that and much more is the boat driver’s
dream that has really come true at Tomco
Lake, just nine miles south of Memphis,
Tennessee, on U. S. Highway 61 at the
Tennessee-Mississippi State Line.

For the first time in the Mid-South out-
board speed boat racing has become a
regular weekly sports event and has taken
its place alongside of baseball, wrestling, Bill Barren lost his crash helmet but won the CDF Hydre race on opening day. _
_stock ear races, ete. Outboard racing driv- i
ers roll their equipment into the Tomco

'Ldk[‘ pits every Sunday. Spectators from
miles around start coming in as early as
9:30 in the morning to picnic and enjoy
the spacious grounds that surround the
lake. Then at 2:00 p.m. the races get
under way and the crowds gather on
the hillside grandstand to watch nine or
ten heats of top-notch racing with boats
driven by some of the hottest drivers in
the country.

All of this is primarily the result of the
efforts of Cooper Y. Robinson, assisted by
many other outboard and sports enthus-
insts, most of whom are members of the
Rebel Outboard Club of Memphis, Tenn.

There goes a shear pin and Doris Doris, a very i
capable gal driver, is out of the race. :

Drivers’ meefing at Tomce Lake.




Judges’ stand and hillside grandstand.

Robinson and his friends, who have
raced outboards for many years, were con-
vinced that with the proper arrangements
speed boat racing could take its place with
other American sports events which have
a regular following of spectators. They
knew that it would be a hard job to =et a
setup that would do the trick, but decided
to give it a try. A corporation was formed,
an ideal site was located, and the work
got under way in the fall of 1952,

A levee almost one mile long was built
to form the lake. Roads and parking lots
were cut out of the woods. The hill that
was to be the grandstand was cleared and
graded. Concession stands, lavatories.
judges” stand, fences, gates and many other

facilities. were constructed.
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The Pure Oil Company volunteered to
provide free gas and oil to any and all
drivers for the entire season. The Coca
Cols Botiling Company pitched in with a
fine public address system, decorations
and signs, and many others gave freely of
their time and efforts to whip the like and
grounds into shape for racing.

The first race at Tomco Lake was held
on Aprl 26th of this year, with a wonder
ful sendoff by the Memphis press, radio
and TV stations. The Rebel Outhoard Club
drivers were joined by visiting contestants
from Nashville, Greenville, Tupelo, Clarks-
dale, Helena and other towns, A large
crowds of spectators gathered on the hill-
side grandstand and settled down to watch
one of the most exciting and best-planned
races ever seen in the Mid-South.

" That was the beginning. Since that time,
a race has been held every Sunday after-
noon, With constant additions and im-
provements, Tomeo Lake has become one
of the country’s most perfect spots for
drivers and spectators alike,

The races, which will be held every
Sunday all summer long, weather permit-
ting, are N.O.A. sanctioned Division 4,
and cash prizes are awarded for CVery race.
Events are scheduled for: A, B. @ Service,
D and F Runabouts; A, B, C Service
Hydros, Fishing Boats and Free-for-all.
The fishing boats are wutility type with
motors of not more than 10 h.p., open ex-
haust optional. A heat for D & F Hydros
wis included in the original line-up, but
was dropped due to lack of entries.

Ask the boys in Memphis, Tennessee, and

they’ll tell you. ¥ yon don’t believe that
dreams come true. just carry yourself to
Tomeo Lake any Sunday and see for your-
self. Gates open at 9:30 a.m.—drivers
meeting at 1:00 p.m.—races start at 2 p.m,

P L appatiais
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wems PATUXENT

bicis b, e e M A R A I H o N :

THE Indianapolis Speedway type of out-
board marathons—in this case eight times
around a 6% mile circuit—had its debut on
the Chesapeake thisspring, and it looks as
though it is here to stay. The event was the
Fourth Annual Patuxent River Marathon
sponsored by the Solomons, Md. Quthboard
Club in cooperation with the Solomons
Island Yacht Club.

Good Weather — Nice Course Eugene Hornberger of Pleasantville, N.J., going all eut at the end ef one lap of his racs,

In contrast to the rough and tumble race
of a year earlier, which had a 40% break-
down rate, this year’s marathon was
smooth-running and weather conditions e
were ideal. Previously outboards had been
sent up the Patuxent twenty or thirty miles
and return. Coming rather early in the
season, the race wasn't always blessed with

- good weather. As a result the field of
starters was beginning to show the effects.

There were 75 drivers on hand this time
—somewhat below last year—but you can
bet the field will be much larger in 1954,
The good word is getting around.

A woman driver, Patricia Hurley from Urbanna,
Virginia, shows her stuff in the BU race.

In Class CU, J. Bernard Abrams of Wilmington,
N.C., gets the checkered flag as he crosses the
finish line in “Wang Dang.”

26 BU's

To nobody’s surprise the BU Class pro-
duced the largest number of starters.
Twenty-six hit the line off the tip of Solo-
mons Island. Norman Rand in his red and
yellow M & M Jet hull Miss Pesky took the
lead at the first turning buoy off Drum
Point, and he was never headed, On the
seventh round Rand lapped his first boat,
His time for the 50 miles was 1:17.24.
Eight seconds back of Rand, came Chuck
Daugherty in Nasty Nine II, also one of
the Ed Cahen-built jobs. Both drivers are
members of Capital Power Boat Assn. in
Washington, D. C. Third place was taken
by Peter Rosati of Richmond Hill, N.Y.,
with a Ravean hull. All three of the leaders
were powered by Mercury mators.
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Coke bottles, lunch boxes, portable typewriters

and the P. A, gear . . . all the junk that gathers

on the official stand during the race. Seated

next to the twe lady scorers is Malcolm Lam-

borne, Jr. “Speed and Spray’s’ Washingien cor-

respondent. The guy with the binocs is Referes
Al Baver.

The winning team in the BU race. Mechaniec

Everstte Edwards on the right and Nerman Rand
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The pits after one of the races. A crane was previded for launching.

The big winner of the day, Nerman Rand.

AU and CU Togeiher

Boats were sent away by classes and-

starts spaced so that the course was clear

ofone division before the next got under -
way. The AU’s and CU’s were started to-

gether, totaling a 22-boat field. Twenty-
one-year-old Scotty Strauss, one of the
better drivers in Region 4 (Scotty was
regional high point prohydro driver last
year) set a fast pace for the AUs—and a
sizeable number of CU’s too. Driving Tom-
my Johnson’s Sho-Nuff II, Strauss was
home first in the good time of 1:2904.
Only one boat finished ahead of him, and
it was the winner of the CU’s, Bernard
Abrams’ Wang Dang from Wilmington,
N.C. His time was 1:28.52. Strauss was
driving a Mercury powered Sid-Craft and
Abrams an Elto-powered Dixie Flash,

Runners-up in AU were Nick Chapman’s
Rowdy of East Moriches, N.Y., and Bill
Steinfield’s High Society III of Long Beach,
N.Y. Both drive Curtis-Craft outfits, In the
runner-up department for CU’s were E,.
G. Ford, Jr.’s Speedliner Spike with a John-
son motor, and A. W. Seeley, Jr.’s Blue
Streak, a home-made job with Evinrude
pOWer,

The DU’s Were Moving

Fred Snyder of Lancaster, Pa. paced a
fourteen boat DU field for 8§ laps, driving
a Speedliner with a Merc 25, His time
was 1:04:54, Walter E, Robbins of Spring-
field, Mass. in a Switzer Craft was next
across, followed by Doug Stone of Beaver-
dam, Va. in Blitz Buggy, a Speedliner hull,
Jack Holt of Fort Belvoir, Va., high point
regional driver in stocks last vear, was a
strong third for seven laps when he shear-
ed a pin on his Baby Boo. Holt limped back
to the pits but couldn’t get started again.

