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ELIMINATION HEATS

Sometime back I read an article in your
publication about what sometimes happens
when too many boats show up at a race
and the heats have to be split. T thought at
the time that this was a good article and
that something should be done about this
gituation.

At St. Petersburg, Florida in February,
I was entered in both the 135 and the 266
classes, I was told that there were fifteen
135’ and that they would all run, but that
there were cighteen 266's and elimination
heats would have to be run . . . the first
five boats in each heat to run the final.
The officials said there were 18 entries but
they did not go to the trouble of counting
the boats in the pits, The fifteen 135’s had
no trouble running together in their first
heat. Then the first elimination heat of the
266's came up and only five boats were put
in the water. One was mine and T had the
bad luck of not being able to start my en-
gine—so only four crossed the starting line,

After finding my trouble, I went to the
officials and asked them'if T might run in
the next runoff heat so as to qualify for the
final heat. I was told that I could unless
some of the others drivers in this heat pro-
tested, but in case of protest, they could
not pay me any prize money. I told the
officials that T would waive any prize
money in that heat if they would permit
me to run in the final—providing 1 was in
the first five boats. However, two of the
top 266 drivers from the East Coast
promptly protested my running. In this
heat only six boats were in the water.

This made a total of eleven boats in
the water for the 266 heats and only ten
started,

It does not make for good feelings to
drag your outfit for over a thousand miles
and then not get to run, If the heats had
not been split, I could have run in the last
heat anyway. I believe that some rule
should be passed to cover this situation,
I would life to hear from more of the
drivers on this. Fred Steed
Commodore, Texas Inboard Racing Ass'n,

e It doesn’t appear that a rule is necessary
to cover this situation. If only 5 boals
out of 9 appeared for the first elimina-
tion heat, it was certainly the duty of
the race committee chairman to halt the
proceedings at once and count noses to
see whether an elimination was neces-
sary —ED.
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JOHNSON 25
I have been racing a Johnson RD-15
this season and doing fairly well, but I
would appreciate some information from
your technical staff on how to get a little
more out of this motor.
Carrollton, Ga. Larry Chadwick
e The Johnson 25 is a long crank motor,
obviously designed for power and de-
pendability rather than high RPM. Hrr"
pawer is there without any “hotting up.
Too much work on Hu, power head
would certainly lead to a broken rod.
There is another 10 mph at a safe RPM
in these motors with a change to a rae-
ing lower unit, Randolph Hubbell (ad-
dress on page 47 this issue) can supply
a very satisfactory adapter and the low-
er unit,—ED.

UNLIMITED RESULTS

I desire to know where I can obtain a
book containing racing results of Unlim-
ited Inboard Hydroplanes of the past and
present. Juan A, Buschiazzo
Buenos Aires, Argentina

e No one source supplies this information.
Records of many of the early races are
unobtainable. As each important cup
race oceurs we are publishing the com-

L.E. DEBBULI]’S

BUILDING YOUR OWN SPEEDBOAT

board speedboat
remendous savings dleC" from

President’s
and Harmsworth,
June 1953. In a coming issue we will
review all of the past Gold Cup winners,
—ED,

plete list of past winners:
Cup, February 19553;

REDUCE MERC CC’s
I note with interest your June article on
“Modifving the Mercury Outboard For
Racing.” I would appreciate a word of ad-
vice as to how the compression volume was
reduced to 18ce in each cylinder, what spe-
cial parts are required if any, and where
the parts may be obtained.
Oscoda, Michigan J. E. Skimin
e For the most part this 1& not a problem
of special parts. The cc¢’s are reduced by
installing a filler block in the cylinder
on the intake side—then rebore and fit
new pistons. The trick, and it is a good
is to do the weld job without dis-
torting the cylinder. The resulls are

one,

highly satisfactory, but this is no job for
an amateur. For further information ad-
dress Randolph Hubbell, who modified
and dyno tested the Merc used in the
issue experiment,—ED,

June

SEND FOR
'‘BIG NEW 1953
CATALOG

hardware at

e

MARINE SUPPLYYCO.
10366 Long Beach BI.
Lnywood 13 , California
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Editor's Note: As reported in the June
issue of “Speed and Spray.” Paul Saw-
yer will drive Stan Sayres’ *Slo-Mo-Shun
IV” in the Gold Cup Race at Seattle this
summer. Paul has taken a few trial runs
in the “IV" and has moved to Seattle for
the season. He will assist the Sayres
team in preparing the boat for the race.
In answer to numerous inguiries received
by our editorial staff concerning Sawyer's
future racing plans, we present the fol-
lowing interview in which Paul answers
« number of questions dealing with sev-
eral phases of racing activity.

#§la-Ma-Shun IV’

Q. Now that you have driven Slo-Mo-Shun
IV, what do you think of the boat, and
did it live up to your expectations?

A. Fully. The first time I saw that boat
run I wanted to drive it, and now that
I have driven it I am more enthusiastic
than ever,

Q. You have doutbless read reports of
Slo-Me’s unusually fine handling quali-
ties. Did the boat handle pretty much
as has been reported?

A, Yes, it did. At the speed that I drove
in the test runs, approximately 150
'mph, it more than lived up to its repu-
tation as a fine handling boat. It ex-
ceeded my expectations. The Allison
engine was still stiff so I did not open
the boat up. I made wide sweeping
turns and sharp turns at moderate
speeds and the boat had no bad habits
of any kind that I could detect. On
one run at about 140 mph I ran into
a series of sharp cruiser wakes and it
rode over them without any fuss.

Q. Compared to the experience of driving
your 266 Class Alter Ego at 120 mph,
what are the comparative sensations
or problems that occur to you in driv-
ing the bigger and heavier boat?

SPEED and SPRAY, July, 1953
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. T noted that you
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Quite similar. Slo Mo at the moderate
speeds at which I drove was more solid
on the water than a 266 would he,
However, I presume from the feel of
the hoat, that it would free up consid-
erably at higher speed and would prob-
ably ride just like a fast 266. This is
the first Gold Cup boat that I have
driven, so I don’t have much of a busis
of comparison as yet.

remarked that the
Allison was stiff. Was this & new cn-
gine or one of the old ones overhauled
and rebuilt?

. I don’t know which it was, but it had

just been installed and was still stift,

Seattle Race Plans

. Did Sayres make any statements about

the models or type of motors he would
install for the races this year?

. Lou Fageol has done some work on a

Rolls Royee Merlyn, which the Suyres
crew will install in one of the boats
and test out. T haven't any idea what
motor either boat will be powered with
when the fdctual racing starts.

. I understand that Greater Seattle is

sponsoring the boals this year and that
one or both of the boats will be sent
to challenge for the Silver Cup at De-
troit and the President’s Cup at Wash-
ington. Will you drive the “IV” on this
Mid-West and Eastern invasion?

, That subject didn’t come up in my

conversations with Stan Sayres. I was
simply invited to drive the Gold Cup
race,

. What seems to be the attitude in Seat-

tle toward the 5 mile lap which was
voted into rule by the contest bpard
after the 1952 race?

. I believe that the people in the North-

west are in favor of the five mile lap. I
wasn't in attendance at the Contest
Board meeting at Seattle, but it is

1O

my understanding that the motion to
change the lap distance from three to
five miles was proposed and backed by
the Midwestern and Eastern .owners,
The Seattle contingent backed the
change on a safety basis and believed

-that it would give the spectators a

better opportunity to see the race,

. As I understand the situation, the sur-

vey of the five mile course has been
completed. Is that correct?

A new five mile course was surveyed
similar to the five mile Seafair course
used two years ago, except that the
dog-leg on one of the straightaways has
been eliminated, ;

About the Challengers

. You must have had some conversation

with Stan about the possible competi-
tion this year, Would you care to elab-
orate in any way on this subject?

We discussed possible challengers in
a general way, but I do not believe in
any more detail than was covered in
one of your previous issues of Speed
and Spray. The Sayres team is expect-
ing fast boats and competent drivers
and is preparing in every way it can to
defend the trophy.

., I understand Jack Schafer is building

a new multiple engine unlimited. Don't
you think that such a boat would have
an advantage over the single engined
boats on a five mile course?

. That would appear to be a question of

straightaway speeds. If a multiple en-
gined boat should be developed with
terrific straightaway speed, it could
probably get around a five mile lap
faster than it could around a three miler,

. If you were to build a multiple engined

hydroplane, what problems would you
anticipate that might be troublesome?

. The coupling between the two motors

always seems to be the weak point and
that is closely related to the problem
of the throttle arrangement to syn-
chronize the speed of the two motors.
Ezio Selva ran into this problem with
his twin 800 kg three pointer. First
there was the diffienlty in coupling
strength and then that matter of try-
ing to synchronize the speeds of the
two motors with a single foot throttle,

. It was the coupling that cost Selva the

World Championship last year, wasn't
it?

. Yes, he was in the lead when the coupl-

ing broke and had turned the fastest
lap.

Continental Prospects

. Can you envision a Gold Cup or a

Harmsworth challenge from the Con-
tinent in the next year or so?

. Such a challenge is a possibility. Tt is

pretty obvious from Verga's 140 mph
performance that the Italians have solv-
ed the mystery of the prop rider. Hay-
ing successfully developed a twin en-
gine 800 kg three pointer also. they
might now develop a prop riding mul-
tiple engine Unlimited hydro. If the
Alfa Romeo aircraft engines or the
Schneider Cup engines arc available,

they might fit into the picture of a

TTarmsworth challenger.

(Continued on page 44 )
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RE GATTA CALENDAR

in the

Editor's Note: This regular monthly fea-
ture will be kept up-to-date to the best of
our ability. The calendar as it appears In
this Issue is a compilation of dates furnish-
ed through
our many racing organizations.
purpose to keep the public supplied with ac-
curate advance race information. We urge
the officers of all racing organizations to
advise us profuptly of additional dates sche-
duled or of any changes or errors in this
calendar. A complete and accurate calendar
hands of the followers of the sport
is our goal.

I —Inboard

0O —Outboard

SO —Stock Outboard

SOL—Stock Outboard; 2 Classes Only

the courtesy of the APBA and
It is our

CALENDAR CODE

1953 REGATTA DATES

Region 1
7/9 New Bedford, Mass. SO
7/19 Newpot, R, I. SO
r Marion, Mass, P
9/12 So. Yarmouth, Mass. SO
Region 2

6/14 Cross Lake, N.Y. SO
6/14 Schenectady, N.Y. SO
6/21 Rochester, N.Y. SO
6/21 Poughkeepsie, N.Y. SO
6/28 Rome, N.Y. SO
T/4 Ogdensburg, N.Y, 0-50
7/5 Cranberry Lake, N.Y. SO
7/5 Colton, N.Y. 0
5 Hudson, N.Y, SO
T/12 Keuka Lake, N.Y SO
7/12 Saugerties, N.Y. SO
7/19 Utica, N.Y. SO
7/26 Rochester, N.Y. SO

(Regionals)
8/1 Albany, N.Y, SO

( Divisionals )
8/1 Wells, N.Y. =
8/2 Long Lake, N.Y. 0
8/2 E. Hampton, N, Y. 0
8/2 Hudson, N.Y. SO
8/9 Rome (Lewis Pt.) N.Y. SO
8/9 Tonawanda, N.Y. 0-50
8/15-16 Buffalo, N.Y. I
© 8/16 Rochester, N.Y. S50
8/16 Edwardsville, N.Y. 0

(Regionals)
8/16 Poughkeepsie, N.Y. S0
8/23 Old Forge, N.Y, SO
8/29-30-31 Syracuse, N. Y. SO

( Nationals )

9/7 Heuvelton, N.Y, 0-SO
9/20 Utica, N.Y. SO
Region 3
/4 Mays Landing, N. J. 0
T/4 Millville, N. J. I & SO
7/5 Pleasantville, N. J. I& SO
8/2 Budd Lake, N.J. SO & MS
§/16 Sea Isle City, N. . SO
8/29 Long Branch, N.J. I
8/30 Salem, N. J. I& SO
9/5 Ocean City, N. J. 2ol
9/6 Pleasantville, N. J. I& SO
9/7 Millville, N. J. I1& SO
9/12-13 Red Bank, N.J. 1-0

(National Sweepstakes)
Region 4
6/13-14 Portsmouth, Va, I-SO
6/21 Salisbury, Md. SO
6/21 Hopewell, Va. I
4

)

6/21
6/27-28
7/4-5
T/5
T/11-12
7/18-19
7/26
§/1-2
8/2

8/9

8/9
8/8-9
8/15-16
8/15-16
8/22-23
8/23
9/6-T7
9/6
9/19-20

0/26-27

8/2

8/2

8/9

8/9
8/16
8/22-28
§/22-23
8/23
9/5

9/6
9/2

9/13
9/13

6/13-14
6/14
6/20-21
7/4
715
7/10
7/12
7/12
7/19
7/25-26
8/2
8/2
8/9
8/9

8/16
9/13

10/10-11 Madison, Ind,

Wrightsville Beach, N.C. SO
Wilson Pt., Md. I-50
Hampton, Va. I-SO
Wrightsville Beach, N.C. SO
Colonial Beach, Va. I-SO
Solomons, Md. 1-0-50
Washington, D.C. I-SO
Cambridge, Md. 1-SO
Wrightsville Beach, N.C. SO
Raleigh, N.C. 0-S0
Essex, Md. SO
Norfolk, Va. I & SO
St. Michaels, Md. I & SO
Annapolis, Md. I-0-80
Bush River, Md. 1-SO
Richmond, Va. 0 & SO
Urbanna, Va. 1& 0

Wrightsville Beach, N.C.
Washington, D.C.
(President’s Cup)
New Martinsville, W. Va. I-SO

Region 5

S50
I1-0-50

Miami, Fla, 1-0-S0
(Gold Coast Mar.)
Region 6

Toledo, Ohio SO
Grand Rapids, Mich. I &S0
Pontiac, Mich. 1
Algonae, Mich, (0]
Ecorse, Mich. SO
Detroit, Mich, I
( Detroit Memorial )

Edison Lake, Mich. I
Cheboygan, Mich. SO
McKeesport, Pa. (0]
(Mile Trials)

Lewiston, Mich. SO
Columbus, Ohio 1
Akron, Ohio I
Kalamazoo, Mich, SO
Taoledo, Ohio SO
Ludington, Mich, (0]
Portsmouth, Ohio I
Louisville, Ky. I
Cheboygan Mich,. SO
Marine City, Mich. (0]

Dayton, Ohio I
Akron, Ohio (Regionals) SO

Toledo, Ohio ( Divisionals) SO
Marietta, Ohio 0
Cincinnati, Ohio I
Detroit, Mich, 1
River Rouge, Mich, SO
Detroit, Mich. I
(Silver Cup)

Frankfort, Ky. I
Dayton, Ohio SO

Region 7

Kaukauna, Wis. 0-S0
Pewaukee, Wis. SO

Bedford, Ind. (@]
Fond du Lac, Wis. SO
Menasha, Wis. SO
Chicago, Il 5 )
Elgin, Tll, SO
Culver, Ind. (0]
Sheboygan, Wis. SO
Oshkosh, Wis. 0-50
McHenry, TIIL (0]
Markesan, Wis. SO
Elgin, Il SO
Winneconne, Wis, SO
( Regionals)
Green Lake, Wis. SO
Elgin, IIL SO
I & SO
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N.O.A. DISTRICT 7

6/20-21 Bedford, Ind.
Region 8
7/26 Minneapolis, Minn. 1
8/23 Cambridge, Neb. 1-SO
Region 9
6/13-14 New Orleans, La. I-0-SO
6/21 Madisonville, La 1-0-SO
6/28 Montgomery, Ala. I
7/4-5 Biloxi, Miss. 1-0-SO
7/12 Lafitte, La. I[-O-50
7/19 Franklin, La. SO
8/20r9 New Orleans, La. [-0-S0
9/6-7 Baton Rouge, La. 7
9/13 Morgan City, La. I-0-SO
N.O.A. DISTRICT 9
6/14 Pensacola, Fla. Div, I & IV
(Fiesta of 5 Flags)
7/4 Lake Village, Ark. Div, I
7/4 Sardis. Miss. Div. IV
7/5 El Dorado, Ark. Div. I & IV
Region 10
6/27 Moses Lake, Wash. - 0-50
6/28 Sprague Lake, Wash. 0-SO
7/4-5 Devil's Lake, Ore. 0-S0
( Regionals)
7/12 Pasco, Wash, 0-50
7/19 Tacoma, Wash. 0-SO
7/26 Astoria, Ore. 0-S0
7/19 Nelson, B. C. I
T7/31 Kelowna, B. C. I-0-80
8/1-2 Oroville, Wash. 1-0-S0
8/6 Seattle, Wash, 1[-0-SO
8/7-8 Seattle, Wash, (0]
( Western Divisionals)
§8/8 Seattle, Wash, I
8/9 Seattle, Wash. (Gold Cup) I
8/10 Seattle, Wash. -0-
(Mile Trials)

9/6-7 Devils Lake, Ore. 1-0-SO
REGION 11—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
6/14 Friant Dam (Fresno) SO

(Regionals )
6/28 Sacramento 0-S0L
7/4 Lake Merritt {O.\kland) I
7/4 Lodi 0-SOL
/5 Clear Lake (Lakeport) I
7/5 Healdsburg 0-SOL
7/12 Donner Lake 0-SOL
7/19° Sacramento River i
7/26 Shear Pin Club " SO
8/2 Oakland 1
8/16 Lake Yosemite (Merced) I
8/30 Healdsburg 0-SOL
9/7 Lake Merritt (Oakland) I
9/7 Clear Lake (Nice) SO
9/19-20  Suisun-Fairfield 0-S0

(Mile Trials)
10/4 Rio Vista 0-50
11/1 Oakland SO
11/6-7-8 Lake Merced (S.F.) (0}

REGION 12—SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

6/14 Lake Elsinore 1
6/14 Long Beach (0]
6/28 Bakersfield (0]
‘| 6/28 De Anza (San Diego) SO
( Regionals)
7/4 Long Beach I
7/5 Santa Barbara (0]
7/5 De Anza (San Diego) SO
7/19 Lake Elsinore SO
7/26 Long Beach (Hearst) ) G
8/2 San Diego SO
8/9 Lake Elsinore 1
8/23 San Diego (0]
9/7 Long Beach I
9,7 Hansen Dam S0
9/20 San Diego
10/10-11 Lake Mead, Nev. I-0-S0
10/17-18-19 Salton Sea I

®Closed course racing for B & E Rac. Run,,
POD, Crackers, while Sacramento River S
O. Marathon racers are up the river.
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10/18
10/25

N 82

7/26

6/21
6/21
T/17
8/21
8/30

9/7
9/13
9/20

6/14
T/12

6/21

6/28

7/26
8/2
8/23
8/30
9/6
9/13

REGATTA CALENDAR

Parker, Ariz.
Blythe

N.O.A. DISTRICT 12
Flagstaff, Arizona

Region 14
Guntersville, Ala.

N.O.A. DISTRICT 14

Nashville, Tenn.
Jackson, Georgia
Nashville, Tenn.,
Camden, Tenn.
Nashville, Tenn.
Region 15
Ardmore, Okla.
Denton, Tex.
Port Arthur, Tex,

N.O.A. DISTRICT 15

Wichita Falls, Tex,
Lubbock, Tex.

Region 16
Loveland Colo.
(SO Regionals)

Bear Lake, Utah
Corinne, Utah
Grand Lake, Colo.
Denver, Colo.
Cambridge, Neb.
Burlington, Colo.
Delta, Utah
Denver, Colo.

0-50
50

i bt

I-SO

'

Lmunmunwnnnn
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SO MARATHONS
Philadelphia, Pa.
Neenah, Wis.

( Winnebagoland )
Sacramento, Calif.
Marysville, Mich,
Greeneville-Vicksburg,

96 Miles
92 Miles

? Miles
60 Miles

Miss. (NOA)
Topinabee, Mich. 87 Miles

Winnepesaukee, N.H. 50 miles
Peoria, I1L 100 Miles
St. Joseph, Mo. (Pony Express)
Essex, Md. ? miles
Pleasantville, N.J. P Miles
Hartford, Conn. 75 Miles
Gull Lake, Mich. 100 Miles
So. Yarmouth, Mass. 25 Miles
Trenton, Mich. 50 Miles
Qakland, Calif. ? Miles
Needles, Calif. 115 Miles
San Francisco, Calif. ? Miles

CANADIAN DATES

Windsor, Ont.
Amprior, Ont.
Cornwall, Ont.
Gananogue, Ont.
Brockville, Ont.
Rideau Ferry, Ont.
Valleyfield, Quebec
Kelowna, B.C.
Gravenhurst, Ont.
Trenton, Ont.
Picton, Ont.
Harrison Hotsprings, B.C. O-50
Toronto, Ont. S50
Victoria, B.C.

Toronto, Ont.

(Canadian Nat'l Exhibition )
Montreal, Quebec

I-0-S0

The QUINCY Safety Thottle is Safe

PROTECT YOUR CUSTOMERS ., ..

Only the QUINCY Safety Throttle Gives
You ALL These Important Features . . .

T4
2,

handle breakage.

maring.

Reliable, Built to Last!

Dealers: Here Are Facts on Safety Throttles for
Outhoard Metors You Should Know.

