:
50 cents

SPEED ...
- SPRAY

<PDxmOWV Jﬁm'ﬂm

MAY, 1953

In Chis Issue

HOW TO BUILD
f-  THE SCREAMING PLYMOUTH

WATER SPORTS PREVIEW
ITALIAN RACER TOPS 140 MPH
STOCK MOTOR SPEED “SECRET”

|
GAR WOOD AND
THE HARMSWORTH TROPHY

RECORDS SMASHED IN FLORIDA

International

HBoat /(acing and Water Sportd




http: //boatsport.org

— THRILL TO TEXAS HOSPITALITY —

MAY 1-2-3, 1953
48 CU. IN. HYDRO NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
and TWO COMPLETE REGATTAS

$3750 IN PRIZES

MAY 2 MAY 3 N
INBOARD REGATTA

$300 Per Heat
$150 Per Heat Two Heats Per Class

Two Heats Per Class CLASSES:

48 CU. IN. HYDROPLANES
National Championships

135 CU. IN. HYDROPLANES

266 CLASS HYDROPLANES -+
B, F MODIFIED RUNABOUTS FREE FOR ALL (1 heat)

OUTBOARD REGATTA

CLASSES:
A,B,C HYDROPLANES

C RACING RUNABOUTS

SANCTIONED BY N.O.A. SANCTIONED BY A.P.B.A.

Yol i - : : Ao S
TWO REGATTAS ' THREE FESTIVAL DAYS

Superb Courses e Queens and Floats

Protected Water e Streei Dances

Excellent Facilities e Pageants and Parties

Spectator Room Galore e Fun and Entertainment \__

WRITE OR PHONE — RACE COMMITTEE — J. L. C. McFADDIN — GOODHUE BUILDING — BEAUMONT, TEXAS
Phone: 43367 Days or 21880 Nights
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The American Inboard Association has opened a campaign which is
Gt T AT S i . < 2 . -
termed “a crusade to make closed course competitive boat racing safer for

the contestants.” :

At a recent meeting, the following statement was released: “Speeds of
several hydroplane classes are approaching a limit which is bringing the
competitors into the likelihood of severe injury in the event of an accident
and the Association strongly recommends, in order to fairly reduce the
attainable competition speeds, the adoption of standard commercial fuels
for the hydroplane classes.”

The “gasoline only” proposal submitted to the inboard members of the
APBA in 1952, was voted down 101 to 94—something short of the # majority
necessary to carry, Such a close vote indicates a sharp division of opinion.

If restricting fuel to casoline will help to provide much needed safety

factors, why not do it? Obviously no one competitor would be favored by
such a rule. Competition would be closer than it is today, for in many races
we now have pitted against each other hoats using fuels ranging from nitro
on down the scale. . I

It is probable that the opposition to such a move will come from one
group—those concerned primarily with setting records. Obviously present
closed course records established with high powered racing fuels would
have to be abandoned and from this point on the battle to be the record
holder would be just as tough as it is at present. A rider to the proposed
“rasoline only” rule would permit, if adopted, unrestricted choice of fuel
for mile trials. This should give the competitor interested in “top speed
only” plenty of action.

The racing of today’s inboard prop-riders is a hazardous game at best.
[t would appear that it is time now to consider the safety factors.
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The colorful Crackerbox Class—one of the most spectacular in” racing
—never fails to put on a show. Our editor made this month’s cover pictun"e
of the Crackers at the anmual Lions Club Regatta at Parker, Ariz. in 1952.
This traditional Southwest season opener is held on the Colorado River
with a background of desert scenery unsurpassed in the West.

The high-flying ski jump shot on the cover is reproduced through the
courtesy of Kiekhaefer Corp. That heautiful outhoard runabout is the new
16" Chetek “Great Laker.”

Speed and Spray is published monthly by Marine Publications, Ine. Mailing address: Box
7, New 2nch, forniz. Business Office: 819 Via Lide Soud, Newport Beach, Cali-
fornia. irhor 267. Entered as second cluss matter at the Post Office at Newport
Reach, California, under the act of March 3, 1879, Copyright 1953 by Marine Publications,
Tne. Reprinting in whole or in part forbidden except by permission of the publisher.

Subseription price $5.00 for one year, $8.00 for two vears, $13.00 for three years in U.s.,
Canada and Pan-Ameriean countries. Add G0c per year for other countries. Single copy 50c.

For change of address: Give old address as well as new, with zone number, if any.
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The first Johnson outboard motor ever sold
has been located in Madison, Wis., and is
being demonstrated by its owner Leroy C.
Lynch (right) to Carl Kessenich, Johnsen
dealer at Madison. The old motor turned up

in a world-wide search for the 50 oldest
Johnsons, part of a celebration matking the
millionth motor the company has produced.

Search Locates First Johnson Outboard Sold

Outhoard motors rarely wear out, one of
their manufacturers asserted today and of-
fered facts to prove it. A recent worldwide
search for the oldest Johnson outboards in
existence has turned up the first motor the
rnm;mn} sold more than 30 years ago, John-

"LOOK!!

Hydro
Headrest
& Tail

Debbolds specializes in the manufacture of hardware and fttings
for inboard speedboats. Volume production and many years of
experience guarantee you greater speed and performance at terrific
savings. More inboard speed records have been established using
Debbold hardware than with hardware of all other manufacturers
combined. If you are building a speedboat, be sure to get our catalog
— it 15 entirely different: from any other marine hatdware catalog
available, showing hundreds of custom items designed espzcially
for your inboard speedboat, either runabout or hydroplane.
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son Motors' officials disclosed. Furthermore,
the ten oldest motors located in the search
were among the first 44 that Johnson built,

A contest to find the first 50 motors the
company sold was launched by Johnson in
connection with the recent production of
its millionth motor.

The oldest motor located was owned hy
LeRoy €. Lynch, of Madison, Wis. The
motor is in excellent running order John-
son mechanics report, though, it has not been
overhauled for at least 10 years. Lynch's
old motor won him a new 1953 model in
the contest. The next nine runners-up also
received new motors as awards. The next
40 received other merchandise prizes.

All 50 of the low-number winners were
built in the first three months of produc-
tion after Johnson entered the outboard field
December 10, 1921. Virtually all of the 50
were reported still in use. Several were in
the hands of original owners. In all, 82 of
the motors located were among the first 500
built. The old-motors search, which ended
December 24, brought 4934 entries from
every state and Alaska, Canada, and South
America.

Winning Numbers

Number, A-507: Owner, LeRoy C. Lynch:
Address, Route #1, Madison, Wisconsin.
A-512, Dr. Foster J. Hudson, 525 W, Hump-

ton Dr., Indianapolis, Ind. A-515, Dave
Traut, Rio, Wisconsin. 518, R. A, Ander-
son, 700 North Second, Clear Lake, Towa.

5239 Wesy Lake Sk,
George H. Beronek,
Winona, Minn. A-531,
r., 248 S. Chautauqua, Wichita,

8. J,g Ralph J. Gabourie, Kiel.
Wisconsin. \ 540, Albert J. Olson, 308
South Eighteenth-St., Escanaba, Mich, A.544,
Vern Waite, Clarksville, Iowa.

A-524, Verner Hultzen,
Chicago, IIl. A-529,
623 E. .‘“w\" nth St.,

' All These New
Items for 1953

The Seaboard

TACHOMETER

2 95 FOR ALTERNATE
FIRING ENGINES

ELGIN GATES

SEABOARD EQUIPMENT CO.

Southwest Distributor
MERCURY MOTORS .

16250 Coast Hiway
SURFSIDE, CALIFORNIA
Phone Long Beach 90-8016

Deluxe Model for Both Alternate and
Opposed Engines Also Available:

Dealer Inquiry Invited

Bucket
Seat

V8 Engine Water
Equalizer

Ford & Merc
Engine Hangers

SEND 25¢ TODAY FOR A NEW FULLY ILLUSTRATED GATALOG

MARINE SUPPLY CO.

10366-X Long Beach Boulevard

b
L. E. DEBBOLD'S [
: s LYNWOOD 10, CALIFORNIA
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pabst

STOCK
RUNABOUTS
AND HYDROS

® Known For
Quality Construction
and Top Performance

pabst BOATS

2005 W. AVE. SOUTH
LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN

“Fine Boatls Since 1906

Top-notch racing drivers have
been using Tapatco vests for
years. They know from experi-
ence that in any race you can't
beat Tapatco for saféty and
comfort,

Here’s Why Tapatco is Tops.

Comfortable and
Safe

Filled with NEW
JAVA KAPOK

=== Zipper Closure
* Four large pockets

Colors: Navy blue,
green, or red,
trimmed with
white,

“YOU CAN'T BUY BETTER

TO SAVE YOURLIFE”

THE AMERICAN PAD & TEXTILE CO.
* GREENFIELD, OHIO

http: //boatsport.org

AUSTRALIA

The last big Championship Ruace, namely
the King George 1V Whisky Cup of New
South Wales, for 255 i, restricted hulls,
was held at Port Hacking. This is a tairly
sheltered and very picturesque bay about
10 miles south of Sydney Harbour. The
course is laid north to south and controlled
by the Royal Motor Yacht Club of Auns-
tralia, Port Hacking Branch, They have
a roomy clubliouse situated on the western
shore with large glass windows forming
the entire eastern wall, giving an excellent
view of the entire course. For outdoor lov-
ers, there are terraced lawns witl garden
seats and gay beach umbrellas, contribut-
ing to comfort in watching the ruces, An
electric winch at the ramp looks after the
loading and unloading of racing craft, Thiy
race was held on Saturday, Mareh Tth and
Keith Ritchie won this State Champion-
ship with his Kerite.

The course is a surveyed Australian
Power Boat Assn, course, 5 buoy turns
each end set ut 200 feet radius and 1%
miles per lap; 7 laps per heat equalling 10
miles; raced clockwise, right hand turns,
In the first heat Kerite was leading and
Mouse, the 1952 winner, driven hy E.
Peard, was running second. A 25 mph
southerly wind was blowing and the going
was rough, Finishing the 4th lap, Ritchie's
mate dislocated his right elbow and bluck-
ed out, so he had to return to the jetty to

by "Boomerang™

tuke on anotheér mechanic and fnish the
course to qualify. A blistering race cnsucd
in the second heat hetween Mouse and
Kerite. These boats  were lapping  the
comrse at 64 iph with Kerite leading, but
the pace proved too hot for Mouse and in
the 4th lap he threw a rod. Kerite coustod
home to win. The time for this heat was
an Australian record  despite the fact that
Kerite eased up when Mouse loft the field.
Kerite then went on to win the 3rd heat
without any real competition,

These skifts had to be seen to he Appre-
ciated, The water was whipped into angry
white lorses by a stifft wind which did
not assist their speed in any way, Kerite
showed superior straightaway speed and
rested her engine on the turns, while Mouse
took, the buoys at ubout 60 mph, showing
no visible drop in speed. Eventually this
gruelling treatment proved too much for
the motor, as the results show, These skiffy
bank and turn without side slip, and are
exceptionally  casy to  maneunver. Their
weight when racing would approximite
1400 ta 1500 Ibs, The closest American
class to these skiffs would be the Gracker-
box or Cluss E Racing Runabout.

On March 15th Australia’s longest sped
boat race—the “Bridge to Bridge”—will
be held. This is approximately 70 milos
non-stop poeint to point.

lastt!

48 Cu. In, Hydro NATIONAL Champ-

ionships at Neches Festival Regatta —
Beaumont, Texas on May 3rd. with In-
board Hydro program. Don't miss  this

one—it's going to be a red hot show. Two
Californians—the world record holder Vie
Klette and his team mate Gillette Smith
(Pac. Coast HiPoint Champ) from South-
ern Calitornia Specdboat Club are going
to Beanmont to try and lift the champion-
ship, Roy Skaggs with his new 135 iob
Skalluwags will also tackle the Texans.
Don't miss the Neches Festival starting
May Ist. . . . pageantry—parades—floats
—street dancing and a gala ball, Outhoard
racing program on May 2nd, Top prize
list. Want an early season shot at the
records?  Southern ~ California Specdboat
Club will run INBOARD nile trials at

Salton Sea Beach on Mav 16 and 17, Photo
Electric Timing and improved lmehing
facilities. This is one of the hest “weather”
months down on the famous. Submurine
Speedway.  Paul Sawyer, who lost his
record by a mile to Bobby Sykes will he
there to get it back, It's a cinch there will
be a 100 mph 135 mark at this one and
the 48 Ilydro figure is doped to hit the
ceiling, Should be a whale of a show.
Blythe Boat Club will hold mile trials on
the Colorado River for STOCK OUT-
BOARDS on May 9 and 10—also compe-
tition racing, . RACE CANCELLA-
TION . ... The Stpck Outboard Regatta,
scheduled to be held at Lake Malibu
(Southern California) on April the 19th
has heen  cancelled according to United
Speedboat Association Rew Stick.

48ers

* CROSLEY STOCK PARTS

* FORGED CRANKSHAFTS

* K H CAMSHAFTS

J AMAL CARB—MANIFOLDS
% CYLINDER BORING

Smith SPEED sHOP

Crookshank Read Cincinnati 38, Ohio

High Power BINOCULARS

FREE 14-PAGE BOOK & CHART
Know the faces! Learn meaning of

Power, Field, Coating. 1

33 Models sold on

30 DAY
FREE TRIAL

$90F

- = = « - 57.142 mph
NEW  APBA RECORD

1 FEBRUARY 1953 — LAKELAND, FLORIDA

BILL TENNEY, Vandalia, Ohio, with

one of the ALL. NEW SUPFER C run-

abouts, set an APBA five mile competi-

tion record for C racing runabouts,
Drive a combination you know is Good—
YOU and the De Silva SUPER C, It is a
proven design, built of the best materials,

by custom builders.
FINISHED, $395.00 » UNFINISHED, $295.00

Prompt Shipment on most models assured.
Write for Price Llist and information sheet,
and list of used boats.

De Silva Boats

3964 REDWOOD AVE. VENICE, CALIFORNIA
Telephone: EXbrook 7-7616
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MORE ABOUT DESERT BEACH

After reading the published letter

from
Mr. Hunter of Desert Beach in your Felira-
ary issue, I would like to make a statement

to clarify the Southern Gulifornia Speed-
boiat Club’s position in regard to past and
future Salton Seq Regultas, .

As evervone knows, obtaining a sponsor
for a Salton Sea regatty i practically an
impossibility, and for the last 2 vears the
S.C.S.C. has assumed the sponsorship of
this annual regatta, which T assurc vou is
no small task. In order to get this regatia
organized, the sponsor must start the pre-
liminary work at least 8 months in ad-
vance. So, after writing severy] letters and
making 2 trips to Desert Beach trying to
contact Mr. Hunter, we went ahead and
made other arringements for last yoear's
regitta,

Flans are being made for q 1953 Salton
Sea regatta, and T would suggest that if
M. Hunter wishes to have it held at Desert
Beach he should get on the ball and do
something about it, I may he veached any
time at 6080 Wilson Ave,. Hollydale, Calif,
or phone MEtcalf 32900

Tommy Thompson, Viee-Comni., §.0.8.q,
Gen, Race Chairman,
1953 Salton Sea Regatts

MILE TRIALS

I noticed that your February editorial
Leittured “Streamnlined Mile ' als,” und T
would like to say that we were faced with
similar cifficultios here in Australia, The
Australian Power Boat  Assn, has direet
alfiliation with yvour APBA. and alsa direct
affilintion with the world controlling body,
ULENL This latter body, in their rule hook,
clearly state that 4 time trial can be made
cither on a statute mile, & nantical mile, or
a kilometre for world recognition, provid-
ing the survey certificate, together with o
hydrograph of the course, is registered with
the UM In Australia, we have one-mile
registered trial courses, but about 2 vears
ago we also adopted the Kilometre Time
Trial comrses. - We have two such registered
courses. Both courses are within 7 miiles of
Svdney and are salt water ocean density,
All cotpetitors an the Kilo course are en-
thusiastic, and our world cliss boat hoys
agree that all conntries shonld Jre
equal tooting for world record runs.
apinion, the mile run is obsolete.

Keith W, Ritchie Buanlkham Hills,
Australia

Ol

In onr

® A number of* rucing clubs throughout
OuE cauntry dre initiating measures to
liave this vital issue placed on the 1953
riles change ballot—EDD.

http: //boatsport.org

WHO RESCUED JOHNNY KIPP?

I Febraary on page
article by Lou Eppel on “National Sween-
stukes al Red Bank.” I do not know who
the driver was who helped Earl Jarret pull
Juhnny Kipp from the water when  his
baut flipped, but I do know definitely that
it was not me, At the time Al Bauer an-
nounced this over the loud speaker, T went
over and told him so, T was still trying to
get the “Skip” started when the gun went
oft tor that heat. Had it not heen for the
re-stuart, T would not have been able to got
in the raees at all for tha day,

I only hope someone who actnally saw
the rescue will be good enough to write in,
giving credit to the fellow who actually
deserves it, beeause 1 don't want  credit
for something T did not do,
K. A, Bozarth
A-61 Skip

18 you had an

Vinclund, N. J,

o If anyone reading this knows of the real
hero in this episode, please let us know
and we will be glad to publish his name,

—ED.

CRACKERBOXES

I believe I:ecan answer purt of Ed
Brown's question, “Where are the Crack-
ers?” A little over 3 years ago, [ was asked
to serve on the Crackerbox Technical Com-
mittee, This T gladly aceepted, only to quit
in disgust after attending 2 meetings, [
believe these 2 meetings had more to do
with the future of the cluss than most
realized,

Attendance at the meetings  was VETY
good and many cxcellent suggestions were
made, ospecially by the newoer members.
EVERY single suggestion was argued down
by the “old guard” who were Wy in front
on points and didn't want their “status
quo” disturhed, f
- A good portion of the mgembership were
having difficulty in keeping their engines
up from a cost standpoint.: Some telt that
they could stay in the game if less expen-
sive stock parts.were used instead of “strok-
er crinks” and special pistons, “Thumbs
down,” said the old guird, “We'll have to
build new engines.” A proposal to run
gasoline was made to ease the expense.
Well, that didn’t last long, The hot shoty
suid “We're running 11 (o 1 heads; we
can't use gasoline.”