Free for All Stock Hydros

Robert Boerckel's Rhubarb, a Swift hull
from Franklin Square, N.Y., was first to
finish in the Free-for-all Stock Hydros.
Second and third went to Thurston Hinyub
of New Orleans, La. in a Jacoby, and Rich-
ard Holt’s Sabre Jet, a Swift from Dags-
boro, Del. All three were Mercury powered.

Only One Survived

A small field of EU’s eame out but only
one finished. Bill Gross’ M. Belle III of
Essex, Md. George Bonsal of Baltimore,
last year’s class winner at Solomons, was
doing fine in the EU’s when he got some
grass in his lower unit and burned out his
engine. It was too bad, as Bonsal has been
running mighty fine and was talking about
setting up a new EU one-mile mark which
has been vacated for some time,

Edgar Bowen Was Missed

The official work was excellent. The
committee included Carl Breland, Al Bauer,
Horace Walker, Earl Hildebrand and Tom
Buckler. Much missed was Edgar Bowen,

regatta chairman, who died several weeks

before the race. Edgar had been active in
racing and fishing circles on the Chesa-
peake for many years,

ra



By TOMMY McBRIDE
Photos by Joe Walles
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S THE morning of May 3rd dawned
and the last iceberg floated down the Mau-
mee River, the water around Clark Island
at Walbridge Park was as peaceful and
serene as a picture. Old Sol had no sooner
peeked over the budding trees 'til some-
body fired up. The scream of this single
mosquito called out the swarm. The boys
started combing the cobwebs out of their
stacks on what was near perfect water,
but these test runs provided us with the
first “dunker” of the day. Chet Warren
pushed a little too hard on his “A” Jacoby
conventional with the powerplant blocked
up so high it must have been held on with
sky hooks, He executed a beautiful whing-
ding, landing business side up, but with
the powered head in his lap, and splintered
transom. Chester set the stvle and before
the day was over many of the lads felt
the chill of that icy water.

Interesting Course

The old tried-and-true “hulls, sporting
bright new paint jobs, and the flashy just-
out-of-the-crate and yet-to-be-tamed crea-
tions presented a beautiful sight to the
many drivers and pit crews who had been
gathering at Toledo for the past two days
for this first race of the season. )

The Maumee River Racing Association
got the ball rolling right on schedule.
A.P.B.A, rules would prevail, with the ex-
ception that open exhaust would be per-
mitted. The course was a one and two
thirds mile affair around Clark Island,
which would expose the drivers to two dif-
ferent types of water. The judges’ stand
and the pits were located on the mainland,
so when the boys came down for the start
they would pass between the island and the
main shore in water that had a short chop.
When they rounded the first turn they
would find themselves on the windward
side of the island running head-on over
small rollers. If the wind threatened to
“blow out™ the “bawt razz” the remainder
of the card would be run between the lee-
ward side of the isle and the shore.

Upset Winner

The “AU” boys got the show on the
road with two hotly contested elimination
heats at near record speeds. As the scream-
ing “A’s” barreled it into the first turn,
1953 APBA National Champion Dean
Chenoweth suddenly found himself in sec-
ond slot. This was unusual in that it is
seldom that “Cheny” is ever anywhere but
out in front when the field hits that first
buoy. On the second leg of this three lap
event Dean was about to make his bid for
the lead position when a spark plug let go
and burned out. James Miner, a handsome
_ teen-ager from Syracuse, Indiana, lead the
pack across the line in his Rinker built
H-1. Hot on his heels in second position
was Donald McClelland, driving out of
West Carrollton, Ohio, and Johnny Powers
from Fort Wayne, Indiana.
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Around the first turn — .Ih. sterm clouds are ferming.

. Tight Racing

To give some of the fellows time to pull
their “A’s” off and toss a “B” on the tran-
som, it was elected to run the “DU” next.
‘With not too many starters in this class it
was decided to run just one heat, but man,
what a sprint that was! As the gun sounded
the field hit the line perfectly and the bat-
tle was on. As they snarled into the first
turn, the three lead boats were packed to-
gether so closely you couldn’t have driven
a razor blade between them with a sledge
hammer. As they snorted up the back-
stretch and. ripped thru the second turn,
each man puiled about one boat-length
lead on the fellow behind him. On the sec-
ond lap the race was between Ray Lenk of
Detroit, and Akron’s Bill Hafiner; Bob
Lally of McClure, Ohio was holding down
third spot just daring either of them .to
make a slip and slide wide. Bill Haffner
won it with Lenk in “place” position, and
Bob Lally third.

Foriy One BU's

Bang! The five minute gun sounds for
the first “BU” elimination heat, and at
almost the same time the wind begins to
kick up. There were forty-one “BU’s” reg-
istered, which meant three elimination
heats before the final. During this first heat
one of the McBride Racing Team rigs,
Wildcat, driven by Frank Gereak slid, trip-
ped and went over. Frank emerged from
the ordeal with a blown crankcase and a
bruise where the gas tank had hit him on
the way out. Jon Culver of Dayton took
this heat, with Chenoweth second.

The next heat brought about more of
the same. On the far side of the island
96-5 tipped on one of these two foot rol-
lers that the wind was now tossing up.
Lois, driven by Jimmy Ames of Toledo, ap-
peared to be unable to miss the capsized
hull. There was a cloud of spray as the
Lois spun. Whether they hit or not I

couldn’t see. 95-§ — Rusty, also piled into*

the mess. The third heat was run off with-
out any flips, but the hulls were out of the
water more than they were in. Some of
the boys seriously thought about trading in
their speedometers for altimeters.

Kindling Weed Derby

The water on the backstretch turned into
huge white-caps, so the emergency course
was set up. The buoys were moved into
the channel between the island and the
mainland, for the rest of the days races.
The final heat of the “Bloody B's” might
have been termed “The Kindling Wood
Race,” because the splinters flew! This new
course threw the boys off a little at first,
and the first start was N.G. The’ second
start was good, and the buzzing “Bee’s”
scorced the water getting into that turn.
On the next go-round three boats were
running side by side heading for that first
turn again. Suddenly the rig nearest the
inside of the course stood straight up on
her transom and spun around in a dizzy
twist three times, The third time around
out went the driver, clear over the top of
the other two outfits. The remaining two
boats screeched on into the turn where
Eddie Zerbe, of Detroit, flopped his new
Switzer over on its back, right smack in
front of Chet Warren. Warren's boat
leaped over Zerbe's cockpit burying the
fin deeply into the cowling so that Zerbe
couldn’t get out. Lieutenant Tommy Atkin-
son, who was in charge of the Coast Guard
Reserve patrol boat, dove into icy Maumee
River to rescue the trapped Zerbe, a deed
which certainly prevented a tragedy. Luck-
ily no one was injured.

The pits as seen from Walbridge Park.
This might be the site of the 1953 Nationals.