Sufficient stroke for any 7. Designed for strength
installation and efficiency, as well
Powerful return spring as beauty
for absolute safety (just 8. Will not pinch the
try itl — then try the hand (try the others)
others) 9. Constructed of high-
. Precision made for pos- est vality material
itive fool-proof action throughout, springs
. 16 stops (actual not solid stainless steel
theoretical —  count 10. Button tep on lock—
QUINCY'S — then count no sore thumbs
the others, 11. Anchorage to boat de-
. Adijustable pivot bolt signed for maximum
for smooth action—no strength  and easy
wf.\_bblfng ‘handies, no assembly
stripped pivot bolts. 12. Natural aluminum fin-
Safety boss prevents ish, no weathering or

THE QUINCY WELDING WORKS
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If Your Dealer Cannot Supply Yeu, Write
THE QUINCY WELDING WORKS
Quiney 2, lllincis

QUINCY EXHAUST SHUTTER Model R-10-@

FOR MERCURY OWNERS USING THE QUINCY MANIFORD

Here is a Shutter that will permit closed or open exhaust at the flip of your hand,
Keep your motor quiet when in restricted areas.

QUINCY 2, ILLINOIS

Winner of the Pacific Motorboat Trophy—
Winner of the APBA Silver Cup, and now a
new straightaway world record for the 135
cu. in. hydro class. Set at Seattle, Aug. 11,
98.549 100.418 99,483 avg.

For the finest in racing and
custom equipment—~For con-
sistently reliable performance

EDDIE MEYER

Cylinder Heads,
Manifolds, Ignitions,
Pistons, Camshafts,
V8 60 Dural Fly-
wheels,

For hydroplane, custom, or
racing engines.

EDDIE MEYER ENGINEERING CO.

645 N. ROBERTSON BOULEVARD
W. HOLLYWOOD 46, CALIFORNIA
CR, 6-2948 BR. 2-1205

| CAN'T BE BEAT!

—T

TANGER
BOB Chape BEN M

ﬂch
pAUL WEARLY  MEAL
CHUCK THOHPS oN -

JACK MAYPOLE
BH.L rE"NEf
W.D. BOYD

x\)".‘g\“

TOMMY GORE 5 JR-
AF
5. SHAKES®

A

WORLDS FASTEST

RACING FUELS
FOR INBOARDS  —

AND OUTBOARDS

SEE YOUR DEALER OR
WRITE TO Dep't.1-10

CHRISTOPHER BROS.
12800 EATON AVENUE

DIETIRIQ LT, 2T

74,
fa
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CUSTOM

H’48H’

. EQUIPMENT

® MANIFOLD ASSEMBLY, Complete with
Exhaust Stacke and Amal Clamp Type Float-
less Carburetors converted to alecohol. Ad-
justable to angle.
[} ]RUDDER. Forged heat treated chrome
moly.
® STRUT. Chrome Moly available for any
ghaft angle.
The world record holder “Peggy'’ uses this

identical equipment.

Write for price liat.

HUBBARD & KLETTE
1902 McKenzie Long Beach 5, Calif.
Phone 2-1617

48 Cu. In. Hydro Plans

FRAMES BLUE PRINTED FULL SIZE
PHOTOS, LOTS OF INSTRUCTIONS
Gillette Smith's National Champion
"Snuffy” and Vie Klette's World
Record Holder ‘‘Peggy”

Built From Our Plans.

Fine custom hardware that will please
the most discriminating owner.

KENNY INGRAM

514 Museum Drive Los Angeles 65, Calif.
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THIS IS NO TIME FOR HYSTERICAL ACTION

The skyracketing speeds of the high powered inboard racing classes are causing
concern in all eircles. The near tragic accident in which Bill Ritner lost an arm and
nearly lost his life at St. Petershurg has brought the whole situation into sharp focus.
SOME kind of satety regulations are a must,

The American Inboard Association got the ball rolling on a drive for safety and
the A.P.B.A. is following through. The first step of the Inboard Racing Commission was
to fire a “gasoline only” rules proposal at the Limited Hydro owners. Here is the result:
lifted intact from the A .P.B.A, Propeller.

— FLASH —

By vote of the registered owners, ihe

There were two things wrong with this
approach, In the first place many of our
drivers haven't had the opportunity to
witness or participate in some of the “close
brushes with the grim reaper.” This whole
thing in some quarters sounds like a sud-

MOSHER
HYDROS

M-A-B-C-D-F

® PRECISION MADE
® FINEST MATERIALS
® CUSTOM DESIGNED

SEND FOR PRICE LIST
and Descriptive Literature

MOSHER BOAT CO.

311 ARCHER AVENUE
McKEESPORT, PA.

“gasoline only” rule, proposed to 48, 135
and 266 hydro owners by the Inboard Rac-
ing Commigsion as a safety measure, has
been defeated. 'The tabulation by classes
was as follows: 48's—28 1o 18 against; 135's
—33 to 24 agalnst; 266's—26 to 20 against.

den scare campaign. Some of the drivers
think that certain parties simply “have the
wind up” over Ritner's accident. It is ap-
parent that the first step in getting the
owners to approve safety legislation is to

DRIVERS ATTENTION!

AMAZING NEW PRODUCT
PROTECTS DRIVERS AGAINST
BANGED KNEES - BODY BRUISES

Special resilient neoprene sponge rubber
filled with thousands of tiny air cells; will
not absorb water; resistant to heat, oil, gas,
and alcohal—easy to cut—easy to cement to
floor boards and sides. 1" thickness takes
the place of 4 ordinary sponge rubber.

ABSOLUTELY WATERPROOF. Adds buoyancy
—not weight to your boat,

Order direet C.0.D. or send full amount.
Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back.

READY FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT—

Quarter Sheet—1"' x 18" x 18"
Half Sheet —1'" x 18" x 386" .
Full Shaet —1" x 36" x 36" .

AGRALASTIC gopvers

1356 SUNNYSIDE CHICAGO 40, ILLINOIS

...§ 500
$10.00
518.00

first convince the doubters that there is a
real need for immediate action. This calls for a campaign of education and that’s a
tough assignment., With the light boats now in use, the prop riding hydros, and the
terrific speeds—there is no doubt that tragedy is just around the corner.

The second error in the gasoline proposal was in submitting it to the members be-
fore having competent technical advice as to what extent such a regulation might help
the situation, Why did the driver’s vote the measure down? The answer is simple. Thoey
knew more about the effects of limiting to gasoline than the Racing Commission did,

At a recent meeting of a number of world record holders in the hydro classes—
attended by eight of the experts who build the fastest hydros and power plants in the
country—a unanimous opinion was expressed, Banning the use of aleohol and nitro,
these leading drivers said, would accomplish practicslly nothing. These experts pointed
out that this would only take a little speed—uand a very little at that—"off the top end.”
Several of the group remarked that with a few changes, they would soon be travelling on
gasoline within a mile or two of present speeds,

Bob Schelling, former member of the Inboard and Outboard Racing Commissions
and one of A.P.B.As most capable referces has given the situation carcful study. We
take the liberty of presenting the following excerpts from the Propeller on the conclu-
sions that Schelling drew,

“Distances between the starting line and turns, driver's reaction times and the
number of starting boats in a heat are not the prime causes of the increased accident
rate,” Arriving at the conclusion that terrific speeds are making Inboard racing unsafe,
Schelling says: “We must slow them down. . . . We should not take measures that would
obsolete existing equipment. Any recommended changes should be simple, inexpensive,
and easy to inspect,

“Setting up a formula for classes 266, 135, 48 and possibly E Racing Runabout,
(wonder why he left out the 225's—ED.) bused on a ratio between the total swept area
of the venturi opening and the maximum allowable piston displacement for that class
would have the effect of running with part throttle. Present engines are easily converted
by simply making carburetor changes. There would be no ‘leaning out’ of fuel mixtures.
On the contrary, the jets would actually have to be made smaller to prevent too rich
a mixture. The fuel to air ratio would be maintained, and in the same proportions as
when the engine was being peaked to maximum horsepower at hundreds of more rpm,
The exact ratio could be determined by trial and error, after preliminary slide rule caleu-
lations.” (Schelling at this point suggests certain peak speeds that we will not mention
in the interest of confusing the issue,—ED.) “For the time trial, let the sky be the limit,”

Schelling’s proposal like all others that may be offered to help out the situation
should be analyzed by a team of cxperts, before heing presented to the owners in the
form of a rules proposal, The best brains in racing—the top drivers and the professional
mechanies should be drafted to sit in judgment on all safety proposals. . . . Select these
men from all parts of the country and the program of education will be automatic.

This is a problem for active drivers, the expert mechanics and the boat builders to
solve. With all due credit to the unselfish work of racing officials and executives, we
must agree that this particular problem is beyond many of them.

This is no time for hysterical action of a hit and miss nature. Careful consideration
with expert advice from all guarters is called for.

SPEED and SPRAY, July, 1953




-

QOUTBOARD CLUB OF CHICAGO—
The annual Indoor Regatta was held at
the Sheraton Hotel on April 25th and
more than 250 members and friends were
in attendance, It was at this event that the
Region 7 Hall of Fame was cstablished,
APBA Pres. Gibson Bradfield awarded
seven outstanding drivers in the region
1953 Certificates of Recognition for their
accomplishments and contributions to out-
board racing. Those selected were:

Larry Freeman—High Point Scorer, Wisc,
Homer Kincaid—High Point Scorer, IIL
Bill Tenney—Nut'l. Champ. CR Runabout,
Winner of Col. Green Round Hill
Trophy.
Tom Small—Nat’l. Champ, €S Runabout.
Bob Switzer—Nat'l. Champ. D Utility.
Winner of Pat Ryan Memorial Trophy.
Flarry Vogts—Nat'l. Champ F Hydro.
Panl Wearly—Nat'l, Champ, B & C Hydro.
Winner of John Ward Trophy,

Seven drivers will be similarly recog-
nized and their names added to the Region
7 Hall of Fame each succeeding vear,

LOS ANGELES SPEEDBOAT ASSN.,
INC., Los Angeles, Calif.—The LASA is
very pmud to have acquired ‘something
new’ in the line of regatta sponsors. And
fortunute indeed they arel The South Cate
Wamen’s Club will sponsor the South Fast
Cities Sweepstakes Regatta at Long Beach
Marine Stadium on June 14th, The LASA
will conduct the APBA sanctioned affair
which is for racing outboards only. Tro-
phies will be awarded to the first three
places in each class,

The enthusiastic support of City Fathers
and families of these South East Cities,
along with ‘that of Club Members, prom-
ises to make this one of the biggest and
best Regattas yet.

Adeline Ingalls

GREENVILLE-VICKSBURG MARA -
THON ASSN.—The Fourth Annual! Green-
ville-Vicksburg Outboard Marathon will be
held August 2nd. The course is as follows:
Starting line is at Creenville, Miss. in Lake
Ferguson: down the lake four miles to the
Mississippi  River; 100 miles down the
river to the Yuzoo Canal in Vicksbure,
Miss.; and one mile up the canal to the
steamer, Sprague—the finish linc. Classes
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are Stock Utility Runabouts in AU, BU,
CU, special for only Johnson and Evinrude
25 HP, and the “free-for-all.” Jim Early

WISCONSIN OUTBOARD RACING
ASSN., Oshkosh, Wisec—The WORA is
going to conduct 3 outhoard regattas in
July, all of which will be held in Oshkosh.
The first will be held on July Ist. for A,
B, C, & D stock runabouts and A, B, & D
stock hydroplanes. This race will be held
in conjunction with the Oshkosh Centen-
nial Celebration.

On July 25th another will he held
for stock runabouts. On Sunday, July 26th,
a complete event for racing classes will he
run , , . A, B, G, and F racing IHydros and
C-S and C-R runabouts. The feature event
of the day will be the C hydro race for
the Wisconsin Governor's Trophy. The
Governor’s Trophy is a traveling trophy;
it is almost five feet tall and a driver mnst
win it three years in succession to retain
permanent pPossession,
retired.

WORA Pres.

race

It has never heen

Ev. Follett

MID-WEST POWER BOAT ASSN.,
Minn.—Mid-West, one of the big inde-
pendents in the sport of outhboard racing,
is working out a group coverage insurance
for boats and motors as well as personal
accident medical reimbursement for their

-members. The low rate offered to the as-

sociation demands a 100% participation by
the membership. In general, $10 insures
one boat and motor and personal benelfits
ranging from $500 to $2.000 are available
at rates from $6.75 to $16.50 per season.
Coverage extends forty-eight hours before
and after a race with a $50.00 deductible
provision,

Mid-West conducts annually the $10,000
Acquatenial Outhoard Circuit, one of the
richest prizes in racing,
Commodore

Eddie Jones

PELICAN HARBOR YACHT CLUB,
Fla, is sponsoring the fifth annual Gold
Coast Marathon on July 25 and 26, The
course is from Miami to Palm Beach and
return—134 miles. This event takes the
fleet either up the Florida Coust or on the
Inland Waterway. All types of power bouts
except inboard ernisers are eligible, Lust
year the 124 starters included outhoaras
from T4 HP hydroplanes to twin engine
outhoard cruisers, and inboards from 266
cu, in. hydros down to little 9 foot run-
abouts with Crosley motors—and stock
runabouts of all sizes. There were even
Everglade air propeller boats and hydro-
foils driven by outboard motors.

The Marathon is @ handicap event with
boats in all classes having an equal chance
for the $1,000 John Jones Trophy. Times
for the northern run on the first day of
the race and the southern leg the follow-
ing day are combined with the handicap
to give the cormected rating on which the
trophy to the overall winner is awarded.
Other trophics, eash awards and merchan-
dise bring the total prize value to $5,000,

Publicity Chairmian, Vivyn Iall.

Ghe
50

| EXHAUST STACK.

lends speedy acceleration and a smaoth, racy
drive so desired by every outboard owner.

WRITE TODAY FOR
RACING EQUIPMENT
CATALOG

RING SZHSE S POWER
(STIRRING I~ 0%

oltors,

10 H.P.=
(25 H.P.- $20.2°

14901 KERCHEVAL-GROSSE POINTE 30, MICHIGAN

witl thnill the
OUTBOARD
] ENTHUSIAST
who enjoys the pulsing,

deep-throated.

) Staccatorythmof
RAC/NG MO70R
MUS/C.

$ 10.29)

PIPER RELIEVES BACK PRESSURE=
CAN BE CLOSED WHENNOT /N USE -
DOES NOT DISTURB WATER COOLING.

MARINE
SUPPLYCO.




THE CHAMPIONS USE

WORLD RECORD
K-H “48" CAMS

FOR TOP CROSLEY PERFORMANCE

Gillette Smith’s SNUFFY
National “48” Hydro Champion

Vic Klette’'s PEGGY

World “48” Mile Record Holder
Ty Bain’s U.5.1 “48" Hydro
A Clean Sweep of “48"” Runabout
Champions & Record Holders

K-H CAMS

2511 N. Rosemead Blvd, = El Monte, Calif.
=~ Phone FOrest 0-6144

NEW! Sensational!

Unichem FORMULA MO2C, the molybdenum disulphide
(moly) lubricant formulated specifically for 2 cycle
motors.
Truly an insurance policy for your outboard.

For details write

UNICHEM
192 Wells Place,
Costa Mesa, Calif.

DEALER
INQUIRIES
INVITED

“SHOC-SHELL"

PROTECTIVE HELMETS
Cheapest and best in-
surance possible. Primer
finish, no visor, 523,50,
Leather covered models
available also.
JOHN W. LOHRENZ
4417 E. Anaheim St.
Long Beach 4, Calif.

pabst

STOCK
RUNABOUTS
AND HYDROS

® Known For
Quality Construction
and Top Performance

pabst BOATS

2005 W. AYE. SOUTH
LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN

“Fine RBoais Since 19086
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Flask!

* % & FOUR RECORDS AT MILLER-
TON . .. All set on the 1 2/3 mile conrse.
A Hydro: Orlando Torgiana—48 544 mph
I' Hydro: Bud Wiget—>59.875 mph

C Ser. Hydro: Yori Aoki—49.207 mph
Cracker Box: Bob Patterson—62.370 mph
A feature story on this regatta by Ralph
De Silva, with all the “scoop” on the new
records will appear in the next issue—illus-
trated with plenty of spectacular photos
by the Lankfords of Ouakland.

* x * The Pittshurg Regatta Speedboat
Committee announce with regret that there
will be no Steel Cup Regatta this year.
* * % AP.BA. Region 9, in and around
Mississippi and Louisiana is going to town.
The word is out that Baton Rouge, La. will
bid for the Nutional Outboard Champion-
ships.

* % % 7 Litre owners—Attention! Scattle
Yacht Club announces that the beautiful
Seafair Trophy, originally created as an
Unlimited perpetual, will he posted for 7
Litres this year. Two 10 mile heats on the
2% mile course between Gold Cup heats,
* * % The “Gasoline Only” rule for in-
board hydros, proposed as a safety mea-
sure was voted down by the registered
owners,

* * % Westerners Note! The SO Regatta
scheduled for Luke Elsinore on June 21st
has been cancelled. Another important
change in schedule—The De Anza Cove
Race (San Diego) originally scheduled for
July 5th has been moved up to June 28th
and will be the Region 12 SO Champion-
ships.

* & % A rumor is floating around Detroit
that Guy Lombardo is buying Al Fallon’s
Gold Cupper Miss Great Lakes. Gould be,
of course, but it doesn’t seem to check out.
How about Guy’s new 7 Litre?

* % * Big news for all drivers—every-
where—and all classes. Luke Mead, Ne-
vada is back on the calendar and the ten-
tative schedule calls for Inboard, Outhoard
and Stock. The dates are October 10, and
11th, just one week before the Annual
Salton Sea Regatta. Drivers from EVeTy
section of the country who took in one of
the Lake Mead Regattus have bemoancd
the absence of the. Nevada feature from
the Fall schedule for the pust few years.
Could be that the peerless hospitality that
featured early races there plus of - course
the chance to hit the high spots in that
funtastic city of Las Vegas had something
to do with Mead popularity,

“DAMN GOOD

Gy JoHNgerNARD &
ULINGSLEY

STUFF’.
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What a background for a racing picture. That
architectural masterpiece, the Jefferson ‘ Mem-
orial, and what a grandstand the steps of the
Memorial make for racing in the Tidal Basin,
Amato Taneal in his 48 cubic incher, “Joy,”
passes the marker buoy in the Free-for-all.

Our National Capital in the springtime
is a beautiful place, particularly when the
cherry blossoms are in full- bloom. This
year curing the Cherry Blossom Festival
something new was added—a miniature
regatta in the Tidal Basin.

This event, sponsored by Capital Power
Boat Association, included three heats of
racing for 135 cu. in. hydros, and a free-
tor-all event for 135's and 48 cubic inchers.

Joseph H. Palmer and other boating en-

thusiasts pioneercd this experimental re-
atta in an attempt to prove to the Na-
tional Capital Parks officials that limited
regattas are feasible in the Tidal Basin.
It appears to be a made-to-order race site
with plenty of spectator accommodations,
Park officinls were pleased with the experi-
ment and no doubt there will be more
races held in the shadow of the Jefferson
Memorial.

The 135's raced their three heats with-
out incident, crowds of Washingtonians
watching from the steps of the Memarial,
Frank Vernon won the first heat with his

for-all, there was plenty of
excitement when Vernon, hitting about 70
mph going into a turn, had to change
course abruptly to aveid hitting another
boat. The strain was too much for Faney
Free. The transom snapped off, and the
rudder, stern and quadrant sank in the
Tidal Basin. Fortunately, Vernon was able
to keep the motor going, and by using a
paddle as a rudder, he got back to the
wall, where his boat was removed by a
e, No one was injured, but the many
spectators had quite a thrill. Frank Ver-
non’s boat will be back in shape in time
to compete in other regattas,

“Fancy Free,” with a finish like 2 piano, gets a
little servicing before the race.

Salvage operation. The crane has been secured to Frank Vernon’s half-submerged hydro, “Fancy
Free.” Waist deep in the Tidal Basin, Vernon, on the right, and the rest of the salvage crew are
deliberating on how to do the trick with the least amount of damage.

Fancy Free, Joe Palmer took the second
heat and John McKeever won the third.
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BUILDING

The “Falcon,” built, owned and driven by Ray
Morris of Red Bank, N.J. This is the top competi-
tion boat in the class, and the boat from which
the accompanying design was developed.
"Falcon,” with an Edelbrock Ford, is winning
handily at Lona Branch in this picture,

A Speed Skiff under construction by Harold Sea-
man, of Seaman Sea Skiff Works, Long Branch,
N.J. Note that the first five strakes of planking
are on and that Seaman uses only four molds.
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R SPEED SKIFF

By DAVYID BEACH

Unless you follow the Eastern Regattas
quite closely, chances are you've never
seen a Speed Skiff. However, if you've a
yen to go to sea at forty miles an hour,
and derisively wave a tow line at the var-
nished mahogany and chromed runabouts
as they wallow in the waves offshore while
you plane past them, then the Speed Skiff
is your boat. Or, if you want a runabout to
tow skiers or a pair of aquaplanes, or need
a tender for a tuna clipper which will be
at home on the open ocean, then consider
the design shown.

The Speed Skiff is a product of the
Jersey Coast, having evolved under the
watchful eyes of experienced boatbuilders
during the past 3 decades. The result has
been a true offshore runabout, light, sea-
worthy, and completely at home in choppy
seas, confused inlets or in the long swells
that come rolling in from the Gulf Stream.
That it also fulfills all the requirements for
a general family runabout is proven by
the fact that many of the homes along the
Shrewsbury and Navesink Rivers in New
Jersey have skiffs of this type in their
boathouses.