The question of personal sufety  was
brought vp.’ Several Crackers had flipped
seriously, injuring their crews. Slip chines
wore suggested. “We ean’t do that; it will
slow us down!™ :

Well mast of the high point boys of that
day have sold their boats. Their own self-
ishness firally caught up with them, The
quicker the Crackerbox boys et back to
the original intent—a clags of casily con-

structed boats with an inexpensivo cngine
—the hetter chance it has of surviving, [
think that everyone would agree that this
class put on some of the hest shows over
seen at Marine Stadiom, If they will quit
trying to compete with the Slo-Mo's and
the Miss Popsi's, they can do it again.

Kenny Harman El Monte, Calif,

MORE ABOUT CRACKERBOXES

In reference to Bd Brown's letter “Where
are the Crackers,” he states that the Crack-
eroentry list was “disappointingly small.”
He must be speaking of Northemn CGalifor-
nii races, hecause in the List 10 in South-
ern California we've had an averpge of 7
and as many as 11 hoats, Eel siys that
fellas up north aren’t getling entries. be-
canse of the expense of keeping up with
the leaders, Why then did Bols Patterson's
Hot Cinders, home built “buck yurd”
Cracker win the National High Point crown
last year? It's not only the Grackers thal
are failing to turn ont up north, hut other
classes are having trouble too, Maybe it's
lack of publicity, prize money, Sponsors,
or maybe just lack of interest in general—
I don’t know,

Concerning  his list of “restrictions”.
which he says might bring back some hoats
to riacing again, [ say that more than half
the boys now racing are “converted™ hot
rodders having a definite interest in build-
ing racing engines with new and original
ideas, and wonldn't Cnjoy running semi-
stock “restricted” outfits at all. and T b
lieve we'd lose them instead of Faining
others. Here in Southern Culifornia we
don't want to go backwards, or slower—
we want to go faster!

Further, Ed complains that our “group
friendship” has faded and that the compe-
tition is cut-throat, We wish Ed could at-
tend just onme of our Cracker Box Club
meetings and  wateh  his  so-called  “cut
throats™ in o friendly get-together exchang-
ing ideas and “speed seerets,” and he'd
sce how wrong he is, If Ed's statement is
true, why are the “E” drivers here gotting
a club together similar to ours? Tl tell
you why—it's becanse they too like the
idea of racing with friends instead of
aguinst strangers.

I know the Cracker Box Club members
are proud of being known in_Southern

“California as a bunch of real good  boys,

and proud too of one of the things our
club stands for—sportsminship!
Danford Camphell Long Beach, Galif,

ANOBP=g1-]

e There seem to be several sides 1o this
question. Let’s hear from more Cracker
oweners—E[D.

SPEED and SPRAY, May, 1953
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Pete Mosher—Stock Hydroplane
Professional Champion—6,800 points

http: //boatsport.org

James Robinsen—Stock Runabout
Professional Champion—10,715 points

STOCK HIGH POINTS

The toughest competition in the world
of boat racing today is in the stock out-
Lourd divisions. No one will give an argu-
ment on that statement. There are several
thousand stock hydros and stock runabouts
in competition in the U, §, Starting felds
are large; the outfits are closely matched,
and every section of the country boasts
fine driving talent, It is o pretty tough joh
to win u local championship; it is a real
accomplishment to come out as high point
driver in the entire U, S,

Pete Mosher of Brockport, N. Y. turned
the trick this year and by virtue of his
performance was the winner of the A, G
Kickhaefer Memorial Trophy. His father,

»on Mosher, is a deputy sheriff and serves

Sverctary-treasurer  of Region 2 of
APBA. Pete is emiploved at Rochester Pro-
lill"..'l-‘\' ]JI'V. Eif. (i«-m-rul .'\Ir)!ul',s', and .'1!,-;‘:
operates o sports store,

Allyn Guerin—Stock Hydroplane
Amateur Champion—4,088 points

i I,:aw‘. x 5 - h -
PERMANENT HULL REPAIRS
IN 20 MINUTES OR LESS!

Enioy avery minute of your
boal. Don't be caught miles
fram. civilization with a lesky
Bro damaged hull,  Carry the

BOAT REPAIR KIT ar all times
Make sure, safe. repairs in 20
minutes or lest on any material,
wood, canvas, glass or
metal. Exen repairs dam-
aged plintered ribs
Stronger than
al hull. Patchy
ef and is in-

or ke

n

& en painted, A
MUST for SHEDY; boat awner, The choap-
et insurance for happy vacations, Just
fake boat.cut of the water, apply and
8 2 f=w minutes, relounch. Takes sl
most. no space to store. Complefe in-
structions,  all tools and matesials in-

cluded for several large pafches.

—Dealer inquities inviled—
HOLLYWOOD PLASTIC PRODUCTS Dapt. 5.5
1211 West Maanolia, Burbank, Califerniz

; postpaid |

Mosher in piling up 12,104 paints in
the season to top all other outhoard racers,
won 17 straight first places in his Glass D
stock hydroplane. He also picked up 5
firsts in Class D stock utility, together
with a large number of seconds, He won
the Northeast U. S. Divisional champion-
ship in D-Hydro,

The runner-up was Dean Chenoweth,
the Xenia, Ohio driver who made it rout
of the stock nationuls at Oukland, Culif,
10,881 points,
and James Robinson of Holley, N. Y. was

third with 10,715, Fourth in over-all scor-

Chenoweth  acenmulated

mg was Allyn Guerin, whose father, Don,

is chairman of APBA Region 2

Mosher, Robinson and Guerin are all
members of the Rochester Motor Boat and
Racing Cluh,

Harold Ruggles—Stock Runabout
Amateur Champion—5,234 points

G. McCREA

Small-Boat Designer

Proven, expert designs for
Racing Hulls. Three-point,
Conventional, Stepless Hydro-
planes. Stock Plans with |n-
structions available for all
. classes,
Builder's Service for Amateurs
CUSTOM Designs to Individual Order
Descriptive  Circular available—25¢,
Give dope for individual suggestions,

BOX 141-L
NORTH HATLEY =« QUEBEC

CANADA

INBOARD AND OUTBOARD
ALCOHOL AND NITRO
RACING FUELS

¢ Outboard Fuel Concentrates
¢ Poly-Oxide Synthetic Lube Oil
¢ Superlube Two-Cycle Mineral Ol

Bud Weget
Mechanical Engineer

200 WIGET LANE
CONCORD, CALIF.

" HOC~SHELL "

PROTECTIVE HELMETS

Proven safest and
drivers

finest by
in all fields of
racing.

JOHN W. LOHRENZ

4417 East Anaheim St.
Long Beach 4, Calif.

Price $28.50 Telephone L.B. 84-342

THE CHOICE OF CHAMPIONS
HI J INBOARD RACING PROPELLERS
ENGINEERED FOR TOP PERFORMANGE

SLO-MO-SHUN IV . . . . 178.498 mph
AVENGER IV , . ... .. 99.483 mph
GUESS WHO .. .. ... 121.703 mph

Coast to coast and in foreign waters Inboard
Hydros and Runcbouts are knocking off the

ichampionships and records with Hi ] props.

TAPER BORED RACE PROPS

HAROLD I. JOHNSON

2811 Yilla Way * Newport Beach o Callf,

BE A WINNER WITH

2612 E, Spring St.

Long Beach 6, Calif.
Fhone 4-4663

Yr Racing Equipment
7% Engine Rebuilding
3¢ Clay Smith Cams
vt Parts & Supplies
% % Indionapelis Winne:
* K 1952 266 cu. in. Hydroplane

Record ot Salton Sec, Bob Sykes,
Driver-Mechanic
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RE GATTA CALENDAR

SRy ’

Editor's Note: This regular monthly fea-
ture will be kept up-to-date to the best of
pur ability. The calendar as it appears in
this issue is a compllation of dates furnish-
ed through the courtesy of the APBA and
our many racing organizations. It is our
purpose to keep the public supplied with ac-
curate advance race information. We urge
the officers of all racing organizations to
advise us promptly of additional dates sche-
duled or of any changes or errors in this
calendar. A complete and accurale calendar
in the hands of the followers of the sport
is our goal.

CALENDAR CODE

I —Inbourd
0 —Stock Outboard
SO —Stock Out}m‘ud

SOL—Stock Outhoard; 2 Classes Only

1953 REGATTA DATES

Region 2
5/30 New Hamburg, N. Y. O
8/2 I, Hampton, N. Y. 0O
8/29-30-31 Syracuse, N, Y. S50
( Nationals )
Region 3
5/30 Ocean City, N. [. I
5/31 Pleasantyille, N. |. SO
7/4 Mays Luncling, IE) (0]
T7/4 Millville, N. J. I & SO
T/5 Pleus: mt\lnt. N. J. [ & SO
T/19 Long Brunch, N. J. It
8/ 10 Sea Isle City, N, [. S0
/P Red Bank, N. J. [ & O
H/530 Salem, N, J. I & SO
0/5 Ocean City, N. J. 1
9/6 Pleasuntville, N. |. [ & SO
9/7 Millville, N. J. I & SO
Region 4
5/3 Wrightsville Beach, N, €, SO
5/30-31 Elizabeth City, N, C. [ & SO
6/14-15  Portsmouth, Va, [-50
6/21 Sulisbury, Md. SO
G721 Hopewell, Va. 1
6/21 Wrightsville Beach, N.C. SO
6/27-28  Bultimore, Md. [-50
T/4-5 Hampton, Va. S0
745 Wrightsville Beach, N.C, SO
7/11-12  Colonial Beach, Va, I-SO
7/18-19  Solomons, Md. I-0-50
7/26 Washington, 1D.C, [ & O
8/1-2 Cambridge, Md. 1
8/2 W rlg}lh\lllt Beach, N.C. SO
8/9 Nortolk, Va. I & SO
8/8 Baltimore. Md. SO
8/15-16  St. Michaels, Md, I & SO
8/23 Richmond, Va 0 & SO
8/29-30 Baltimore, Md. SO
9/6-7 Urbanna, Va. I1& 0
9/6 Wrightsville Beach, N.C, S0
9/12-13 Washington, D.C.
{ President’s Cup) 1-0-SO

9/26-27 New Martinsville, W. Va. I

Region &
5/17 Pontiae, Mich. SO
5/24 Lansing, Mich, SO
6/7 Pittsburgh, Pa. (Steel Cup) I
6/14 Toledo, Ohio SO
6/20-21 Grand Rapids, Mich. I & SO
6/28 Pontiac, Mich. I
T/4 Algonae, Mich. (0]
/4 Ecorse, Mich. SO
/4 Detroit, Mich, I

( Detroit Memorial )

8

7/5
/12
7/12
7/12
7/19
7/19
7/26
7/26
8/2
8/2
8/9
8/9
8/16
8/22-23
8/23
8/29-30
0/5&7

9/13

5/30
/9
10/10-11

6/7

5/10
5/17
/24
6/13-14
6/21

o
B
159

5/10
T7/26
7/29
7/31
8/1-2
B/
5/9
8/9
9/6-7

Cheboygan, Mich, SO |
McKeesport, Pa. (@]
Lewiston, Mich. SO
Columbus, Ohio I
Columbus, Ohio O
Akron, Ohio I
Ludington, Mich. O
Toledo, Ohio SO
Louisville, Ky, I
Cheh(;ygdn Mich. SO
Murine City, Mich. (0}
Dayton, Ohio |
Akron, Ohio SO
Toledo, Ohio S0
Cincinnati, Ohio I
Grand Rapids, Mich. T & SO
Detroit. Mich.
(Silver Cup)
Dayton, Ohio 1t
Region 7
Quiney, Il 0
Chicago, TII1, (@]
Madison, Ind. I & S50
N.O.A. DISTRICT 7
South Bend, Ind, Div, I
Region 9
Lake St. John, La, |
Baton Rouge, La. P
Sicily Island, L. [ )
Noew Orleans, La. 1-0-SO
Madisonville, Li. [-0-SO
Montgomery, Ala. I
Biloxi, Miss, [-0-50) |
Lafitte, La. 1-0-50)
New Orleans, La. 1-0-50
Baton Rouge, La, i
Morgan City, La. [-0-50
N.O.A, DISTRICT 9
Morton, Miss, Div. T & TV
Memphis, Tenn. Div, IV
Pensncola, Tl Div. T & IV
Luke Village, Ark. Div. 1
Sardis  Miss. Diy, 1V
El Dorado, Ark. Div, T & IV |
Region 10
Wenatchee, Wash. 0
Spokane, Wash. 0
Nelson, B, C. |
Kelowna, B. C. 1-0-S0
Oroville, Wash. 1-0-50
Seattle, Wash. 1-0-50
Seattle, Wash. (Gold Cup) I
Olympia, Wash. (0]
Devils Luke, Ore. [-0-50

REGION 11—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

4/12
4/19
4/26
5/10
5/10
a5/17
5/24
5/30
5/30
6/7
6/7
6/7
6/14
7/4
7/4
Tt
T/5
7/12

Clear Luke (Nice) SO
Lake Merced (S.F.) 0-S0L.
QOukland I
Friant Dam {Fresno) 1-O
Willows SO
Oroville 0-S0OL
Owens Lake (Modesto) I
Clear Luke (Lucerne} SO
Stockton, Calif. O & SO
Sacramento River I

Lake Calaro (San Jose) SO

Coyote Lake (Gilroy) 0O-SOL
Friant Dam ( Fresno) SO
Lake Merritt (Ouklind) I
Lodi 0-SOL
Clear Lake (Lakeport) i
Healdshurg 0-SOL, |

Donner Lake

Tl
/26
8/2
5/16
§/30
9/7

9/
9/19-20
10/4
11/1

11/6-7-8

Sacramento River i3
Shear Pin Club SO
Oakland il
Lake Yose ‘te (Mereed) T
[Tealdsburg 0-SOL
Lake Merritt (Oakland) 1
Clear Lake ( Nice) S0
Suisun-Fairfield 0-5C
Rio Vista 0-S()
Oukland SO
Lake Mereed (S.F.) 0

® Closed counrse rucing for 13 & E Rac. Run.,
POD, Crackers. while Satramento River S.
O, Marathon racers are up the river.

REGION 12—SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

4/12
4/26
5/3
5/4-10)

5/16-17
5/17
5/24
5/30
6/14
6G/14
6/21
6/28
/4
T/
T/5
T/19
7/26
8/2
8/8-9
8/9
8/23
G/
07
4/2()

1O/ 1T7-15-18)

10418
L0/ 25

T/26

5/50-31,6/1

518
G/T
9/6
O/
9/20)

8/1EJ

8/2 or 30 Pleasantville, N.J.

9/6
9/20
9/20
10/11

0-SOL | 1074

. Detroit; Mich.

Bakershield I
Lake Nalibn O
Parker, Arizona [
Blythe (Comp. &

Mile Trials) 50)
Sulton Sea (Mile Trials) 1
Bakersfield S0
Do Anza (San Diego) ()
Long Beuach 1
Lake Elsinore 1
Ling Beach )
Luke Elsinore SO
RBukersficld 0
Long Beach |
Santa Barbara ()
De Anza (San Dicgn) 50)
Lake Elsinore S50 .
Long Beach ( Hearst) 1
Sian Dicgo S50
Sun Dicgo 0)-50
Lake Elsinorve |
San Diego ()
Long Beach 1
Hansen Dam S0)
Sun Diego ()

Salton Sea |

Parker, Ariz. )-50) =
Blythe S -
p—
Region 14
Guntersville, Ala, |

N.O.A, DISTRICT 14

Knosville, ‘Tenn. Div, 1 & 11
Regiun 15

Benmmnaont, Eu\ I & )
Port Arthur, Tex. |
Denton, Tex. I
Ardmore, Okla. [
Port Arthur, Tex. [
Region 16
Caldwell, Idahio 1-0-50)
Salt Lake City, Utah 1-0)-50)
Cambridge, Neb. 1-SO)
Lil\.l'|:l|l(l (_:n]u, [-50)
Corinne, Utah (-50)
Cusper, Wyo, [-50)
Grand Lake, Colo. 1-50)
Denver, Colo. 1-50)
LaJunta  Colo. 1-SO
Burlington, Caolo. I-50
Delta, Utah 1-0)-50)
SO MARATHONS
Maodesto, Calif. 2 Miles
Solemons, Md. 2 Aliles

50 Niles
130 Nliles
92 Miles

? Miles
60O Miles
87 Miles
100 Niles

Albany, N. Y.
Neenah, Wis.
Sacramento, Culif,
Marysville, Mich.
']':'inn:lh:.‘v, Mich.
Peoria, 111

Gull Lake, Mich.
Trenton. AMich,
Oukland, Calif,

San Francisco, Calif.
Colorado River, Cal,

100 Miles
50 Miles

? Miles
. P Miles
115 Miles
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ANCHORAGE OUTBOARD CLUB OF
ALASKA—The 1953 racing scason will
be officially opened May 20th at Wasilla
Lake, Six classes are scheduled—"B” Stock
[Tydro und Utility, “C” Serv. Hydro, “D”
Stock Hydro and Utility, and Free-for-all,

Several new drivers will compete with
the veteruns of previous seasons. Lewis
Fitzgerald (who hails from Florida) will
try his skill against o ficld of “D” Stock
Hydro rigs.

Our biggest hydro class is “C” Service,
and will muaster a ficld of 8 to 10 boats,
Two prominent drivers, Joe Klouda and
Merle Young, have purchused new hulls
and will make this' cluss tough, Races wre
planncd for the following dates: May 30,
June 14 and 28, July 4, 12, 19 26, Aug,
9 and 22, Bill Oswald

MONTREAL, CANADA — Among the

major  powerboat attractions in o French

[ anaciv this year are the Vallevfield Re-
i ittt July 18 and 19, Shawinigan Falls,

s

Cluby,

Quebie on July 25 and 26 for inbonrds
and outhourds, und the “Silver Classic” .at
Montreal Stpt. 13—a 100 mile marathon
for inboard hydroplunes only, The  [irst
prize iy §L000, sccond prize $500, und
third prize 8300 plus o« beantiful silver
trophy for the winner, Dudley G, Reid

COWTOWN OUTBOARD RACING
ASSN.—Two outhourd racing events are
seheduled at Lake Worth, one April 19th
and the other in September, JTack Cruteher,
one of the dircctors, states the April race
will be sponsored by the Luke Worth
Lions Club. They are clearing a course by
removing old bridge picrs near the Gusing,
Both races will he sunctioned by the Na-
tionul Outbourd Assn, and the September
event will be o regional meet of the N.O.A,

Dad Clapper

WISCONSIN OUTBOARD RACING
ASSN.—A two day race will'be sponsored
in Oshkosh July 25th and 26th by the
Wisconsin - Outhoard  Racing  Assn.  All
classes of stock utilities will be run on
the 25th and rucing runabouts and hydro-
planes will compete on Sunday the 26th,

Ev Follett

KERN COUNTY BOAT CLUB — The
race  committee  and  members of  the
K.C.B.C, would like to extend their thanks
to everyone for helping put on such a

© nderful event at Bakersfield last year,

e are looking forward to the Second An-
nual Regatta April 12th at Hart Park.
There will be a breakfast for the officials
and racers this year at the park, and a
barbecue in the afternoon. A hearty wel-
come to all from the Kern County Boat
: Charm Paragary
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WINDING RIVER BOATING ASSN, —
We are preparing for our most active rac-
ing  season.  Driver members  are busy
grooming 37 outboard and inbourd ontfits
for the scason’s openers at Ocean City and
Pleasantville, N. J. and Elizabeth City, N,
Cuarolina over the Memorial Day weckend,

July 4th the WRB.A. will stage the
Region 3 APBA Divisionals for Stock Out-
boards on Laurel Luke, Millville, N. I
and on Labor Day a c¢ombination stock
outhoird and inboard event featuring the
136 Iydro Nationals on the swime marine
speedway. It ds also possible that Jersey
Speed Skiffs will be included in the Labor
Day program for the first time.