From the Juagai' Stand — one flight of the BU’'s get away. Eddie Zerbe in the boat in the fore-
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ground was trapped under his hull when he flipped, but was reseued unhurt.

All the while this was going on, that
Chenoweth fellow had been nursing a com-
fortable lead around the other end of the
course, but due to the bad mix up at the
turn, the caution flag had to be flown, and
it didn’t give the boys a chance to really
show at their best. The race wound up
with Bob Hovermale of Jamestown, In-
diana copping first; Dean Chenoweth hold-
ing down second spot, and Charlie Hursh,
driving out of Goshen, Indiana, third,

Racing A's

Next on the agenda was the “A” Stock
Hydros. Oops, did I say “Stock?” Well
anyway, the “A” Hydros. All the while the
Utility boys were leaping about, many of
the Hydro lads were sneaking up the bank

and packing up, saying that it was more -

fun watching this “endurance contest” from
the shore. This was water made to order
for the rough and tumble Jacobys and Fil-
lingers, however. The conventionals and a
few of the more ruggedly constructed three
pointers gave out with one devil of a fine
race. It was a Detroit boy who walked off
with top honors this time. William Clark
pushed his X-4 to the front to stay there,

2%

The DU winner Bill Haffner.

with Den Hall of Columbus, Ohio, hauling
in second place trophy, and Bob Lally nab-
bing another third. Surprisingly enough,
all the boats that started in this race fin-
ished right side up, although some of the
drivers did look a wee bit sea sick.

Mot Many — But Het

Came next those muc hover-powered
shingles: the “D” Hydros, With a limited
number of boats of this class present, a
close contest was not expected. Still, when
the deep-throated growls grew louder as
the boys brought them in for the start, all
eyes were focused on these rigs that throw
such magnificent rooster tails. It was an
awesome sight to behold as the field hit the
turn together, each outfit reeking with

James Miner was the AU Class winner.

power. Jack Liggett of Toledo took to the
lead, and let her out he did! Ray Lenk
from Detroit pressed hard, but the flying
Liggett was not to be headed. That’s the
way they wound up. :

Reller Coaster

The screaming “B-Hydros” were next.
Again, as in the “A’s” a number of the
“name” drivers did not meet the starting
gun. However, there were those who were
determined that they would finish the race
or know the reason why. Some of them
found “the reason why!” One such unlucky
soul was Norm Romstead, who found the
crests of two rollers just a little too far
apart for his new Perkins’ hydro to span.
As the Hurricane Kid dug in, a white-
capped roller caught Norm square in the
chest and sucked him right out of the
cockpit! The wind-up found Bud Ruder
smoking from both barrels, with Dale
Hugill in second spot, and George Young
third.

Free for All

The outfits and drivers still intact after
this mad scramble took to the Free For
All, The tiny “AU’s” pitted their turning
ability against the mighty “D-Hydros” for
an exciting display of competition at its
roughest. Bob Lally broke that third place
jinks of his to come up with a win. Buddy
Ruder smoked again as he came home for
second and Art Siebert of Detroit cap-
tured third spot.

Gals Race

Now that the fellows had finished their
job of tearing up fine racing shingles, the
gals took over to give lessons on how a
race should really be driven. The Ladies’
Free For All found Mary Holloway spank-
ing along in Hubby's “A-Hydro” for a
beautifully driven first place. Donna Deal,
who was next across the line, picked up
her second prize of the day.

Coming Events

The Maumee River Racing Association’s
Commodore—Al Perkins, assisted by Rac-
ing Secretary Betty Young and Charles
Stewart, Sr. handled the details on the
judges’ stand, There were eighty-eight
drivers and one hundred eight boats reg-
istered from a three state area. The city
of Toledo furnished the facilities and po-
liced the area.

The APBA 1953 Divisionals will be run
here on August 23, with the eliminations
scheduled for the 22nd. Also, this course
has been eyed as the likely spot for the
APBA 1954 Nationals. The Toledo Junior
Chamber of Commerce promises smoother
water and less wind for the next regatta.
Well, at least it will be warmer|
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Bill Kuenzel’s action shot of “"Mixmaster”

in the trap at Miami at 127 miles per hour.

Howard dees considerable of his tear-down
and testing on the dynamoter stand in his shop.

Story and Phofos by: F. W. FISHER
Cutaways by: JIM RICHARDS

127 M P H —that was the speed

that Howard Johan-
sen’s Mirmaster made through the trap at
Biscayne Bay last December. This per-
formance started a storm of controversy:
OHV motors vs, flathead equipment. The
Mixmaster, a brand new 266 cubic inch
hydro was powered with a DeSoto Fire
Dome eight, one of the latest of the over-
head valve “V” type motors, The other 89
hydros in this class were at that time all
carrying, without exception, Ford Mer-
curys, flathead equipment converted to
racing. The existing record was short of
122 mph. No wonder there was a fiurry of
| excitement in inboard racing circles,




Flash in the Pan

Some of the experts hazarded a guess
that all of the speed in this outfit was on
the top end and that the flathead jobs
would continue to dominate closed course
competition. Others were frankly unim-
pressed and didn’t think that Mixmaster
would ever hold together long enough to
qualify and run an official mile trial for
the record. Mixmaster's spectacular per-
formance on the Long Beach Marine Sta-
dium course on Memorial Day has settled
all of the doubts. The Johansen boat had
miles an hour on the field which included
some of the best 266 equipment in the
country. Mixmaster can now be rated a
success,

First Appearance

Seldom has an individual in boat racing
built a winning combination with such
immediate and phenomenal success. How-
ever, this success has been reached only
as a result of great and determined effort
on Johansen's part. ;

Mirxmaster’s first appearance was at the
Salton Sea meet in the latter part of 1952.
On the trailer during the several days that
a howling wind prevented rating, the De-
Soto installations drew considerable com-
ment from visiting drivers from all parts
of the country. Howard Johansen, the own-
er of HOWARD'S RACING CAMS, a
speed shop in Los Angeles, was deluged
with questions, His report on dynamometer
tests on the Fire Dome Eight was enthus-
iastic. The dyno was reading 305 hp, and
this with a motor hardly well started on
the development stage as a racing engine.

Test Run

All that the Mixmaster got at this mest
was one short test run, but was a convincer
to some of the expert qbservers, Chuck

Ll
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Powell, who drove the boat on this run,
stated that the acceleration was terrific
and that in his opinion the outfit would
show record speed, once the bugs were
ironed out. Although fuel trouble kept the
outfit from peaking out, the speed was
considerably over the century mark. The
trouble on this occasion was traced to
clogged fuel lines and injector nozzles, re-
sulting from chemical reaction of meth-
anol on the una-anodized aluminum inner
surface of the fuel tank. This developed a
jellied substance that completely clogzed
up the fuel system.

As the end of the year neared, Howard
heard of a meet to be held in Florida—
over 3000 miles away—with a chance to
qualify the boat in competition cne day
and run mile trials the next. The fuel sys-
tem was thoroughly purged and a stain-
less steel tank installed in place of the
aluminum one. With Christmas only days
away, the boat and its crew left for sunny
Florida and Biscayne Bay.