In the past six years Speed Skiffs have
been raced in the Eastern Circuit to the
delight of the spectators and the utter
amazement of the owners of conventional
runabouts and hydroplanes. Their unex-

celled handling characteristics, combined
with their fair turn of speed, have made
them the favorite of regatta followers from
the “Around Manhattan Island Race” to
the Eastern Shore of the Chesapeake. Be-
cause the Speed Skiff is primarily a fast
family runabout, the number of APBA reg-
istered craft has increased slowly. Unlike
the current trend in “service runabouts,”
the technical rules for Speed Skiffs define
weight, freeboard and structure, outlining
a deep and husky craft that is a pleasure
boat first and a racing class only second.

But enough of this chat-chat about
Speed Skiffs in general. Let’s devote some
space to the particular Speed Skiff shown
in the drawings. For that, look first at the
“Outboard Plan and Profile” drawing. Note
that the design includes two spacious cock-
pits, over 5° wide, between high sides that
permit a half dozen full sized adults to
ride in complete comfort protected to the
shoulders from the spray and spume. A
short forward deck provides for stowage
space, useable for lines, fenders, and other
gear, while under the midship deck is
nestled the engine. The boat will take most
any stock marine engine or conversion up
to about 160 hp, including the Gray 6-160
Fireball, As is standard in sixteen footers,
fuel tank is placed behind the rear cockpit,

Note that the boat incorporates an off-
the-beaten-track horizontal steerer. These
have been standard in Skiffs from Long
Islind to Florida and are much more
simple to install than automotive type
steerers, Beneath the floor hatch, giving
nccess to the shaft log and gland, is a
husky rack and pinion steerer mechanism
which provides a positive and fool-proof
action to the tiller.

So much for outside appearances. Let’s
look now at the “Construction Plan” where
the general arrangement of the craft is
shown in the upper longitudinal section,
The powerplant is easily recognized as a
Ford V-8; the specific conversion shown
is the Osco Series 9-100 conversion, direct
drive, With a full race Mercury, however,
the top of the compartment beneath the
hatches would be somewhat more cluttered
with two or three carburetors all in a row,
The vertical steering column, simple clutch
lever, fuel tank piping, full length stringers
with their lifting eyes, and heavy trans-
verse lower bulkheads all deserve special
notice, Note also the steam bent frames,
spaced every 6” throughout the length of
the boat, and the well distributed system
of bolts which tie the stringers, lower
frames and heavy ¥” marine plywood bot-
tom together into one integrated structure.
These items, together with the substantial
chine and sheer sections provide a measure
of solidity that leaves little to be desired.

The “Construction Details” plan shows
the sections at the bulkheads and the tran-
som, together with the details at small
sectiops at essential locations. It is consid-
ered that the plans are exceptionally com-
plete, and should leave few guestions in
the minds of experienced builders. How-
ever, attention is directed to the note above
the title block on the “Construction Plan”
drawing. Unless the builder is well ex-
perienced, it is considered advisable to
study Chapter 7 of Howard I, Chapelle’s
excellent treatise on “Boat Building”
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Chapter 7 is devoted to lapstrake boats in
general, giving considerable space to the
construction of Jersey Skiffs not too unlike
this one. “Boat Building” is published by
Norton, Inc., of New York, but libraries in
most boating communities have at least
one copy on their shelves.

So much for the construction discussion.
The “Lines & Offsets Plan” presents the
first problems for the prospective builder,
In lapstrake construction, where the plank-
ing is erected over molds prior to the fit-
ting of the frames, the lines and offsets
are given to the inside of the planking.
Here, the sections are for the molds which
are made and erected to insure that the
planks take the proper shape. These lines,
incidentally, are good lines, having been
based on lines taken from Falcon, the pres-
ent competition speed record holder which
was built by Ray Morris of Red Bank, N.J.
What is important is the long curve of the
rocker in the bottom, which is in %" thick
marine plywood. Equally important is the
shape of the sections, particularly that
curve of the bilge. The flat athwartship
sections of the bottom on which the boat
runs gradually widen out aft to 40” at the
transom, and the bilge curves upward ap-
proximately 30 degrees from the horizontal,
The combination of those two features
provide the excellent tuming character-
istics which are responsible for the enthus-
iasm of skiff owners. It is essential that
these lines be lofted, or laid down, full
size before doing anything else. That will
insure that any inaccuracies on the design-
er's scaling the table of offsets will not
result in unfaimess of the boat’s sides. The
actual details of the stem angles can also
be worked out on the full sized lines and
the transom which, if erected with the
molds, can also be developed. There are
many ways of erecting a skiff-planked boat,
as are shown in Chapelle’s book. The il-
lustration accompanying this feature shows
a Speed Skiff in early stages of construc-
tion, with the stem, molds, and transom
fitted to a blanked bottom. The frames are
fitted when the planking strakes are all up,

Three in the after cockpit with no crowding. Dan Ardoline, driving his “Jo Carol Too” at about
45 mph, The author's son David and wife Helen are along for the ride.

The Speed Skiff is a husky all-purpose runabout and a real thrill to own and drive. This is
“Jo-Carol-Too'" doing a good solid 47 miles an hour with two aboard.

http: //boatsport.org §

The Speed Skiffs put on some fine racing and they don’t have to have custom made water
conditions. Left fo right Ardolino’s ““Jo-Carol-Too,” Morris's “Falcon” and Boland’s “Suds.”

Construction is, in other respects, quite
straightforward, and the details of engine
installation are, for the most part, de-
termined by the particular motor used,
The Ford V-8 requires two exhaust pipes
which run through insulated holes in the
heavy lower frame bulkheads, as illus-
trated in the construction sections. How
these details are fitted is left to the indi-
vidual builder, the solutions being pretty
much standardized, and no great difficul-
ties should arise from them. The photos
chosen as accompanying illustrations show
the features drawn on the plans, and for
the most part all the problems which might
arise in the construction of the hull by
either amateur or professional have been
considered.

If you are going to race your Speed
Skiff, it would be well to study the fol-
lowing excerpts from the APBA rules for
this class of boat:

“The principal
boats shall be:
(a) Minimum L.O.A. 16’

(b) Minimum Beam 6"

(¢) Minimum freeboard forward 26"

(d) Minimum freeboard aft 1°10”

(e) Minimum depth of hull inside 2'6"—
measurement to be taken by laying
a straight edge from gunwale to gun-
wale and measuring vertically (at
right angles) from this line to the
shallowest point in the bottom of the
boat.”

Note: The table of characteristics for
the particular boat presented in the plan
is as follows:

dimensions for these

Length on' Deck................. 162"
Beam amidships ... =Bl
Depth amidships...... 2'10"
Freeboard Forward.. Sy

Freeboard Aft........ooo..........2'1"

“Minimum weight of boat complete in
racing trim but without crew or fuel,
1600 1bs, -

“The hull shall be of lapstrake, steam
bent timber construction, with skiff bot-
tom, or the bottom may be of lap strake
construction—providing laps or steps form-
ed by the laps of the planking are approxi-
mately parallel with the center line of the
boat and are of no greater depth than the
thickness of the planking. Thwartship steps,
air scoops and tunnels are specifically
prohibited.

“The engine must: be enclosed. Decks,
sunken decks and lockers or engine box
or hatches shall be substantial and strong
enough to support the weight of two
persons,

“The form of power plant shall be one
four-cycle motor with piston displacement
not to exceed 255 cu. in. Overhead valves
permitted if motor was so designed by
the original builder. Superchargers shall
be prohibited. All parts used must be
available on the open market to the public
at or through a dealer in the United States,

“The maximum permissible expenditure
for the motor including clutch, reverse
gear, or gear box, shall not exceed $1500.

“The engine shall be equipped with an
efficient clutch and/or reverse gear,

“The boat must carry a crew of two
with the seating locations optional,

“Boats of this class shall carry a racing
number with letters “JS” painted on both
sides at the bow.”

The Speed Skiff is a very efficient hull,
Witness the APBA records for the class;
1 mile record—49.611 mph by Jo Carol

Too owned by Dan Ardolino,
5 mile comp. record—44.510 mph set at
Red Bank by Falcon, Ray Morris,

It takes a pretty fair family runabout to
get around Manhattan Island at a forty
mile clip in the type of water usually
existing. In the Around Manhattan Race
in 1949 Harold Disbrow completed the
circuit in his Speed Skiff at an average
of 41.3 mph. :

If you build a Speed Skiff to race, that’s
fine. If you build a Speed Skiff for general
purpose, you can't make a hetter choice,

So, pleasant boating and good racing!

Large scale blueprints are avail-
able from the original designer’s
drawings. Address David Beach,
Naval Architect, 23 Buckingham
Court, Maywood,, N. J.

1
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Kenneth Collier tock both heats of “A"

Photes by HITCHCOCK

This was scheduled to be the story of
two days of Stock Outhoard racing at
Blythe on the Colorado River. The Ffrst
part of the story, recounting the results
of the mile trials, will have to go to a
future date. The wind blew a sereaming
gale and not a single boat attempted the
trap. This might have been quite a varn,
for the boys with the hot rigs have been
laying for a chance at the river mile, and
they were all there,

The actual miles per hour results of
record runs on the Colorado at this point
would have made an interesting study, for
the current through the trap must have
been a solid 8 mph, and water speed-
ometers on short tests were showing quite
a variance. Whether or not the lift from
the downstream run will offset the cur-
rent is a question that will have to wait
for the next try at Blythe,

The racing program was tops— the
equivalent of any outboard program that
this writer has ever witnessed, Big fields
of well matched boats in every class fought
it out to finishes where the leading boat
was lucky to win by the proverbial nose,
The spectators got an eyeful of the fanci-
est flipping program seen in the west in
many a day.

Butch Reed, the local youngster, started
oft the festivities with a terrific wing-ding
in the A Runabouts, leaving the honors to
another schoolboy, Bobby Parish from
Bakersfield, who captured both heats.
Young Butch, reputed to be ready to knock
off the A Hydro record at any moment,
was the odds-on favorite to run away and
hide from the eleven entries in this class,
That isn’t the way it went at all. Dr. Paul
Deloe, a brand new driver starting in
his second regatta, copped onto the lead
and Butch was way back in the pack. Doc
ran out of steam (or something) after two
laps and then there was a real battle for

the lead with Kenneth Collier winning
out. Little Biff Parker was the tough ]ll(.'ku -
driver of the regatta. His outfit dug into@"

a wake, flipped and tore the whole deck
off. It went down like a rock, and all
efforts to recover it were fruitless. Biff
was unhurt. That was his first ride ahead
of Bob Knapp’s world record motor which
he had just acquired.

-
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There were 19 B Stock Runabouts and
they mmust have all been hot because in
each elimination heat every boat was right
on top of one of those championship

smotors at the turn. Ronnie Rima knocked
off one of the eliminations with no pain,
and was leading in the runof when a
steering pin folded and put him out of

the race. Bob Cochran driving the new

Champion Runabout gathered in a first and
' a second for top honors. Chuck Van Dyke
barrel-rolled out of his outfit on that rough

and bumpy backstretch but managed to

climb back in and continue the race. With
that 8-mile current running he really had

to do a piece of swimming to catch

the boat.

The D Hydro race was spectacular but
there wasn't much doubt of the out out-
come, The water was made to order for
Ivan Brower’s conventional Smoothie and
Ronnie Rima, doing the driving, gathered
in both first places. There wasn’t a driver
in the race who didn’t have his outfit at
full bore and places were changing con-
stantly back of the leader. That 3-pointer
that Johnny Craven drove could be a hot
rig in glass smooth water but it was well
named for this race Major Catastrophe.

The boys down on the river and the
drivers from the Coast have a perpetual
feud running in B Stock Hydro. The
betting before the race was 5 to 3 in favor
of the river boys, who specialize in the
Hydro. Hub Reed was the red hot favorite
with the Collier boys and Homer Sain fig-
ured to be pretty hot too. Rima from
Newport Beach in another of Brower's
creations must have given the local bookies
the jitters. Ronnie got the lead in the first
heat—lost it to Hub Reed—got it back
again and then Reed heat him out at the
finish line coming up from behind to get
the flag by just a half a boat length. It
was a real thriller, The second heat started
out the same way, Hub lost a little every
time his outfit came clear in the rough
going on the back stretch and finally some-
thing shook loose and he wound up with
a fourth, while Rima copped the trophy.
It was Rima again in the first heat of D
Stock Runabouts with 9 outfits in the field,
but the Brower rig folded up in the
second heat,

The official axe caught Walt Guderian
on the under-weight rule and Johnny
Craven on a motor ruling. This latter
affair was a freak. The motor inspector
found that the idle jets on the borrowed
motor that Johnny was running had
worked wide open. That gallivanting
cowboy, Homer Smith, from Bull Basin
Ranch, had a water level view of the
whole race. He was thrown from his boat
at the upper turn, and couldn’t catch up
with the outfit which literally sailboated
down the river with the wind and the
current all to its advantage. Homer flipped
in the first lap. When the first boat finished,
Homer and the boat had both passed the
judges’ stand on the way down stream.
" That's a guarter of a lap on the Blythe

course in pretty fair time with no help

from the motor.

That’s a nice course at Blythe and the
hospitality is tops, but that back stretch
is a lulu when the wind blows.

ol http: //boatsport.org [

2 straight heats for lvan Brower's “Smoothie.”

Bill Rampke going over one of those rough
spots on the downstream run near the stand.

!
2 ——

Doc Deloe took the lead in “A" Hydro,

A Stock Hydro. Fred Richman leading Biff
Parker. Biff dumped in the next lap.
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THE POST WOOD ERA
By GEORGE VAN

Photos
Courtesy Datroit Times

THE BRITISH
INTERNATIONAL TROPHY

This is the third and concluding part in
SPEED AND SPRAY'S history of the
Harmsworth Trophy. In the May and
June issues we presented the early his-
tory of this 50 year old international
award and brought the story up to the
post-Wood era. Gar Wood declined to
defend against the 1949 challenge and
after a hoily contested elimination series
the U, S. team was selected. Now for the
1949 race.

THE 1949 WORLD SERIES

% http: //boatsport.org
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.~ When Lord Nér’l’l!i_el'lﬁe‘s “Bit of Bronze” ls Cdi'l"tesfad'.
For, It's Truly The World Series of Speedboat Racing

The First Race

Thousands of spectators—several hun-
dred thousand in fact—lined the course to
see the first international championship
race in 15 years, Miss Canada IV came to
Detroit hailed as the most formidable chal-
lenger since Kaye Don beat Gar Wood's
Miss America X in one heat of the 1931
race at a speed of 89.913 mph, a heat
record that was still standing in 1949,
Harold Wilson had driven the Canadian
boat unofiicially at 120 mph in trials on
Canadian waters. But regardless of the
fanfare Miss Canada never looked as good
as her press notices, In that first heat she
was back at the start and still trailing at
the finish and she never looked fast.

Kaye Don’s “Miss England II" gave the Silver Fox of Algonac his finest race.—Rosenfeld photo.

Dollar took Skip-A-Long of Calitornia
over the line first and was down the river
100 yards ahead of Such Crust and My
Sweetie—Miss Canada trailed by 200 yards.
Going under the Belle Isle Bridge, Dollar’s
team mates both passed him up, On the
back stretch, Cantrell pushed My Sweetie
out in front to a 50 yard lead over Dan
Arena in Such Crust as the first lap ended.
It looked like an American parade but
soon afterwards Sweetie lost a water intake
and dropped from the race. Such Crust
took over the, lead and won easily. Skip-A-
Long was close behind Sweetie when the
latter conked out and tried to pass. the
stalling boat on the fourth lap at the lower
turn, Dollar hit a wave in the only choppy
spot on the course and took over some
spray and solid water that drowned out
the Allison. Skip bobbed around for six
minutes before Dollur and his mechanic
Ollie Meeks managed to get her going
again and in the meantime Miss Canada
went by. Dollar poured on the coal and
caught the Canadian boat coming up under
the Belle Isle Bridge on the last lap. At
the finish Skip was nearly two laps behind
Such Crust with Miss Canada far behind.
Danny and his brother Gene, who was
riding as mechanie, had shaken dozens of
hands at the judge’s stand before Dollar
crossed the line. Danny said that he played
it  cozy after taking the lead, frequently




was down to 2400 rpm and never above
3000. The lap times bore out his state-
ment, He averaged 97.969 mph as com-
pared to Kaye Don's heat record of 89.972
mph and he did it with several laps well
under 70 mph. Despite Arena’s conserva-
tive pace, Such Crust had taken a beating,
A half dozen planks and frames were hrok-
en and her engine mounting was loosened.
Dissappointment

The Wilsons were disappointed in the
performunce of Miss Canada for this mark-
ed the first time that one of their entries
had failed to make a good showing in a
race on the Detroit River. The supercharg-
er on the Rolls had failed to cut in and
Harold had run the race at a top rpm of
1700, The Wilsons had figured on 2800
rpm which they thought would give them
the speed to beat the American team,

A Movie Finish

One more victory was needed by the
U. §, team to keep the Harmsworth Trophy
in this country, the award going to the
nation which is first to win two races.

The second race, held on the following
day, wis one of high drama—one of the
most thrilling in all Harmsworth history.
The' finish was more like a movie script
than an actual race. Danny Arena went

“Slo-Mo-Shun IV's"’ fantastic rocster tail is a never-lo-be-forgetten thrill,

http: //boatsport.org

into the sixth and last lap of the race with
a quarter mile lead, a margin he had held
since the first lap. D8llar had been trail-
ing him doggedly, stepping up the pace
on each lap. The race seemed in the bag
for young Arena who had won the previous
day’s race with a battered boat, Into the
upper tum went the leader—and then it
happened. Such Crust faltered—and then
drifted to a stop as Dollar and Skip-A-Long
of California roared by to win. Dan Arena
and his brother Gene worked frantically
to get the Crust started. Suddenly the Al-
lison caught and with one last spurt they
crossed the finish line to take second place.
Horace Dodge, driving My Sweetie, took
third to make it one-two-three for the U. S.
team in this second and final race.

The Challenger, Miss Canada IV was,

fourth, more than a lap behind. She was
out ‘just for show.” Before the race Huarold
Wilson said that the blower on the Rolls
would not perform but that he would race
50 as not to disappoint the crowd.

Record Shattered

All Harmsworth records were shattered

in this second race. Skip-A-Long covered
the 42 statute miles at 94.285 mph which
wiped from the books Miss England II's
heat record of 89.913 mph set up in 1931

"“Skip-A-Long” of California leading “Such Crust” during the 1949 race at Detroit.

One of the largest boat racing spectator crowds
in history. Belle Isle Bridge was jammed with
press and spectators,

The Arena Brothers in Jack Schafer's “Such
Crust” leading the pack at the momaent.




defended the “old
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The Wilson's “Miss Canada IV,” unsuccessful challenger in 1949 and 1950,

in the one heat that the English boat fin-
ished. Arena in Such Crust 1 got the lap
record, His fastest (the fifth) was 98.164
mph compared to Don's 93.047 in the 1931
race. The spectators may have thought that
Areng was just trying to hold his position
throughout the race, hut the lap speeds told
a different story. Dollar, neyver more than a
quarter of a mile behind was turning every
lap « little faster, and Arena had no choice
but to go along with the pace. They started
out with a 93 mph lap and with cach one
a little faster they were touring the [fifth at
98 when the Crust stopped dead,
The Run Off

The United States team had successtully
bronze bauble,” hut
Such Crust I and Skip-A-Long were tied
for first with onc win apiece and o run-off

o was required to determine which name

would be inscribed on the trophy. The
rn-off, a two lap race, didn't amount to
much, Arena put Sueh Crust out in front
with the gun but Dollar passed Schafer’s
hoat at the upper turn, Sueh Crust came
to u stop in Front of the judges’ stand at
the end of the first lap while Skip-A-Long
covered the second round leisurely to be-
come the official winner of the 1949 Harms-
worth Trophy Race.

Harold Wilson, driver of “Miss Canada.”

20

Plans For 1950

The Wilsons challenged again in 1950
with the same Miss Canada IV that had
failed to win for Canada in 1949, Once
aguin the Detroit Rjver was selected as
the course site, Normally the defender is
given the right of picking his site in the
defense of the Harmmsworth., But Dollar’s
Skip-A-Long had gone to the bottom of
Lake Tuhoce in Californin in the full of
1949 and was never recovered, Dollar suid
he would not build a new craft, Juck
Schafer offered one of his Such Crusts to
Dollar, but the latter graciously refused,

J. Lee Barrett of Detroit and the late
Commodore Sheldon Clark of Chicago,
officers of the Yachtsmun's Association of
America, representing the authority in this
country over the B.LT, award, selected
Detroit over suggested sites near San Fran-
cisco’ and Seattle, Obviously thoy were
swayed in their decision for the Detroit
River because of the know-how in that
arca in the running of unlimited elass races,

A challenge from Donald Cumpbell of
England with the Bluebird IT or a new ver-
sion of the Vosper-huilt craft failed to ma-
terinlize. Campbell, son of the late Sir
Malcolm  Camphell, tried unsuccessfully
late in 1949 to break the 141,74 mph world
record established by his father in 1930,

“Leadfoot Lou” Fageol drave Stan Sayres’ “Slo-
Mo:Shun IV" to victory in 1950,

Enter Slo-Mo-Shun IV

The year of 1950 was memorable in un-
limited class boat history. It was the year
that Stanley Sayres and his Slo-Mo-Shun
IV came to light in the world of boating.
Sayres, Anchor Jensen, Ted Jones uand
others—mostly men from the airplane in-
dustries of the Northwest — had worked
ceaselessly for more than a vear on thiy
Slo-Mo.