Juck Fisher, Jr.

VALLEYFIELD) BOATING CLUB —
Canuda's lurgest rogatta is staged in Val-
leyfield, Quebee, sunctioned by C.B.F. and
APBAL Each yeur more than 60,000 spec-
tators gather around beautiful St, Francis
By to see the races, The conrse is situated
in the center of the city, and draws over

200 vacers annually, among them many

well-known Americans.. This vear the Re-
gattu will tuke plice July 18 and 19, with
outhoard rucingSuturduy and inboards on
Sunday. ;

Officers of Valleyfield Boating Club for
1953 are: Geo. Andre Meloche, Conm,:
Leo G. Perron, Vice-Comm.; Gerald Meun-
ier, Pres. Lunes Haffey, Vice-pres; Eudore
Pilon, Treas.; and Vilda Filiatraule, Secy,

A cordial invitation is extended to all
racing enthusiasts to attend the Regatta,

V. Filiatrault,

SOLOMONS' OUTBOARD CLUB—The
fifth annual Patuxent River Marathon sanc-
tioned by the APBA, is to be held Sunday,
May 24th at Solomons, Md. This should
be known as the “Indianapolis Water Class-
ic” because it is a closed course marathon,
6 laps on an 8 mile course, about 50 miles.
Five classes will race for 5 trophies per
class, The course has been changed from
previous vears to provide a race with pro-
tected water, giving the drivers the smooth-
est possible racing, The drivers’ mechanics
and spectators who are seldom able to see
the major portion of a marathon will be
able to see 9/10ths of the ruce from the
pits. Mrs. Helen Hall

NORTH-SOUTII ASSOCIATION—The
important battle between Northern and
Southern drivers is set for May 30th and
31st and June 1st. This event will be held
at Fort Loudon Lake, 5 miles from down-
town Knoxville, Tenn. The “Yankees” und

“Rebels” will mect on even terms as far
as past performances in this annual event
go. The South took the big Capt. Waide
Hughes Trophy in 1951 and the North
took it in 1952, Bill Tenney of Dayton,
Ohio is present custodian of the trophy.

Due to the popularity of this event
among the drivers who wanted their classes
scheduled, the new sponsors have sched-
uled 2 days for the competition races, May
30 and 31, and Monday. June 1Ist for the
Mile Trials, In addition to the Hughes

Trophy, there will be other trophies, plus'

cash prizes in the amount of $2400. The
sponsors are the Knoxville Boat Club and
the Knoxville Jr, Chamber of Commierce.

NOR-WEST BOAT CLUB—The second
annual meeting of the Nor-West Boat Club
of Detroit found 83 members on its rolls,
Officers were elected as follows: Dick Har-
rown, Comm.; Tom Hatcher, Vice-comm. ;
Ray Sarkela, Scey. and  Ted Luttman,
Treas. . Our racing program for this yeiur
includes the APBA sanctioned Marysville,
Mich, Marathon on July 26th—u stock
outboard race of 60 miles in the St. Clair
River. Anyone interested in the sport of
motorboating is welcome to join our club.
Various activities are planned for non-
racing members, R Sarkela

NEW ORLEANS POWER BOAT ASSN.
—Fourteen new rigs have heen added to
the racing membership of this wssociation
since the close of the 1952 racing season,
Plans are under way to stage the 8th un-
nual Pan American Regatta on June 13
and 14 with 18 heats of racing scheduled
for both days. The highly prized “Regal
Perpetual Trophy” for 135’ now held Dy
J. A, Retif's Miss Nehi will be up lor the
sccond year of competition, From the
scuttlebutt thus far, it wouldn’t he surpris-
ing if some perpetual trophics for the out-
hourd classes were to be posted this year,

The Pan American Regatta this vear
rounds ont a fine three weeky of racing for
the wvisiting boatmen, with Port Arthur,
Texas going on June Tth, New Orleans
June 13-14 and Madisonville, La. on JTune
21, : Paul Schindler

LONG ISLAND STOCK OUTBOARD
ASSN. — New  officers clected for 1953
weres Al Rowe, Commodore, J. Crowther,
Vice-comm.; Bob Parmenter, Secy., Lonise
Rowe, Treas. A tentative race dute is sot
for May 17. The club is raffling o 1953
model 14, Ravean Utility Boat equipped
with 10 hp Mercury to e awarded July 4th,

NEEDLES BOAT RACING CLUB—
The 1933 racing season got under way
with a bang for Region 12 on Feh. 22nd
at Needles. Culif. 75 entries showed up
and the racing was excellont, Little Bobhby
Parrish in his A Runabout drove a1 beauti-
ful race to take first spot. Ronnie Rima
cleaned house in 3 classes and Buteh Reed
took the A Hydros hands down. All in all
it was a very successful regatti.

- U, 8. A. Rev-Stik

LOS ANCELES SPEEDBOAT ASSN.
—At a recent meeting Doc Ingalls gave
a resume of the combined meeting of Re-
gion 11 and 12 at Fresno. Friant Dam race
has been changed to May 10, June 14 our
club will hold a race at Long Beach spon-
sored by the Women's Club of South Gate,
San Dicgo has put in a bid for the Nation-
als in September, Finish Line

9
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'OUTBOARD
ENTHUSIAST

who enjoys the pulsing, deep-throated.staccatorythm of
RACI/ING MOT7TOR MUS/C.

sp??:uy desxgned ry M Ot' or's,

10 H.P,= $l0°°)

pIpER 25H P.- $0.‘?..°
EXHAUS'I' STACKL

lends speedy acceleration and a smooth, racy

drive so desired by every outboard owner.

PIPER RELIEVES BACK PRESSURE-
CAN BE CLOSED WHENNOT /N USE*=
DOES NOT DISTURE WATER COOLING.

WRITE TODAY FOR
RACING EQUIPMENT CATALOG

MARI NE
SUPPI..Y CoO.
14901 KERCHEVAL~GROSSE POINTE 30, MICHIGAN

Walt Dansie of Salt Lake City flipped his “D*" Hydro at the Stock Nationzls
at Oakland. Arvel Lankford made this terrific shot, With his back to the
action, Lankford heard Dansie’s motor “wind oul.” Sensing a flip, he
spun and shot blindly from the hip. Top photo of the year.

%’ﬂﬂﬂ

1953 NATIONALS

August 29-30-31
Syracuse, N.Y.

WIN WITH
SSHERT

SWIFT. WOODCRAFT, INC., Box 497, Mount Dora, Florida

racing hydroplanes

(For All Classes)

NINE National Championship titles and hundreds of wins
stand back of a performance record unequaled

by any other stock hydroplane

Preferred by champions
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DOWN UNUEK

Len Southward — Australasian Champion

-

i By BIG NIX

As each year goes by Len South-
ward of Wellington becomes more
firmly entrenched as the top man in
the game of boat racing in all Aus-
tralia. There can be little argument
on that point after a review of the
performance he has turned in over
recent weeks, [ gave a brief write
on him some months back with a
little information about Len and his
Redhead. Perhaps a little more is
now appropriate. Originally built as
a single step model, it was intended
mainly for competitive racing with
eyes on the Masport and Griffiths
Cups, handsome trophies which go
to the annual winner of the N Z and
Australasian open titles. In this form
and powered by Allison, the hull
performed reasonably well but a
change was made in under water
shape to convert her to a three
pointer style. The extra sponsons
were built onto the step, but kept
inside the existing hull dimensions,
and were faced with sheet stainless.
From there on Len progressed. by
steps and stairs to raise the record
to 96 mph as previously recorded,
practically all the extra coming from
improved wheel design and figures.

During February I went down to
the capital city on my annual visit
to the rifle shooting champs, and
having a clue that something special
might be doing, I shot straight out
to Evan’s Bay club house to see
what was what. Sunday morning at
that hour is always a pretty quiet
time, any sign of life is expected
only from boaties and milkmen. Sure
enough things were under way, time

Redhead, the first boat in Australasia to top the century mark.
Len Southward is pictured here with several of his trophies.

keepers, slip attendants, surveyors,
even the press, all on the job. The
water looked good, dead flat, with
just the reflection gone, no wind at
all, which is just about historical for
“Windy” Wellington. A dull sky
with promise of heat later. This
stretch of water is a longish bay in
the southern part of the main harbor,
the traps are laid out tucked in close
under steep hills which run right
down to the water’s edge. Hundreds
of cars lined the one mile run right
around as far as the Air Force quart-
ers at Shelly Bay. Here a solitary air-
man was engaged in an interesting
experiment—{feeding immense quan-
tities of cheese to a co-operative sea-
gull, Rather intriguing thatl

First run was started from way
out in the main harbor, going by us
at the first mark well up and riding
very steady, Way down the far end
a tremendous shower of spray float-
ed down, marking a rough spot but
no damage. Back again within a few
minutes. Much quicker figuring
showed 98 point something, a new
record but not yet the century Len
was looking for. A prop. change to
something finer with bigger dia-
meter and another run. Coming up
for this one, the big Allison sounded
faster, the hull appeared to be
further up before he disappeared in
the distance. Just at this stage, as
the return run was starting, two nit-
wits in a dingy motored out from
the shore creating quite a wash fair
across the course. Calls by P.A. sys-
tem from the Civil Aviation ‘control
launch failed to impress them any—

“To Il with you, were going fish-
ing.” Nice people. Then from the
other side a type in a rowing skiff
paddled out bringing on a second
attack of the sweats. Len screamed
through well clear though, having
run further out this time on the re-
turn, More figures and a slide rule
merchant gave us the good news
just as Len gets ashore; still dry as
a bone with those natty striped pants
looking so odd for this occasion,
101.26 mph is the new record and
Len’s face just about split with the
famous Southward grin. He was a
happy man that day. A few figures

1 got from him afterwards — 55

inches of boost, 2650 rpm applied
through a 3 1/7 to 1 box.

Only a few weeks back the an-
nual open titles were held, also in
Wellington and again, for the fifth
year in a row I think, Redhead prov-
ed far too good for any opposition
offering. A crowd estimated at
10,000 saw Len take these covetted
trophies with ease, covering the 15
mile Masport Cup course in 13 min.
38 sec., with Pam Palmers’ Stingree
in second place and Olie Smith in
the tiny Dodge powered Scramble
third, The Griffiths Cup heats re-
sulted in straight wins for Redhead
in 10 min. 1 sec. and 10 min, 5 sec.
for the distance. Auckland’s only
entry continued her run of bad luck
in these events, for the second year
failing to finish.

Len Southward’s name must be-
come part of our history, first man
in this area to break the century,
and even now his record of wins in
both the big events is going to be
darned hard to equal, let alone bet-
ter. It’s a great pity we have no Hall
of Fame or Hundred Mile an Hour
Club to which we could have the
great pleasure of adding the name
of our top man of racing.

Len Southward, in helmet and jacket, receives congratulations
from SPEED and SPRAY’S New Zealand correspondent, Big Nix.




Jim Coulbourn set a

B Stock Runabout record.

Hagood with his Mercury-Swift combination hit the five miles for 48 plus and a new record in

B Stock Hydro.—Photo courtesy Kiekhaefer,

LAKELAND ORANGE CUP

By JOE SWIFT

Photos by Perkins

The annual outboard and inboard
tournament on Lake Hollingsworth
at Lakeland, Florida, held this year
on the last day of January and the
first day of February, was marked
by an outstanding rash of new out-
board records as well as the first ap-
pearance of stock rigs in competition
with the “cast iron” lads. Both situa-
tions are quite deserving of consid-
ered comment, not because it is un-
usual for records to tumble at Lake-
land or because the “stocks” prom-
ise to obsolete any of the “racing”
powerplants, but when a new com-
petition mark goes on the board in
all but two classes, and when two

strange dogs begin sleeping in the
same bed, it's time we all sat down
under the trailer box and took heed.

In the first place, Lakeland always
invites the tops in competition dur-
ing the Florida circuit. The lads
know that the Lakeland course is
fast, that Lakeland hospitality runs
rampant at regatta time, that the
facilities are all a chap could ask for
and that a “going concern” has a
good chance to prove to all and sun-
dry that boasting about torrid miles
per hour was not just idle pit talk.
So when you see-the rigs stacked in
the slots along the beach you can
be assured that a big majority of
them are a heap warmer than “luke.”

Let’s take a look at what happen-
ed. The first bang of the cannon
brought out a full house of sixteen
B-Stock Runabouts that made a
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show like the Nationals. Two hapless

throttle squeezers made with huge
wing-dings in the mob around the
first buoy, but the rest of the field
galloped around the five mile tour
on the heels of veteran Jim Coul-
bourn, the Burlington, N. J., bomb
who wheeled his Mercury powered
Sideraft to a new competition aver-
age of 45.918. Except for Charlie
Lovelace of Tampa who clipped it
off at 44.493, Jim was a full three
miles per hour faster than the rest
of the field. This is just an example
of patient testing, good propeller
selection, careful boat care and ex-
perienced driving. Since Jim's boat
and engine both passed all inspec-
tion, those who shout “cheat” when
a rig runs off and hides from them
should think twice. Better still, they
should take the job of getting fast
a little more seriously and concen-
trate on the things that really count
in making a rig “go”.

The A-Stock Hydroplanes were
dominated by Al Cali driving a KG-
4 clamped to a four-point Hadley,
but this was one of the two classes
run on Saturday in which nothing
spectacular was jotted down on the
books. None of the A’s, either Cali
or Chris Erneston driving a KG-4
powered Swift and trading first
places in the two heats, could push
their outfits over the old mark.

Seven devices answered the call
to post when the A-Racing Hydro-
planes had their turn on the circle.
It was this event that marked the
beginning of a new era in outboard
racing and was the point at which
the strange dogs began sharing the
same bed. Out of the seven rigs,
three of them were Stocks being
driven in their first legal contest with
the old-line racing engines. It was
also during this grind that one of
the most aged outboard records fell
under the snarling onslaught of Doug
Creech’s screeching A-Racing outfit,
a combination that we observed as
long ago as the 1952 Nationals as
being the hottest alternate firing job
it had been our pleasure to watch in
a long time. Doug toured the five
miles at 47.594 in the first heat and
47,569 in the second heat, just to
prove that he could be consistent.
That put an old score to bed that
had been on the shelf since 1941 and
serves to prove that we don't have
to have new engines, new lower units
and new rules to go faster than the
boys did twelve years ago.

It might be propitious at this point
to give some of the more eager read-
ers the word as to how the A-Stock
rigs fared against their more boister-
ous elders. Out of the seven pos-
sible places, stocks finished fourth,
fifth and sixth. Creech’s A-Racing rig

National Champion Sherm Crichfleld took the D-E Runabouts into camp.—Charles Marshall phoié.

was approximately six miles per hour
faster on the five mile tour than his
nearest A-Stock rival, This, however,
must be qualified by further obser-
vation, to wit: all stocks run at Lake-
land had to run in strict accordance
with the Stock spec sheet since the
permitted modifications with regard
to running them in the racing classes

had not yet been worked out by the

various Commissions. Lakeland has
a circular course, and the Stocks,
with their high gear ratio, slow down
considerably when they have to run
in a crimp. Our prediction is that
the Stocks, once permitted the en-
ergizing pleasures of open exhaust
and a little advantageous hacking

Ray Gassner tewing in after his flip reported
that only his feelings were hurt,

After Ritner's accident. The sober faced contestants decided to finish the program,
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Connie McDowell, Queen of the Southland

Sweepstakes Regatta, presents the Maas Bros.

trophy to 266 driver Bob Rowland.

Lere and there, will afford some
dangerous competition on any course
that provides the straightaways they
need on which to get winding. Tt is
the transfusion that the Racing class-
es have long needed, and from here
on out we hope to see much less of
the four and five boat fields that have
been plaguing the Racing classes
and sending the cash customers
home mumbling about their money’s
worth.

When the sixteen B-Stock Hydro-
planes finished sorting the men from
the boys in a pair of five mile jaunts,
it was Tommy Hagood, driving his
KG-7 powered Swift, who claimed a
new Competition record of 48,232,
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Chas. Lloyd, 135 winner at St. Pete.

Here again we find the top man
nearly three miles per hour better
than the rest of the field, most of it
by virtue of the “right combination”
found only after hours of tiresome
and patient test work and many
hours over the pitch-blocks. We
might also observe, for those who
are interested, there were four Rac-
ing-B’s in later heats that ran slower.
even though the top Racing-B was
a fat five miles better,

While we are on the subject, we
might as well tell you about those
Racing-B's and the beginning of
“Tenney Day” at Lakeland. Bill Ten-
ney, the Dayton maniac who keeps
racing engine wizard Walt Blanken-

Guy Lombardo is back this year with a new boat. The maestro had. fough luck at §t, Pere.

stein of Kansas City busy seven
months out of twelve putting the
heat in his irons, broke three com-
petition records in three classes in
six heats of driving in one afternoon.

With the exception of Paul Wearly, |

the Muncie speed merchant, we have
never seen a man so hot in such a
wide variety of devices. Bill folded
himself into his Fillinger three-point,
snatched his SR into life and went
out for the B-Hydro tour at a neat
53.635 average for the five miles,
and that in competition with ten
other rigs.