Trouble . ., and 127 MPH

Trouble again plagued the Johansen
crew at Miami, On the first run out the
Mixmaster hit a cocoanut and drove it com-
pletely through the bottom and out the top
of the hull. The boat sank. A frantic all
night session on the whole outfit after salv-
age job put the equipment in running order
for the trials the next day. Their efforts
were rewarded with a one-way run which
exceeded 127 mph, and two-way average

TACH DinvE—
WICKENS SHAFT LOG

of 122.089 mph, which, although faster than
the record-holding Guess Who's mark of
121.703 mph, could not be counted an offi-
cial record as the boat had still not been
gualified in competition.

The Why of the Rule

For those not familiar with American
Power Boat Association Rules, a boat must
place 1st, 2nd or 3rd in a competition race
in its own class before it is eligible to run
for a mile record. It is possible to create a
machine that would go like a bird on the
straights and be utterly worthless in corn-
ers, which is just why the rules read as
they do—to prevent the development of
single purpose boats which cannot be raced
on a closed course. Apparently builder
Fred Wickens has come up with the right
answer in this hull for it goes like a bomb
on the straights and turns beautifully,

Mizmaster was left in Florida with Jim
Rathman for another meet, where it ran a
full 15 mph faster than any of its com-
petitors, although its performance was not
up to its previous runs. That was all for
Florida. The boat was towed home to Cali-
fornia behind—an M.G.! The “slow down
bug” was easy to find this time—a timing
gear had slipped.

Qualified at Last

The third time out Mixmaster shook the
jinx and qualified. Howard assigned George
Matucei from Oakland, California to do

#\1" JOINT

"— HALL CRAFT GEAR BOX
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is a VERTEX SCINTILLA magneto and
CHAMPION LA-11 plugs. The drive is
through a HALL CRAFT variable ratio
Gearbox to a HI JOHNSON 21” propeller,
FRED WICKENS is responsible for the
three-point hull, the hardware, shaft logd &
and the rudder assembly. \EL

Modifications

To make the easy breathing DeSoto en-
gine breath even easier, Howard designed
and made\aluminum heads for the engine
with %-inch larger than stock valves and
larger ports throughout. The hemispherical
chamber is retained with the spark plug
slightly relocated to clear enlarged valves.

Originally, for the first runs of the boat
and engine, the front two barrels of the
engine were sleeved down to bring the
displacement to legal size. Since then,
Howard has sleeved all of the barrels and
left the stock stroke so that the engine size
4 falls just under 266 cubic inches of dis-
i‘/ placement.

v i Pistons are Howard’s own design with |
A goed shot of the right side of the DeSoto which shews the injector pump and the eil coeling slight domes. When asked what the com-

system—the pairs of Va-inch copper tube running aleng side of the crank case. pression was, he admitted that he didn't
g actually know as he hadn’t had time to

ever c.c. the engine. His guess was be-
tween 10 and 12 to 1 compression.

the driving with explicit instructions to go
for a third place and in no event to risk
damage to the boat or engine in the gusty
wind that was blowing across the course.
This was a well calculated move, for How-
ard was laying plans for the mile trials at
Salton Sea just a week away. George took
" two third places as instructed making no
move to take the lead and when the race
was over there were still many who would
have to be shown that Mixmaster was a
top-flite competition boat.

More Wind at Salton

As all know who were at the last at-
tempted Salton Sea Meet, the wind blew,
and blew, and blew, and about all the rac- & 1 -
ing done was of the dockside variety, most " % . i I
of the boats never even getting their hulls M, and Mrs. Johansen with their first fling at boat racing have become dyed-in-the-wool enthus-
wet. Too bad the A P.B.A. hasn't yet auth- iasts—and after all who wouldn’t with first class prospects of a recerd holder.
orized the use of tenth mile speed traps

for setting records as has been done by | e S
the amateur automobile racing associations Mixmaster's’ Fire Dome Eight in the boat. The Hall Craft gearbox and the universals at each end

such as the S.C.T.A. This would permit of the shert shaft between the gearbex and the Aywheel show clearly here.

boat speed trials to be held in a great many
places where they are not now practical.

Technical Data

Many changes in the DeSoto setup have
been necessary since Mirmaster made the
first run at Salton Sea. As each successive
bug put in an appearance, Howard design-
ed and built new parts working toward
dependability at maximum output.

In addition to converting the DeSoto
V-8 to 3.550 bore and stock stroke, HOW-
ARD’S RACING CAMS have the follow-
ing equipment of their own design and
manufacture in the engine,

Billet Camshaft, Mushroom Tappets and
Adjustable Pushrods.

Fuel Injection System, 11:1 Racing Pist-
ons, Front Timing Cover and Special Alum-
inum Racing Heads.

Valve springs are stock CHRYSLER V-8
and the rings are SEALED POWER. In
this ignition department the combination
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All head bolts have been replaced with
full-length chrome-moly studs to insure
good seating of the head against the block.
Howard found that the original heads as
used on the boat in early runs did not have
sufficient beef around the cylinders to hold
the gasket properly. This difficulty has since

S 'been remedied by slight pattern reworking,

This one incident proves the point that ex-
‘ perimentation is necessary and helpful to
the manufacture of speed equipment.

Qil Cooling

Although most boats are equipped with
engines mounted with the flywheel toward
the bow, the use of the gear box enables
this engine to be mounted with the fly-
wheel aft. The tachometer is a Jones Rewv
Counter driven from the gear box. The
oiling system is completely stock, includ-
ing the pan, pump, and full-flo filter. Qil
cooling is obtained by passing the oil to
and from the filter through %-inch copper
tubes soldered to like tubes through which
water from the pickup travels to the en-
gine. The resulting heat transfer is very
satisfactory and eliminates the necessity for
a lot of plumbing in the oil pan, which can
be quite a job, as some of our readers
already know.

The aluminum cowl for the boat w
created by Wickens. It is hinged
front so that the cowl raises frc =
exposing the entire engine for

Prepare for Competition

As Memorial Day 1953 approached, with
no immediate possibilities for a mile trial
run, Howard worked out modifications in
Mixmaster setup for the Long Beach Mar-
ine Stadium Race. This is a narrow one-
mile course with single buoy turns and
demands plenty of acceleration rather than
all emphasis on top speed. The cam tim-
ing was changed to gain additional “steam”
on the bottom end. In regrinding the cam

http: //boatsport.org

Close wp of the bBlock with cne head removed. Note butterflies in the injector throats and the
individeal fuel feed tubes leading to each one of the injector throats.

lower in
he duration

was lessened, with an improvement of 20
horsepower at 4000 revs. This change was
the exact answer as proven by the way
Mixmaster now puts up its roostertail with-
in a very few feet after rounding the buoy.
The engine has put out 320 horsepower
on straight methanol on Howard’s own
dynamometer, using a more radical cam-
shaft. Some of these horses have been
eliminated in favor of more h.p. in the
lower range and additional RPM at the
topend. Valve float does not occur until

One of the special Howard aluminum heads with injectors attached coming off the block.

approximately 6300 RPM.
Loaded for Bear

Came the Memorial Day event and How-
ard had the DeSoto “loaded for bear.” The
hottest fleet of 266's on the West Coast,
and that includes some of the hottest ma-
chinery and some of the best drivers in
the country, were in the entry list. There
was a lot of chatter in the pits to the effect
that Mixmaster’s sporadic performances
were flukes and that the 320 h.p. reported
was strictly fictional.