In the spring of 1950 Sayres electrified
the world, and particularly that part of the
speedhoat world in Detroit, when he kick-
ed the daylights out of the world mile
record with that 160.323 mph run on Lake
Washington. Slo-Mo's performance was o
bolt out of the blue—a complete surprise,
No one had ever heard of the boat or the
owner, With one pair of runs the Seattle
speedster wiped out Sir Malcolm Camp-
bell's world record established in 1939 und
Gur Wood's American record set in 1931,

Detroit speedboat men little realized how
smug and fat they had grown in their
thinking, When Sayres said he would bring
Slo-Mo east for the Gold Cup and the
Harmsworth, and whatever else was going
on in Detroit—well, they figured he would
have to be shown! The gencral attitude in
Detroit was that after all, o mile record
wis wonderful, but it was doubtful if Slo-
Mo would hold together in a rough-tougl
series with the seasoned drivers and boats
in the Motor City.

A Cenvincing Performance

The story of how Slo-Mo-Shun IV came,
conguered and departed with all the cups
and records, made glamorous racing his-
tory that will not soon be forgotten,

Speedhoat addicts never will forget Slo-
Mo on the Detroit River that summer. She
was around for nearly two months, Before
the Gold Cup she was out each day crois-
ing ronnd and ‘round the river. She took
the Gold Cup convincingly with her de-
signer, Ted Jones, doing the driving. No
longer was she regarded as a cockleshell
built for a mile run; instead, her perform-
ances surrounded her with an aura of re-
liable invincibility. Detroiters were amazed
when Sayres and Jones took friends out
for pleasure rides aboard Slo-Mo during
the week before the Gold Cup,

The 1950 Course

The 1949 Harmsworth had been held in
July. In his 1950 challenge, Emie Wilson
stipulated that the race would have to he
held after August 1. September 1 and 2
were selected by the YAA officials, If a
third ruce was necessary it would he held
September 3rd, Labor Day. The Detroit
Yacht Club again was the sponsoring and
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supporting body, together with the Detroit
International Regatta  Association. Each
ruce this time would be forty miles—8
laps of a 5-mile course. It was all laid out
above the Belle Isle Bridge with the start
and finish off the D.Y.C. The year before,
i seven-mile course had been used which
took the racing craft between the spans of
the Belle Isle Bridge, This in 1950 was
deemed dangerous, particulaly because of
Slo-Mo's speed.
Whe Will Defend?

As usual the United States as the de-
fender was entitled to a three-hoat team.
The cligibles included Jack Schafer’s Such
Crust I and Such Crust II, Al Fallon’s Miss
Great Lakes, Horace Dodge's My Sweetie,
and the Dossin Brothers' new Miss Pepsi,
the first twin-engine Allison-powered hy-
droplane. Guy Lombardo had a notion he
might try for a place with his rebuilt
Tempo V. He came out to Detroit, watched
the boats in trials, and gave up the idea.

The day before the first race Slo-Mo-
Shun IV stood as the only boat definitely
named on the U.S. team. She had qualified
at 96.72 mph. Cantrell had put My Sweetie
around with a 94.51 mph average Thurs-
day before the first race. Chuck Thompson
had traveled the 15 mile trinl with Miss
Pepsi at an impressive clip of over 96 mph
the same afternoon, and she had  gone
around the 5-mile lap at 98.18, the fastest
trip ever made around a closed course any-
where, This broke Danny Arena’s 98.16
mph lap made with Such Crust I during
the Harmsworth Races in 1949, Thompson
said that he had used only 2900 rpm'’s of
Pepsi's rated 3200, and this only hrietly,
doing most of the trial at 2700, Danny
Foster ran Such Crust I at 87.71 and Dun-
ny Arena got 88.94 out of Such Crust II in
their 15-mile qualifying race,

A Tough Decision

The committee had a problem, and

Pepsi's performunce puarticularly posed it,

The California Comet, Dollar's consistent “‘Skip-A-long,” blasting along to victory in the 1949
race. Every one of those little dots in the background is a spectator.

The mighty “Miss America X' was h

ged cha of the world for 17 years.

for 3 laps. but during the last two trips
around the course Thompson had been
virtually blinded by spraying oil. The com-
mittee was stressing reliability. They want-
ed three boats on the team that were reas-
onably sure of covering the 40-mile Harms-
worth heats,

Al Fallon’s Miss Great Lakes was also
in the picture. Young Bill Muncey gave
her a daring twirl pushing htr above 96
on her first lap, but then she sturted to
burn o0il and emerged with an 82.83 mph
average, This was slow going in compuri-
son to the others.

At the eleventh hour the committee de-
cided in favor of Such Crust II and My
Sweetie, as team-mates for Slo-Mo-Shun
IV. Miss Pepsi's camp, to put it mildly,
was rather chagrined to hear that their
boat was not selected,

Fageal Selected

Miss Canada IV didn't arrive in Detroit
from Gravenhurst, Ontario, up in the
Muskoka Lakes, until the day before the
race. She came out on the course, but her
driver, Harold Wilson, didn’t let her out.
He merely cruised around to familiarize
himself with the course. The Wilsons had
the gnessers going crazy. Miss Canada IV
had been clocked at better than 140 mph in
trinls at Gravenhurst, according to reports.

With Ted Jones on the shelf with a
broken hand, Sayres at the last moment
picked the wveteran Lou Fageol of Kent,
Ohio, to drive Slo-Mo. It was Fageol's first
Harmsworth, Sayres had made a wise
choice, for Fageol could be counted on
not to spare the horses, particularly when
those horses were in a hull tuned to a per-
fection never before attained in an un-
limited elass racing craft,

A Runaway Race

Fageol put Slo-Mo-Shun IV over the line
first, & bare two seconds after the gun, and
75 yards ahead of My Sweetie, driven by
Wild Bill Cantrell. Danny Arena was only
w few boat lengths astern in Sueh Crust 11,

Wilson seemed cautious with Miss Can-
ada and was more than 300 yards behind
the leader at the outset, The. spectators
who jammed the course waited for Miss
Cunada to move up. She did come on for
a bit, but then took a position 100 vards
behind the Crust and held that spot until
the last lap, /

On the last trip around, Miss Canada’s
steering wheel became  disengaged and
Wilson and his mechanic, Charley Volker,
took a complete whirl in a circle before
they resumed their way on a somewhat
rubbery course, It cost them a mile.

Slo-Mo was never headed. She covered
the frst 5-mile lap at 94.044 mph and ran
the remaining 35 in the low 90's to average
91,127 for the race. Sweetie was second
with an 85.004 mph average and Crust
third at 84,705 mph. Miss Canada trailed
in at 80.410 mph.

Slo-Mo looked like a winner all the way,
She had an approximate mile lead at the
end of the first 5-mile lap and continued
to streteh out her margin over the sceond
place Sweetie. When Slo-Mo got the check-
ered flag off the D.Y.C. dock, Steeetie was
still out of sight at the upper end of the.
course, On the last lap going down the
back stretch, Arena tried to move the Crust
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Increasing speed in recent years has

- focused attention on the ever present race

boat problem—stability.

All classes of boat racing, inboard and
outhoard, right down the line from small
to large, have experienced an increase in
speed, Class racing restrictive regulations,
the very backbone of hoat racing has
proved to be no detriment to speed me-
chanics—amateur or professional. Witness
the outboards, where motors designed
some 25 years ago are producing speeds
not even dreamed possible in the old days.
The inboards, with a few more variables
on which to work, have produced results
which would have been considered fan-
tasy but a few years ago.

The search for speed, although produc-
tive, has brought along an amplified cer-

tain adverse performance characteristics,

Why is stability a problemp Speed, in es-
sence, is the guiding light of hoat racing,
All other considerations of design may be
considered secondary—at least, in the first
analysis, If we raced boats along a straight-
away, under ideal water and weather con-
ditions, the stability factor would be neg-
ligible. However, it is unhappily true that
a race boat must get from here to there
under existing conditions, whether good
or bad. These conditions—rough water,
high wind, single or short turns, current,
narrow waterway, etc. present the problem,
In addition, various factors of maneuver-
ability must be considered, Because a boat
must somehow negotiate a turn, certain
design factors must be incorporated in the
hull and the boat must be trimmed to turn.

A race hoat, of any class or design, iy
largely a compromise, Right here we ar-
rive at the heart of the problem. Consid-
eration given to existing operating condi-
tions, the importance. or weight of each
factor in the final analysis, is in proportion
to the effect on speed—for the effect, in
the main, will be adverse.

Perhaps it would be worthwhile to look
at the reasons for recent increase in speed
and their influence upon the stability Factor,
Instability has always been with us—it
will be interesting to see the balance scule
at work; ratio of pure speed: operational
considerations.

OUTBOARDS

Let us look at but one of the score or
more of outboard classes, The Johnson
PR-65, workhorse of outboard racing, ap-
pears able to power a few more mph every
year, Old-timers can well remember speeds
of fifteen years ago, where were considered
maximum for the C motor, Technically the
motor is probably about the same as yester-
year, More efficient ignition and metal-
lurgical improvements are providing more
RPM. The recent use of Nitro base fuels
has introduced another speed factor. Cur-
buretion promises to play an increasingly
important part in the search for speed.

The old Meyer lower unit has proved to
be a pioneering effort, for there are now i
number of units on the market which pro-
vide additional mph over the standard
Johnson or Evinrude. Boats and propellers
have largely been responsible for increase
i speed. Three point hydroplanes are fast-
er, and promise to be even more so. Run-
about efficiency has developed to the point
where speeds are within-threg miles of the
3-Pt. Propeller progress has heen Tapid,
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Each season brings forth something new.
Trend is to run the propeller higher and
higher. Outboard propeller action is now
largely that of the surface type.

These various design and technical im-
provements have, in addition to speed, in-
troduced a few problems — foremost of
which is instability, Speed alone, wherein
a minimum of wetted surface is desirable,
will introduce an inherent adverse stability,
Bouts designed for a certain speed range
usually will not perform satistactorily if
raced in a faster range. It appears that
some changes will be made in the outboard
three-point hydro to compensate for the use
of surfacing propellers and handling abili-
ties through a 65 plus mph speed range.

It may be difficult to measure airlift,
wind resistance, and drift, but ever in-
creasing speeds demand attention to these
details. The outboard runabout has attain-
ed some degree of speed efficiency, but the
search for speed has not produced an in-
crease in stability. The runabout is even
more adversely effected than the hydro-
plane through the increase in speeds. Lim-
itedd supporting surfaces place the run-
about at the. mercy of normal operating
conditions, A good deal more attention to
these conditions is necessary for this type
thun in other hull forms.

INBOARDS

Statements pertaining to the outboard
may, in turn, be applicable to inboard rac-
ing, Competition on the standard in-
bourd course at 100 mph straightaway
speceds, rough water, wind action and light
weight, all contribute to instability. One
may note the difference between straight-
uwiy and competition speeds—argument
itself as to the stability factor. It is appar-
ent that some 34 mph variation (266's for
example) would mean that stability is a
major factor when consideration is given
to competitive performance.

Weight distribution of the inboard rac-
ing hydroplane is a stabilizing influence.
One may well marvel that the hydro is so
stable. Each of the elements that contri-
bute to produce a speed result yield noth-
ing in the way of stability, Thus it would
appear that we can look forward to some
concentrated attention to this important de-
partment as speeds jell and become faster.

Inboard speeds have been far from static,
Technical advancements have progressed

rapidly, Motor refinement has been fruit-

ful. The surface propeller has become more
efficient—usage is now universal, Injection
carburetion has produced more horsepower
per cubic inch. The surface propeller and
prop riding hull have proven a happy com-
bination, Balance, trim, and lightweight
are increasingly important,

The why of this measurement, the re-
sult of that contour, or the cause and ef-
fect of these angles may be obscure, but
the results add up. It is doubtful that the
naval architecture of our modern dynamic
hull-forms will ever approach an exact
science. The stability factor will always be
with us—nevertheless, the experts will con-
tinne to produce more efficient hulls.

As a thoughtful philosopher once said,
“Emasculate sport, remove from it every
vestige of danger, and you will kill it.” Will

-anyone offer that man a boat rideP
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IT'S DIFFICULT TO MEASURE
AIRLIFT WIND RESISTANCE, ETC.




"DOWN
UNDER

By BIG NIX

1953 HYDRO TITLES

Each season I seem to get involved on
the wrong end of a panic motor rebuild
tied up with a longish trip someplace to a
race meet. This time it was for the first of
the series of hydro titles . . . the New
Zealand 255 auto class, allocated this year
to the Manawatu Club and scheduled for
January 10th at Foxton.

From Auckland, this calls for a real ride,
400 odd miles south through some of our
most interesting country, South from the
“Queen Gity” through the Waikato Valley
(reputed to rate as one of the richest dairy
areas in the world) then cquickly to To-
koron and Kinleith, new timber towns
built to handle the multi-million pound
pine forest harvest just come to maturity,
South still, and climbing to the volcanic
plateau  around our National Park, we
reach the thermal area at Wairakei, fore-
warned only by the awesome, earshatter-
ing blast of super-heated steam bursting
straight out of the earth. Headlined for
months now, this area is the operational
centre for our backroom boys who, in
frantic haste, are engaged in solving the
mamifold problems involved in harnessing
this wonder of nature to industrial useful-

ness, These scientisits look like winners in -

the battle to beat our chronic and recur-
ring power shortage. Latest development,
and of world wide atomic importance, is
the official announcement of a vast plun to
produce heavy water as one side of a dual

. project, Some wag suggests heavy water
for heavy drinkers!

A break at Taupo, and then round the
lake side, where everybody seems to wear
a trout rod like a third arm. Next we
travel across the one-time notorious Desert
Road. On a fine day there 15 a clear view
of Ngaruahoe, with perhaps billowing
smoke clouds and red hot boulders hurtle
ing skywards. Perhaps again dark enough
at mid-day to run with full lights on
through grounded rain clouds. And then
up the tortuous Mangaweka Hill before
rolling out at last onto the alluvial Mana-
watn plains stretching west and south be-

_ fore us, clear to the wild Tasman Sea. As
I said, it's a real ridel
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Bevan's
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“Thunderbird.” The underbody sponsons and the bow profile are reminiscent of

Tommy Thompson's very successful “Agitator,” Should have possibilities:

Racing down this way is mainly in river
water — narrow, with only two buoys —
longer  straightaways, calling for a rig
which runs fast and tars tight, The north-
erners uren’t used to this, particularly the
faster models which ‘are accustomed to
staying on the plane and sliding in.

This day was bright and fine, the large
gallery making a picnic of it. Down at the
slip the two Aucklund entries, Jack Oates’
Hammerhead and his keen rival Ken Nich-
olson’s Stingray, were being quietly eyed
by the local Iads, There also was the local
white hope, “Woody” Woodcock's Miss
Foxton with Ford 6 newly installed, Jack
Penny's Dodge powered Miss Horowhenua,
and Utufiti, which name still puzzles me,
Murray Willinms and Harold Peters, whom
I'd last seen at Tauranga, were there with
Clipper and Top Flite, The draw had put
Hammerhead on the right next the starter
boat, with Utufiti on the extrenie left. Pro-

. race drivers’ instructions had made it quite

clear that the flug wouldn't drop until all
were lined nicely, rolling together. None
of this hanging back for a flyer . . . no sirl

Now they're rolling, spread clear across
and only Utufiti dragging, Jack has his
eyes on the flag, glinces across to the
laggard and quickly back in time to catch
the flag just dropping, to my way of think-
ing, hesitatingly and to the side, Round

- goes Hammerhead, trapped into thinking

it’s no start, but not the rest—they’re at it
ammer and tongs for the top marker.
Clipper is first, then Top Flite and Sting-
ray, and Miss Horowhenuy next. Jack is
ashore, hopping mad and protesting, Down
the back run, Stingray gathers in Top
Flite but makes little impression on Clip-
per. Miss Horowhenua is in behind, mak-
ing ground oh so slowly. Round and round,
Top Flite loses her third place and Clipper
goes over the line to a win. Stingray, close
behind, falters in the lust few yards with
a shot thrust race exploding like a pin
wheel, and Miss Horowhenua races by in-
to second place,

Jack Oates’ protest was announced us
allowed to begin with, but here’s the fly
in the ointment , , . the other drivers
wouldn't buy it; they were going to sit out
any re-run. Result—no re-run and Murray
Williams takes the title and the cash.

“ L °

Next contest was for the North Island
unlimited championship, organized by the
Munukau Club at their headquarters at
Bottle Top Bay. It wis a miscrable wet
day with thunder and lightning, but fortu-
nately little wind, The field, disappoint-
ingly small, was composed of Hammer-
head, Stingray, Eric Billham's Typhoon
(all Jarvie Hulls), Herb Starks’ Saga built
by Ron Hogan, and H. Lawler’s Ford
powered Hawk.

This time the start was as clean ag a
whistle, 'way down the estuary, und by
the time they’d ruced up to us, Hammer-
head was clear from Stingray, Hawk and
the others. Next thing we know, Hammer-
head has bounded into the air off o CIOfS=
ing wash put up by the patrol boat; the
mill lets out un expensive graunching
sound and cuts dead, well clear of the
course, The others weather it nicely, with
Stingray in complete command round the
top marker and pulling away. Nest time
round, out goes the red flag for a recall iy
the management ruled an unnatural haz-
ard, Now Stingray was pestered with a
mysterious starter motor bug this day,
which cleared of its own accord, but only
after a half hour rest. Granted a thirty
minute delay, Stingray was caught flat-
footed at the re-run. That team is still as
sore as a wasp bite, maintaining it was an
awfully short half hour, Anyway, neither
Hammerhead nor Stingray made the re-
run and the race was well under way be.
fore Typhoon joined in. Into the bargain
the rain was literally blinding everyone,
Hawk and Saga processing for the full
distance,

It turned out later that Hammerhead's
trouble was due to the distributor shaft
retainer being loose, allowing said shaft to
lift with the jolt and foul up the timing,

& = ]

Up north a little later the Whangarei
Club ran the third of the current hydro

title series for the NZ unlimited auto su- .

premacy. During the first handicap race
Stingray, badly holed, was lucky to run up
close to a handy trailer and with the help
of a good gang avoided going under com-

pletely. First casualty! Next was Hammer-
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head, i wound the starter off its mount.
“Then Erc Billham drifted away over the
other side and he too was out with no
power. That left only the skeleton of the
original field. . [ . Jack Bevan’s Thunder-

| bird with mechanic Ray Hardinger at the

wheel, Lofty Blomfield’s Hophead, and
Ancklander Carl Augustin’s Super Sonic.
It may have heen just as well that the
ficld was so small, as any more jamming
up that first marker would almost certainly
have caused the father of all “prangs.”
The race, after the first hectic seramble
round the buoy, panned out to be a regu-
lar follow-the-leader job with Thunderbird
-showing the way home for the full dis-
tance to take her first big win. Super Sonic
was outclissed and took second place, with
Hophead a long way back in third place.
Both Thunderbird and Hophead are sport-
ing mills with all the good American gear

hung all over—the envy of a lot of the *

boutics who can’t get at that sort of stuff,
L] £ -]

Easter Monday at Rotorua, the weather
man really rubbed it in, with steady bit-
terly cold rain being the order of the day.
This was the last chance of the season to
take home a top trophy, this time for the
North Island 255 clags, In the run up past
the control tower, the field ran really fast,
getting right on top of the first marker be-
fore the Hag fell. Inevitably everybody hit
the floor hard regardless, swung into the
harebrained melee and  disappeared in
clouds of murk. Hurold Peters, with some-
thing really going under the cowls of Top
Flite, screamed clear, well in the lead of

‘ the bunch still sorting themselves out.

Miss Horowhenua, with Bill Bryne at the
wheel, set off like a scalded cat, taking all
the muck that Harold could throw. Ham-
merhead and Stingray, with Bert Farrant’s
Le Sabre, led the rest of the bunch, Start-
ing into the second lap, Hammerhead chal-

lenged strongly, attempting to cut across *

to the inside, his steering wheel came
adrift, one sponson hooked and he was
nearly over and out again. Stingray was
now in third place. The leaders wind it
on for lap after lap, and it appears that
Harold may not reulize that Miss Horo-
whenua is so close behind, With only part
of u lap to go, he cases to muke sure of
the last turn, and Bill Bryne is in as quick
as a Hash to take the lead. With only a
few yards to go, Top Flite can’t muke the
grade, Miss Horowhenua gets the flag, and
back in third is Stingray.

Congratulations to Bill Bryne and owner
Jack Penny, They've proved they have a
good outfit, with a win and a second for
the two starts. Jack Oates deserved a better
fate than four bad breaks in a row. Some
small consolation for him came in the form
of a new mile record for the class at 61.27
mph, eclipsing Thunderbird’s 59.5 figure
sct only a few weeks back, Same day that
Jack did his stuff at Waiuku, Laurie Walt-

~ers with his champion Miss Nola II set a

new Australasian figure for the 91 cu. in.
hydros at 39.889. This Ford 10 hp pow-
ered outfit has on several unofficial occa-
sions done rather better than this, the
smooth water on the crucial day proving
just a mite too sticky. With a bit better
Inck in this line he should be able to give
world figures a good go.
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Start of the big race at Whangarei for the NZ unlimited auto supremacy. Carl Augustin’s
“SuperSonic,”” nearest the camera, Ray Hardinger in “Thunderbird,” then Lofty llumﬂald in

“Hophead,”” and the Starter boat on the outside.