After Bill had turned his “B” over
to Inspector Eldredge, he then fold-
ed his bones into his DeSilva run-
about with his PR-65 clamped there-
to and smoked off the twelve other
entries at the record setting clip of
07.142, This was seven miles an hour
faster than some of his competition
and a fat four miles better than the
nearest boat to him, You can well
imagine that he was back in the pits
and eating a hot-dog by the time the
rest of the field finished.

All of which brings us to the next
Tenney episode. “Hairbreadth Har-
ry” Nicodemus from South Bend al-
most spilled Tenney's apple-cart in
C-Hydroplane by setting a new com-
petition record in the first heat at
59,920, but he hung onto the mark

for only nineteen short minutes. |

Tenney came back playing “lock-
throttle” all the way, and managed
a brisk 60.729 for the full five miles.
Anyone who may doubt that his
Neal three-point was flying need
only ponder what such a figure
means down a long straightaway,
the feature that Lakeland lacks, Un-
fortunately, in the mile trials at Lake
Alfred seventeen days later Tenney’s
PR came unglued all over the place,
and we will never know what that
engine could have cooked over the
five-two-eighty,

Except for an unspectacular C-
Service event, and a FREE-FOR-
ALL won by a happy Jack Lockhart
of Bedford, Indiana, the program at
Lakeland was concluded in a cloud
of Tenney glory. That evening, how-
ever, his triumphs were forgotten in

' the face of the annual buffet supper,

always fit for a king. Last year we
went into raptures over the food
served at the Lakeland Yacht and
Country Club, and this year we
can't remember the superlatives we
used, but they still apply. We've
said this before too . . . If you guys
don’t get to Lakeland next year, you
sure have missed the best boat race
of the season!

Sunday was inboard day. Tt was
good hot racing all the way. No
records were set and there were no

Nowvy



spills. Bill Engle took the D-E Ser-
vice Runabouts into camp in straight
heats and Sherm Crichfield did like-
wise in the C-D-E Racing Run-
abouts. The Committee decreed only
one heat each for the 48 and 225
Hydro classes due to a short entry
list. Jimmy Orr took the 48 trophy
and Lee Ray was the 225 winner.
Sonny Jones won the 48 Runabout
crown in straight heat. Arden Bo-
zarth and E. A. Letarde were the
split heat winners in 135 with the
trophy going to the former by virtue
of the best time, 69.178 mph.

Several of the 266's failed to get
into-the water for the first heat due
to launching congestion, which put
the capper on what had all the ear-
marks of a terrific battle. Ray Gass-
ner copped the first heat at 75 mph
flat. Frank Foulke, who didn’t make
the first stanza, won the second one
at a shade over 78, the fastest time
turned in the day's events.

The program wound up with the
traditional Free-For-All, won by Dee
Kiesacker driving Tommy Gore’s
Miami Boy.

LAKE ALFRED

Doc Frawley, king of the M Hydro
drivers, was the big noise at the an-
nual Valencia Regatta at Lake Al-
fred. While the Lakeland course
was yielding up outboard records
one after another, Doc achieved the
distinction of being the only driver
to get over record speed on the
permanently piped Lake Alfred oval.
He raised his own five mile M Hydro
competition record to a new high of
89.045 mph.

Bill Tenney, the Dayton, Ohio
flash, who had set three new records
at Lakeland on the previous day,
couldn’t better any of his perform-
ances on this course, but he came
out smelling like a rose with six first
places.

The inboard competition was a
one-sided show, with three drivers
copping both heats in the three
major events of the day . . . Bobby
Boureq 185’s, Frank Kirwan 48s, and
Carl Widenhouse 266%. J. H. Smith
protested that Widenhouse cut a
buoy in the second heat and the pro-
test will be passed on to the APBA
Racing Commission. David Norton,
of Toronto, Canada, won the single
heat for 225%s. Dick Ely from Tampa
was the only casualty of the day. He
emerged from the flip of his 135
uninjured.

Pits at the Southland Sweepstakes Regatta.

First heat of the 266's at St Petes. Bill Ritner in the foreground, Ray Gassner leading the field
and Dee Keisacker trailing.
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SOUTHLAND SWEEPSTAKES

By LONNIE BURT

Photos by Robert Leahey

A near tragedy dampened the
spirits of 15,000 spectators on hand
for the 15th Annual Southland Re-
gatta at St. Petersburg, Fla., Feb.
7-8, but it by no means hindered the
event from being one of the most
successful ever held in the city of
sunshine and year-round sports.

Bill Ritner, 41-year old Merion,
Pa, driver, lost his right arm when
his 266 cubic inch hydroplane flip-
ped, flinging him into Lake Mag-
giore’s brackish waters in the path of
D, C. Keisacker’s Miami Boy. The
propeller of Keisacker’s boat severed
Ritner’s arm at the shoulder. Bill
made a miraculous recovery, leaving
the hospital after two weeks of trans-
fusions and prayers, and vowing that
although he can never race again, he
will be one of the thrilling sport’s
most avid spectators.

The accident occurred during the
final heat of the 266s, some 100 yards
beyond the starting line. Ritner’s
Big Wa-Wa flashed by the timers’
table, bore into the approach to the
first turn, then sailed straight up.
Keisacker, behind Ritner, swerved to
avoid the stricken Big Wa-Wa, and
in so doing, overturned his own
craft. It was Keisacker who held the
unconscious, bleeding Ritner above
water until a power boat picked
them both out of the lake ancﬁ] sped
Ritner to an ambulance.

Bob Rowland, the Norfolk, Va,
speedster, went on to win the heat,
Rowland later commented, “If T had
known what had happened, I'd nev-
er have finished the race”.

Ritner required five transfusions
—nearly a complete replacement of
the body’s blood capacity—before
an operation could be performed,
Conscious only momentarily during
the following two days, Ritner ney-
ertheless made an astounding recoy-
ery, emerging from Petersburg’s
Mound Park hospital nearly as happy
and fit as he was the day he checked
in for the regatta.

For Rowland, the Southland was
sheer gravy. The tall, dark-haired

Bill Tenney cleaned house in Florida—four new world records. The man in the water is the

racer captured the two heats of the
266 race and literally walked off
with the Sweepstakes, climaxing the
two-day affair. Rowland drove his
You-All 76.088 miles per hour over
the six lap mile Sweepstakes route.
C. A. Widenhouse, Concord, N. C.,
finished behind Rowland with Wil-
liam Linss" Briar-Hopper taking the
third spot.

St. Petersburg’s Bo Selden surpris-
ed the huge Sunday throng by cap-
turing the C inboard racing run-
about national title. He upset the
favored Les Trafton, another Sun-
shine City 1esident, by winning the
second heat after Trafton had cop-
ped the first. Seldon’s-best time was
54.97, almost two miles an hour bet-
ter than Trafton’s.

In the other race involving a na-
tional championship, St. Petersburg’s
Bill Orr tooled his 91 cubic inch
hydro, Dragon Junior, over the
course at a 51.253 m.p.h clip, ahead
of Sammy Crooks and Bert Me-
Intyre, also of St. Petersburg.

Probably the biggest upset of Sun-
day’s racing evolved when Miami’s
Sam Griffith pushed his Vixen to a
victory in the Class C and E racing
runabouts event. To do it, Griffith
had to beat the best, Sherm Crich-
field, St. Pete’s Gulf Hall of Famer,
and he did it with surprising ease.

Griffith swooped through and past
the field in the last two heats. Critch-
field won the opener, but couldn’t
cope with Griffith after that. The
Miamian’s best time was 61,308,
racked up in the second heat.

The choppy, gust-swept waters of
Lake Maggiore held down record-
breaking speeds. Saturday’s racing
had to be cut short after five heats
because of rain, moving 18 schedul-
ed events onto Sunday’s already
loaded program.

Probably the main disappoint-
ment, from the fans’ viewpoint, came
when Guy Lombardo, the speedboat
enthusiast whose band some people
are sure is the greatest this side of
Gabriel, didn’t get to race his newly
built Tempo Junior. Guy took the
massive boat out for a test run in the
morning and threw a rod, thus pre-
cluding an appearance by the Tempo
Junior in the Sweepstakes. After Rit-

mechanical wizard, Walf Blankenstein, who makes the Tenney motors tick.
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ners unfortunate accident, Guy’s
good friend, Frank Foulke, loaned
the band leader his boat to race in
the Sweepstakes, thinking this would
put some lost spirit back into the
crowd.

Lombardo took Folke’s boat . out
for a few test runs, not having raced
the course before. Dame Fortune
sti.] wouldn’t cooperate. Guy roared
around the triangular course a
couple of times and came into the
pits ‘with a hole in the bottom of
the boat. He later explained that he
must have hit a piece of floating
debris from Ritner’s ill-fated craft.

Guy had to call it quits for this
year but assured the crowd that he
would be back next year.

S. E. Jones of Miami, had things
his own way in the 48 cubic inch
hydroplane events. He waltzed
across the finish line first in all three
heats while recording his best time
in the final at 51.4 miles per hour,

Sin, with Charles Lloyd at the
wheel, was the victor in the 185 hy-
droplane event. He finished second
in the first heat on Saturday; third
in the second heat on Sunday and
won the final heat.

C. G. Hunter, Columbus, Ohio
racer, took top honors in the 225
class by virtue of his first place in
the opening heat plus second in the
final. Hunter's Miss Columbus finish-
ed behind My Ambition, driven by
Robert Schroder, in the second heat,
but Schroder had run out of the
money in the opener to give Hunter
the title on points.

The Southland drew a record en-
try of 125 boats which made it the
most successful ever held in St. Pet-
ersburg. Regatta Chairman Dick
Winning promised an even bigger

one in 1958.

BISCAYNE BAY
BY LUTHER EVANS
Photes by Bill Kuenzel

This was the 40th Annual Biscayne
Bay Powerboat Regatta. Seldom has
this ‘racing event been launched
more successfully than on Friday,
Feb. 13, when three outboard drivers
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and one inboard pilot shattered
world speed records in mile trials.
Inclement weather that has plag-

ued the Miami Jaycees regatta in

years past landed another haymaker
this year. Before the 1953 renewal
was completed . . . 24 hours late . ..
old hands were probing their mem-
ory to recall a Biscayne Bay regatta
that was plagued more by bad
weather.

The opening gun of Saturday’s
outboard competition was delayed
three hours by torrential rain and
wind squalls. When the heavens
finally relented, only 13 of 18 sched-
uled “kicker” contests could be run

" off. The course, in the meantime,

had been shortened and relocated
further north along the inland wat-
erway bordering Haulover Beach
Park, a strip of land separating Bis-
cayne Bay from the Atlantic on
upper Miami Beach. The emergency
course was not measured; thus,
speeds could not be determined.
Two heats each in the A and B
Hydro divisions, plus the free-for-
all, were re-scheduled for 10:30
Sunday morning and preceding fea-
tured inboard races.

Came Sunday and winds soaring
as high as 38 miles per hour! After
a five-hour postponement, officials
managed to squeeze in three out-
board duels—one heat each for the
postponed events, Seeing the tiny
outboards remain upright, most in-
board owners favored competing,
asking a double payoff for one heat
in every class. The officials didn’t
see it that way and decided to post-
Sone the entire program until Mon-

ay.

Patience apparently has its re-
ward, for Monday brought ideal
weather—sunshine-blessed and with
only a small ripple on the course.
However, a few of the inboard en-
trants had abandoned hope by this
time and were among the missing,
leaving small fields in all divisions.

The Regatta proved one point—
Salton Sea is no longer the only
mecca for record aspirants — not
after elevén records in two regattas
have been claimed over Miami’s
“borrowed” mile at Hollywood
Beach. Seven standards were bet-
tered during the recent Orange Bowl
Regatta program, although four of
the record claims were rejected be-
cause in each instance. the equip-
ment had not previously qualified
to attempt a record assault. Now,
over this same well protected course
which is not more than 100 yards

wide, four more records have fallen,

all of them officially approved this
time.

Bill (Hot Pilot) Tenney started
the latest assault by breaking the
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The 48 Runabouts at West Palm Beach.

Californian Rich Hallet won the designer’s duel
from his competitor Henry Lauterbach.

A close finish in the “E‘s’. Sam Griffith in the Vixen winning over Ivan Tarbert's Pirate.

Chris Erneston’s B Stock winner.
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oldest record in the books . . . the
B Hydro record of 57,234 miles per
hour established in 1940 by Jack
Henckels at Salton Sea. Tenney,
fresh from posting three records just
two weeks earlier at Lakeland, urg-
ed his Hornet XII over the measurec
mile at an average speed of 57.604
mph. He traveled 57.143 on the
opening lap and returned at 58.065
mph. The 37-year-old Dayton, Ohio
veteran who “Sold my business and
decided to win some races” also
scored a near miss in the C Hydro
division. Aiming at the record of
65.084 mph, he went South at 64,295
mph and came back at 65,099 , , .
failing to break the record by a nar-
row margin,

To what does Tenney credit his
sudden success? “Hard work, a good
boat, and -a perfectly tuned motor—
for which I owe thanks to my me-
chanic, Walt Blankenstein,” “Top
notch driving,” quickly reminded
Blankenstein, “is just as necessary
as top equipment.”

“I don't think there is any mile
outboard record that can’t be brok-
en,” continued Tenney, “despite the
fact that some people say we've got
as much speed now as can be ob-
tained, It's just a matter of taking
the time to concentrate on your
boat. We were at Lake: Alfred for
two weeks before breaking those
three records.”

Bill Engle, Washington, Pa., sped
to an E service inboard runabout
record of 56,066 mph, but the ef-
fort was immediately protested by
Sam duPont of Wilmington, Dela-
ware, duPont maintained Engle’s
Miss Me does not meet the specifi-
cations of an E service class boat,
His beef will be heard by the APBA
at a later date. While Engle was
bouncing to his disputed record, the
former holder of the standard, Joe
Mascari of New Hyde Park, N. Y.,
was riding as “co-pilot,” The 49-
year-old Pennsylvanian was clocked
at 55.795 on his south run and 56.338
going north. When they entered the
pits, Mascari shook Engle’s hand,
then, true to tradition, tossed him
overboard,

The A outboard hydro record fell
to Bob Cramer of Fort Myers, Fla.
as his diminutive outfit zipped the
mile at 51.865 mph, removing the
former best of 50.851 mph establish-
ed by Elgin Gates in 1952,

18

Jim Coulbuorn of Burlington, N.
J.» who has been bruising his knees
in outboards for two decades, had:
to battle late afterncon tide in log-
ging a B Stock Runabout record.
After going downstream at. 51.064
mph, he saw the current restrict him
to 48,522 on the return voyage. That
still averaged up to 49.793. The
former mark was 49.459. Coul-
bourn’s effort was a fine follow-up
to a record-breaking competitive
achievement at Lakeland.

All told, more than 50 runs were
made during the all-day trials. Top
speed was 114.744, turned in by
Louis Nuta, Jr. of Miami in Howard
Johansen’s 266 hydro Mivmaster. It
was well below the 122.039 which
Nuta posted on Dec. 30th in the
same boat. That speed failed to be
recognized, you will remember, be-
cause a stoved-in bottom prevented
Nuta from finishing among the top
three in the Orange Bowl regatta’s
266 heats to qualify his record: run,

The postponement was not the
only factor taking the edge off the
Biscayne Bay classic’s inboard com-
petition. Bill Ritner’s tragic loss of
his right arm at St. Peterburg the
previous weekend definitely threw
a damper on the Grapefruit Circuit,
It was understandably difficult for
any driver to continue racing with
unabated enthusiasm after witness-
ing that accident. Many of the ex-
pected drivers skipped this regatta
and returned to their homes in the
north,

For the enthusiasts who know rac-
ing well, the inboard competition
was worth sweating out. They saw
W. C. (Curt) Martens of Hampton,
Va. prove that his Mar-Bel is a 266
to be considered henceforth with re-
spect as Curt won the free-for-all
over a small but select fleet. They
saw Miamian D. C. Keisacker, who
had been involved in the horrible
accident with Ritner nine days earl-
ler, prove his fortitude by driving
to victory with Miami Boy in the
266 division. They saw Rich Hallett
prove—for one day at least—that his
Holiday was superior to Henry Laut-
erbach’s Special in a 135 duel match-
ing the nation’s foremost hydroplane
hull designers.

Martens, who four summers ago
at 38 years of age watched a hydro
race and decided “I'd like to drive
one of those,” drove his Mar-Bel to

a victory of redemption. Curt, who
knocked on the door by taking heats
at Red Bank and Salton Sea during
recent months, has never scored a

more satisfying triumph, not even -
when he reigned with a US-1 135,

“I wanted to prove that my boat
could run, something that has been
questioned on the circuit,” said the
handsome building contractor, “I've
had tough luck—knocking a hole in
the bottom at Lakeland and break-
ing an oil line at St. Petersburg.”
There was proof enough after Mar-
Bel took the lead from Keisacker ag
they heeled around the buoys on the
airpin first turn, Keisacker finished
the race in the toll of a non-menac-
ing runnerup while Hallett, with su-
perb maneuvering of his slower 135
on each turn, prevented Dr, William
Linss’ Briar Hopper from overtaking
him,

In putting together a first and
seconj to annex 266 honors, “Dee”
Keisacker earned the admiration of
every person who knew his story.
Just a year ago, the veteran of 20
years of boat, auto and motorcycle
races, was hauled from the water
and hospitalized with a mangled
back, at first believed broken.

And, unfortunately, it was the pro-
peller of Dee’s Miami Boy that sey-
ered Ritner’s arm after the former's
hydro overturned at St. Pete and
pitched Bill in the path of Keisack-
er'’s speed hydro. After saving Rit-
ner from drowning, by swimming to
his aid as he slumped unconscious
with his head below water, Dee was
pulled from the water with momen-
tary paralysis in his legs. Yet here
he was back—back to run away with
a non-sanctioned D-L. Family run-
about heat in Saturday’s outboard
events—and back to steal the lead
and the race in the opening 266 vOoy-
age with a “sick” boat that wasn't
turning close to its potential,

Returning to the story of the 266
race, Dick McGinley, driving Fido
finished a surprise 2nd to Miami Boy
in the first heat when Martens
dropped out with motor trouble.
Linss snared third place with De-
troit’s Jack Bartush 4th in his new
Keyko Kid II, the first 266 in Amer-
ica with a vertical stabilizer.