Driver George Matucci took the boat
out for a test run and reported that the
10% overdrive selected was perfect for the
course. It was a red-hot full-bore start and
George made no attempt to be in the front
r#nk. At the first turn he was fifth. Down
the backstretch he passed three of the four
leaders before the announcer could get the
words out of his mouth, and then took
Rich Hallet in the tum. One stab at the
accelerator and the race was as good as
over, The Mixmaster was passing the start-
ing line with the roostertail in full flight
before the rest of the outfits were going
again. George stroked the boat through the
rest of the heat and remarked afterwards
that he only “got on it” once—in the back-
stretch on the first lap.

The second heat looked like a repetition
of the first, but George dropped from the
race with a half of a straightaway lead
when the water intake hose blew off,

It's Here to Stay

There is absolutely no doubt whatsoever
in the mind of anyone who saw Mixmaster
run at the Stadinm—the DeSoto, and es-
pecially this one—is here to stay! With
aluminum heads no one can deny that
at least 400 h.p. could be had from a
nitrated mixture should it ever be needed.
Anyone want to buy some used V-8 flat-
head equipment?
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PATTERSON ESTABLISHES NEW CRACKER-BOX RECORD
A HYDRO RECORD RAISED BY TORIGIANI

'WIGET SETS NEW F HYDRO MARK

C SERVICE HYDRO RECORD BY AOKI

RECORDS

AT MILLERTON

By RALPH DeSILVA
Photes by Lankford

ONE HUNDRED TEN racing outfits
and some 8500 spectators braved sunstroke
on May 10th to participate in the hest
regatta held to date on Lake Millerton.

Favorable water conditions, an APBA
approved 1% mile oval course, and hot
competition were the ingredients which
produced four five-mile competition
records. An annual affair, conducted by
the Fresno Motor Boat Assn., the race is
usually the spring curtain raiser for Cen-
tral California. Headwater of the historic
San Joaquin River, with an altitude of 5507,
Lake Millerton, which lies back of Friant
Dam, is 19 miles northeast of Fresno,

Record Potentials

The slaughter of records wasn't entirely
unexpected. Records have been established
at Millerton in the past, though the only
one on the books prior to this race was
that of Tom Newton, C Service Runabout,
in 1950. It is apparent that a Salton Sea
or Lakeland, Florida is not a requisite for
records—there can be no substitule for
“good merchandise” and a hot combination.

Gale force winds on Saturday prevented
a good turmmout of outfits eager for tryouts
from entering the water—except for a very
few nonchalant sky-pilots. Entry of in-
boards wasn’t as heavy as expected, per-
haps due to the elimination of 266’s from
the schedule. If there wasn’t a mass turn-
out of inboards, F Outhoard Runabouts
made up the difference.

The Thundering Herd :

Northern California has become the hone
—the happy hunting ground for F Run-
abouts. However quantity, so far as an F
is concerned, does not necessarily make a
production, The curent supply of F crank-
shafts must have been made with Swiss
cheese, for it is doubtful that one boat
race has ever seen such an outhreak of
free-wheeling cranks. 18 or 20 F runabouts
were on hand; 7 crossed the starting line
for the first heat, 4 for the second,

A Outboard Hydro

The assault upon existing records began
early in the day—9:25 A M. Seven boats
hit the line with Tom Ingalls, and Orlando
Torigiani off to an early lead. A slight
breeze was evident—just enough to make
the water fast. Ingalls, a pre-dental student,
lost the first buoy on the long oval and
Torigiani pointed his brand-new Fillinger
into the lead, which he never relinquished.

Other boats in the field were closely
packed, some half-lap behind the leaders.
Record time for the first heat was 6:10.4
48.544 mph. Ingalls finished 6 seconds be-
hind the flying Cotton Kid, and alsc crack-
ed the old record, but in this case only
good for a second place. The expected duel
in the second heat failed to materialize
when Torigiani fouled at the start.

1. Tom Ingalls, Los Angeles.

2, Elmo Belluomini, Buttonwillow.

3. Orlande Torigiani, Bakerseld.

The E‘s and Crackerboxes ran together. Bob Patterson’s “Hot Cinders,” powered with a Dodgs
Red Ram, toured the 134 in recerd time for a new official mark of 62.370 mph.

d

s

APBA’s Outboard Vice-president, Bud Wiget,
wiped the 13 year old F Hydro record.

Yori Acki, the Woodland farmer, moved the
5 mile C Service Hydre record up a noich,

The new A Hydro record holder, Orlando
Torigiani. Five miles at 48.544 mph.




Cracker Box and E Racing Runabout

A combined race between these two in-
board runabout classes. Competition was
close despite difference in potential top
speed of E and Cracker Box.

Bob Patterson, riding on a prop and a
prayer, made short work of the required
three laps and sped home in 4:48.3—a
new record for the dynamic Crackers—
62.370 mph. Remarkable part of this speed
is the fact that it was accomplished while
using regular pump gasoline and made on
a 1% mile oval.

Die-hards who protested that gasoline
would slow speed and that records would
remain static may now settle back and
await further attack upon the record book.
Patterson, with the expert help of two en-
thusiastic brothers, built his own boat and
recently installed a new Dodge “Red Ram™
V-8 engine. The end result of painstaking
work and attention to detail was apparent
in the way his Hot Ginders performed.

Dave Hyman garnered first place in E
competition, taking into camp the peren-
nial hot-foot, Ed Olsen.

Cracker-box:

1. Bob Patterson, Van Nuys.
9. Carl R. Maginn, Clendale.
3. Wendell Tucker, Folsom.

E Racing Inboar Runabout:

1. Dave Hyman, Modesto.
9. Ed Olsen, Long Beach.

F Racing Outboard Hydre

Bud Wiget had the Indian sign on the
F Hydros. Several years and a large stock
of broken cranks, ete. finally jelled to bring
forth a new F record—the first in thirteen
years. Proof that major motor part inno-

“You éoi a set of broken ribs out of that spill.”
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End of the first lap of the

“Skippy.” He was miles ahead at the finish line. The 225 couldn't stay with him.

combined 135-225 race with Johnny Cerea leading the field in his 135

Bud Wiget crosses finish line of first heat with steering wheel in his hand (note arrow). He en-
ginesred 2 hasty repair between heats and set a pew 5 mile competition record of 59.875 mph in
the 2nd heat. The standard F lower unit was used on his new Neal 3-point.

e ———

Woody Eldredge in his winning B Racing R

vations are not required fo break records
in this class, Wiget sped around the course
approximately one mile faster than did
James Mullen at Red Bank, N.J. in 1940.

That's the bad news that Dave Imrie at the left is

getting from the attending physician. Imrie fiipped his 3 pointer.

t d ates prop-riding and terguing too.

Bud was well on his way to a record in
the first heat when, going into the last lap,
his steering wheel came loose and several
precious seconds elapsed while he grabbed
sufficient hardware with which to finish in
first place. Bud LaRetz of San Francisco
fipped in the first heat while moving into
second place. As a result one F motor
now rests in the siliceous mud of Lake
Millerton.

1. Bud Wiget, Concord.

2. W. Ralph Holmes, Phoenix, Ariz.

3. George Peake, South Gate,

C Service Outhoard Hydro

Yori Aoki, Woodland farmer, wasted
little time in attempting to prove that all
is not static with the C Service Hydros.
His time for the second heat, in the float-
ing Neal hull, was 6:05.4—49.207 mph.
This bettered the old record, set by Bud
Wiget at Lake Alfred in 1950 by approxi-
mately 1 mile.