Harold Peters’ “Top Flite.”




JOHNNY CRAVEN'’S STORY
OF THE COLORADO RIVER MARATHON

(As Told te Kent Hitchcock)

1948 seems like a long time ago, as I
look back on the five Colorado River Mara-
thons . . . only three of which I have
attended or had anything to do with, I
date all of my racing by the Colorado
River Marathons because that’s where my
Dad got started in this racing business and
t'!'lat's where I got interested in the sport,

Stock Utility was something new when
I was 12 years old. My dad “got a mes-
sage” and put together a marathon outfit.
After many months of toil, the 14 foot
Birch Craft powered with a Mercury
Lightning was all rigged up for racing.
The whole family had sweated out the
job of installing a fuel system with a trans-
fer pump. We went at the job from
scratch because no one had ever seen a
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Rehearsal Does the Trick

remote fuel transfer system that would al-
low the driver to pump in his reserve
while he was running. Here's where I
came into the picture . . , I weighed about
80 pounds, which was about the same as
a load of gas and the tank which Dad
would have to carry to run the 85 miles
of the Colorado River Marathon. My big
part of the deal was to act as a substitute
for the gas and tank during the trial runs
at Hanson Dam. I rode in every part of
the boat so that Dad could determine
where the outfit would trim out the best
with the added weight. I got a big bang
out of the testing—what preparation—but
I was more than a little unhappy when I
learned that I wasn’t going to Needles to
see the race. No Sir . . . Mom and Dad
were going to the race and I was to stay
home and wait for a phone call . . . hot
stuff, boy. But all kidding aside I sure
thought that Dad would be right up there
in the money.
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1 got the phone call. There were 39

starters in Class Two and Dad took 13th
. and let’s remember that these were
really Stock Utilities—fishing boats and
family runabouts. I wanted to know how
that auxiliary gas tank transfer systemn
worked . . . that was the part I had a
stake in. Dad- said the inspection com-
mittee had stated it was the neatest job
in the entire entry—148 boats. Made up
my mind right then that I was going to
see the next race,
The APBA adopted the Stock Outhoard
program that winter ., , . the Marathon
bug sure took a healthy bite out of my

old man. The Birch Craft went by the .

boards . . . the outfit for the 1949 race
had to be fast, Pop canvassed the market
and ordered a DeSilva . . . now don’t get
all tangled up with visions of a sleek rac-
ing runabout . . . The APBA was all wound
up in a big rhubarb about hull measure-
ments—pownds per cubic inch—and pas-
senger capacity, Dad’s boat was a “family
runabout”—26 inches deep at the rear of
the forward deck . . . and had seats with
lazy backs, Believe it or not, it weighed

230 Ibs, stripped . . . practically an ocean®

liner as we rate stock racing boats today.

I drew the testing job again . . . sub-
stitute for the remote gas tank, Dad had
the new Mercury Super 10 . . . he kept
it in his room with him at night. This
year we were going to have it in the bag.
Up popped trouble . . . no prop. We had
the wheel ordered from Michigan and I
haunted the Pasadena Post Office waiting
for that prop, which finally came the day

that the Craven team was supposed to:

leave for Needles, I was hoping against
hope that I could make the trip . . . but
deep down ingide T knew that T was going
to get the old “how about those school
grades” routine. Well, that’s just what
happened . . . departure time came around
. .. guess I didn’t have my heart in the
school work. Ray Harris was going to
mn my Dad’s new Thunderbolt on a De-
Silva “D” Runabout and the team left for
Needles, after I had gone to school. There
1 was waiting for the phone eall again,
There were 69 starters in “B” that year,
and Dad was in a rut ., . . he got 13th
again. The weather was out of this world
with smooth water all the way. Poor old
Ray Harris—senior member of the Fuller
Brush Team really drew the tough luck.

There was a mob on the blldl when | finished.

T
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y was so much to running a marathon out- = Johnny Craven.—Photo by Lankford.
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The “D’s” took off with Harris still crank-
ing on the beach, The mag pickup arm
had jumped past the throttle arm and
wouldn’t open the throttle . . . with
frantic scurrying Ray got started a full 10
minutes late. There were nine “D’s” with
that old veteran of the Colorado, Elgin
Gates, leading the pack . . . Harris jammed
a screwdriver in the throttle bell-crank so
he couldn’t shut off—regardless of what
his better judgment told him to do—and
away he went . . . full bore for 85 miles,
He finished 4th, Boy what a job of driv-
ing! All this my Dad told me in the an-
nual phone call. Right then I decided that
I was going to win that race some day.

In 1950 I inherited Ray Harris® old flat
bottomed (and highly controversial) “A”
Runabout that the old master had run in
the first Colorado River Marathon, Dad
gave me his Mercury KF-7 Super 10 and
I started racing. Oh Happy Day! I was
lucky in the first 2 races and won both of
them, About that time the new KG-4
Mercury “A” came out so we sold the
whole outfit and T came out first class with
a new DeSilva “A” Runabout and the
latest “A” motor, I had a very successful
year in 1950 with my “A” but when time
for the marathon came along I was still
too young. I couldn’t run, but—hooray—
at least I did get to go along, and George
Rankin ran my outft.

Maybe you think that trip to Needles
wasn't a thrill. We got there the day be- il j y
gi':lrr‘3 _[:t?::yﬂ:lfl?i 'at. l‘a:f’iﬂ;;: T}?eschz?;t: i: My Mother and Dad in our old 8" chocking the channel before the race.—Hitchcock photo.
run the river before the race to feel out
the course. Guess I hadn’t realized there

fit. Tt just looked like a river to me—but
I soon learned that there WAS a short
course’' down the river , , , and certain
channels to be picked depending on the
wind and the weather, We weren’t racing
anybody on our check of the course, and
I got a good look at some of the hazards.

We came out of Shorty’s landing at
Topock Bay—5 outfiits and with just the
5 of us it was crowded going between the
near Arizona shore and the pilings of the
railroad bridge. T was getting a big bang
out of the run but I couldn’t help wonder-
ing what kind of a spot I would be in if
I were in the middle of a 20 boat fleet
trying to get through this same
small channel, ;

I rated a kiss from the Marathen Queen,
—Photo by Bob Ruskauff
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It was a clear run to the gauging station
and I followed the rest of the boats close
along the tules on the California side until
we passed that landmark. I wondered why
we hugged that shoreline. There was a
lot of river on the other side . . . or so it
looked to me. My- Dad cut off and took
time ‘out to give me a lesson . . . “Look at
the water on the other side—it’s smooth
and calm. That means sand bars , . . we
have been following the boils and ripples
. . . that spells deep and safe water.” We
cranked up and tried out the other side

. . . yea manl It was shallow and there

were snags too. This was a valuable les-
son that the experienced river men know
by instinct follow the boils and
ripples . . . there you will find ample water,

We poured the coal on the Thunderbolt
and caught the others at Devil's Elbow
where the water runs swift and clear, and
the red cliffs on either side rise straight
up from the water’s edge almost farther
than you can look toward the sky . . .
what a sight. The channel twists and
turns and except for the yammer of the
motor there isn't a sound to be heard.
Gradually the Canyon walls fell away . . .
all of a sudden there were tules on either
side and channels running off every so
often in either direction. Must be getting
to Blankenship Bend, I thought. Dad was
leading the way and then the whole cara-
van shut off and stopped.

This was my first trip up the river, but
now I was to see the places and things I
had heard mentioned in the numerous bull
sessions in our own living room after each
year's race . . . the fast and slow water
. . . Blankenship Bend . . . Lake Havasu
. .. “the trees” and those other spots with

My dad didn’t run the 1952 race—Orzel.
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Don Lamb made this shot of my

the interesting names. Everyone was al-
ways talking about how important it was
to know exactly were to go in this fan-
tastic maze of channels on the constantly
changing river , . . now I could see
for myself.

Here we were at Blankenship—a large
kidney shaped area about 4 miles above
Lake Havasu—the river here widens out
to' nearly % of a mile, There are tules on
cither bank . . . nothing to indicate where
the channel might be. BUT if you were
to check it out you would find that there
is a sandbar nearly everywhere you turn,
The only channel normally is along the
Arizona side, the long way around the
kidney . . ., Many drivers who have failed
to check out the course in advance have
come to grief here. We counld save a lot
of time here IF we could find a channel
along the California side. For several
hours we sounded and ran . . . and pa-
tience was rewarded. We found a twisting
channel—a rough deal—just about 10 feet
from shore—that we could follow all the
way round the bend at full bore. We
checked and rechecked and each one of
the 5 boats ran this' channel back and
forth time after time until it seemed cer-
tain that they could do it with their
eyes shut, 2

It’s an easy run from there to Havasu
. .. and here you are faced with a lake, a
big one . . . the first basin is 9 miles across
and to get to the outlet on the other side
you have to maneuver through the forest
of dead trees. The outlet at Site Six is
about 300 yards wide, The river men
talk learnedly about “the channel through
the trees.” It’s quite a trick, as I learned,
to hit this channel on the button and end
up smack on the nose at Site Six. To be
sure that we knew exactly where we were
going we signalled our armada to shore—

outfit during the 1952 race,

climbed the bluff, picked out the wind
sock at Site Six, and settled on land marks
in the mountains ahead. The bearings paid
off and we hit the outlet on the nose, From
this spot to Parker Dam we simply fol-
lowed mid-channel all the way and there
we were—half-way mark of the marathon
course. On the way back we discovered
that we could save time by running the
shortest straight line between the bends—
running alternately from the California to
the Arizona side. This trip was a valuable
lesson to me. On the return trip I began
to realize that you had to look BEHIND
to keep the land marks lined up. It saved
precious seconds,

We pulled into the pits late in the af-
ternoon and believe me I was tired, Every-
thing looked just like a grand jumble, I
never sav’ so many boats in all my life,
Some of the drivers were out testing and
others were trying to do a last minute job
of installing their auxiliary fuel tanks. I
tagged along with Dad through the pits
and listened to the chatter. It seemed to
me that nearly everyone had questions to
ask about the course. “Was the channel
marked here or there?” “What do you
use for landmarks to get through those
trees?”, and so forth and so on. I grad-
nally realized that most of the drivers were
“going at it blind.” Some of them had
never been over the course and some of
those who had run in previous races were
taking it for granted that they had learned
enough in the past to get by without
rechecking the course. With our checking
trip fresh in my mind, I realized that the
driver who checks the course on the day
before the race has a terrific advantage.

We were out at the course at daybreak.

This was my first marathon day. Guess

I was like an old mother hen, worrying
about all her chicks . . . tried to help out
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all of our rob:

" in getting in everyone’s way before the
start. George got away in pretty good
shape in my boat right in the middle of
the pack . . . in seconds he was out of
sight, and all I could do was to haunt the
radio shack for checks along the course.
Dad was running in “D”. He got a lousy
start . . . 1Tth across the starting line.
According to the radio George was pick-
ing up a place or two here and there and

was getting up near the front. Dad picked

them off right and left and as the radio
reports came in from each successive
checking station along the route, it looked
like he was moving up fast on the leader.
Then came the big thrill, The radio oper-
ator at Site Six came on and announced
“Here comes the first boat on the way
back from Parker. It's a “D” . . . and a

few seconds later he read off the number
as the boat passed him. I nearly had a fit
—Dad was leading the Colorado River
Marathon, The thrill didn’t last long tho
because another operator came in just

Homer Smith leading the D’s soon after the start. On the way back whes you see that dredge in
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The channel? through the trees.

minutes later and said “Craven’s crew
please pick up the outfit 2 miles above
Site Six on the beach.” Dad had dumped
it in a stretch of rough water. George was

the distance you know the finish line is near—Orzel photo.

As you enter Lake Havasu the trick is to locate the outlet near Site Six way off there in the

distance. Without accurate sights it is almost impossible.—Hitchcock photo.

still doing pretty well with my rig and he
finally finished fifth. That wound up the
1950 race. .

1951 came along and the race, com-
mittee decided that I could drive, although
I wasn’t quite 16, We took the rigs up
on Thursday. The wind was blowing and
the river was rough . . . really rough out
in the unprotected reaches of Lake Hav-
asu, Dad and I took the “D” and checked
out the whole course . . . we were saving
my “A” for the race. We found a few
changes in those ever-changing channels
of the Colorado and checked them on our
maps. This year we had a few more
hazards . . . for the race now was starting
from Needles and the overall distance
would be 115 miles . . . another 30 miles
to sweat it out with cramped hands and
aching bones as you get along toward the
finish . . . if you get that far.

RACE DAY . .. at last I was going to
get to run the Colorado River Marathon,
I drew the tough luck jack pot . . . the
first time in four years the wind was blow-
ing a gale and I was running an “A”. Talk
about butterflies in the stomach . . . mine
had wings 4 feet long. I don't remember
much about the hours before the start.
The five minute gun fired . , . must have
blown all the wings off those butterflys
because I remember I was really hot to
get on the way. Of course the “A” got
away first and whoever was leading this
pack would have to find his own way.
Some poor guy flipped right in the middle
of the start . . . then we were on our way,
Out of the corner of one eye I saw Johnny
Drake, winner of the 1949 race, going out
into the lead, Then I was too busy trying
to keep right side up to know where I

. was in the pack. Boats started passing me

and 1 was sure cussing my Dad, for he
had insisted on tucking the motor under
one hole to gain stability at the sacrifice
of a little speed. _

At Topock I guessed I was in 7th place
—mayhe a little farther back than that,
Down through the canyons the places
didn’t change much . . . the water was

smooth and you could just occasionally

feel the wind. The butterflies came back
a little bit because I knew that very soon
when we hit the open stretches we would
get into wind and very rough water. At

Blankenship where the channel widens

out we got it right on the nose and the
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waves were 3 to 4 feet high . . . battle-
ship water. I started to pick off one boat
after another and then began to apprediate
that tucked under motor . . . it was pay-
ing off. I caught and passed Johnny Drake
in the upper end of Lake Havasu. Believe
me, my outfit was taking a beating.
Following out pfevious plans, T was #a
stay on the lee shore if it was rough, so
I took the long way around and followed
the Arizona bank . . . found my way to

' the upper entrance of the ke and made

it to Site Six seven minutes ahead of the
next boat (so they told me). Just about
here I found that Lady Luck plays no
favorites in this* marathon racing. Half-
way through Thompson Bay I was hugging
the shore line, probably grinning like a
Chessy Cat, and had practically put the
first place trophy on the mantle . . . when
“up jumped the Devil” I forgot that the
rocky ridges that come down into the
edges of the channel come out into the
water. It was too rough to spot anything
under the water and I caught one of them
full on . . . split the keelson—knocked the
skeg off the lower unit and folded up a
good prop. FINIS for me in the
1951 race,

During the following season we hashed
over the Colorado River Marathon possi-
bilities many times, We had two avail-
able outfits, a “B” and a “D”. The “D”
was the same outfit that Ray Harris had
run in 1949. Considering all of the possi-
bilities it looked like we had a better
chance with the “D” so we set all our
plans and sights toward running this outfit
in the 1952 Marathon, For several months
before the race we experimented with
props, and fuel tank locations. Finally we
hit a combination we thought would work.

We didn’t leave a thing to chance . . ,
In addition to the driving job we knew
what it took to win this race—absolutely
letter perfect preparation in every depart-
ment and a little help from Lady Luck—
the latter we couldn’t do anything about
but in the preparation department we went
hog wild. That motor was really checked

http: //boatsport.org &=

out . . . piece by piece and part by part—
everything checked and assembled with
instruments, If there was anything more
to do we didn't know what it was. The
boat bottom was checked out and it was
right on the button. Nothing left to do
now but to check the course as usual, The
Friday before the race Dad took several
of us up the course in a fishing boat to
check out the channel. We checked
everything—channels, sand bar locations,
landmarks and current conditions. For
two days before the race the weather was
perfect, and much to my surprise it stayed
that way for the race. On Saturday we
filled the tanks . . . set up the rig so that
it would peak off at.6200 . . . tried every-
thing out and put the boat back on the
beach. We were ready to go.

Sunday morning while the rest of the
classes were getting away we rechecked
everything—steering cables, fuel system,
throttle wires, engine tie-down bolts . , .
and mixed our fuel. No monkey business
on the fuel—we got our gas and oil from
the Mobilgas truck, mixed it up and
dumped it in the tank. I was too darned
busy to get butterflies this time. We were
in the water before the 5 minute gun
fired. The water was like glass. I had to
climb into the front cockpit to bounce the
rig onto the plane and when she came up
that Thunderbolt was really ginnin’. The
C's, the A's and the B's had already
taken off at 15 minute intervals ahead
of us, Lee Burris. won the race in 1950
withe art@riiia Ray Eichman won the
1951 race with a “B”. I knew that only
an idiot would discount the chances of
one of the three slower classes and that
I was going to have to do a job of driving
to pass up at least 120 hboats to take
the lead.

I guess I was just about in the middle
of the 20 “D’s” at the starting line. All I
could see ahead were roostertails, and I
was going to have to. weed my way
through a lot -more of them before I got
to Parker if I intended to win this race.

We had clock trophies in 1952, Left to right Johnny Craven, Les Gilbert, Joo De Sousa, Chairman
of the Race Austin Secor, and Bugsy Erwin.—Orzel photo.

The run to Topock, 16 miles away, was a
battle for the leadership in my own class,
for the rest of the fleet were long gome.
When we went under the railroad bridge,
I still had two “D’s” ahead of me: Larry
Andrews and Homer Smith, who was lead-
ing the pack. Right at this point Homer
looked pretty hard to catch because he
was screaming. Another 8 miles—Homer
made a mistake , . . now we were at
Devil's Elbow , . . Homer missed the turn
and wound up in a blind alley. I was
now hot on the tail of Larry Andrews, It
was a real race down that narrow canyon
and when we came out around the sand
bar at the lower end I had the lead . . .
NOW all I had to do was pass up roughly
a hundred other outfits—B’s, A’s and C's,
and there wasn’t a single one of them in
sight . . . just river and lots of it. That
Thunderbolt was really screaming . . .
turning up 6200 and the tules were flying
by. Now I began to remember those
checking runs . . . cut the comer here . . ,
there’s a big snag at the next elbow . . .
go over the bar at Blankenship to save
time , , , most of the drivers will take
the long way around, Now the Bend is
in sight . . . after all those rchearsals I
could do this one with my eyes shut . , .
it's a cinch provided the channel hasn’t
changed over night. This little trick could
win or lose the race , , . Come on, Lady
Luck, here goes. I felt the outfit hunch
up a bit in the shallow water and then
take off again . . . happy day—that hazard
was past,

At the upper end of Lake Havasu I
looked back and there wasn’t a “D” in
sight but up ahead I could spot a few
roostertails. This year, with glass smooth
water, I made a straight run for our land-
mark to the entrance of the river at Site
Six which carried me right straight through
the forest of sunken trees. I was sure
praying that I had this one mapped out
right, for just one submerged limb would
be my finish. Just above the trees I picked
off the first of the boats ahead, a trailing
“C” . . . then I passed a “B” and then
one of the slower “A’s” . . . from here on
I lost count, It seemed like the boats
were running in bunches and it was a
real thrill to go screaming by, I don’t
remember passing any stalled outfits—ap-
parently everybody was having good luck,

There were a lot of boats near Site Six.
Believe me, I gave that spot on the bank
a wide berth where I cracked up last year.
I ran a long shallow angle from the  Site
toward the California side watching the
landmarks in the distance. Now I blessed
those hours-that we had spent checking
the course, All T could see up ahead were
roostertails and I began to wonder if I
was going to catch all of them.

At Roads End Camp I met the first boat
coming back—Joe De Sousa—the world
“C"” Stock Record Holder, and right be-
hind him was Cag Graham, holder of the
5 mile record in the same class. Those
boys were travelling, and I still had 8
miles to go before I could tum the Barge
at Parker and take out after them. There
wasn’'t any use trying to get any more out
of the Thunderbolt—it was at full bore.
The best I could do was to save all the
ground I could on the course. One by
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Checking the course. One of our bunch heading toward the cliff at Devil's Elbow,
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There is always a meb in the pits.—Orzel,

one I picked off the fleet, I rounded the
buoy at Parker and headed back. I don't
remember being tired at all, or how many
boats I had passed. I was wondering just '
how far Joe and Cag were ahead of me.
It was a lead pipe cinch they had a 20
mile lead. It seemed as tho I had passed
100 boats, but in the next 20 miles I was
still mowing them down. Back through
the forest of dead trees. into ‘Blankenship
again . , . then on up through Devil's El-
bow and that Thunderbolt was still bel-
lowing out a song of defance.

I hadn’t seen a boat in some time and
I was beginning to get the willies. Those
“C’s”—the hot ones—can really go. Just
before I got to Topock I slid around a
bend and there was one rig ahead. It was
Cag Graham and seconds later I was by
him. I was pretty sure there was just one
more to catch—Joe DeSousa, and that
San Diego Flyer was really eating up the
course, At Topock the spectators were
waving like mad and I figured out that
Joe wasn’t too far ahead, It's almost a
straight run to Needles after you get under
the bridges . . . one mile gone . . .two
miles. Hallelujah , . . there’s a rooster
tail ahead. Another mile . . . it’s a mahog-
any transom and that is Joe DeSousa,
Right up to now it had been a job of
driving and I don’t mean that there hadn’t
been lots of thrills . . . but the big one
came when I got by Joe and realized I
was in the lead,

AND THEN . .. I started to worry . . .
another 12 miles to go . . . would my luck
hold out? I started to watch the river.
Holy Smoke—how far is 12 miles? Would
that starting stand never come into sight?
All of a sudden I spotted the Dredge
Colorado Queen a mile and a half below
the starting line . ., . what'a thrll . . .
“just keep turning Thunderbolt—ijust keep
turning.” And then it was all anticlimactic
. . . Z-0-O-M the cannon fired ., , . I
headed in to the pits, and the back
slapping was a worse beating than I took
on the course.