In winning the second heat, Mar-
tens left in his wake, in order, Kei-
sacker, Linss, McGinley and Bartush,

Since his Dodge powerplant had
not arrived and this was the Keyko
Kid's maiden race, Bartush was far
from dissatisfied. “She still needs
some tuning,” Bartush said. “We
never did get her riding right this
afternoon. But I'll tell you this, that
vertical fin assures you the straight-
est, levelest ride you've ever had. I

believe the boat (designed by Bill
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DeLinko) will be great, especially on
the straightaways. It will be worth
watching in mile trials.”
135’s—Hallett, making his local
debut, had things all his own way.
After sweeping out of the wake of
Charles Lloyd's Sin to take the first
heat, he toyed with a six-boat feet
in the second trip. Lauterbach,
meanwhile, was forced to settle for
fourth place behind Sid Street’s Gee
Whiz in the initial stanza, He moved
up to second in heat No. 2, but
wound up third for the day. Lloyd
had a second and third for his efforts.

48 Runabouts — S. E. (Sonny)
Jones of Miami made it seven suc-
cessive heat victories on the circuit
by sweeping both heats with Lil
Steve.

48 Hydros — W. H. Harrison of
Norfolk, driving the US-1 which he
owns jointly with T. J. Bain, man-
aged to outrun Miami’s Jimmy Orr
in two fiercely fought contests.

E Racing Runabout—In an all-
Miami struggle, Ivan Tarbert com-
piled the fastest overall time to edge
Sam Griffith as both logged a first
and a second. It was Tarbert’s sec-
ond regatta with Pirate, purchased
recently from Cosby Hodges.

There wasn't a single spill among
the inboards, in comparison with a
half-dozen during Saturday’s: rough
going with the outboards. The most
spectacular and most serious acci-
dent of the regatta resulted in Bob
Hadley of Gulfport, Fla. being
knocked unconscious and the bow
of his D stock hydro splintered.
Hadley was pitched, cannon-shot
fashion, some 20 feet when his
speedster hit the wake of an un-
identified cruiser voyaging brazenly
through the course that had been
closed to traffic by the Coast Guard.
Hadley was in second place and
hitting better than 60 when the ac-
cident occured. He found it difficult
to believe a boat’s wash had done
so much damage, “Maybe I hit some-
thing in the water,” he said while
gingerly massaging bruised ribs. “Tt
felt like a brick wall. I flipped seven
times last year and never was knock-
ed out. The first thing I knew this
time I was floating in the bay, far
away from my boat.”

The big man of the day in the
Stock Outboard events was Wally
Smith of St. Cloud, Fla., who won
in two classes. He borrowed fellow
townsman Wally Bjork’s A Stock
Hydro to shade Charlie Lovelace of
Tampa for first place honors, then
came back to sweep both D Stock
heats.

A true tough luck character was
Tovelace. By the slender margin of
seven Seconds, he missed winning
two divisions, After he and Chris

Lt

Trophy presentation at Miami. Left to right Rich Hallett (135), Henry Pohl, Jaycee Race Committee
Chairman with the 266 Trophy, Dee Kaisacker (266) and Curt Martens (Free-for-all).

The new Lauterbach 135.

Sam Griffith in the E boat Vixen.
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Finally getting Miami Boy run-
ning, Keisacker just missed climax-
in% a come-from-behind try as he
fell a bit short of overhauling J. H.
Smith, veteran Miami driver, 5

In the second heat, Martens took —

Bill Engle set a new E Service Runabout record—accepting congratulations here from former record
holder Joe Mascari, who rode as mechanic with Engel on his record trip. i

T

Erneston of West Palm Beach each
registered a first and a second in the
B Stock Hydros, Erneston was de-
clared the winner because his win-
ning time was four seconds faster
than that of Lovelace. "Twas the
same story in A Stocks. Smith’s open-
ing heat trip was three seconds
quicker than Lovelace’s performance
in the second.

The irrepressible Tenney captured
both C Hydro events after winding
up second best to Miami’s Buddy
Smith in the C Racing Runabouts.
Smith had a first and a second as
compared to Tenney’s first and third,
BU Runabout honors went to Tom
Vellanti, Miami.

Oh, yes! Those fellows over there
in the corner on their knees are the
Miami Jaycees, praying for- mercy
from weather for the 1954 Biscayne
Bay Regatta.

WEST PALM BEACH

BY LUTHER EVANS
Photos .I:y Bill Kuenzel

Florida’s annual Grapefruit Cir-
cuit ended at West Palm Beach Sun-
day, Feb. 22, but there were so few
“name” drivers and such small fields,
that it was stretching a point to dig-
nify the so-so competition with the
title of 46th annual George Wash-
ington Birthday regatta.

Take the free-for-all as a prime
example: Supposed to be the after-
noon’s feature, it lured only two
boats—Miami Boy, a 266 hydro pi-
loted by Miamian D. C. Keisacker
and Who Dat, a 135 handled by Don
Wilson of Cincinnati, Keisacker won
the two-boat farce at half-speed
after Who Dat had temporarily brok-
en down on the second lap. ;

To make matters worse, the weath-
er refused to cooperate. A stron;r.,r
southeast breeze ripped Lake Worth
into a hazardous goth and ground
swells forced the drivers to exercise
an abundance of caution.

The sponsoring Palm Beach Yacht
Club had removed much of the his-
toric event’s lustre by abandoning
outboard races and carving the
customary two-day program to one
afternoon. In addition, they provid-
ed no entertainment for the contest-
ants, seemingly being more concern-
ed with getting the regatta over
than making it worthwhile.

The regatta did serve to stretch
the winning streak of W. Curtis
Martens’ hot 266 Mar-Bel.to four
successive heats. Winner of the sec-
ond 266 voyage and the subsequent
free-for-all in the previous week-
end’s Biscayne Bay regatta, Martens
laughed at a combined field of 266's
and 185’s in two more contests, Hos-
ing down the cowl-less Miami Boy
at the opening 266 race’s start, he
looked back most of the five miles
while winning in the snail’s pace of
49.861 miles per hour.

Start of the 2665 at Miami, Note the air fin on the Keyko Kid, far right in the phote.

the wraps off Mar-Bel, despite the
dangerous chop, bouncing over the
course at the day’s top speed of
68.129 mph. By finishing second,
Keisacker earned second place in
overall standings.

A nicked propeller prevented
Martens from competing in the free-
for-all of a curtailed schedule work-
ed out at the last minute by the
referee, ex-American Powerboat As-
sociation president Jack Horsley of
Miami,

The day’s No. 1 thrill was pro-
vided several thousand spectators
when Dick Lindheimer of Miami
overturned with his Wilbur Flicker
while leading the 48 cu. in run-
abouts into the first turn. Lindheim-
er, though narrowly avoided by fel-
low-Miamian James Sutton, escaped
without injury. His boat, however,
sank and wasn’t located and raised
until the following day.

With good fortune as his co-nilot,
Miami’s Ivan Tarbert snared E rac-
ing runabout honors for the second
straight week on the basis of com-
piling the best time. Both Tarbert,
driving his recently purchased Pi-
rate, and Sherman Crichfield of St.
Petersburg with Hell's Angel logged
a first and a second in the C-E rac-
ing runabout duels.

Al Kirwan of Fort Lauderdale
survived frequent challenges to win
both 48 hydro heats. John McKeever
of Silver Springs, Md., one of the
few remaining out-of-state drivers,

-grabbed second money:.

Both 48 runabout tests were taken
by Sutton as the rough going helped
bring to a halt the seven-race win-
ning streak of Miami’s S, E. (Sonny)
Jones. George Watkins of Miami
was runnerup in the seven boat fleet,

biggest of the afternoon.

Miamians made the havhazard re-
gatta possible. Without their turn-
ing out in dgoodly numbers, the off-
icials would have badly outnumber-
ed the contestants.




FROM STOCK HYDRO™™==
~ TO ITALIAN PT BOAT

-/

CANTIERE LARTANT
s iy
e ‘cu“ N‘
. Twe views of the ltalian Naval Academy’s Stock Hydroplane training fleet. Twelve identical single

step hydros powered with twelve Mercury Hurricanes. This represents the ultimate in “one design”
in the very strictest sense of the term.

Story courtesy Carlos Lito Depreola,
Milano, Italy

Photos courtesy Kiekhaefer Corp.

Realizing that there is no finer way
to acquaint future PT boat com-
manders with the effect of wind and
wave from small high speed craft,
the Italian Navy is now sponsoring

. stock outboard races for officer

trainees. Conducted by the Italian
equivalent of our Annapolis, the rac-
ing forms a major part of a course in
fast boat handling, and is compul-
sory for men destined to serve on
torpedo boats.

Here the one design enthusiasts
goal is reached as never before.
Modeling their outfits after the
American Power Boat Association’s
popular B Stock Hydro class, the
Italians had twelve identical single
step hulls constructed and powered
them with twelve identical Mercury
Hurricane engines equipped with
Quicksilver lower units. Equipped
with twelve identical propellers the
boats are as near alike in perform-
ance as it is possible to make them.
At each class session the students
are assigned boats by drawing num-
bers out of a hat, This insures that
the outcome of the races will depend
on driving skill alone regardless of
any slight variation in speed between
the boats.

Participants agree that the small,
fast, craft yield insight into the ac-
tion of wind and wave formations
that could otherwise be gained only
by years of experience in larger
boats. Thrilling races take place
after the students have reached a
certain degree of proficiency, and
the Navy permits its classes to put
on exhibition races at important re-
gattas in Italy. The unbelievably
close competition never fails to ex-
cite the many thousands of specta-
tors at these events and makes for
better relations between the Italian
Navy and the Italian taxpayer.

Interestingly enough, both the out-
board motor and the sport of out-
board racing are American inven-
tions. The Italian Naval outhorities
are to be congratulated for utilizing
them in serious training purposes
while their country of origin over-
looks this training medium. What
better educational and recreational
past time could our Naval and Coast
Guard academies adopt than stock
outboard racing?

Future PT boat commanders ready for a race.
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Frank made racing histery with the Plymouth,

By FRANK FOULKE
(as told to Ed Nahh)

Photos by Marshall

(Editor’s note: Frank Foulke and his
wife Mildred have held some 38 world’s
records, all established while sitting behind
a souped up Plymouth or Studebaker en-
gine, He recently decided to retire from
competition in the D Racing Runabout and
225 hydro classes, and was convinced that
it he would reveal his secrets of the
“Screaming Plymouth” the two classes
might make a comeback in the East, He
is without doubt the leading authority in
the country on souping up a Plymouth en-

ine—and all his development was marked
Top Secret” until early 1953, when he
agreed to tell the whole story to Ed Nabb
—provided Ed would make the informu-
tion available to all interested drivers and
would give it widespread publicity. )

Let’s talk about the Plymouth en-

mme—and forget for a few minutes
ﬁnat I am a stinker for not sharing
my so called “secrets” with you soon-
er. The stock car records in closed
track competition over the past few
years will bear out the fact that a
Plymouth can be made to perform!
Repeatedly in competition with
much larger cars, they have run well
up among the leaders, and the APBA
record books for that same period
will attest that they can be top notch
competitors in their displacement
class.

- You will wonder just why they
‘were never popular with race boat
drivers, and the most likely answer
Is that special racing parts for the
- Plymouth are generally hard to find.
It just happens that if you have ac-
cess to a good machine shop you
will need surprisingly few non-stock
parts. It took hundreds of hours—
dozens of cranks—and several bush-
els of connecting rods—but here is
how my “almost stock” Plymouth
22
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SAGANA VIII, the last of the long series of Plymouth powered D Racing Runabouts which Frank
and his wife drove to so many records and championships.

looked on the dynamometer—using
Gulf 91 octane gas:
187 horsepower at 5200 RPMS
164 horsepower at 6000 RPMS
155 horsepower at 7000 RPMS
Let’s start riEht from the begin-
ning, and go through each step in
the building of the engine. The frst
step of course is purchasing the
basic engine—and the neighborhood
used parts yard is a good hunting
ground. Any Plymouth from 1946
through the new 1953 is OK. Don’t
worry if the old mill is a little worn
—Wwe are going to bore her oversize
anyhow, and don’t be ashamed to
oﬂ%r the man $20.00 or $25.00 for
the block assembly. A good racing
engine doesn't necessarily have to
cost a fortune,

1. THE BLOCK:

The standard block has 3% bore
and 4%” stroke, giving you a dis-
Flacement of 220 cu. in.—just right
or the D Racing Runabout, or the
225 cu. in, Hydro Class. The first
step is to port the block, clearing and
enlarging the intake and exhaust
ports to the largest opening possible
that will still give you a good seat

.on the standard valves. Next bore
_ the cylinders to .035” oversize (over

34" ) and relieve the block from the
valve area to the cylinder wall with
a 3/16” relief.

2. OIL GALLEYS:

While this is still “work on the
block” it is important enough to
place under a separate heading, The
engine will not perform unless jt
runs in a flood of oil, and to insure
this it is necessary that all oil pas-
sages be increased in size. Drill all
the oil galleys in the block 3/32"
larger than original. This includes
the passages to the camshaft bear-

ings, main bearings, and crankshaft.
This drilling not only enlarges the
passages, but cleans out all of those
which may have been rough or be-
come clogged through use, More in-
formation will follow on the lubri-

cation of specific parts.
3. VALVES:

We have had most success with
stock MOPAR valves. The exhaust
valves should have a 45 de ree seat
and the intake valves should have a
30 degree seat. Machine both the
intake and exhaust valves to remove
all unnecessary weight, We experi-
mented with oversize intake valves
and found that we lost power. This
may have been due to the increased
weight—but at any rate the stock
valve performs very well,

4. VALVE SPRINGS:

See the photograph for an illus-
tration of t}}))e double spring system
we use. They are made by Ambler,
of Philadelphia, Pa., have 65 pounds
pressure on the seat, 90 pounds pres-
sure open, and .375" lift. These
springs have been entirely satisfac-
tory at the usual operating speed
of 7000 RPMs,

Millie and Frank Foulke. They set 38 world’s
records with the Screaming Plymouth.
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5. PISTONS, AND CLEARANCE:

Use only MOPAR factory replace-
ment pistons, stock No. 954808,
.080” oversize. This .030" oversize
piston will have a clearance of ap-

‘ proximately .007” if you have fol-

lowed our instructions and carefully
bored the cylinders .035” oversize.
We have experimented with racing
pistons and they have broken up.
One set of stock pistons was used
for three racing seasons with no

trouble. One word of warning. If a

spark plug wire is left off and the

_engine is operated at full throttle,

you are almost certain to ruin that
piston.

6. PISTON PINS:

Fit the piston pins with .001”
clearance in the rod bushings only.
Fit the pins into the pistons using
standard clearance. This is a good
tight “thumb push” fit. The .001”
clearance in the rod insures the pin
turning in the rod rather than in the
piston. If the rod ends are turning
blue after a little running you can
be sure your pins are poorly fitted.

7. PISTON RINGS:

We use Perfect Circle rings of the
4 oil ring type. The bottom ring is
standard 3% bore and the remaind-
er are 3% plus .030” oversize. The
extra 005" oversize in the cylinder
boring gives proper clearance for
the rings. Expanc?ers are not used
and the end gap is about .005”.

8. CRANKSHAFT:

About the most important work
in the engine is around the crank-
shaft, First—let’s drill all the crank-
shaft oil holes 3/32” larger than
standard. Next take a countersink
and run it about ¥’ deep into the
end of the oil holes, where they
meet bearings. This leaves a funnel
shaped opening, which greatly aids
proper lu%rication. The next step is
to grind the main bearing journals
012”7 undersize (use .010” under-
size main bearings) and turn the

Left side showing oil cocler installation and the
ramps in the export head.

Note the engine mounts, fly wheel and enlarged oil pan mentioned in the fext.

rod throws .013” undersize. (Use
0107 undersize rod bearings.) This
operation is important—and is the
result of a lot of experimenting. We
do not chrome our cranks.

9. BEARINGS:

As mentioned above, use .010”
undersize main bearings and .010”
undersize rod bearings. Use only
MOPAR Superfinish Micro Bearings.
Have a good automotive machine
shop enlarge the center groove in
the main bearings to % wide, and
050" deep. This will allow more oil
to flow to the rod inserts at all times.
Next—groove the rod bearings' in
the center to match up with the oil
holes in the rod journal —3/32"
wide, and .050” deep. This will al-
low full time oil pressure to the rod
bearings. We will mention it later,
but bear in mind to arrange for
0107 end play for the crankshaft,

10. CAMSHAEFT:

We have used three cams with
the Plymouth, and all have perform-
ed very well, The first was a Pop
Green, then an Ambler, and the lat-
est and most successful was a Clay
Smith 270. We obtained from the
Plymouth factory, a half dozen cams
—all machined except for the lobes.
Any dealer can get these—with a
little trouble. The timing on the 270
is as follows: :

Intake opens 25 degrees before

top dead center.

Intake closes 65 degrees after bot-

tom dead center,

Exhaust opens 65 degrees before

bottom dead center,

Exhaust closes 25 degrees after

top dead center.

The lift is .375”. It may be neces-
sary to move the cam in order to
acquire this timing. The easiest
method we have found is to slot the
three holes in the cam gear and

when the timing is properly set drill
a % hole through the gear and hub.
Use a metal dowel or pin to lock
them together.

11. OIL PAN:

The photos will give a good idea
of the work we did to the oil pan to
increase the capacity to § quarts.
We ran the engine for several years
nsing a 4 quart capacity—but the
added oil is good insurance.

12. BREATHER:

The valve spring photo shows the
detail of the home made breather
that we use. Plug the regular factory
hole. Use two valve cover plates;
turn one backward and weld togeth-
er. In the upper part, as it sits on
the engine, bore several X holes.

13. IGNITION:

Qur ignition system consists of a
12 volt aircraft battery, a Mallory
DSM coil, large DSM condenser
and stock distributor. We run the
full 12 volts through the system, Re-
move the vacuum control from the
distributor. Next put the distributor
plate in full advanced position, and
silver solder it. Install a double
spring in the breaker arm; set the
clearance of the distributor points
at .015” and set the ignition timing
at 28 degrees before top dead center.
Do this with a timing light, running
the engine at about 3000 RPMs,
which will allow the governor
weights to be open.

14. STARTER:

Use the standard 6 volt starter,
operating on the full charge from
the 12 volt 36 amp battery.

15. OIL PUMP:

We have always used the stock
Plymouth rotor type oil pump which
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has been entirely satisfactory., Be
sure that your crankcase is designed
to keep plenty of oil around the
sump, regardless of how high the
bow jumps. An oil filter is valuable.
We use a Cuno which gets out a lot
of foreign matter that you wouldn’t
think exists.