Despite the record, Aoki did not place
in the overall result. Fe was disqualified in
the first heat: as were threesothers of the
7 boat field. Ward Angilley, APBA ama-
teur high point champ, proved that con-
sistency is sometimes better than speed.

1. Ward Angilley, Daly City.

2. Tim Reeves, Chico.

3. Steve Gotelli, San Francisco.




Both the boat and :krf Pierre have broken ribs.
Art flipped his C Racing Outboard Hydre.

135 and 225 Inboard Hydros

Again a combined race, John Corea
drove his screaming Skippy to the fastest
time of the day, 4:33.1—65.886 mph, 3
full miles an hour faster than the best
225 speed.

225 Cu. In—

1. George Mattuceci, Oakland.
2, Keith Black, Lynwood.
3. Wayne Johnson, Fresno,

135 Cu. In—

1. John Corea, Dos Palos.
2, Fred Galante, Visalia.
3. Bill DuGranrut, Fresno,

C Racing Outboard Hydro

Spectator interest hit a high during this
race. Art Pierre of Stockton, C Hydro
record holder, following Tom Ingalls close-
ly, wing-dinged in what was probably the
most spectacular flip of the day. Arms
and legs, boat and motor, sped through
the air with reckless abandon. Art later
complained of a sore back. Ingalls won the
heat in time of 5:12.4—57.545 mph.

Rotary valve of Ingalls Big Doc stuck
as he led the pack into the first turn of the
second heat—his was the third impromptu
bath of the day.

1. Russ Hill, Jr., Belllower.

2. Warren Painter, Tujunga.

3. Tom Ingalls, Los Angeles.

B Qutboard Hydro

Tom Gouldstone of Los Angeles, up
from the stocks and driving his first race
in the “fuel classes,” provided the excite-
‘ment. He parted company from his Filling-
er hydro going into a furn but was able to
climb aboard and finish the race.

Arnie Adams had the fastest time, 6:07.0
~—49.8 mph. Several places changed hands
during the race; drivers continued to miss
buoys—the landscape wasn’t admired by
the spectators, it was moving for the drivers.

1. Elmo Belluomini, Buttonwillow.

2. Arnold Adams, Los Angeles.

3. George Steiner, Alhambra.

C Service Outhoard Runabout

Eleven starters crossed the line for the
first heat, with Manuel Carnakis, newly
elected mayor of Bakersfield, some 100
yards in front. The officials decided he was
u trifile too eager and disqualified the outft.

Delroy Wagner, young hometown school-
bay, drove his father’s runabout to a com-
fortable first place, Larry Burke of Chico,
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challenging the leader, took on a reported
deluge of water and was forced out of
action. Second heat was uneventful, with
Walt Landi the winner,

1. Walt Landi, Rio Vista.

2. Delroy Wagner, Fresno.

3. Joe Machado, Lemore.

B Racing Inboard Runabout

-Six starters. Woody Eldredge, Merced,
took the measure of the field in the very
fast time of 5:16.3—56.854 mph—just ¥
mile short of the current record.

Willie Miranda, high point king of the
B's could do no better than third in the
fast field. Bob Wacker, Avenal, placed
second in the high riding Beetlebomb.
Spectators were on their feet for this one
—the B’s can usually be counted ipon to
provide an interesting race — what with
close competition and their galloping, prop
riding hulls.

Pacific One Design Hydro

As usual, the POD’s provided a close,
highly competitive race, Bob Wix, Ceres,
drove his 0-33 to the fastest heat time,
5:51-1—51.25 mph, though this effort was
good only for third place overall. Bill

Jagger, Oakland, had his Ford V-8 pur-
ring nicely and went home race winner.
North Hollywood boasted the second place
winner, Bill Robinson.

C Racing Outboard Runabout

Six runabouts answered the gun for the

first heat. Lewis Morphy led all the way,
both heats. Fastest time was some 8 miles
short of the existing record.

1. Lewis Morphy, Hollywood.

2. Warren Painter, Tujunga,

3. Larry Burke, Chico.

F Racing Outboard Runabout

Bob Marvick, young South Gate driver,
found that air, though the faster element,
is not so stable as water when he barrel-
rolled while leading the Thundering Herd
into the first turn. Most ohservers figured
he had lost his motor, but it was later
found dangling from the steering cable,

Four runabouts staggered home in the
first heat, Chuck Parsons leading; and
three saluted the checkered flag for the
second heat,

1. John Toprahanian, San Diego.

2. Jack Dempsey, Richmond.

3. Chuck Parsons, Lodi,

Lake Millerton. Judges’ stand, inboard pit area and the F Runabouts just su_ﬂins.
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~ Fiberglassing

By LOUIS KIMZEY
Photos by Ralph Pecle

step by step

FIBEBCLASS . . . what does it do for
the boatman? It must be doing a great job.
for today you will find fibe 1
all corners of the world. A
boat builders are building the all
hull and the use of fiberglass
over the conventional boat cr
wood is rapidly becoming unive
tice. Just why should you fbers
boat? The reasons are many:

1. Fiberglass gives you greater hull
strength. The completed fiberglass lamina-
tion increases the tensile strength of your
boat up to 600 pounds per inch.

2. It gives you greater safety. With
increased strength your hull can absorb the
impact of striking submerged objects with
little more than a mar on the surface.

- Leaking will be a thing of the past.

3. It gives you greater speed. The glass
finish is smooth and without pores. Its in-
herent slickness cuts down resistance and
permits you to increase your speed as
much as 20%.

4. Your boat will have greater weather :
resistance. The fiberglass fabrc is in- The finished job is as smooth as glass and will
organic. It is therefore unaffected by heat, take much abuse for many seasons.
cold and moisture, It cannot rot or mildew.

.5. It will give your boat longer life,
becaunse your hull will be completely seal-
ed by a strong, impenetrable glass lamina- We got a beautiful job on the transom. All
tion, and its period of usefulness will be seams are invisible. It looks wenderful.
extended by many years.

8. Your boat will require lower upkeep
cost. Fiberglass is a one-time application.
It is not something that you will have to
do again each season. The finish is perma-
nent. and brings to an end the monoton-
ous job of recaulking and the need for
frequent repainting.

The advent of fiberglass and plastic resin
applications brings to the boat enthusiast
a means of protection and longevity to his
craft, and personal safety otherwise un-
obtainable.

Now that you know the reasons why you
should fiberglass your boat, let me take
you through the process step by step. Ted
Petersen is the awner of a new Cracker
Box. Ted raced B Stock Hydro last season

_ and has now graduated (or lowered him-
% self — depending on which side of the
fence you are on) to the inboard runabout
racing field. In building his new boat he
wanted a good looking outfit and one that
was going to be around for a long time.
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That explains his interest in fiberglassing,
I volunteered to help him fiberglass the
new hull. _

Before getting started on the boat, we
contacted Ted Thal of Thalco Glass Fiber
Products of Los Angeles. First I asked Ted
how to measure the boat, so that we would
be sure to have a sufficient amount of
material. He told me to measure the length
from stern to bow along the gunwale and
to add 8 to 12 inches for overlap and mul-
tiply total length by 2. This gives the
total yardage to order.