Oh yes, I was happy—and how. I was
.still on the beach when Joe DeSousa came
over the line. Then Bugsy Erwin, a home
town boy from Needles in his “B”. The
trophy presentation was tops. Homer Sain
was the first “A” driver in and I guess
that takes care of all the class winners.

So I finally won the Colorado River
Marathon—or did I? When you figure it
all out ., . . this was a team deal. It took
5 years to do it. Even though I didn’t see
the first two races, I guess I absorbed the
do’s and don’ts from the men who ran
those first races. Three trips up the river
meant a lot. It's thorough preparation—
and those rehearsals that pay off.

I sure enjoved that trophy presentation.
That was a part of the race that no ome
talked about much in the bull sessions at
home. Guess my old man with his 13th
places never got to kiss the queen. I've
got news for him . . . he missed something.

Needles may be just a little town in the
middle of the desert, but it is the home
of a wonderful race . . . the committee
does a grand job and the welcome mat is
out for any sportsman who wants to tangle

with the hazards of the Colorado. I'll see

you there in 1953,

S pa g oy,




The patrol boats never seem to get the crodit
they so richly 'deserve. 5.C.5.C. patrel chairman
Loyd Jensen is on the deck of the center boat.

T. €. Tyce, driver of Dyno-Mite, upset the apple-
cart in the 48's and beat the world record
holder in straight heats. Bob Corbett at the left
in photo, presents Tyce with first place trophy.

Bob Patterson with the first place award in the
scrappy Crackerboxes. The big cup is the Sports-
manship Award presented this year to the Crack-
erbox class, instead of to an individual driver.

S.C.5.C. Chairman Tommy Thompsen, flanked by
two of the Parker wheels, Marion Beaver on
the right wen the PODH. General Chairman
Elmer Hassig on the other side took care of
everybody and everything.

Photas by HITCHCOCK

Boat racing owes a lot to its sponsors
und some of the finest of these are the
service clubs, The Parker Lions Club,
which needless to say is in the town of
Parker, on the Arizona side of the Colorado
River, hosts an annual inboard regatta,
which always provides top entertainment.

May 3rd was the date and the Southern
California Speedboat Club put on the boat
racing end of the festivities.

This is a tricky course for the fast
travelling inboards, and a vicious cross-
wind which hit 35 mph in spots made the
going ektra hazardous. There were only
two flips in the whole program, and oddly
enough only one of them could be charged
to the weather,

The big surprise of the meet came in
the opening event when T, C, Tyce driv-
ing the 48 cu, in. Dyno-Mite took the
measure of both of the world record hold-
ers in this class in straight heats, Actually
it wasn’t all just as simple as that, for the
first heat was practically a comedy of
errors. Nine of the 48's got away at the
start and all got around the frst buoy. In
the backstretch Glen Howe, driving Fred
Hubbard’s Little Jim, got canght in a wind
pocket, broadsided, and the boat tripped
and threw him out. Due to the weather
conditions the committee had ruled a re-
call in case of flips, so the whole fleot
pulled off, Howe was uninjured and
finally another of the 48, together with
a patrol hoat, managed to run down Little
Jim, which was wandering around the
course at slow speed.

Howe got back in the outfit and they
got away to another start. Around the
back stretch, world straightaway holder
Vie Klette was in the lead, but he got lost
and rounded the 500 foot mark, and of
course two or three more played follow-
the-leader and the whole field was well
balled up. Sonny Meyer inherited the lead
while Klette and several more were re-
turning to rectify their error. Everything
went all right for several more laps and
apparently Meyer lost count, for he pulled
by the judges’ stand and actually fell off
the plane trying to get a signal on laps
to go. Tyce flew on by him and that wag
the boat race, :
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The experts expected the favorites to
get going in the second heat, but they dis-
counted the Costa Mesa driver. Some
place Tyce found a world of speed and it
was his race from start to finish.

Bob Patterson has been threatening to
set the world on fire with that new Dodge
Red Ram in the Crackerbox Hot Cinders.
This was his day. The rest of the fleet
couldn’t touch him, The Crackers pro-
vided the final flip of the program. They
all went down into the first turn together.
Richard Johnson in No Ga went in with
everything poured on and simply rolled
aver. It was un ironical touch that his
riding mechanic should be the veteran Doe
Noyotny, who in all of his years of racing
had never hefore joined the Hell Divers.

‘This was the day the world record
holders took a waxing. Pappy Mever in
his 135 Avenger IV didn’t have a combina-
tion and he didn't even wind up in the
trophy circle. Roy's Joy with Fred Galante
at the wheel and Keeno with Chuck Powell
driving split the first places.

Rich Hallett held a field day in two
classes. It was straight first places for the
Downey boat builder in the 225 I'm In,
which he purchased from Reg Schlemmer.
He scored his second pair of firsts in the
266 class driving Keith Black's Flyin’
Saucer II. In this event the boatwise spec-
tators watched with interest the perform-
ance of Howard Johansen’s Mixmaster, the
Dodge powered rig that did 127 in Flor-
ida. This outfit still had to qualify to run
a mile trial. Johansen selected the Oak-
land driver George Matucci to do the
driving and it was pretty obyious that
George had instructions to put that boat
into third place and take no chance in
flipping in the gusts.

Maurion Beayer driving right in his own
buckyard put the nationial champion Little
Beaver out in front, but he got a whale of
an argument from the veteran ' Elmer
Cravener in Pudgy.

There was a short entry in E Racing
Runabout and the boys ran only one heat,
Ed Olsen in his new Cream Puff 111 toured
the heat at 47.695, which was fair flying
in the sloppy going. Checking over all the
times it is interesting to note that Bob
Patterson did a heat at 49.020—faster than
the E boats and only a tenth of a mile
under the speed turned in by the 225’s. It
would be pretty safe to bet that this out-
fit is ready for a record,

Smilin’ Ed Olsen, "segar,” sembrero and all,
with his first place trophy for E Runabout.
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Chuck Powell won the 135's with “Keeno.”

Come on back down there, boy! Bill Robinson’s
“"Stormy!’ takes off for a free flight.

The 225's were smokin’.

Typical Parker racing water.

Keith Black’s “Flyin’ Saucer 11" with Rich Hallett
at the wheel was top boat in the 26&%.
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Thirty-twe B Runabouts coming up on the first turn.

Bobby Parish, the little dynamo from Bakersfield took the A runabouts into camp.

Photes by Lankford

Marathon racing in the west got off to
a flying start at Turlock State Park near
Modesto on May 3rd. The sponsoring Mo-
desto Power Boat Club rated a nice entry
for this early season event, and the quality
of the competition served notice that the
Stock boats are ready to run,

This was a fifty-miler—ten laps around
a five mile course in Owens Reservoir, a
body of water that has seen lots of out-
board racing in years gone by,

Modesto split their program in half.
Classes A, C, and D-2 ran their portion
of the program in the morning, and the
B’s, D’s and F's did the fifty miles in
the afternoon.

The course was a tricky one—roughened
considerably by inboards and water skiers
laying out terrific wakes in portions of the
lake not close enough to the judges’ stand
for proper control, The actual course, in
itself, demanded the constant concentra-
tion of the driver, At the same time it pro-
vided plenty of spectator interest for some
of the hoats were in sight at all times,

In the morning program the A’s got
away first with seventeen starters, That
consistent youngster, Bobby Parish from
Bakersfield, went into the lead at the fiest
turn «nd was never headed. Charlie Harter
from North Hollywood took over second
spot and George Parish, Jr. worked into
third position. That's the way they finished,

Now guess what this is in the round cool can
+ + « Russ Spacy, the Class B winner, is ready
for a little refreshment,
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The C's and D-2’s started five minutes
after the first class, Home-towner C. L.
Boring held the C lead for several laps hut
gave away to world record holder Cag
Graham, who led to the finish line but was
disqualified at motor inspection.

Kenny Wilson was forced into the pits
for refueling, but managed to get back
out without losing his second place. Eddie

Ragon of Oakland, driving Beetle Bomb,.

was thrown out of his boat on the first
turn and the boat was finally “corralled”
by a fast-thinking Inboard patrol boat after
it had executed a few mean maneuvers at
nearly full throttle, slowing down the start
of Lee Morchouse, a late starter in this
class, who held back till everything was
under control. Although Ragon was re-
turned to his boat and completed another
lap, he was flagged off the course for ac-
cepting an assist.

In the afternoon events, the casualty
rate wis high. In the B's, there were only
16 finishers out of a field of 32 starters—
Stew Downs went in to the lead early in
the race with Russ Spacy and George
Parish hot on his tail. Parish dropped out
—Downs kept the lead for a while and
then Spacy took over und went on to win.
The extremely rough water knocked auxil-
iury fuel systems loose, loosened transoms,
jurred motors loose from the transoms, and
many were forced to return to the pits
cither under tow or limping in under their
own power. The larger D’s and F's made
it extremely rough running for the Bs—
one F stove a hole in a B boat on one of
the turns, completely wiped the numbers
off the B and proceded on his course with-
out apparently even knowing he had touch-
ed the Bl

In the D’s only 4 of the ten starters
completed the course, Bill Robertson took
the lead at the first turn, followed by Larry
Andrews and Johnny Craven, but ‘took a
wrong turn, putting Andrews in the lead
with Johnny about 25 feet behind him. In
the 3rd lap, Craven's auxiliary fuel line
fixture. closed, dropping him back into fifth
spot, but by the end of the third lap
Johnny had picked up his place and he
and Larry were almost neck and neck as
they passed the judges’ stand, with Bill
Robertson closing in fast. On the fourth
lap, a section of the bottom on Craven's
boat had jarred completely loose, and he
was taking on water rapidly, especially
on the turns, where he was taking on so
much that he wet down the motor and
was barely able to run. He dropped back
farther behind Larry, who meanwhile had
relinquished the lead to Bill Robertson,
but was still in third position when he
conked out about 25 feet from the finish
line and was unable to crank over the line,
as the hoat would have sunk had he not
jumped into the front cockpit and paddled
to the Judges’ stand for a DNFE. Tt was
necessary to haul the rig up onto the
Judges® stand to keep it from sinking as it
was nearly half full of water. Bill Robert-
son walked off with: the first place trophy
with Larry Andrews in the second spot.

Winning drivers went home with a nice
collection of awards, including merchan-
dise, trophies and cash. Regardless of the
rough water conditions, it was a smoothly
handled marathon,
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Bill Robertson’s Thunderbolt gets the works from motor inspector George Genevro, while
Don Lougie (right) watches the job.

Eddie Ragon and his “Beetle Bomb” staged the topper in the day’s show. Eddie and ‘iha bofl
parted company at the first turn—the auto throttle jammed and the outfit p||y:|d tag with Eddie
and the patrol boats. Eddie got the heave-ha for taking an assist.
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By JAMES FLOYD
(As Told to Teresa Holloway)

An Ovutboard Cruise from
Chattahoochee to Apalachicola

A century ago in the days of Old King
Cotton, stately stern-wheelers elhurned
their cargoes down Florida’s Apalachicola
River. The Rivercade follows the old
stern-wheeler course from Chattahoochee
to the river delta city of Apalachicola,

Nearly a hundred outboard motor. boats
rendezvoused on May 8rd to begin the
second annual cruise,

Lacking any of the elements of compe-
tition, weight is no consideration, and
every hoat with sufficient room was laden
with members of the families of the en-
trants. The planing putt-putts averaged
out 1% persons to a hoat.

Sponsored by Franklin County Sports-
men's  Association, this  second annual
Rivercade drew entrants from many towns
in northern Florida, southern Georgia and
even from Kentucky.

The Rivercade is a family affair. H. D. Musgrove
and the whole family pull into the beach at
one of the rest spots.

The Rivercadists assembled at Quincy
Saturday night, the fleet having left Apu-
lachicola at 4 that afternoon. A gala pilau
chicken supper was staged by the Quincy
Outhoard Club at Jeff Shelfer’s fish pond,
Quincy is speed boat conscious and more
than 225 persons attended and enjoyed
this first event of the 'Cade. Square danc-
ing was the order of the evening,

Clark’s Motor Court in Quincy was the
ovemight headquarters of our group, and
we left an carly pre-duwn call, getting
away abont 6 o’clock and arriving in Chat-
tahoochee—twenty miles away—at 6:30,
Breakfast was a catch-as-catch-can affair,
all the entrants being busily occupied
getting their craft afloat and surveying the
condition of the river,

Much to our distress, we learned that a
substantial spring rise was on the way and
the river was heavily encumbered with
debris. To outboard veterans this consti-
tuted a serious threat and many who

All the drivers on the cruise weren’t men. The
gals love that Rivercade too.

One of Florida’s Fish and Game Dept. radio
patrol boats, which patrolled waterway watch-
ing for mishaps and keeping fléets in contact.

The back seat driver does the driving.




planned to participate deemed it wiser not

to do so, However, the Rivercade did get
under way at 8 A.M. as scheduled. Thor-
ough planning and the cooperation of the
Florida Fish and Game Commission made
it possible for us to risk the hazards. Fish
~and Game, with real foresight, had ar-
ranged to send along with us a boat and

airplane, both radio-equipped. We had .

our hearts set on this cruise and we were
grateful for the help in carrving out
our plans. i .

Boats entering the event ranged from

ten-foot stock utility racers to twenty-two

* foot outhoard cabin cruisers. It should be
emphasized that the Rivercade was a
cruise and not a marathon, and that the
small mishaps that occasionally occurred
in the long down-river trek were caused
mostly by debris or shear pin trouble.

At the outset the weather was fogay and
damp, but as time passed it became a
beautiful, sunshiny, nippy spring day on
the river, Along our course, there were
no rapids, an ideal situation for a successful
cruise, It is swift enough here to furnish
extra needed speed, with no rapids any-
where, The cruise itself covered some
107 miles, {

Roy Smith, who came north the day
hefore with his special built cabin cruiser
propelled by two Mercury outhourds, gave
us some interesting information. He en-
countered the first of the trash in the water
at the Chipola Cut Off on Saturday. This
debris is the Hotsam and jetsum picked
up by the mighty river system far up in
the foothills of Georgin and  Alabama,
swept down by spring freshets, and the

speed at which it travels is indicated by
the fact that when the Rivercade came
south on Sunclay, the debris had gotten
as far downriver as Pinhook—or some sixty
miles overnight, '

With Chattahoochee bhehind: us we
cruised past beautiful Rock Bluff, a
hundred-foot Cliff formation, and reached
Blountstown, where we re-grouped.

Lunch was a picnic aftuir at Chipola
Cut-off at noon on Sunday. This is a
beautiful picnic site—ideal in every way.

Trees are plentiful, underbrush is non-

existent, and the cypress, gum and oak
folinge make a green canopy that filters
the sun like stained glags. The banks are
high enough above the water for dryness,
but low enough for accessibility for land-
ing from the small boats. Each party had
his own lunch for this deal, but there was
much intermingling of groups and every-
hody had a good time at this stop-over.
Morale was excellent and sunburn was
heginning to be the serpent in our Eden,

Without additional incident, we traveled
then without stopping to Sand Beach, a
river sand bar some five miles above
Apalachicola. Here we paused for re-
grouping to make a grand entry at the
finish line. :

We were due in Apalach at 4 P.AM.,
where the Franklin County Sportsmen’s
Assn., under the presidency of L. G. Buck,
had prepared a free seafood dinner for
the Rivercadists, The whole town, it
seemed, had turned out for onr arrival, and
the Hole, our landing spot just south of the
Gorrie Bridge which spans the river delta,
was soon a churning cauldron of onthoard
enthusiasts, Local inboard craft were

The greetars were out in force as the first of our Rivercade hit the ‘beach at Apalachicola Landing.
We were all ready for the seafood dinner and celebration. (F.5.N.B.)

Last minute checkup at Chattahoochee. Don't
forget Grandmother, the lunch and the beer.

No waonder the Rivercade draws 100 boats, Wonderful weather and a swell cruise topped off
with plenty of fried fish and hush puppies. The end of a perfect day. (F.5.N.B.)
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anchored amidstrewm to welcome us also,
and the public address system urged all
comers to partake of ‘the seafood meal that

awaited us,

My own little shell, Empty Pockets, a
Class A Stock Utility job, had by this time
shrunk considerably smaller than it had
been when we'd left Chattahoochee; either
thit or my six feet plus height had in-
creased. I was ready to go ashore. All
the Merc’s, Evinrudes, Johnsons, Scott-
Atwaters and Wizards, from 7% hp to 50
hp droned to silence as one by one we
drew clear of the clayv=colored water and
pulled into shore.

The sea food dinner and the celebra-
tion added the fnishing touches to our
cruise. All of us agreed that the Rivercade
had been a whale of a success, and already
next years plans were beginning to form
in our minds. We agreed that no sporting
event has more appeal, more satisfaction
without hazard, than mass outboard motor-
boat travel. We'd like to prove it to you,
come 1954, when spring comes to the
mighty Apalachicola River!
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We're off and with a crew like this who wouldn’t

enjoy a whole day on the river?

Old fashioned southern chicken pilau with a
modern chow line at Quincy O.B.C.

At Blountstown Landing thirty-five miles down stream from our entry point at Chattahoochee,
This was a pleasant spot—we waited for the stragglers—regrouped and then went on. (F.5.N.B.

T

We are just about ready to take off. Every kind

of boat is represented in the fleet. There are

quite a number of Stock Ufility Racers, lots of

family runabouts, and a few outboard cruisers.
No racing today—+this is a_cruise,

T ——

SIS PE

-

I T e -

P A A b S e [P

LA B M e b

Bt o al mlM EAOE e b e



W

-

& The “48” Hydro Natonals naturally had

They're offl The first heat

THE 48 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

TIME stood still as the nation’s second
largest port area halted activity to partici-
pate in the Fifth Annual Neches River
Festival, Two days of racing on the harbor
course climaxed the festival program,
Steamships stood by, awaiting berth in the
dock areas taken over as pit space for
the race boats.
A Good Crowd

An estimated 10,000 spectators lined the
banks of the circular mile course which is
situated right in the middle of Beaumont’s
downtown area, From the spectators stand-
point, the partly cloudy weather favored
the opening day of the regatta. When the
outhoards raced out their part of the pro-
gram for the $1800 in purses at stake,
rain-laden skies that produced a brisk
shower just before the start of the Sunday
program, fuiled to discourage the crowd
that had gathered for inboard racing.

The West Challenges

New A.P.B.A, rules for allocation of in-
board national championships placed this
vear's running of the “48” ITydro Nation-
als right back at Beaumont, where a
local driver, A, C, Budwine, won the title
last year. Southern California Speedboat
Club drivers who have a consistent record
of knocking off records and championships
decided that they would like to have the
“48" Nationals in '54. Out of the half doz-
en sensationally hot “48's” in the S.C.S.C.
fieet of these boats, only one driver could
make the trip, Neither of the world record
holders Vie Klette and Sonny Meyer could
zet away for the 3400 mile ride. Gillette
Smith took on the job of bringing the
championship to Southern California. Ken-
ny Ingram, who designed Smith’s Snuffy
went along as pit crew., Former “1357
world record holder Roy Skaggs also made
the trip from California to Texas with his
new “135." “Con” Snyder traveled along
as mechanic.

Top Competition

top billing on the regatta schedule. Sixtecn
outfits were on hand for the race with a
Sock of pretty well known names in the
enfry list. C. A. Budwine was defending
znd he would have to beat Mulford Scull,
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NECHES RIVER FESTIVAL
REGATTA

of the 48’s near the line.

Jimmy Orr, Al (Pop) Kirwan and other
top notch drivers to retain his title, Gillette
Smith aside from the fact that he was
known to have been the Region 12 High-
point champion in 1952 was an unknown
quantity as far as the Texas boys were
concerned, The word leaked out at one of
the Festival parties the night before the
race that the quiet spoken Californian had
a disconcerting habit of eleaning up on his
two record holding clubmates. He got in-
stant attention and was soon backed up
to the wall with a circle of the Eustern
contingent around him. The local boys
warned Smith that rough water was the
usual thing in this part of the country, but
the §.C.5.C. driver didn't seem to be too
much concerned, As it turned out Beau-
mont was a mill pond in compirison to
some of the rugged Western racing water
that Smith was acceustomed to.