16. OIL COOLER:

The engine was operated for sev-
eral years without an oil cooler, but
you really need ane if the engine is
to be used in a hydro. This is espe-
cially true if your hull is a high
rider and you are picking up your
water under the sponsons. The
photos give you an idea of how we
installed our Gross cooler. Bore the
block just above the oil pump on
the pressure side to meet the or-
iginal hole for the cross over oil
tube. Block off the original passage
with two % pipe plugs and tap the
bored hole in the block to take %
pipe thread. Now go over on the
lett side of the engine and bore into
the oil galley, Tap this hole for %
pipe thread and mount the oil cooler

etween these connections — using
heavy Neoprene hose. A good look
at the photos will clear up these
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Exhaust system. Note that the pipes have been cut off and welded back on.

The RMP drapped

300 with the short pipes. Proper length should be 16" with 172" inside diameter.

rather muddled instructions. We use
SAE #40 Gulfpride Marine Oil.

17. SPARK PLUGS:

Drill and tap the head to 18mm
and use Champion R7 plugs. Use
Autolite stainless 7 strand ignition
wire,

18. FLYWHEEL:

Examine the photo that shows the
flywheel we made out of ¥’ 75S8T
aluminum. This is the same material
that was used to make the front and
rear engine mounts

19. CARBURETION:

Use three 1%” Tillotson URS3A
carburetors with variable venturas,

We have also used three 1% Zeniths

with #28 venturas, large needle and
seat, and large adjustable main jets.

20. MANIFOLD:

The manifold on a Plymouth is a
tricky bit of work. Take a good look
at the photo. This is the most suc-
cessful of our manifolds, and we
have made a dozen or so. The ma-
terial is thin wall tubing or exhaust
pipe with an inside measurement of
1%”. The manifold has an overall
length of 19%”, Take special note of
the shape of the three lower tubes,
or ports. They are made by splitting
the tubing and welding a section in
the center. The wedge shape seems
to have a “cramming” effect when
the fuel is drawn into. the eylinders.
Now—take one more look and natice
the round ends on the manifold,

Intake manifold showing the round ends,

There is no good explanation for it
—but if you build the manifold with
flat ends you will lose a surprising
amount of power. We made the ends
out of inner dust-hubcaps. You will
need thin wedges under the car-
buretors, to keep them in a nearly
level plane when the boat is run-
ning. The angle at which the engine
is installed will of course be the
governing factor in the size of the
wedges. '

21. CYLINDER HEAD:

Use a MOPAR stock “Export”
cylinder head, factory part #868456.
These heads are made of aluminum
and have a compression ratio of 8%
to 1. They were built especially for
cars being shipped to Europe, for
police cars, and for high altitude
operations, They may be hard to
obtain through your dealer, and if
this is true in your part of the coun-
try, we suggest any good racing
head with 8% to 1 ratio. The Ply-
mouth Export head requires no cut-
ting, chopping or alterations, and
has a beautifully designed “ramp”
to divert the flow of fuel down into
the cylinder.

22. BALANCING:

Of course all racing engines must
be balanced, but the Plymouth with
its long stroke requires a good job.
All reciprocating parts such as pist-
ons, pins, connecting rods, bearings,
etc,, should be balanced by care-
fully equalizing the weight. The
crankshaft should be statically and




dynamically balanced on a rotating
machine. The best answer to the
problem is to turn it over to some
good balancing shop. Vibrations
Specialty, in Philadelphia, Pa, does
my work, and there are hundreds of
other experts scattered across the
country.

23. TIMING CHAIN LUBRICATION:

We have never had a timing chain
failure. The reason lies in a simple
bit of lubrication work. In its stock
state the timing chain gets a small
squirt of oil on each revolution of
the camshaft. We machine a groove
around the cam where the oil hole
comes through and this allows a
free flow of oil at all times. Enlarge
‘the small tube that lubricates the
timing chain to about double its
stock size.

24. TACHOMETER DRIVE:

If you intend to use a mechanical
tach, a simple drive can be made by
welding the fitting onto the front of
the timing chain cover and drilling
and slotting the end of the camshaft
to take the drive cable shank. A
speedometer fitting from the trans-
mission case is perfect for this drive,

25, ASSEMBLY:

Just a few last minute odds and
ends deserve mention before we get
into assembly. In order to cool the
engine properly you must remove
the directional water tube and run
the water pickup into the same hole.
The exhaust water escapes through

Pump side of the engine, shewing n_il_ cooler fittings and stock Dodge
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_Valve spring assembly and breather.

the two heater holes in the cylinder
head. A check valve in the water
pickup line is a good idea. This pre-
vents the water from leaving the
engine and causing overheating after
the engine is stopped.

One of our last steps before clean-
ing is to run a 180 grit stone through
the cylinders very lightly — just
enough to groove the walls a little
so they will hold oil. The next step
is to spend about two hours in steam
cleaning followed by solvent clean-
ing with a blow gun. It is a good
idea to assemble the engine in a
dust free room if possible. Under a
shade tree or in a busy garage is no
place to work on a racing enginel

When balancing and setting our
cams, we work with only the two
valves in #1 cylinder. All other
valves are completely removed from
the engine. When weé are satisfied
with the degreeing we install the
remaining valves and set the clear-
ance according to the cam grinder’s
specifications. The cam was ground
without stress or twist and should
be set under the same conditions.
If the cam was properly ground, the
grinder’s specifications will give you
proper performance—and if it was
poorly ground it has no place in
your racing engine.

Set up your rod bearings with 40
foot pounds torque and your main
bearings with 80 pounds. The alumi-
num head should have about 60
pounds. You will have about 100
pounds pressure in your cylinders
at cranking speed. Be sure your

Ryt

crank has .010” end clearance in
case of thrust bearing failure.

Our Plymouth engine, built ac-
cording to these instructions, turned
104 by 16” and 10%” by 16/4” Stan-
nus wheels 6800 to 7000 RPMs in.
the D Racing Runabout. It turned a
12” by 20” Johnson wheel 6000
RPMs in the 225 hydro. The engine
is dependable; will compare very
favorably with others in its class,
and give you a 40 to 50 pound weight
advantage. We have never used any
fuel except 91 octane gasoline. There
is no reason why the engine would
not perform with other fuels if they
are allowed by your class rules. If
you_ are planning to build up a
Studebaker Champion for use in the
C Runabout Class, many of our sug-
gestions and many of the clearances
are applicable,

If any omissions have been made
in these instructions and suggestions
they were unintentional, and the
writer will endeavour to find the
answers to your speciﬁc questions
if you will address your inquiries to
Speed and Spray.

truck fuel pump.




Leaving the pits on the River Seine at Paris, France.

By LOU EPPEL

If you were to walk down any
street in any major city and ask five
people selected at random to name
the greatest names in the sport of
motorboat racing, the odds are great
that the response would be “Gar
Wood and ‘that outboard fellow’
Fred Jacoby.”

Although Freddie hasn’t jockeyed
an outboard hydroplane in competi-
tion seriously since the end of World
War II, his fantastic reputation still
makes his name synonymous with
outboard racing. Such a reputation
is well deserved for Freddie not
only was the nation’s outstanding
driver and competitor, but his con-
tribution to hull design is mainly re-
sponsible for the speeds currently
being recorded on the racing ovals
throughout the country.

Back in 1928, Fred Jacoby, Jr.

drew up the plans for a single step

outboard hydroplane that was to be
the first of many hundreds of racing
boats which were to bear the name
of Jacoby. Fred’s plans, plus the ex-
traordinary building skill of Fred
Jacoby, Sr. (known as “Pop”) re-
sulted in a racing boat which had
better than ordinary handling char-

acteristics, Running in Class C, Fred-
die had ~~me success his first year.
However in 1929, with the advent
of the Johnson SR-45, the “B” motor
with the rotary valve, Fred began to
make his presence felt at regattas
in New York, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania, Running in B and C with
his B outfit, Fred started the long
climb to the top of the heap, chalk-
ing up his first major win at Red
Bank. This was the first year that the

“ Albany to New York Marathon had

an entry signed by Freddie, and it
was one of the two times in thirteen
tries that Freddie Jacoby was not
in the money in the 131 mile grind.
Checking in at Poughkeepsie in elev-
enth spot, Fred got to within sight
of the finish line when his engine
gave out while in first place. Greatly
responsible for his amazing speed
was the new hull which he had de-
signed and Pop had built. This was
the first racing outboard hydroplane
with non-trip chines and a longi-
tudinal step on the forward plane.
Naturally the hull excited drivers
from all over ‘the country, and in a
matter of weeks others had tried to
copy the Jacoby bottom.

When it was learned that the cop-

ies weren't as good as the original,
the Jacobys, father and son, were
besieged with requests for a boat
like Freddie’s. Thus was born the
Jacoby Boat Works in North Bergen,
New Jersey. Pop, who had been a
boat builder all his life and who had
retired, was literally forced back to
work, doing the thing he liked best,
building boats. As fast as Freddie

worked out some improvement or

modification, Pop would build a new
boat, and throughout the racing sea-
son there was a constant demand for
the latest Jacoby designed and built
hulls.

In 1930, Freddie added a Johnson
PR to his equipment and raced both
class B and C, winning almost every
event he entered. At this point, Bill
Hockenjos of Lake Hopatcong, long
a dominating figure in outboard rac-
ing, took over the sales of the Jacoby
Flyaway racing hydroplanes, and
such stellar drivers as John and
Chesly Allen, Joel Thorne, Chart
Johnson and Bud Haggerty began
cleaning up in the amateur ranks
with the boats from North Bergen.
It was in 1930 that Freddie finished
his first Albany to New York Mara-
thon, winding up in eleventh spot
overall and third in C,

The next year, when outhoard
marathons were in their hey-day, the
name of Jacoby appeared in the win-
ners column with a first in G in the
Albany run, Ist in C in the Around
Manhattan Island Race and second
in C in the Around Staten Island
Race. While garnering headlines in
the long distance races, Freddie’s B

“Mr. Outboard"—Fred Jaceby, Jr.—Rosenfeld phota.
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Freddy in the 59 cu. in. Draper powered outfit which he raced in Paris.—Rosenfeld photo.

and C outfits were consistently out
in front of the packs in heat races
throughout the east. The habit of
winning was becoming strong, and
newer and greener fields were found
outside of the Middle-Atlantic states.
Soon the Jacoby trailer was seen up
in the New England area and out in
the mid-west. In each area it was
the same story . . . Jacoby first, and
with such consistency that more and
more Jacoby hulls appeared, and
more and more drivers were asking
Freddie to set up their motors for
them.,

In 1932, Freddie added a Johnson
KR A Motor to his equipment and
with three classes running, he be-
%an the climb to the top of the pro-
essional ranks. The job was getting
tougher. At each regatta the Jacobys
were in the “mother hen” category,
In addition to Freddy's equipment,
they were looking after the outfits

of a number of greats in the amateur
ranks, the boys who were running
for trophies rather than cash. Sam-
my Crooks, Joel Thorne, Paul Saw-
ver, Lew Carlisle and Clint Fergu-
son, all top drivers in'the amateur
division, were chauffeuring Jacoby
hulls, and all were running in at
least two classes. Somehow or other,
Freddie did manage to keep his own
rigs running at peak while doing so
much to he[fp out the others. In the
Albany race that year Freddie ran
a C rig which finished sixth overall
and second in his class.

The following year was more of
the same for the Jacoby crew. More
and more loot was added to the
trophy shelves, and more and more
honors were heaped on the smiling
driver with the refreshing modesty.
Freddie’s driving skill® paid off at
Lake Mohawk, Red Bank, Baltimore,
Philadelphia, Chicage, Washington,

and Middletown, and countless other
courses. Here was a driver with
equipment that always started, al-
ways finished, and nearly always
placed in the money. In B and C,
Jacoby had few peers if any, and in
A the best of the little fellows were
pushed to the limit. This year again
Freddie finished second in C in the
Albany run and fourth overall. Fred-
dy duplicated this finishing position
in 1934 and Chart Johnson copped
top honors with a C outfit set up by
the Jacobys. Chart's performance
was a new record for the distance.
Incidentally, this record was to stand
until 1940 when another Jacoby hull
powered by an F motor and driven
by Charlie Mack booted down the
placid Hudson in the fastest time
ever recorded by an outboard. This
same year, 19834, Fred won the
Trenton-Philadelphia and return
marathon and placed second in the
Around Manhattan Island Race.
While racking up points in heat
races and in marathons, Freddie was
busy with a new design for Pop to
build. This was the first of the three-
pointers, and throughout the next
tew years this design was changed,
modified, checked and rechecked
until it was finally ready to go out
and blister the competition. In these
years and in the years to follow the
constant testing of hulls, balance,
propellers, fuels and a myriad other
factors were responsible for the
name Jacoby being consistently in
the winners’ columns,

1934 was the first year that the
Jacoby trailer was hauled down to
Florida for the Citrus Circuit, and
when the totals were added up Fred-
die had copped seven firsts out of
eight starts in C and F. On the re-
turn trip back to New Jersey, a re-
gatta was run at Savannah, Georgia,
and Freddie took everything in sight
with his C combination. Dick Neal,

Fred tests a Jacoby three-pointer.—Rosenfeld phota.




a top competitor in the pro ranks,
persuaded Freddie to sell him the
outfit. This same hull, with the little
change in the bottom which Freddie
had worked out, campaigned for
many years after that with great suc-
cess. Freddie never sold one of his
own boats until he had a new idea
already set and worked out. Po])
Jacoby, back in the shop in North
Bergen, was a busy man. In addition
to keeping up with the demand for
Flyaway hulls, Pop also had to keep
pace with Freddie’s modification
program. This job of building Fred-
die’s many experimental models was
in itself no small chore.

The next season, 1935, was prob-
ably the greatest that Freddie had.
Starting off with his first win, the
Albany Marathon with a C outfit,
Freddie went on to win the Fergu-
son Diamond Medal for the highest
percentage of performance in com-
petition, as well as the Townsend
Medal for National High Point win-
ner. This was the first time that the
Townsend Medal had been won by a
professional driver. In this year Fred
accumulated a total of 32,637 points
scored on a race, not a heat basis.
In piling up these markers, Jacoby
had won 51 races and amassed points
in 35 others, He won the Class B
National Championship at Tulsa and
during the season put on a record
breaking performance that has never
been duplicated before or since.
Driving a newly designed hull at
Boston on the Charles River course,
Freddy went out in the first heat
against the finest competition in the
country and not only won the heat
but set a B record for five miles at
46.680 mph. In the second heat he
did the same thing, this time push-
ing the record up to 46.753 mph. In
the third heat another win resulted
in another record run at 46,778 mph.
This alone is fantastic. However, the
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At the 1947 Albany-New York race. Left to right: Fred Jacoby, George Mikkelsen, the winner Vic
Scott, and Emil Jacoby.—Rosenfeld photo,

following weekend at Red Bank,
Fred again moved the B mark up in
the first heat to 47.121 mph and in
the second heat on the Navesink
River notched the mark still higher
to 47493 mph. Five consecutive
heats — five firsts and five new
records . . . really a record-breaking
jamboree. The 1935 season went
down in the books as the high point
in amateur competition. Not only in
numbers but in performance the
amateurs made racing history. Bob-
by Rowland, Crooks, Alex Deemer,
Ferguson, Davie, Sawyer and Car-
lisle, all driving three and four
classes, were tearing up race courses
all over the country, and in many
instances were out in front of the
pros in speed as well as in the cate-
gory of fine equipment. At the Shrine
Regatta in Washington, D. C., the
races were run on an “open” basis,
with the amateurs and the profes-
sionals battling it out on even terms.
It was here that Fred’s skill as a
driver and the superiority of his
equipment really proved itself, He
scored straight wins in two heats
each of A, B, C and F, as well as a
first in one of Commodore g S

_..r‘ 3

Tyson’s famous handicap races. A
nice day’s work for anyone!

Having proved his complete dom-
ination of outboard racing in the
U. 8., Fred together with Bud Davie
decided to see what lay across the
Atlantic in 1936. Dean Draper, the
Detroit motor genius, designed and
built three Class X motors of 59 cu.
in, displacement which pulled 90 h.p.
through their tractor units. While
Draper was building the motors,
Pop, working from Fred’s latest de-
sign, was busily engaged in building
two Class X boats for the European
junket. First objective for Jacoby
and Davie was the Spreckels Trophy
Race on the River Seine in Paris.
Work on the motors was delayed be-
cause of several snags. It was only
four days before sailing date of the
Normandie that the motors and
Draper arrived by air from Detroit
for testing on the hulls. Needless to
say the four final days were hectic
beyond belief, These massive power
plants were new and untried, as
were the hulls, and not too much
was known about tractor lower units
and the selection of the propellers
for them. With many bugs still to
be worked out, the equipment was
finally loaded on board and the
Normandie sailed for France. When
Fred and Bud arrived in Paris, there
was the usual “snafu” regarding
some of the technicalities including
the subject of fuels, The Spreckels
race, which is actually a race against
time, was run on the Seine. The ob-
ject was to see who could complete
the greatest number of laps within
the two hour time limit set. All of
the greatest European and English
drivers were on hand. Almost all of
them were using the six cylinder Sor-
iano engine and Jean Dupuy had
two of the monstrous power plants
on one monoplane hull. Without
question the two American boats
were far faster and handled better
than any of the competition. Both
of the Draper motors were capable

An early marathon success. Freddy won the Trenton-Philadelphia and return marathon in 1934,
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of greater speed than any of the Sor-
ianos and the superiarity of the Ja-
coby designed and built hulls was
evident from the outset. Minor me-
chanical troubles, princinally in car-
buretion, robbed the Americans of
first place. Fred and Bud led from
the start and outdistanced the field
in the first few laps. Davie was the
first to experience trouble and was
forced out after about eight circuits
of the course. Fred, wheedling the
most from his reluctant power plant,
maintained his early lead for quite
some time. However, the balky car-
buretor was giving him trouble. He
would show great bursts of speed
and then suddenly die out. Much
cord pulling and cajoling got the
outfit started time and time again,
but Fred’s early lead was overcome
by the French driver Monnetet who
won the race. Although he was beset
by trouble from start to finish, Ja-
coby took second place. The English
boating writer, “Vitesse,” had the
following to say in a story about the
race: “Those of us who were over
for the race were glad to meet the
American boys, Jacoby and Davie,
particularly the outboard champion
and Albany veteran, whom we found
to be a fine fellow and as good a
sportsman as America could find to
represent her anywhere. It is a great
ity those ‘X” motors were so new:
1ad they been raced for six months
or so and the ‘bugs’ removed, the
massive and ornate trophy would
have returned with Jacoby on the
Normandie.”