The bottom of the beat has been sanded, all

holes filled with plastic woed and carefully

checked to be sure there is no oil or greass
remaining on the surface.

The cloth (fiberglass) is trimmed, allowing twe
inches for overlap.
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For the width you measure from keel to
gunwale at widest point and add 2 to 6
inches for overlap. This gives the width
of fabrie to order.

For the transom (if you wish to cover
the transom) measure the width and the
depth. You may include additional cloth
at the same width used on the hull, or
order a separate piece to cover the entire
transom in one section.

1
!
1
A 4
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Ted remarked that two thicknesses of
glass cloth are recommended for plank
boats where the planking is 3" or more in
width. This provides sufficient strength to
withstand swelling action due to moisture
from inside the hull,

Although we were concerned primarily
with wooden hulls, we learned that Gher-
glass is not recommended for application
to aluminum or other metal hulls, due to
expansion and contraction factor present
in metal caused by thermal changes.

I asked for some of the specifications
on the cloth. because we were interested
in how much weight the fiberglass would
add to the hull. We were told that the
thickness of the cloth is .013 in. and that
the thickness of complete lamination is
020 in. The weight of the cloth is 9.7 oz
per square yard and the complete weight
of the lamination will figure 25 oz per
square yard.

Now we were ready to go to work. Ted

and I measured up the boat and drove
into the Thalco plant for the materials,
The stock man fisured how much resiin
and Garalyst we would need and recom-
mended that we buy a jar of Norez (spe-
cially formulated soap for removing resin
from the hands). This little item was in-
valuable. Our hands were well coated with
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Baat resin is pourad into a can fer mixing.

resin many times but the Norez took it
off like magic.
The tool requirements were simple—a
_ pair of scissors, a brush, a squeegee, sand-
3 paper, and a few empty cans. As a word
W\t caution, do not order your resin until
you are ready to use it. It can be stored
q only for about 30 days. After that period
it may harden in the container and will be
useless.

Early the nevt morning we started the
fast process of fiberglassing the boat. The
surface was prepared in a well shaded
area so that no sunlight could fall on the
resin until 1eady for curing. All holes had
been filled with plastic wood and all paint
‘was sanded off. It is very important to
sand the boat rather than use a paint re-
mover. The finished surface must be free
of all grease and oil.

Next we took the roll of cloth and rolled
it out the entire length of the boat. The
width of the cloth was just enough to do
half the bottom at a time, allowing for
l sufficient overlap, which could be between
; 92 and 6 inches.

The next step was to mix the resin and
the garalyst. Use % pound of garalyst per
one half gallon of resin. One gallon of
mixture will do 80 square feet with 3 coats.
Complete one side of the boat at a time,
Mix enough resin to cover the side with
two coats.

The garalyst, which is the curing agent, is mixed
with the resin.

-

With the resin mixed, we rolled back
the cloth and applied resin generously to
one half of the one side with a brush and
then we laid the cloth over the area that
we had just painted. We then painted the
second half of the one side, using generous
amounts of resin, and rolled the cloth back
over that area.

The next step was to smooth out the
wrinkles and air bubbles, Then we poured
more resin on top of the fiberglass, and
smoothed out the resin all over the entire
half of the boat with our hands. We found
3 that the air bubbles and wrinkles were
’ easier to work out with our hands than

with a squeegee. Be sure the fiberglass lies
smooth and conforms to the boat’s surface.
After the fiberglass is cured it will be so
smooth that it will look like the boat has
just been varnished.

After you have made sure all bubbles
have been removed, expose the boat to
direct sunlight to cure. Twenty minutes
to one hour will do the trick, depending
on the brightness of the sun. This particu-
lar day happened to be wvery sunny and
the boat cured in about 30 minutes.

The next step was to feather-edge the
overlap so that the seam would be invis-
ible. The powder from the sanding makes
a very potent itching powder, so it is ad-
visable to do your sanding out of doors.

The resin is painted on the surface bafore
applying the glass.
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The next step is to make sure all wrinkles and
bubbles are smoothed out.

After the sanding we moved the boat back
into the shade and proceeded to do the
other half of the bottom, going through
the same procedure.

After finishing the bottom we did the
top and then the sides and then the tran-
som. When all this was done we added a
coat of resin mixture evenly to the entire
surface of the boat and let the boat cure

" in the sun for a whole week. (This may
not be necessary but we wanted the
resin thoroughly cured before sanding and
painting. )

We used the sun cure method of curing
the resin because we live in sunny (ahem)
California. There is another curing pro-
cess called CHEM-SET to be used when
sunlight is not available or on large craft
that cannot be conveniently moved into
sunlight. The quantity ratio is four ounces
6f Chem-Set for every gallon of cold-
curing resin. This will allow you about
forty-five minutes in which to make appli-
cation of the mixture. After that time, the
liquid will begin to solidify. IF the temper-
ature is higher than 75° vou may wish to
reduce the quantity of Chem-Set to he
added. This will extend the working time.
If the temperature is low, you may add a
greater quantity of Chem-Set to hasten
the jelling process. It is recommended that
vou niix no more than one guart of cold-
cure rasin and one ounce of Chem-Set at
one time. Mark your jar of Chem-Set in
fourths so that you ecan readily estimate
i one-ounce portion.

Ted and T were genuinely surprised at
the simplicity of the whole process. We
didn’t encounter a single problem that
couldn’t be solved right on the spot with
just the use of ordinary common- sense.

The overlap has to be carefully smoothed out.
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The fiberglass is then laid aver the painfed area,

The boat has been finish painted now and
believe me it turned out to be a heautiful
job . . . completed in remarkably short
time without any previous experience in
fiberglassing. Ted and I both feel that just
the one item of strength added to the hull
is worth many times the small amount of
labor we put in.

In our area there are several suppliers
of fiberglassing materials,. We selected
Thalco on the recommendation of several
of our friends who reported wonderful
results in applying this make to their ski-
tow boats, and because this brand of fher-
glass boat cloth was designed especially
for marine application. Following is addi-

§ tional information on the materials we

used, together with some “do’s and don’ts”
and more instructions that will belp you
in fiberglassing your hoat.




The overlap has a tendency to pop up.in spois
when first expased to the sun and it is necessary
to work these spofs down until curing starts.

A. FIBER GLASS CLOTH: This boat
cloth possesses great directional strength,
et is porous enough to allow easy impreg-
ation and permit air to escape when lam-
inated. Air bubbles are therefore easily
eliminated. All glass cloth as woven ordin-
arily contains a film of lubricating oil which
is incompatible with resin. A special finish
in this boat cloth replaces this film with a
chrome compound designed to give excel-
lent resin adhesion and strength when wet.
In addition fraying of the fabric is consid-
erably reduced by this process.
B. PLASTIC RESIN: The resin, both for
the sun-cure and cold-cure, is a specifical-
Iy blended polyester tesin which serves
the following purposes: It holds the glass
cloth in place, it lends mutual reinforce-
ment to the glass cloth, and fuses with the
wooden surface to form a complete sealer
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Close up showing overlap after curing.

and waterproofing agent. NOTE: Do not
use the resin and catalyst mixture alone
on wooden surfaces, as it is not suitable
for this application.