The First Heat
The whole fleet — all sixteen of them
came down to the line for the start of the
first heat. Smith was in tenth spot. At the
first turn the California boat was out in
front and that was the hoat race. At the
end of five laps the little vellow Snuffy
was a quarter of a lap ahead of the de-
fending champion Budwine, Next across
the line was Mulford Secull,
Driftwood Derby
This could have been billed as a drift-
wood derby for the course was littered
with debris, some of the stuff in the rail-
road tie category. Snuffy, with the water
scoop plugged up with debris was run-
ning with steam pouring out of the ex-
haust. Five laps and no flag; Six laps and
“Smitty” was getting worried. Snuffy’s
motor block was hot enough to fry eggs.
Somebody was fouled up, but the checker
finally dropped at the seventh lap,
A Quick Repair
With just one crane it was going to take
time to get all those boats out of the water
and the Californians couldn’t wait, They
had a water circulation problem to. cure
and it had to be done in a hurry. Con,
Roy, Kenny and Smitty simply lifted the
bout out of the water by hand, Everything
wus plugged up with wood and other
debris, but when the five minute gun
sounded for the second heat they were
buck in the water and ready to run.
Second Heat
Smitty was back in the hole again at the
start—and moved up fast on the straight-
away, Right at the first turn young Buddy
Peek from Port Arthur driving Shorty 11
hit a Hoating timber, Buddy was thrown
clear, but his hull was run over and sunk
by Al (Pop) Kirwan from Miami, Florida
whose Half Fast Two was pressing Peek
for the lead. Smitty moved into the lead,

(Continued on page 47 )

Only casualty of the 48 Nationals. Buddy Peek looks over the shattered remnants of his hydro
salvaged from the bottom of the Neches River the day after the race.




Norfolk to Jamestown Islan

+ Half Way Point

N ORFOLK to Richmond, In past _\-'t-?ars: ;

that was the course the Stock Runabouts
ran in each year’s James River Marathon.
This year the Tidewater Motor Boat As-
sociation took the race out of the one-way
category and layed out a new seventy mile
course—Norfolk to Jamestown Island and
return, It is unusual to have a Marathon
0 early in the season in Tidewater, Vir-
ginia, but despite this fact there was a
very good showing of boats in all classes.
Some boasted stock hulls by our best mak-
ers and others had unusually well built
home made hulls,

Good Marathon Weather

The weather on the day of the races,
May the tenth, was made to order for an
early season outboard marathon — wurm
and sunny, with clear skies and no wind
to worry about. The only fly in the oint-
ment was that Hampton Roads was quite
choppy, as it nearly always is, due to the
cross tides of the Elizabeth and James
Rivers and Chesapeake Bay, Many drivers
on the scene and all ready to race, did not
start due to this rip tide, There were still
plenty of boats to put on a good show for
the benefit of an estimated 4000 spectators
stretched out along the route, as well as
the enthusiastic audience afloat in the spec-
tator fleet. Ted Jones, designer of Slo-Mo-
Shun IV was a guest and interested spec-
tator on the judges’ stand,

Act of Congress

The start and finish was at the Granby
Street Bridge, where the judges’ stand and
pits were all that race officials or drivers
could wish for. This bridge crosses the
LaFayette River which in the not too dis-
tant past was called Tanners Creek—and
hereby hangs one of those strange tales of
our American waterways. Tanners Creck
was needed as a part of the waterways
system, but it needed dredging and main-
tenance thercafter. By a strange quirk in
government regulations, the Rivers and
Harbors Commission cannot spend funds
on a “creek,” even thongh it is like Tan-
ners—bigger than many “rivers.” Govern-
ment offices solved the problem—a special
act changed the name officially and the
‘new’ river was developed.

A Winding Course

From the starting line the course follows
the winding LaFayette River under a
bridge near the Norfolk Yacht and Coun-
try Club and on out into the Elizabeth
River — across Hampton Roads to the
mouth of the James River, passing the
Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock
Co.’s extensive plant. At this point the
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By NANCY MUNCE

James River is more than five miles wide,
From here it's a run on up the river
through the James River Bridge . . . past
Mulberry and Hog Islands to the turning
point at Jamestown Island. In 1607, the
first permanent settlement of English
speaking people in America located on this
island, On May the 10th, 1953 the many
visitors to the shrines on Jamestown Island
were witness to a “double feature” for
they were on the spot to see the marathon
boys round the mark and sturt the return
run to Norfolk.

A Few Got Lost

The James River has a very deep chan-
nel—clearly marked—but it is so wide,
with mud flats and marshes on each side,
that it was no surprise to the river wisce
old timers that many of the racers went
aground. The Coast Guard course patrol
was kept busy pulling these unfortunates
off the mud and into deep water, Even
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though there were many overturned boats
and stalled motors, there were no serious
accidents. Only about two thirds of the
starters made Jamestown Island, and one
missed it completely, He was going so fast
and was so intent on his course that he
was almost to Richmond before he dis-
covered his error,

Trephies—Neo Cash

This was an ‘all trophy’ event with no
ash posted and the verv handsome awards
going to the first three places in each class.
The Race Committee under the supervi-
sion of Referee “Red” Peatross, Secretary
of the AP.B.A., got the classes away at

30 minute intervals, with the AU’s going T
over the line at 10 o'clock in the morningv&

The BU’s, CU’s and D Service classes fol-
lowed in order, Local hoats stepped out
into the lead in all classes, which was to
be expected as the out-of-town boys were
not at all familiar with the intricate water-
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ways of this Tidewater section and were
contented to “follow the leader’ and take
a chance on working into the lead later
in the race,

Grand Champion

A forty-three year old Norfolk florist,
W. Seeley, who won the CU class at
the President’s Cup Regatta last fall, added
another trophy to the collection by winning
the WNOR (a local radio station ), Perpet-
nal Trophy. Sceley drove his Blue Streak
over the course in three hours, thirty-one
minutes and twenty-nine seconds to take
the award. He actually finished third, boat
for boat, following Kirn Armistead of
Churchland and Joseph C. Beck of Nor-
folk across the finish line. Seeley’s corrected
time was better, however, and he was
awarded the grand prize plus a trophy for
finishing first in the C-U class.

Class Winners

Kirn. Armistead’s Stroleaway II finished
first, with a time of two hours, forty min-
utes and thirty seconds, with an average
speed of 37.38 mph. He took home a
trophy for the first boat to finish, and also
the championship trophy in the B-U class,
posted by the Kickhaefer-Mercury Corp.

Joseph Beck's winning of the A-U class,
and the father-and-son team of Henry and
Melvin Hughes winning the D Service
Class, made a clean sweep for the local
drivers, In addition to a class trophy, Beck
received a new Mercury Outhoard Motor,

It was the final race for the forty-eight
year old Henry Hughes, and he finished
almost a lifetime of motor-boat racing in
fine style. Henry's sixteen year old son,
Melvin, will carry on the racing tradition
from now on.

How They Finished

Summarizing the trophy winners and the
equipment they used, we find Joseph Beck,
first, in his home made hull, in the AU

The Winners: (I to r) Kirm Armistead, Henry Hughes, Melvin Hughes, A. W. Seeley, Joseph C. Beck,
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Class. He ran second and third through
most of the race and took over the lead
near the finish. Scotty Strouse of Balti-
more, Maryland finished in second place in
his Sid Craft hull. He was one of the drivers
who lost track of the course on the return
trip and turned into the Elizabeth River—
however, unlike some of the others, he saw
his error and got back on the course in
time to hold his position. These were the
only two finishers in “A,” hoth powered
by Mercury.

Armistead All the Way

In the BU Class, Kirn Armistead in his
Davis built hull took the lead at the start
of the race and held it all the way. Second
place went to W, Robert Jones of Rich-
mond, Virginia, driving T'ricky Boy, a Pabst
boat, This driver was a ‘real’ beginner—
it was his first race, and at the finish he
was so exhausted that he fell overbourd
when he stood up to get out of the hoat.
Spencer Hayes Jr., of Norfolk was third
in Mis-Q, a Whirlwind boat. All three ot
the winners were powered by Mercury.

The CU’'s Were Screaming

In the CU Class we have first the grand
champion A, W. Seeley, driving a home-
made hull. Second was E. G, Ford of
Chester (no record on his equipment ) and
third was Cliff Bernstein of Richmond driv-
ing Butch, an Inland boat. All three car-
ried Evinrudes for power. This class made
sensutional time, finishing right up with
the “B's,” which started 80 minutes ahead
of them,

Next At Norfolk

Tidewater ‘Motor Boat Association, who
sponsored the marathon, will hold their
annual Inboard and Outhoard Regatta at
Nortolk on August 8th und 9th.
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Replacement
Parts

Write for list of many

parts including Heads,

Hubs, Rotor-valves,

Stems, Retainers, Crank-
cases, efc,

H. H. FULLER

2317 STERLING AVENUE
INDEPENDENCE, MO.

' Phone: Clifton 9924

“DESIGNED TO TAKE IT”
SPECIAL
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Pistons for Crosley
.100 Oversize

Now Available Up to
Twelve to One
Compression Ratio

SMITH SPEED SHOP

Crookshank Road Cincinnati 38, Ohio

K-H CAMS

2511 N. Rosemead Blvd.  El Monte, Calif,

Top-notch racing drivers have
been using Tapatco vests for
years, They know from experi-
ence that in any race you can’t
beat Tapatco for safety and
comfort.

Here’s Why Tapatco is Tops.

Comfortable and
Safe

Filled with NEW
JAVA KAPOK

—== Zipper Closure
Four large pockets
Colors: Navy blue,

green, or red,

trimmed with
white,

“YOU CAN'T BUY BETTER . . .

TO SAVE YOURLIFE”

THE AMERICAN PAD & TEXTILE CO. -

GREENFIELD, OHIO
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AN INTERVIEW WITH
PAUL SAWYER

Q. Do you think there is sufficient en-
thusiasm over there in the right quart-
ers to back a challenger?

A. I don’t know, but T can tell you that

* it a ITarmsworth challenger were to be
built in Italy, the enthusiasm of the
Italian nation would be overwhelming,

Q. Do vou know of any private individual
or organization who might finance such
a venture?

A. The motor manufacturers on the Con-
tinent are_ race minded and they are
strong nationalists. There is nothing
that would please them rhore than to
have the Unlimited title held in Europe.
If they were to become interested, they
would certainly go all the way to de-
velop a winning combination and we
must give due credit to their workman-
ship and ingenuity. The Italians es-
pecially are wonderful craftsmen and
their motor work is superb. Whether
or not any Italian sportsman of suffi-
cient means has become sufficiently in-
terested in boat racing to sponsor an
Unlimited challenger is a question that
I can’t answer,

Class “X" Prospects

Q. There hasn’t been a serious sanctioned
attempt to raise the “X” record since
you attempted it at Lake Elsinore in
the 1940's, has there?

A. Not to the best of my knowledge, either
here or abroad,

Q. Several very capable men are working
the Mercury Thunderbolt over into an
“X" with tractor fower unit and other
modifications. How do you think it will
stack up against our old custom made
“X's" and the Italinn Soriano's?

A. I believe that with o thorongh en-
gineering job a Mercury X can develop

De Silva ﬂoatdd

Outboard Racing Runabouts—Stock—Pleasure
Used Boats & Motors—Propellers—Hardware,

57.142 MPH 5 MILE APBA RECORD, 1 Feb.

1953. by Bill Tenney, with SUPER C
Racing Runabout

3964 REDWOOD AVE., VENICE, CALIFORNIA

THE CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS
THE RECORDS TELL THE STORY
SLO-MO IV e PEGGY e AVENGER IV’
GUESS WHO e SLIVER e RESTLESS

GILLETTE SMITH'S "'SNUFFY"
NATIONAL 48" HYDRO CHAMPION

BOB PATTERSON'S “HOT CINDERS'' -
NEW CRACKER BOX 5 MILE RECORD

Eli ]

HAROLD |. JOHNSON
2811 Villa Way = MNewport Besch = Calif.

TAPER BORED
INBOARD RACE PROPS

- SUBSCRIBE TO
SPEED AND SPRAY
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as much power as we were able to get
out of our old 2 cycle “X” motors, With
the latest in hulls and use of prop rid-
ing technique, a Mercury X job should
he able to top the old record,

Q. How about the Soriano?

A, The Europeans, because of their short
and rough courses use the Soriano on
boats built primarly to turn fast. If they
develop the 3-point outhoard hull to

. the degree of performance that they
have developed the inboard prop rider,
I believe that with a Soriano on the
transom they can top nllything WE can
do at present.

Q. What will the Soriano put out?

A. The overhead camshaft 6 cylinder sup-
ercharged model will put out in excess
of 100 hp. and with a well trimmed
straightaway boat T would say that
their speed potential is higher than
ours,

Q. How about that lower unit with the
counter rotating props? Wouldn’t that
be more of a disadvantage than a help
in a straightaway run?

A. That would be a hard question to an-
swer, Dupuy's above water gear box
with, the extending prop shaft 1 think
has definite possibilities for prop rid-
ing on an outhoard -3-pointer, In my
opinion Louis Baumann’s tractor lower
unit is the fastest unit so far developed
for u fully submerged propeller,

Q. The present record is 79.04 mph set

by the Freshman Jean Dupuy fourteen

years ago. Do you expect to see the
record raised in the near future?

[ certainly do and substantially too.

>

BACK TO ITALY? INTERNATIONAL CHALLENG-

ER—NEW MOTORS—SAFETY—OUTBOARD DE-

VELOPERS. AN INTERVIEW WITH PAUL SAWYER
NEXT MONTH.

SALTON MILE TRIALS

CHALK up one more for the weather '
down on the Salton Sea. The May 16 am? h‘ !
17 Mile Trials were blown out—but good
Sunny and warm, but what a flock of
wind, A couple of Cracker Boxes tried the
trap on one occasion—that was all. It was
a tough break for all concerned.
There were 27 outfits on the beach—
inboard hydros and runabouts and you
didn’t have to look into the crystal ball to
find the potential record breakers.
Eddie Meyer and Buddy Holloway, both
of whom have topped the century mark in
their 135’s were ready to duel it out for
the title.
Howard Johansen’s De Soto powered 266
Mixmaster, which qualified to run at Park-
er, obviously needed only the opportunity
to raise the record.
Bob Patterson’s Dodge “Red Ram”
equipped Cracker Box Hot Cinders, fresh
from a new 5 mile record at Lake Miller-
ton was a cinch to boost the mile figure,
It was a toss-up whether Vie Klette's
Peggy, the present 48 Hydro record holder 1
would be able to beat out Kenny Har-
mon’s Tinker Toy, and Ted Tyce’s Dyno
Mite. All of these rigs are clear out to 48
inches and the record was sure to fall to
one of them.
Both of the 225 Class record holders
were there—Art Maynard’s 100 mph Rest-
less and Rich Hallett’s Im In. Keith Black’s
Flyin Saucer could have upset this duel. =t
In the B Racing Runabouts, Ed Pnrslcy'sv :
Vina Mae IV and Leonard Tripp’s Ruff
Nuff could either one top the present mark.
Paul Terheggen’s Donald Duck, sporting
fuel injection was the only E Runabout on
deck, but a very possible record breaker
with Kenny St. Ocger at the wheel,
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=% for all OHV Vg’s

rods, mushroom cam fol

Chrysler
Buick ®

Dodge L]
Cad °

We make adjustable pushrods to
eliminate hydraulic tappets that can
be used on your stock camshafts.

This kit includes: all-steel billet cam adjustable push

Write for information

HOWARD’S RACING CAMS

10122 SO. MAIN ST., LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

lowers and springs for

DeSoto ' ®  Lincoln
Olds ® Studebaker

These CAMSHAFTS are guaranteed
not to wear or scuff-up the lifters,
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\awi36 Class (Millville, NJ, Sept 7) Defending Champion:

“=%5] Cu. In, Hydro (St. Petersburg, Fla., Feb. 8) Winner:

1953 INBOARD CHAMPIONSHIP SCHEDULE

HYDROPLANES

135 Class (Louisville, Ky., Aug. 2) Defending Champion: “"Whoopee,” driven by Joe
Wolt, Reading, Pa., and owned by Jerry Powell, Richmond, Va.

"“Cold Rod,” owned and
driven by Edwc:rd Carhart, Vineland, N.J.

225 Class (Cincinnati, O., Aug. 23) Defending Champion: “Miss Columbus,’’ owned
and driven by Chuck Hunter, Columbus, O.

266 Class (Salton Sea, Calif,, Oct. 17-19) Defending Champion: "Pee Wee,"” owned
and driven by Wm. E, Dale, Maywood, Calif.

7 Litre Class (Buffalo, N.Y., Aug. 15-16) Defending Champion: "Wildeatter,” owned
and driven by B. G. Bartley, Jr., Columbus, O.

PODH Class (Salten Sea, Calif., Oct. 17-19) Defending Champion:
owned and driven by Marion Beaver, Parker, Ariz.

“Little Beaver,"

RUNABOUTS

44 Cu, In. (Millville, N.J., Sept. 7) Defending Champion: 'Doodle Whacker,” owned
and driven by S. E. Jones, Miami, Fla.

Cracker Box (Salton Sea, Calif., Oct. 17-19) Defending Champion: ''Top," owned and
driven by Don Campbell, Long Beach, Calif.

B Racing (Salton Sea, Calif., Oct. 17-19) Defending Champion:
driven by Willie Miranda, Los Banos, Calif,, and owned by Ed Parsley,
Los Banos, Calif.

D Racing (Cambridge, Md., Aug. 1-2) Defending Champion: "My Boy Woodie,"
owned and driven by Elwood Pliescott, Cambridge, Md.

E Racing (Buffalo, N.Y., Aug. 15-16) Defending Champion: "Hell's Angel," owned
and driven by Sherm Crichfield, St. Petersburg, Fla.

K Racing (Ocean City, N.J., Sept. 5) Not contested in 1952.

D Service (Cambridge, Md., Aug. 1-2) Defending Champion: ‘Let's Go II,” owned

1 and driven by Willlam Engle, Washington, Pa.

E Service (St. Michaels), Md., Aug. 16) Defending Champion: 'Miss Me," owned and
driven by William Engle, Washington, Pa. .

F Service (St. Michaels, Md., Aug. 16) Defending Champion: “Nitrogen,” owned and
driven by Sam DuPont, Wilmington, Del.

I Service (Ocean City, N.J., Sept. 5) Not contested in 1952.

1953 CHAMPIONS

“Dragon Jr.,' driven by
Jimmy Dorr, St. Petersburg, Flc: and owned by Sam Crooks, Madeira
Beach, Fla.

C Racing Runabout (St. Petersburg, Fla., Feb. 8) Winner: '"Miss Priss,’ owned and
driven by W. C. Selden, St. Petersburg, Fla.

48 Cu, In, Hydro (Becumont, Tex., May 3) Winner: “Snuffy,” owned and driven by
Gillette Smith, El Monte, Calif. ]

SUBSCRIBE TO SPEED AND SPRAY

Fal

il

- STAY UP FRONT WITH "CHAMPION"

All Outboards also furnished in Simplified Kit Form

HYDROS STOCK RUNABOUTS
Classes M, AB, CDF Classes J, AB, C, D

WHERE PERFORMANCE IS TRADITIONAL

CHAMPION BOATS

1524 WEST 15TH STREET, DEPT. 101 LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA
Send 25¢ for illuur_qled catalog, which includes inboard frame kits, plans, and ready built hulls.

I

"Vina Mae IV,"” -

ONLY

$I4 75

_ f.0.b. tactory

Acclaimed by thousands of
boat users and builders as the weld-
Completewith er of 1001 uses, Easily operated
“'r'\"*"':‘-'ﬂrh:" Arc  from properly wired 110 volt AC or
cossories . %> DC line. The ideal gift with a life-
h.ﬂﬂ...“m.“, long use...Order today on 10
cratt wark. day money back guarantee,

FourWayWelder Company 2325 5o, Michizan Avanua
Dpt. F44-G

mall-Boat Designer

Proven, expert designs for
Racing Hulls. Three-point,
Conventional, Stepless Hydro-
planes. Stock Plans with In-
structions available for all
classes.

Builder's Service for Amateurs
CUSTOM Designs to Individual Order
Descriptive Circular available—25¢c.
Give dope for individual suggestions.

BOX 141-L
NORTH HATLEY + QUEBEC ¢ CANADA

COMPLETE OUTBOARD
RACING PARTS SUPPLY

New motors, new parts, castings and semi-
finished parts for all Racing motors. Send
25c for 1953 illustrated catalogue.

RANDOLPH HUBBELL
2511 No. Rosemead Blvd.,, El Monte, Calif.

;rom the LARGEST TROPHY to the smallest,

Van Pelt Boats are TOP WINNERS everywhere.
Write divect tor VAN PELT BOAT €O.  Spring Lake, Mich.

BE A WINNER WITH

2612 E. Spring 5t
Phone 4-4663

Long Beach 6, Calif.

v¢ Racing Equipment
5% Engine Rebuilding
¥¢ Clay Smith Cams
Y% Parts & Supplies

% % Indianapalis Winner

% % 1952 266 cu. in. Hydroplane
Record at Sclton Sea. Bob Sykes,
Driver-Mechanic

SFEED and SPRAY, July, 1953

45




The Seaboard

TACHOMETER

| FOR ALL MAKE ALTERNAT:E
52995

FIRING ENGINES

Deluxe Model for Both Alternate and
Opposed Engines Also Available

Dealer Inquiry Invited

THE NEW
RECORD HOLDING
PROPELLERS
By
JOHNSON, OAKLAND
For Classes
STOCK HYDRO

B STOCK HYDRO
A STOCK RUNABOUT
B STOCK RUNABOUT

Available in Stock for
Immediate Shipment

$'| 650 each

KELLER
RACING
o SPEEDOMETERS
e THROTTLES
e ACCESSORIES
e FINS .
All Racing Accessories

PROMPT ATTENTION TO MAIL ORDERS
|

ELGIN GATES

SEABOARD
EQUIPMENT CO.

| Southwest Distributor
:MEHCURY MOTORS

16250 Coast Hiway
SURFSIDE, CALIFORNIA

Phone Long Beach 90-8016

http: //boatsport.org

CLASS

IFIED

15 cents per ward.
in advance.