It is interesting to note that after
the race Jacoby found that by simply
putting the carburetor from his C
motor on the X, his troubles were
cured. Davie and Jacoby competed
in the heat races after the marathon
on the Seine, and with their C's and
the X's won everything in sight be-
fore returning to the United States.
The visit of the Americans proved
that the performance of the Euro-

Start of the first heat of the Col. Green Trophy Race at Miami in 1934, Fred is leading the pack.
Also in the picture are Worth Boggeman and Marshall Eldredge.—Rosenfeld photo.

pean hull left much to be desired,
and cabled orders for C and X boats
preceded Fred home. After return-
ing to the U. S. Fred wound up one
of the X jobs and was the first Amer-
ican and the first outboard driver to
pass the 70 mph mark, recording a
72.4 average for the two one mile
runs, Later Bud Davie cranked up
his rig and was clocked at 78.3 mph.

Although he had spent consider-
able time on the European trip, Fred
again was the high point man in the
United States, winning for the sec-
ond time the Townsend Medal and
the coveted U.S.2 number. In 1937
Freddie finished second in high
point scoring to the great Doug
Fonda who drove Jacoby hulls in
A, B, C, and F, while Fred jockeyed
only A, B and C rigs.

During this period, and in the
next few years, the climbing speeds
were due to improvements in hull
design and work on lower units and
propellers, for it was the consensus
of opinion that the powerheads were
already putting out their maximum.
1938, 1939 and 1941 again found
Jacoby winnirig the Townsend Medal
for high point scores, and in 1941
the veteran marathoner chalked up
his second win in the Albany-New
York race. No small amount of credit
for the phenomenal success of the
white helmeted driver from North
Bergen, N. J. can be traced to the
tremendous efforts put out by Fred's
brother Emil, who along with others
of the clan ably assisted Fred at
races and in the shop all during his
hey-day. In retrospect, Freddie’s
achievements are all the more out-
standing when it is realized that he
did all of his own motor work.

With the advent of World War
II, Fred was commissioned a Cap-
tain in the Signal Corps, working
with design and development of
small high-output portable generat-

ors and motors. Since the end of the
war, Freddie has not participated
in competition, being content to
stick to the task of designing the
famous Jacoby hulls which Pop still
builds in North Bergen. Fred’s de-
signs are not just achieved from the
drawing board. He still gets into the
new models and does the final test-
ing himself on the upper reaches of
the Hackensack River. The master
still has the final say in what goes
into the hull and what the design
will be.

Even though Freddie isnt cam-
paigning any more, he still attends
almost all of the major regattas, act-
ing in an official capacity, and un-
officially as counsellor to many of
the top drivers competing today.
Now and then he will pass on some
of the secrets which brought him
fame in outboard racing, but actu-
ally these secrets were not the main
reason for his success. In addition to
his exceptional driving ability and
mechanical knowledge, it was his
close attention to details, testing,
testing and then more testing that
paid off,

Fred Jacoby drove racing hydros
down the Hudson. In recent years
the Albany-New York Marathon is
a race for stock runabouts, but re-
gardless of this Fred is always on
hand. He is present in the pits at
Albany before the start, lending a
helping hand to those who need it
and giving advice to the newcomers.
He counsels on proper tank installa-
tions and any of the million and one
details which make a winning rig,
Although he is no longer an active
competitor, Fred Jacoby, Jr. is an
important factor in outboard racing
today. The sport is fortunate to be
able to call on such an experienced
and capable man for help and
advice.
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Start of the 1921 Harmsworth on the Detroit River. The Royal Motor Yacht Club‘s challenger Maple
Leaf VIl is in the lead, followed by Miss America Il and Miss America I1l, Miss America | is running
| in undisturbed water at the far right in the photo.

Harmsworth
¢
o Trophy

When Lord Northcliffe’s “Bit of Bronze” Is Contested
For, It's Truly The World Series of Speedboat Racing

Courtesy The Packard Sports Library

1921. Col, Tate, driver of Maple Leaf VIl on the left, with Gar Wood before the race,

By W. W. EDGAR

It's just an odd looking bit of
bronze, weighing about 75 pounds
and costing much less than $5,000,
but—

For almost a half century rich men
and women have spent vast fortunes:
drivers have endangered their lives.
and mechanics have worked hours
and hours on end through long,
weary nights trying to gain posses-
sion of it or stave off a challenge that
might mean change of ownership.

For this famed bit of bronze is
the British International Trophy,
more commonly known as The
Harmsworth, and looked upon as
the emblem of world supremacy in
the realm of speedboating.

The struggles for possession of it,
the dramatic moments it has inspir-
ed, the displays of courage and
sportsmanship it has brought about
have far surpassed the wildest
dreams of its donor—Lord North-
cliffe, who was then Sir Alfred
Harmsworth—back in 1903 when he
oftered the odd looking trophy to
inspire the development of hulls and
engines in water craft.

Star-Studded Combine

And, in these epoch making strug-
gles, it was the combination of Gar
Wood, “The Gray Fox of Algonac,”
and the Packard Motors that lifted
this bit of bronze to the loftiest pin.
nacle of speedboating,




http: //boatsport.org

The 1921 race committee. Note the electric timing device with the tape time recorder. The
observers wearing the earphones are checking the time with hand held watches—a system not
too far removed from present day practice.

The combination of Wood and
Packard have played such a vital
role in the history of the event that
sight often is lost of the fact that
the Harmsworth is a race between
nations with each nation permitted
a fleet of three boats.

Roughly, the history of this famed
event can be divided into three sec-
tions — the pre-Wood period, his
years of domination, ancF the post-
Wood era. And it also is a record
of huge strides made in hull and
engine development.

Mild Beginning

The first race for the B.I.T, was
held at Queenstown in 1903 and
would seem tame to the throngs that
jam the shores of the Detroit River
for a modern Harmsworth, It was
won by an English boat, Napier I,
piloted by Miss Dorothy Levitt, at
an average speed of 19.53.

The first controversy in the long
series came the next year when
a French entry, Trcfle.-a-(%uatre,
though badly beaten, won the race
on a protest and took the trophy

across the English Channel. The
English brought it back the next
year as Napier II regained it with
an average speed of 26.03 m.p.h.

News of these events whetted the
competitive appetites of American
sportsmen. America first won in 1907
when Commodore E. ]J. Schroeder,
of New {ersey, challenged with Dix-
ie I—a displacement boat just under
40 feet in length and powered with
an eight-cylinder Sunbeam engine
that turned up 1300 horsepower.

The trophy then went back and
forth across the Atlantic until World
War I stopped the classic.

It was 1920 when the race was
revived and another challenger sent
to England to begin what truthfully
can be called the Gar Wood era of
Fowerl)oat racing—the era of the
abulous Miss Americas,

The world hadn’t heard too much
of him, but Gar took care of this in
his first Harmsworth off the Isle of
Wight when he pulled his first
“Yankee Trick” on the English.

Never one to leave anything un-
done in preparing for a race, Gar
took two challengers with him to
England, in quest of the trophy.
There was Miss Detroit V, built for
rough water. It was big and could
hold its own in stamina.

Sleeper

Along with this craft Gar also took
Miss America I, the first of the now
famous line. It was built by Chris
Smith with the help of Wood, him-
self. It was a midget compared to
Miss Detroit, as it was only 26 feet
long, but it also packed power gen-
erated by two 500 h.p. motors.

On arriving in England, Gar kept
his Miss America 1 under cover,
thongh he had confided to friends
“that it might be calm on race day.”
In all of the workouts for the race
Gar piloted Miss Detroit—and the
English snickered.

When the boats roared to the start-
ing line the English were startled.
Gar and his mechanic, Jay Smith,
were in Miss America I, the boat
that had been kept under cover,

Even though Miss America had
spark plug trouble from the start,
she kept coming. Due to his expert
driving Gar gained on every turn
and left the three defenders far be-
hind. It was the same story the
next day when both Gar’s challeng-
ers beat the British boats—and the
“famed bit of bronze” crossed the
ocean again, to remain,

Kaye Don Injects Drama

This was only the forerunner of
the drama that was to come to the
Harmsworth in 1931 and 1932, when
Kaye Don, a former automobile rac-
er, piloted the English challengers
of Lord Wakefield. There was some-
thing magnetic about Don and the
English craft. So much so that more
than a half million lined the shores
to cheer,

In 1931 Don drove Miss England
II. Tt was a seven ton craft, that
packed tremendous speed from its
power plant of two 2,000 horsepower
Rolls Royce engines.

1921 winner Miss America 1. The crew finished the race deafened from the thunderous roar of
the 48 open exhaust stacks.
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Miss America | brought the Harmsworth Trophy home from Osborne Bay, England in 1920, This
was the first of the long line of Miss America’s with which Gar Wood dominated Harmsworth
history for thirteen years.

1921. Maple Leaf VIl with Col. Tate driving from the bow cockpit. Note the bow rudder also
used on the Miss America’s of that year,

Oh—oh—race boat trouble in 1921, Three men
working on the complicated power plant ar-
rangement in Maple Leaf VII. This interesting
overhead shot of the challenger, with the motor
hatches partly open, gives some idea of the
trend of the time—a trend to pack the boat
completely full of moters. The unusual arrange-
ment of motors and fuel tanks catches the eye
at once. Also the fact that the driver in the
forward cockpit had enly two instruments to
worry about—a stop watch and a tachometer.
The two riding mechanics, sitting in the after
cockpit clear back against the transom, were in
charge of a complete battery of instruments,
fuel pumps, etc. The horizontal steering wheel
would probably baffle the present day driver,
However, the view of three mechanics working
on this mass of machinery wasn’t at all unusuval
in the 1921 racing boat, |

Typical of all of Wood’s great racing creations,
Miss America | was a neat and compact piece
of machinery. The fuel tanks are visible on
either side of the hull just forward of the two
12 cylinder Packards,

The race stirred the populace, for
Don had driven the craft to an un-
official mark of 110,223 miles per
hour in Italy. Wood had boosted the
horse-power in Miss America IX by
the use of superchargers.

So, when they went to the start-
ing line that September afternoon
in 1931, they were the two fastest
speedboats the world ever had
known. For the first time Gar lost
the start and the crowd knew it was
in for a thrill when it saw Miss
America trailing in a Harmsworth
right from the start, It was noted,
however, that Miss America was
not riding properly. She was por-
poising, bouncing up and down.

Lap after lap Don showed the way
and won the race. What's more he
averaged 89.913 miles per hour to
set a long-standing race record.

This was just the start of the
drama, however. Beaten, Gar rode
Miss America IX back to the boat
house at Grayhaven and went to
work. The mechanics worked all
night, while Mrs. Wood stood by,
making coffee in an effort to keep
their heavy eyelids open.

Finally, the mechanics pronounc-
ed the boat ready. But they spoke
too soon. For, with only 15 minutes
before starting time, someone dis-
covered a leak in the gasoline tank,
Consternation reigned in the boat
house. Finally, one of the lads vol-
unteered to crawl into the hull and
attempt to solder the break—with
the gas tank filled! Such loyalty.

1921. The four 12 cyl. Packards in Miss America
Il. The fuel tank, sheathed with heavy steel
plate, is visible between the two forward
moters. Note the unusual strut design which
carried the propellers out over a foot back of
the transom,
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'1‘;: 1926. Excelsin’s metor compartment.
:td}? No Dice
Fas In desperation, Wood phoned the
pr- starting barge and asked for a post-
ponement of 45 minutes. Don, who
By had his boat at the Yacht Club dock,
he its engines running, was asked to
to permit postponement.
“Why should I?7” he asked. “Gar
he has two boats—the VIII and IX—
de il[.'.ilillst my one. If one isn't ]‘l‘;\(_ly, The drivers and crews of the Miss America team in the 1926 race.
rat let him use the other one.”
¢ r e R R L oy
;|']] (;ngI](h)::l.h)rll.rlf_‘llt;f:::l“\?ﬁ:‘ ;i]l:::;':jl 0  America IX disqualified by beating Did Gar (1('iiln:l'i1h‘]_)«' “fox” Don
W, “Afl rightt We'll be. therel And tI'u:' starting gun by more than five over the 1111‘;1“ or was it a break in
ep we'll be on time!” seconds. : racing luck?” The populace was di-
With' that he and his mechanic The announcement was lost in the vided, and Gar became a demon to
ic- Orlin Johnson, jumped into the M A of what was !1;E|)p¢.*mnu, on the some and a _hvru to others, But the
ke pit. The ('ngitu:‘s‘ soared und | Miss river. For Gar, riding desperately, trn[)h_\‘-' re,rnmm-.(‘i in the foyer of the
tes America IX shot like a bullet for the S the sharp turn near Belle i ‘“wm Glub,
k. Sfi’ll‘t.lln!l_‘; tne. Meaibits: Beh - aike Isle })r}(lg(‘_: threw up a rolling sea Then, during the winter, came the
ik. rnar'u-‘uvvrinﬁ Miss England in circles ahd Milss Engisod caught it, turned word that Don was coming back to
pat just beyond the ‘s.tu;tin}," line )"l\f.illjii over and sank. Meanwhile, Gar and  try again. And Gar went to work
pl- little heed to what was ?-’,Ui!‘ii.é on Miss America IX returned to the with a zest. Calling engineers and
hd Finally, he, too, heard the roar center of the river just opposite the hewspaper men to his home in Gray-
ith But it \'v:"u.' t;m Iu‘t{'., Mids An‘nt’rilc:ll starting dm'].( -dm.] \\-';1\’1.'(]I!1IN })r'uth— IIHVf!I'I he ;mnmmcvdl a momentous -+
was headed for the line ’I')nn took o Saeords; - Miss America VIIT to decision. He was going to build a
ot i Clicr ta s Eatils bdsada go on and win the trophy. new boat, Miss America X, and it
Both Foats i i e o “‘]' ! In the excitement of this victory wn_uld be the most powerful ever
VOBt WEIE Cown Close 10 pandemonium reigned at the Wood  built.
i the Detroit Boat Club—almost a Ln-ttw{-]l SRR e
- mile away—when the starting gun  eyypa, |‘|:11])parml-(|“"(l-n-w'u' asked
o fired. Then came the stern announce- “Tust a good old Ytllll\'!:{‘ lt;".lt'k »
ich ment: “Miss England and Miss he .]' t‘-l‘- Al ke s i
. 1e shouted and started a debate that
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raged for days.

1926, The French challenger Excelsin.
The French conception of hull design
left much to be desired in the field of
trim and economic use of power,

The 1926 American team. On the left is Miss America IV, V in the middle and 1ll on the right.
With the exception of trim and deck color, the three boats were identical.

1926. Miss America V was the winner. Note the beautiful riding trim.

Next Month: More of Morris Ros
enfeld’s beautiful pictures of th
early races for the British Internation
al Trophy, and the Harmsworth stor
brought up to date.
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BOAT MAINTENANCE

By RALPH DeSILVA

Hlustrated by Ted Petersen

“Straighten Up and Fly Right”. ..
whether or not this ditty was ever on
the hit parade is unimportant, but
every aquatic throttle-pusher should
make it his theme song.

Perhaps there is no single factor
more important in boat racing than
a hull with a straight, true bottom.
The motor may be the ultimate in
design and refinement, yet the outfit
may be an also-ran due to a faulty
bottom. The boat owner should make
every effort to maintain the bottom
exactly as it came from the builder.
Upon delivery of a new hull he
should go over the bottom thorough-
ly, make a diagram of it and then
keep the bottom trued up to the
plan,

The crooked bottom is a trouble-
some nuisance which may creep into
the best design, regardless of excel-
lence of construction. A brand new
boat may develop some defect with-
out ever entering the water. All boat
designs are not affected to the same
extent by a defect in the bottom.
Performance with an out-of-line hull
is inversely proportional to the num-

ber of planes. Thus, an inboard or
outboard runabout which has only
one plane is highly sensitive to a
defective bottom. A four point hydro,
on the other hand, would not react
radically to the same defect on one
of its planes—the prop riding, or
floating transom, is out of the water
at high speed and could have a
pronounced defect which would not
appreciably affect performance.

A boat will usually develop its
own characteristic shape after a few
try-outs. No two boats will set
(change shape) in exactly the same
manner, One may hook, another may
belly, another may warp. Various
methods of construction may give
trouble in different ways. A" plank
bottom of mahogany or spruce,
which will expand and contract with

changes in moisture conditions, may

develop any defect. If water is al-
lowed to accumulate in the hull for
a length of time, the defect will be
severe. A plywood bottom, if not
thoroughly protected on the edges,
will swell. Plywood, if protected, will
usually prove very stable. In recent
years the waterproof bonds—resor-
cinol, phenol, and formaldehyde
resin—applied to plywood, produce
a very efficient boat planking, Al-
though bonded with waterproof
glue, untreated plywood will absorh
moisture and swell. Swelling and
checking are the major plywood
faults at present. Figure out a way
to avoid or correct the check in fir
plywood economically, and you will
be able to buy and sell Gold Cuppers
like peanuts.

A good many racing boats running
today are out of line. If you see a
boat leaping all over the water, you
may be quite sure that one of the
reasons for this eccentric perform-
ance is a faulty bottom. Most boat-
builders spend a good part of their
time working on imperfect planing
surfaces. With competition and
speeds as tough and flﬂst as they are

these days, it doesn’t pay to race
with a bottom which may be out of
line—especially when a remedy is
relatively simple.

ARE YOU A BOON TO BOAT COMPANIES ?

CHECKED YOUR BOTTOM FOR HOOKS OR ROCKERS LATELY ?
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MAYBE YOU CAN BLAME YOUR TRAILER

Every boat owner should have a
5 or 6 straightedge, obtainable at
any boat or cabinet shop. It is a
simple matter to turn the outboard
boat over, apply the straightedge and
check for defects. Checking an in-
board is another matter, but you can
raise the hull high enough to lay a
straightedge along the bottom par-
allel with the keel and locate a de-
fect if one exists.

A racing hull with a transom over-
hang, lip, or porch (a stability factor
found on many racing boats) is a
source of trouble in that there is a
likelihood of a hook or relief at this

oint. The use of metal transom

races, though an excellent method
of transom reinforcement, may give
trouble if not properly installed. On
the other hand, a weak transom in
combination with a heavy motor of
high horsepower will certainly raise
havoc with a straight bottom. A loose
transom will, due to motor torque,
usually produce a sag or concave
area immediately forward of the
transom. A subsequent result would
be a permanently warped boat.