C. GARALYST: This is the catalyst you
will use if you are curing the finish by sun-
light. Ultra-violet rays of the sun activate
this paste when mixed with the resin so
that an internal heat is generated. The
mixture is-thereby hardened to a tough,
practically impenetrable coating.

D. CHEM-SET: This is a superior cata-
lyst for curing without sunlight or applied
heat.

E. CAUTION: Do not under any circum-
stances attempt to interchange Chem-Set
or Garalyst with the Cold-Cure or Sunlight
Cure resins. Use only the proper catalyst
for the proper resin.

F. PREPARING THE HULL: New wood
need not be treated in any way prior to
application of the fiber glass. No' preservi-
tives or sealers are required as the plastic
resin will serve this purpose. As to old
hulls, the paint must be thoroughly remov-
ed. Grinding and sanding is the best meth-
od, although it requires considerable effort
and time. Fill all holes or seams with
plastic wood or wood dough. Do not use
any oil-based fillers, as the oil will repel
the resin. If possible, it is well to remove
keel strip, splash rails, etc., and replace
them after completed application. This will
result in a smoother and ecasier job.

G. STORING OF RESIN: The nature of
polyester resing is such that they cannot
normally be stored for longer than thirty
days. After this time the liquid may be-
come solidified in the container, even with-
out the addition of a catalyst. If this oc-
curs, the resin is useless as it cannot he

Close up showing the transparency of the fiber-
glass. MNote how fiberglass has molded over
the hatch.
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Twa fingers dipped inta jar of Norex
furnished enough to clean hands of resin.

Close up showing how fiberglass
has been molded over rise in the hatch.

restored to a liquid state. ORDER YOUR
RESIN ONLY WHEN YOU ARE READY
TO USE IT. If it should be necessary for
you to delay application after receipt, store
the resin in as cool a place as possible,
preferably under refrigeration. Resin may
be used as long as it is in a liquid state,
H. SUNLICHT CURING WITH GARA-
LYST: It should be emphasized that cur-
ing by sunlight is the simplest method of
application, The resin and Garalyst mix-
ture will not harden for a period of ap-
proximately six hours, unless exposed to
the sun. It is the ultra-violet rays and not
the relative heat which cures the finish.
When the finish is exposed to the sum, it
will harden completely in twenty minutes
to an hour, depending upon the brightness
of the sun. Curing of small areas may be
accomplished by using ultra-violet lamps;
but on large areas, this method may result
in spotty or uneven curing, It is also pos-
sible to reflect the sun to hard-to-reach
areas by mirror or foil. While you have
ample working time with this combina-
tion, it is nevertheless recommended that
you mix no more than ohe-half gallon of
resin and four ounces of Garalyst at any
one time. It takes only a few moments to
prepare the mixture, and by preparing
only this small quantity at one time, you
will avoid waste by spilling, etc.

I. APPLYING GLASS CLOTH: Regard-
less of curing method used, be sure that
the glass cloth is thoroughly impregnated
with resin. Smooth the cloth as much
as possible during application to avoid
wrinkles and air bubbles. If required, tacks
or staples may be utilized to hold the cloth
in place. These may be removed after
resin is cured. Final coat of resin will seal
small holes, Use no more resin than is
needed to completely fill the weave of
the cloth. Too much resin, particularly
on the last coat, may give the surface a
“bumpy” appearance.
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J. TRANSOM: If you wish to cover the
transom of your boat, the best approach
is to bring the edge of the cloth up from
the bottom and sides of the hull so that it
laps around the transom two inches or
more, After this has been done from keel
to gunwale on both sides of the boat, a
piece of cloth may be cut to fit the tran-
som and applied flush around the entire
section. Be sure to make an allowance for
additional yardage in your cloth require-
ments. A

K. FINISHING AND COLORING : After
the completed application of fiberglass
lamination, no further protection is need-
ed. The finish. will appear a translucent
white, with the grain of the wood showing
through. Paint is required only for the
element of color, if you so desire. The
area should be sanded $mooth, using a
power sander or a medium grit waterproof
sandpaper. Use water on the surface as
you sand with this type paper. This should
be followed by a good quality automo-
tive-type primer, and then the marine paint

of your choice. If you use the Cold-Curing
Resin and Chem-Set, pigments may be

.added to the last coat of resin, You may

blend colors to achieve any specific shade.
DO NOT ADD COLOR TO THE SUN
CURING RESIN Pigments would block

out the ultra-violet rays and prevent a cure, .

L. CLEANING OF EQUIPMENT: Ace 3 #

tone or lacquer thinner will serve to clean
your tools, and keep brushes soft between
applications of resin. Use an old brush that
may be discarded after application, as the
resin may destroy the substance in which
bristles are set. Remove all jewelry from
the hands and wrist. Hands may be clean-
ed with NOREZ, a resin-removing com-
pound which works effectively without
harming the skin,

M. CANOES: This process is highly
adaptable to canoes which are construct-
ed of at least light planking over a frame-
work. Do not attempt, however, to stretch

‘the glass cloth over a skeleton as a re-

placement for canvas. The lamination must

 be bonded to a solid wooden surface.

e
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" THE BRITISH

By F. H. SNOXELL

Photos courtesy of “The Motor Boat
and Yachting,” Londen

THE main event at the Coronation Meet-
ing run by the Lowestoft and Oulton Broad
Motor Boat Club at Oulton Broad on June
4 wasg the contest for “The Motor Boat”
Trophy, The winner was L. Melly, Com-
modore of the Lancashire Hydroplane Rac-
ing Club.

Three heats were run, each consisting of
12 laps of the two-third mile course. All
boats able to run took part in every heat,
points being awarded on the U.LM. system
for finishing positions, Outboard hydro-
planes of all classes were eligible, and each
heat was run as a class handicap. A Class
(250 c.c.) boats started on the gun, B
Class (350 c.c.) 1 m. 40 secs. after the
gun, C Class (500 c.c.) 2 m. 30 secs. after
the gun, and X Class (1,000 c.c.) 3 m. 10
secs, after the gun,

A score of boats came under starter’s
orders, and there was spirited racing in
each class. Melly, a successful driver of
wide experience, and an expert in engine
tuning, drove his Borwick-built Ralu hy-
droplane right through the field in every
heat, under the urge of a modified 983
c.c. Evinrude Storm motor. This gave him
a 100 percent score of 1,200 points and
undisputed title to the Trophy.

A good duel had been anticipated he-
tween Melly and Alf Brown of the British
Qutboard Racing Club, who has lately been
winning many events with his Freebody
hydroplane, based on a Crandall design,
also powered by an Evinrude Storm en-
gine. Brown’s drive shaft broke in the first
heat, and Melly had his own way in X Class.

A favored entry in B Class was that of
R. T. Estes, of the United States Air Force,
at present stationed in this country, and
an enthusiastic and popular outboard hy-
droplane driver. His three-point hydro-
plane, built to a McCrea design and driven
by a Mercury engine, was very. fast on the
straight but not so quick in turning as
some of the single’step hydroplanes. He
achieved third place (first in B Class) in

the first heat, and again in the last: he

would surely have been in the prize list
had he not suffered temporary engine
trouble in the second heat, which he failed
to complete.
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Best in A Class, and winner of the sec-
ond prize in the contest, was Billy Nichols,
a most able young driver, who is the son
of the president of the L.O.B.M.B.C. Both
his Jacoby hull and his Johnson engine are
pre-war