Classified advertising rate:
$3.00 minimum charge. Payment

TOR SALE—Available for immediate delivery (2)
Swift Hydros Class “D'" (New) $395.00. Factory
freight and erating extra. Magnolia Park Sport-
ing Goods. 1024 Hellywood Way, Burbank, Calif
Phone: Charleston 8-4336.

FOR SALE — Selling m¥ complete rig—KG-9,
Speedliner DU. and matched trailer. Rigging in-
cludes Mercury tach. Keller speedometer, and re-

movable marathon tanks with 100 mile total capa-
city. Jack Force. 726 Warner Rd., Akron, Ohlo.

FOR SALE — E-Service Runabout—Glazier Hull =
160 H.P. Gray Engine. Outfit like new. complete-| "
ly refinished. new plastic glass bottom. One of g
the fastest Es in the country. Price §1750.00.
Selling because T am going Into E Racing Class.

Joe Stiles, 1415-17 E. Susquehanna Ave.. Phila

23, Pa.

FOR SALE—SEABOARD TACHOMETER for Out-
boards—Propellers—Racing Accessories. See our
add this page. Seaboard Equipment Company.

WANTED—Edelbrock equipped Ford and Wayne
equipped Chevrolet engine or parts for it. HIJ
serew and rudder for 225 three-point. Write de-
tails and prices by airmail to Tem Jansen.
Holtermanstraat 20, Nigmegen, Holland. (Europe)

DEALER DIRECTORY

SALES AND SERVICE

ied to advertisements of district

upholstering. chrome plating, machining. ete.
MANUFACTURE CANNOT BE ADVERTISED

sales representatives
ssorles and to local shops offering boat and motor rerair

for boats, motors, equipment and
and maintenance. boat painting,
PRODUCTS OF THE ADVERTISER'S OWN

IN THE SALES AND SERVICE DIRECTORY.

For attractive advertising rates write to Dealer Directory, Box 247, Newport Beach, Calif,

ARIZONA & CALIFORNIA

Arizona—Southern California Distributor
MERCURY OUTBOARD MOTORS
Swift Hydros. Kean-Craft Runabouts
Racing Motors & Boats—New & Used
SEABOARD EQUIPMENT COMPANY
16250 Coast Highway Surfside, Calif,

CALIFORNIA—COSTA MESA

Evinrude Outboard Motors, Parts & Service.
“16"—78" beam family boat $450.
Top Boat only #1560 unpainted.

See the Sweet
12* 57" beam Car
Everything for the family boat in accessories.

Carver C‘raft

1550 Newport Blvd, Beacon 5224-W

CALIFORNIA—GARDENA

Boat Storage—New and Used Engines
Knock-down Kits, 18 to 38 Feet
New and Used Boats
C. RANDALL BOAT WORKS
5. Main St. MEnlo 4-18G62

CALIFORNIA—GARDENA
MERCURY OUTBOARD MOTORS
Scott-Atwater Outboard Motors
Deluxe “V'' Bottoms—Skiffs
Marine "Hardware—Paints—Supplies
MORGAN CRAFT BOAT CO.
16017 8. Figueroa St. MEnlo 4-4501

CALIFORNIA—LOS ANGELES °

EVINRUDE MOTORS
Hollywood Boats
Jabseco Pumps
MARINE EQUIPMENT INCORPORATED
5046 W. Pico Blvd. YOrk 9368

CALIFORNIA—LOS ANGELES

Marine Hardware and Paints
KIT BOATS and WATER SKIS
Ski Boats & Inboard Racing Boats
HALL CRAFT BOAT WORKS
9209 S. Avalon Blvd PL. 5-0202

CALIFORNIA—LOS ANGELES

Sales — MERCURY MOTORS — Repalrs
Complete line of Outboard Boats
Bait Tanks—Motors—Installation
Work on vour small boat in our vard
NORM'S WESTERN MARINE SUPPLY CO.
5060 Venice Blvd. WAlInut 8939

CALIFORNIA—MALIBU

Chnés « Cragt

Boats — Engines — Kits
CLAY McCONNELL

22562 W. Pacific Coast Hiway GLobe 6228

CALIFORNIA—NEWPORT BEACH
New and Used
Outboard Motors and Boats
MERCURY MOTORS
ROCKHOLT and SWIFT Hydros
Glasspar Boats

THE OUTBOARD SHOP
Dave Spies and Warren Atherton
016 Coast Highway
thw BEacon .:I.JIM — llnme' HArhor 0471

CJ\I.IFORNIA—NEWPORT BEACH

YSOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PLATING

AND POLISHING HEADQUARTERS'
Cylinder Heads — Pipes

Outboard Tanks — Headers
Sprayshields — Flywheels
gtruts — Props -- Flttings

Rudders Covers

QUALITY WORK AT REASONABLE PRICES
Job and Production Service

NEWPORT PLATING CO.

2810 Villa Way HArbor 1300

CALIFORNIA—OAKLAND

CLUB AND REGATTA PHOTOGRAPHY
Northern California Coverage
Inboard — Outboard —- Stock Racing
“Action Photos of Your Boat'
LANKFORD PHOTOGRAPHERS
554 Dover Street OLympic 4-%014

CALIFORNIA—OAKLAND

Speedliner Boats — "O-J" Props
Complete MERCURY Farts Dept,
Bee-Liner Hydros: Life Jackets
New and Used Quicksilver Motors
MERCURY OUTBOARD MOTOR SALES
Andy Mullen, Prop.
Pledmont 5-0727

‘f

G600 Shattuck

FLORIDA—JACKSONVILLE

ELECTRONIC DYNAMIC BALANCING
Only Service in the Southeast
Latest Equipment — Modern Methods
Crankshaft, Flywheels or Whole Motors
SOUTHEAST VIBRATION BALANCING
4336 Bethwood Circle

FLORIDA—JACKSONVILLE
STAY OUT FRONT WITH BOE TERRY
Holder of 3 National Records
Electronic Dynamic Balancing
Specialist in Setting Up
Legal or Modified Motors
TERRY'S OUTBOARD MOTOR SALES & SERV.
4917 Main St. Phone 3-11310)

RHODE ISLAND—CRANSTON
MERCURY OUTBOARDS AND PARTS '?
Pabst Boats, Chris-Cralt Kit Boats
Agua Sport Water Skis
Complete Line of Outboard Accessories
C. L. DURFEE HARDWARE
65 Rolfe St. HOpkins 1-0800
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NECHES RIVER FESTIVAL

Now came another grand ball up. One of

the luds in the patrol boat put out a red
flag. Part of the flect kept on going, but
art of them pulled off, There was no re-
S\ ll from the judges stand. After three or
four laps most of the boats had stopped.
Snuffy’s scoop was all plugged up again
and the motor block was lit up like a neon
sign, On the fourth lap it stalled. An out-
board towed them into the pits.
Another Frantic Repair
The same routine . . . out of the water
by hand and a frenzied search for all of
the trouble. This had to be a quickie for
they were calling the boats out again. The
four man pit crew cut and spliced one
section of the plugged water line—cleared
out the scoop—wired and taped up the
intermediate strut, broken by floating
wood, and then carried the boat back into
the water just as the clock started,

They're Off Again

Snuffy was back in the pack again at
the start, but at the first turn he had the
race in the bag, The water circulation sys-
tem plugged up again at the end of the
first lap and he ran the last four complete-
ly dry and “stroking” the outfit to save
the motor. It was a futile precaution for
the whole‘assembly was red hat and ruined
for future use, Smitty's margin again was
a quarter of a lap over Jimmy Orr and
E. A, Argence from New Orleans. Smitty
wasn't the only casnalty of the driftwood.
The defending champion Budwine ilso
ran the first heat without water and was
aable to get started for the second stanza.

Finest Awards

In addition to the handsome A.P.B.A.
National Championship Placque Smitty
pulled down $280 in prize money. The first
place trophy was a beauty, a Seth Thomas
Clack donated by the Peek family who
have had so much to do with the inception
and development of the 48 Hydro Class.

Inboard Hydros

Bobby Bourcq pushed Miss Nehi into
one first in the “135°s,” but lost the second
heat to Bob Lueckenhoff from Detroit. It
was hot going all the way in this 11 boat
clags with plenty of thrilling racing.

The “266" race was a ding dong hattle
hetween young Don Steed from Tyler,
Texas and W. Curtis Martens, the Virginia
speedster, Young Don edged out Martens
in the first heat and chased him to the
finish line in the second,

A Jillion Outboards

It took a full quarter of a newspaper
column printed in type much finer than
this to list the outbeard entries. There was

Gillette Smith, the new 48 Hydro Champion,
buttons up his outfit after the race,

a full field in every onc of the six clisses.
Henry Taubert, the San Antonio veteran,
was high point trophy winner for the day,
with first places in € Hydro, C Runabout
and Class F. Bob Cramer was top man in
A THydro . . . Bob Prater won the B Modi-
fied and world record holder Bill Tenncy
took the honors in his favorite class, the
B Hydros.
A Good Show

Regardless of the drift in the course and
a bit of damp weather now and then,
everyone enjoyed the whole show. The
parade, court and street dancing, and ull
of the festival affairs always make a hit
with the visiting drivers, |. L. Caldwell
McFaddin and Clif LeBlane were co-
chairmen of the regatta, Herbert Scales
of Dallas referced the N.O.A. sanctioned
outhoard events and L. R, Bauman of
Houston referecd the A.P.B.A. sanctioned
inboard program,

Henry Taubert was high point outhoard winner,

SPEED and SPRAY, July, 1953

NOTES

HAZARD HYDROFOIL of Las Cruces,
New Mexico is setting up production for
their latest design of outboard powered
hydrofoil hoats of the Water Hazard serie

The latest design, ten feet in length, is
smaller than the prototype illustrated here
and much lighter, The manufacturers ex-
pect speeds of 35 to 40 mph with two in
the hoat using power output equivalent to
the Mercury KG7. The company intends
to ofter boats in ull stages of construction
from kit-form to finished boat as well ns
foils, struts und other necessary hardware,

CHAMPION BOATS of Long Beach,
Calif, announces the appointment of three
new  disteibutors for Champion Boats and
Kits, Sceley Boat Company, 1610 Grant
Blyd., Syracuse, N, Y.—Northwestern Boat
and Mfg. Co., 19740 Ten Mile Road, De-
troit, Michigan and Trading and Transport
Corp. of Havana, Cuba,

VERTEX MAGNETOS—Scintilla, Ltd,
of Switzerland has appointed a new U, 5,
distributor for its Vertex Magnetos, famons
as choice of racing champions on land and
water, The new distribator, Ronco Corpor-
ation, 1412 Packard Bldg., Philadelphia 2,
Penna., is taking a larger proportion of
Vertex production than has previously been
shipped to this country, and has larger
stocks of 4, 6 and 8 eylinder models than
have heretofore been available, In addi-
tion, complete parts inventories will he
maintained to service the increasing num-
ber of Vertex Magnetos in operation in
this country. Because of the expanded dis-
tribution made possible by the larger quin-
titics of Vertex now available, additional
service-dealer depots will be established,

STEP RIGIIT INTO A WINNER
FOR SALE

ETHEL XX

One of the Fastest 135s
" In the Country

After fifty years of racing, T am retiring from
active competition and offering my 135 class,
“Ethel XX.," for sale together with trailer
and lots of racing equipment, The boat is
powdered with a Smith & Jones motor, is5 in
perfect racine condition and is like new. This
former 135 National Champion has never
been beaten in competition.

CHAS. P. HANLEY

BOX 468 MUSCATINE, IOWA
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... IN THE ROOSTERTAIL . ..

* * * The Seattle Seafair will schedule
just about everything there is in the books
in conjunction with the Gold Cup race in
August. Here's the way the schedule looks
at the moment:

Thursday, August 6th: Creen Lake—All

classes Stock Outboards. Western Div.
Championships applied for.

Friday, August 7th: Green Lake — Out-
board Racing Classes. Western Divi-
sional Championships.

Saturday, August 8th: Green Lake — In-
board Hydros. 48-135-136 Classes.
$250.00 per heat.

Sunday, August 9th: Lake Washington—
Gold Cup Races. Two heats each 225
and 266 Classes. $250.00 per heat.
Two heats 7 Litres for Seafair Trophy.

Monday, August 10th: Lake Washington
—Mile Trials all clusses,

It's an odds on bet that one day of
trials won't do the trick if the weather is
good, for the best in the Western [fleets in
all classes will be there . . . and the way
the weather is kicking the mile trial sched-
ule around, it appears that this may be
the first chance this year for some of the
rigs to get at the mile.

'The outhoard drivers and the small in-
hoird hydro clan as well will give out with
a' cheer at the news that their competition
will be held on the protected waters of
Green Lake. That has been a pretty tough

* % % Southern California Speedboat Cluby
has apparently solved the knotty problem
of how to get the venerable and highly
regarded Pacific Motor Boat Trophy back
into competition again. Present plans call
for a special regatta at Long Beach Mar-
ine Stadium sometime in August with three
10 mile heats for the PMB Trophy as the
feature attraction, with the field open to
inboard hydros of not more than 266 cu.
in. displacement. A supporting program of
heat races for other classes and ski races
is in the planning stage.

Efforts to hold competition for this fine
old trophy in conjunction with a big an-
nial regatta have usually resulted in a
lack of entries as most of the hydro drivers
are at such a time set up for five mile
heats and/or haven't wanted to try to do
30 miles with their equipment, Eddie Mey-
cr won the trophy two years ago at Seattle
in his Avenger and no competition waus
scheduled last year.

* % % Miss Supertest, formerly Miss Can- __

d i

adla is back in the news again. Just at th

time that everyone has the Unlimited pr()sH

pects all figured out comes the news that
owner Jim Thompson has purchased two
new Rolls Royce Griffins for the former
Wilson color bearer and that Charlie Volk-
er has designed new gear boxes and will
try and get the bugs ironed out in time
f(:r t]l(? r;i(!in}.{ scason.

* % % There is an air of mystery in Gold
preparation plans in Detroit, The Motor
City bunch are deadly serious this year
and can be expected to produce some real-
ly going machines, Miss United States,
under construction in Dan Arena’s shop
for 29 year old Detroiter George Simon
will soon be ready for testing, Look for
some speed out of this one. Danny is due
to produce something sensational, Not
much mention has been given to George
Sarant’s Etta, but the Freeport owner has
already made arrangements to ship his
outfiit to Seattle and you can bet that he
isn't going there for a 90 mile look at all
the other roostertails. Probably the most
startling news is that the new twin engined
Such Crust I1I is a CONVENTIONAL hy-
droplane and not a three pointer. Shades
of Miss Pepsi. No wonder the Schafer team
selected Chuck Thompson to handle this
new challenger. This outfit could be the
dark horse.

Process is guaranteed.

BOTTOM ONLY

PATCH & EXPERIMENTAL KITS

For patching and repairing boats,
glass ﬁshln% rods, skis, spartin
equipment. Or — experiment wit
one of these kits. See how easy it
is to work with Fiberglass. Every-
thing you need conveniently pack-
aged in handy carrying kit.

Small Large
$3.25 $4.95

cruiser, old or new . .
upkeep. Adds strength, speed, safety .
: 100% watertight, ends caulking, painting.
Rotproof, wormproof, weatherproof, acid and oil proof, scuff resistant.
Cannot rot, mildew, absorb water, shrink nor deteriorate. Impervious to
marine fermites and growth. Lightweight, can be permanently colored or
painted. Cures without sunlight. Tested and proven for six years, Stanford's

New, quick, easy, economical pre-packaged kits for covering boats up to 16', Order by boat
length. Kits complete with all necessary materials, tools and Stanford’s proven instructions.

BOTTOM, SIDES & TRANSOM

B’ $14.95 $27.95
10 24.95 36.50
12* 26.50 37.95
14/ 34.95 46.50
16 36.50 PRICES F.O.B. BURBANK 65.75

For larger or planked boats, consult your local dealer or write Stanford's direct.

IF YOU DON'T OWN A BOAT — Build cne of all-Fiberglass.
Stanford’s complete, illustrated step-by-step instructions are now
available to you FREE. Consult your dealer or write direct.
Stanford’s can supply all the materials and tools needed. Com-
plete instructions now available free on building all-Fiberglass
car bodies. The new SABER sports car shown at the recent Los
Angeles Sportsmens Show has an all-Fiberglass body made with
Stanford's Process. Our experts will be glad to advise you on
any Fiberglass problems.

~ Stanford's Fiberglass Co.

1412 WEST BURBANK BLVD.
Dept. 55-7

m‘,""”’é{ﬁ Have You Fiberglassed Your Bottom Yet!

: “= IF YOU OWN A BOAT—You néed Stanford’s
s Fiberglass Process. Do it yourself, easily, at
low cost. Fiberglass pays for itself by saving
hundreds of dollars in repairs and countless
hours of labor. Rowboat, speedboat or
. Fiberglass ends boat

A FEW OF THE USES FOR
STANFORD'S FIBERGLASS
PROCESSES:

COVERING . . . :
Boat hulls, decks & cabins
Trailers & trailer tops
Bar & sink tops

BUILDING . . .
All-Fiberglass boats
All-Fiberglass car bodies
Furniture
Bait & water tanks
Skis
Swimming pools
Fish ponds
Signs-

THE SABER
ALL-FIBERGLASS SPORTS CAR

BURBANK, CALIFORNIA
ROckwell 9-1279
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DON'T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE!

These

SPEED AND SPRAY’'S BU RUNABOUT

Complete building plans from the board of Dave Beach, who did the Speed Skiff plans
in this issue.

MIXMASTER — THE DE SOTO 266

Californie Bill and Howard Johansen collaborate on a technical feature on building up
the De Soto Racing Engine. Full cul-away illustrations of boat and motor by Jim Richards.
THE KIT BOAT — AN ARTICLE FOR THE WATER SPORTS ENTHUSIAST

Step by step details of construction, Short culs and tricks in putting together this poular
“everyman's design.”

MAJOR REGATTA COVERAGE

Racing around the country with the Inboards, Outboards and the Stocks — illustrated
by the nation’s top photographers.

GOLD CUP PREVIEW

Photos and performance trials on this year's fleet of Unlimiteds.

FOUR POINT HYDRO TROUBLES

A technical on these new Stock Hydros. Illusirated.

THE WINNEBAGOLAND FAMILY OUTBOARD CRUISE

A complete report—the plans, the problems, conduct of the event.

SAFETY WITH FIBER GLASS

How to fiber-glass your own boat. Every step illustrated.

AEROPLANE WING

A photo story of the latest experimental design in fast boals.

Y WATER SKIS — HOW TO BUILD THEM
Y FOUR RECORDS AT MILLERTON

Features—Watch for

sl i, ot BN SRS SRS STL® o

Y All the Regular Departments

them ...

"“"The ideal gift for the
boating and speed en-
thusiast'’ — gift subscrip-
tion cards are available.

The International Magazine of Boat Racing

SPEED and SPRAY $5.00 for

Box 247, MNewport Beach, Calif. MEXT 12 ISSUES
50c Added for Foreign Countries
NAME. ...
ANDRESSeS. et (ot TN e
CITYoru- i o S 7 ONE L S STATE oot




http: //boatsport.org

"'Clean As A Whistle!"

||
o

TTOH.P. MERCURY
MARK 15
with REVERSE GEAR =~

16 H.P. MERCURY

'MARK 20
with REVERSE GEAR
AND|NEUTRAL

KIEKHAEFER

MERCURY

slashes dead weight and dead bulk to give
you most performance per pound of weight!

Remote Fuel Tank — standard equip-
ment on Mark 15 and Mark 20 models.

Compare! Yes, compare Mercury’s compact design with that of other
outboards, of similar performance, shown here in silhouette. Mercury
“years ahead” engineering eliminates excess weight, reduces bulk, gives you
,more performance per pound of weighe . , . in compact, easy to

carry, easy to pack-Mercury!

See the magnificent Mercurys for 1953 at your dealer’s now!
He'’s listed in the yellow pages of your phone book. Write for
FREE illustrated catalog, “Tomorrow’s Outboard — Today!”

10 H.P. MERCURY MARK 15 with REVERSE 16 H.P, MERCURY MARK 20 with REVERSE GEAR AND
GEAR AND NEUTRAL . ., . Versatile power NEUTRAL . . . For outboard cruisers, water skiing, large
for [amily fun, fishing, work boats and | fishing boats and work boats . . . consistently out-
all 'round outboarding pleasure. performs outboards of bigher rated horsepower!

PROGRESSIVE ENGINEERING CUTS DEAD WEIGHT

AND DEAD BULK FOR BETTER PERFORMANCE ® Reverse Gear and Neutral — simple pesitive shift,

b, Y correctly i d for outboards. ® Twist-Grip Spark
and Throttle Control. ® ‘‘Hi-Rev'' Micro-Mounted
Connecting Rods — heat-treated, hardened, tempered,
precision ground and micro-honed, ® Full Jeweled Power
— ball and roller bearings throughout, ® Waterproof

Magneto and Spark Plugs — for safe, all-weather -
operation. ® Yariable Yolume Rotex Water Pump — )
operates efficiently ot all speeds; non-clogging. U

Features of Mercury motors are
profected by issued or pending patents.

KIEKHAEFER CORPORATION
FOND DU LAC, WISCONSIN

in diesel in auvlomotive in fine
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