An improperly fitting trailer is as
good a destroyer as dry rot. Cross
members should support the boat at
the transom and at a strong point
forward. A two cradle, or bolster
setup is best. A third member, unless
fitted perfectly on a very rigid frame,
may act as a lever. Thin channel iron,
of which many trailers are built, will
spring like wheat in a wind unless
heavily reinforced.

The trailer is probably guilty of
producing as many bad performing
boats as the strain of racing itself.
The inboard stringer type susiension
is excellent but must be checked for
rigidity and fit occasionally. The
little doughnut wheel trailer with
single shaft frame, which one en-
counters in great numbers these
days, is a race boat builder’s delight.
Trailing outboards on the chine is
excellent practice, though perhaps a

bit on the awkward side. As anyone
who has hefted a number of hulls
can testify, storing an F hydro or
runabout after a heavy day of racing
is a task that can turn strong men
pale.

It is a simple matter to determine
whether the bottom has any hooks,
bumps, sags, rockers, bellys, or what
have you—whereas a check for align-
ment is a bit more difficult, and in
the case of a large three-point in-
board should be left to the practiced
hand of the boatbuilder. One may
check for easily apparent surface de-
fects, but may slip up on the very
important alignment factor. Probably
the only time a boat is really checked
for alignment is when it returns to
the original builder. If you have just
lost five miles an hour, the motor is
still turning 10,000 rpm, prop has
two blades, then you had better
check alignment of the boat! If the
boat is out of line you're in trouble.
It is ususally a messy job to rectify,

Some boats are built with a high
lift plane—in effect a hook. The pur-
pose of a hook lift plane is evident,
and should not be tampered with if
the hull is so designed. A careful
study will determine whether the
hook is built-in or not—one can al-
ways ask the builder.

The mark of a veteran driver is the
frequent purchase of a new boat.
The reason is simply that the boat
will die of old age—it will rack a bit
out of line after a few seasons of
hard race usage, and lose a little of
the much sought after extra top
speed.

The subject of a straight bottom—
maintenance, corrective measures,
storage and transport is not a com-
plex matter. You do not need to have
a technical background or possess
any secrets in order to maintain your
own boat. As in most things, com-
mon sense and personal application
will take care of most problems.

LOSING SPEED ?




only 1444 Ibs., is almost as large as an Ame

Verga, in life jacket and wearing goggles,

Exio Selva’s Musketeer I1l on the record run at 120 mph.

A beautiful overhead shot of the world’s fastest limited hydroplane. Laura, although it weighs
rican 7 Litre. On the front of the cowling on sach side
are the colors of each member country of the Union of International Motorboating identifying
! Verga’s beat as Champion of the World,

talks over the record run with Signor Radice, who

builds his propellers. Europe does not require crash helmets. Verga ran without one,

ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY
miles an hour in a Limited Hydro-
plane! This sensational performance
by Italian Ace Mario Verga is a
challenge to the world, Only the
mighty Unlimited Hydros with their
tremendous 2000 hp motors have
ever travelled faster.

The race for supremacy in the
field of speed on water goes along at
a dizzy clip. During the past five
years there have been no serious
foreign challenges to America’s dom-
ination of record speeds in the Un-
limited Hydro Class where the sky
is the limit on hulls and power
plants. Today’s International strug-
gle for top honors in the world of
speed on water is in the Limited Hy-

‘droplane Classes, where each boat

must meet the strict specifications of

http: //boatsport.org &

its class. At the moment the Inter-
national battle rages between the
American 266 Class and the Euro-
pean 800 KG Class. The rules for
these two classes are hardly compar-
able in any way. The American class
is limited to 266 cubic inches of
piston displacement with super-
chargers barred. Boats of this class
do not have to meet any specified
overall weight figures but the rules
carry a hard and fast maximum mo-
tor cost figure that automatically pro-
hibits the use of expensive custom
designed racing motors. The Euro-
pean class in contrast has only one
limitation: the overall weight must
not exceed 800 Kilograms. There are
no limitations on motor specifica-
tions, no prohibition on supercharg-
ers and no cost limitation. Regardless
of these wide variances in rules the
competition is close.

Just a year ago American Paul
Sawyer was champion of the world
with a limited hydroplane speed of
120 mph. Today the talented Ital-
ians are leading the world in limited
displacement racing speeds. In three
short years the Continentals have
solved the mysteries of the prop
rider, introduced to them by invad-
ing American drivers, and utilizing
their highly developed racing motors
are traveling at terrific speeds —
speeds that it may be difficult for the
American drivers to top without the
use of custom built supercharged
racing motors, forbidden by Amer-
ican rules. ’

Ezio Selva, one of Italy’s greatest
drivers, blistered the Campione

-d'Italia kilometer at an average

speed of 120.73 mph in December of
1952. His was an 800 KG Class
Hydro powered with two BPM rac-
ing motors coupled in tandem. His
Moschettiere 111 was a copy of Paul
Sawyer’s 266 Class Alter Ego. In the
latter part of January of this current
year, Mario Verga on the same
course boosted this record to 125.75
mph. This topped the American best
limited hydroplane speed of 121.703
mph established by Bobby Sykes in
the 266 Class Guess Who last fall.
Verga drove the Abbate hull Laura
powered with one of the world’s
most famous racing engines, the 1500
cc Alfa Romeo. This power plant is
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Vearga’s Laura prop-riding in perfect trim at 140 mph — perfact mile trial water too.

a double overhead valve engine with
two stages of supercharger rated to
deliver 450 hp at 9000 rpm. Both the
Verga and Selva boats were de-
seribed in detail in the December,
1952 and April, 1953 issues of Speed
ancd Spray. On Verga’s initial run in
January he was handicapped by de-
fective steering which prevented him
from reaching top speed. Two weeks
later on February the 15th, the Ital-
ian Ace returned to Campione
d'Ttalia for another record attempt.
In an effort to improve trim, the hull
had been lengthened three feet since
the previous record run. The ac-
companying photos are mute testi-
mony that Verga has solved the
problems of trim and prop riding.
He blistered the kilometer trap at
143 mph in one direction and made

the return run at 137.77 to post an
average of 140.38 mph. To realize
the full significance of Verga's per-
formance it is necessary only to com-
pare Verga’'s Laura with Stan Sayre’s
Unlimited world record holder Slo-
Mo-Shun IV,
Verga— 140 mph- 91 cu in- 450 hp
Sayres—178 mph-1710 cu in-2000 hp
It is of interest to recall that some
months ago when Verga's hydro was
on the drawing board Italian en-
gineers predicted a speed of 140
mph. Apparently they reached that
speed without too much strain and
obviously the boat is capable of
more with further tuning—perhaps
even 150 mph. With this success at
hand and with a proven knowledge
of prop riders it wouldn't be at all
surprising to see the Italians begin

International Champion Mario Verga, in spotless white racing coveralls, looks on with interest
while the time recorder computes his final average.

A glimpse into the cockpit at the instrument

board and a good view of the after body.

the development of a new Unlimited
challenger. Now that they have
reached 140 mph with 450 hp in a
pretty fair sized hull, it would be
quite possible that they can find the
combination to lots of speed with
the use of more horse power.

The world 91 cu. in. record also
rests in Italian hands at the moment.
Augusto Cometti is the current
record holder by virtue of an 85.19
mph performance at Campione
d’Italia. He drove a Timossi hydro
powered with a 4 cylinder BPM mo-
tor. Squinzia, the name of Cometti’s
boat, stems from the Venetian dialect
and means literally “it slips.”

Art Hatch, a Canadian driver of
proven ability, is making the cham-
pionship regatta circuit on the Con-
tinent this year. He will find blazing
speed and fine drivers on his tour in
quest of the Championship of the
World.




Gulf 100 MPR” Cluy

- P. Simmons of Gulf Qil Corp. congratulates newly-slected members of the 100 Mile An Hour

Biub, each holding the prized membership certificate. Left to right: A. P. Simmons, L. Ray Fageol,

ent, Ohio; Edward A. Aleksandrowicz, Baltimore, Md.; Mildred V. Foulke, Essex, Md,, Franklin F.
Foulke, Essex, Md.; Louis Nuta, Miami, Fla.

i

SLO-MO-SHUN IV—UNLIMITED HYDRO
On August 11, 1952 a Seattle, Washington
L. Ray Fageol of Kent, Ohio, 130.17 mph, Elmer M. Linenschmidt of Seattle, 128.89 mph
Martin L. Headman of Seattle, 129.42 mph. J. H. Schobert of Des Maines, lowa, 122.66 mph,
L. N. Welsch of Seattle—145.22 mph. On July 7, 1952 at Seatile, Washington,

100 miles an hour! Much has been
written of the 100 mph boat, but
strange as it seems only thirty-five
drivers have ever officially topped
the century mark. That is the sum
total of 100 mph performances in
the 48 year history of power boat
racing in America,

Power boat racing’s most exclu-
sive fraternity, the Gulf 100 Mile
per Hour Club, was founded in 1949,
and sponsored by Gulf Oil Corpora-
tion. At the end of that year careful
checking of existing records showed
that only 8 drivers were eligible to
become charter members of the new
club. Only those who have driven
a racing boat at a speed of 100 mph
or faster over a body of water in
the United States at an officially
timed race or time trial are eligible
for membership. At the end of the
1951 season the membership had in-
creased to 17,

Eighteen drivers qualfied to re-
ceive the Gulf certificates in 1952
bringing the‘total membership in the
select circle to thirty-five, Ten of
the new members qualified in the

SUCH CRUST I—UNLIMITED
Danny Foster, of Ferndale, Michigan.

September 4, 1952 at Detroit, Mich. 100,82 mph.

WEE TOMMY TUCKER—266 CLASS
Edward A. Aleksandrowicz of Baltimore, Md.,

August 3, 1952 at Cambridge, Md. 108.81 mph,

SAGANA XIll—266 CLASS
On December 29, 1952 at Miami, Florida.
Franklin F. Foulke of Essex, Md. 114.48 mph.
Mildred V. Foulke of Essex, Md. 111,28 mph.

GUESS WHO—266 CLASS
Robert A. Sykes of Long Beach, Calif.

November 11, 1952 at Salton Sea, Calif. 121.70 mph.
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266 Class, a measure of the rapidly
increasing speeds in this class. Two
new classes were represented in the
membership roster this year. Art
Maynard became the first driver to
officially record a 100 mph perform-
ance in the 225 Class and Burnett
Bartley, Jr. pushed a 7 Litre over the
century mark. The Unlimited Class
accounted for six new members.

Mildred Foulke earned the title of
“Queen of Speed” when she became
the first feminine member of this ex-
clusive group. The seventeen drivers
who have previously qualified for
the Club are: Guy Lombardo, Gar
Wood, Stanley Dollar, Bill Cantrell,
Harold Wilson, Jr., Lou Fageol, Dan
Arena, Horace Dodge, Stanley
Sayres, Paul Sawyer, Chuck Thomp-
son, W, Melvin Crook, Ted Jones,
Morlan A. Visel, Lorin Pennington,
Chuck Powell, and Sid Street.

On these pages we present the
qualifying performances of the 18
new members and photos of the
boats that carried them past the cen-
tury mark in 1952,

MAR-BEL—266 CLASS
William Curtis Martens of Hampton, Virginia,

November 11, 1952 at Salton Sea, Calif, 101.08 mph

RESTLESS 111225 CLASS
Art Maynard of Long Beach, Calif,

August 11, 1952 at Seattle, Wash. 100.02 mph.

MIXMASTER—266 CLASS
Louis Nuta, Jr. of Miami, Florida,
December 29, 1952 at Miami, Fla. 122,03 mph,

WILDCATTER—7 LITRE CLASS
Burnett G. Bartley, Jr. of Pittsburgh, Penna.
December 29, 1952 at Miami, Fla. 101.85 mph.

SMIPE—266 CLASS
On August 11, 1952 at Seattle, Washington,
Fred Galante of Visalia, Calif. 105.43 mph. E. O. Bergholdi, Jr. of Visalia, Calif. 105.27 mph.
Robert Ingram of Visalia, Calif. 107.49 mph. On November 11, 1952 at Salton Sea, Calif.

e L

MIAMI BOY--266 CLASS
D. C. Keisacker of Miami, Florida. Deceniber 29, 1952 at Miami, Fla. 113.38 mph,




Setting- up to

Harry Finds a
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Stock Motor Speed "Secret"

: Operation of the remote tachometer is simple.

Place the receiver against one ear; tune in the

motor from any passing boat, and read the rpm directly on the dial.

Top outhoard performance! Speed!
Everybody wants it—novice and ex-
perienced outboard men alike! Many
items are necessary to produce speed
and right now some of them may be
obvious to you, some unknown, some
vague, some downright confusing
and some ignored. Let’s look in on
the trials and tribulations of a begin-
ner—we'll call him Harry—and find
how he learned the hard way about
Setting-Up his job for speed.

For reasons known only to him-
self, Harry bought a Stock racing
outfit. He got it together and run-
ning well enough to.run with his
friends and even hot enough to
soundly outrun some fishing boats.
He soon joined a boat racing club,
and after swallowing a gallon of raw
butterflies, he made his debut as a
racing boat chauffeur. To Harry the
story of his first race is even more in-
teresting than the saga of the re-
moval of his appendix, but let's make
it short. He made a bad start in the
first heat and also a bad finish. The
second heat he vowed to do better—
and he did. He got the jump on the

field and also on the clock! In a few -

short minutes, he learned a great
many things about boat racing—in-
cluding the fact that he had much to
learn,

The first conclusion that Harry

reached was that his motor was not

up to the standard of the others. He
felt this must be true for the others
passed him even though he jumped
the clock. It never occurred to him
that it could be anything but his
motor that was not right. Actually
his motor was just as good as any of
the others (he hadn’t had a chance
to butcher it yet) and his boat and
prop were about on a par. He began
to suspect that there are “speed
secrets” which he must find out. He
knew that it was going to take some
hard work to learn how to drive.
What he didn't know was that he
should also work to find the right
combination of boat, motor and prop.

A lot of boys who should know
better believe that some of their
“secret” methods help them win
races. The Stock regulations limit
them so much that they cant do
anything to help or hinder their mo-
tors. Actually, the time and exper-
ience they apply to good driving and
set-up is doing the winning for them
—not motor secrets.

Harry was now in the first phase
of Stock racing — he didn’t know
enough about his equipment to ac-
tually do anything to it or with it.
He felt sure that some of the hot
boys had experts set-up their motors
and wished he could find someone to
do his. (Remember now, he was in
Stock racing — not Modified.) He
continued to race with varying suc-
cess and became a fair hand in a
boat race. Now he realized that there
must be ways of getting more out
of equipment combination, As is
often the case, he was given the
“snow job” treatment about “gadgets,
gimmicks, etc” He bought things,
filed things, tried things, and ran the
gamut of the “secret stuff.” He was
now in the second stage of Stock rac-
ing. This was an unpleasant and un-
satisfying experience for him—and
the motor inspector—so let’s get on.
Seme Stock racers NEVER quite get
past this stage but fortunately, Harry
did. By keeping his eyes, ears, and
mind open, Harry eventually re-
placed his gimmicks with some good
tools, and his files with a clean rag,
He was getting to be a “Hot Pilot”
and knew how to be in the right
place at the right time on the race
course. He learned to keep his mo-
tor, boat and props in a state of per-
tection and balance—as the factory
engineers had designed them.

Just as he had learned that HE
must be in the right place at the
right time, Harry also learned that
his motor and prop must be in the
right place on his boat at the right
time. From observation of his own
outfit and those of others, he began
to have an increasing regard for mo-
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tor tilt, angle, transom height, pro-

llers, cavitation, carburetion and
uel, ignition and spark plugs, boat,
bottom, fin, afterplane, motor RPM,
course conditions, and water and
temperature. ALL OF THESE
THINGS ARE CLOSELY RE-
LATED TO EACH OTHER AND
TO SPEED AND PERFORMANCE.
He had a name for this attempt to
balance all factors — the SET-UFP
Most top drivers will agree that
more races are won by good outfits
well set-up than by any other means
EXCEPT good driving and hitting
the starting line first. Driving an out-
fit is a human problem — not a
mechanical one . . . so let's leave
that and get to the mechanics of
this thing,

Harry learned early in the game
that a speedometer was a necessity
for determining performance of an
outfit. He knew that an accurate
gauge was needed for proper setting
of ignition contact points and spark
plug gap. His engine was set-up
properly for winning performance
with a minimum of guess work. His
ENTIRE OUTFIT must be set-up
for winning performance with
gauges and indicators, Any change
in his outfit, such as a newly de-
veloped or newly tried prop, must be
tested accurately and conclusively
with some sort of mechanical indi-
cator to eliminate guess work. Any
change in his outfit to match a par-
ticular course or atmospheric condi-
tion should be made according to
indicated boat PH and motor RPM,

Now let's get down to some basic
facts and see how Harry worked
them out and how you can put them
to use for your ultimate purpose —
top performance.

The rule is: OPTIMUM RPM aids
TOP HORSEPOWER aids TOP
BOAT PERFORMANCE aids TOP
SPEED. If top speed is your ob-

_ jective and proper RPM a means to

The use of remote sound tachometers to determine exact outboard RPM is not new. Early develop-
ments in this field preduced large and expensive instruments like the one shown in the picture
with the earphones attached. These units never had widespread appeal for a number of reasons.
The instruments were delicate and could not stand rough handling due to the use of vacuum tubes
in the circuit. Deterioration and weakening of parts in the circuit with continued use demanded
periodic calibration, $150.00 was the average cost for one of the early instruments, which coupled
with the cost of maintenance practically limited the use of the instrument to engineers and large
organizations. The latest development in this field, the new Seaboard tachemeter, which is about
the size of an average miniature camera, is pictured beside the older instrument. This new and
useful device is within the means of any outboard owner and has the further advantage of being
compact and foolproof, requiring no calibration or maintenance.

it, you should have a method of de-
termining RPM as well as MPH. 1f
you have an indicated MPH, how
can you be sure that it is top MPH
unless you can determine that you
are turning the correct RPM with
your engine? Incidentally, this would
not necessarily be the maximum
RPM. Knowing indicated MPH with-
out knowing RPM may be like fight-
ing with one arm tied behind you,
even though you may still win. It
would be like setting breaker points
without a gauge and trying the en-
gine after each setting until you ob-
tained top performance . . . how
long would that take? Here is an
example with our friend Harry.

By luck and skill he was beginning
to line the shelves of his home-sweet-
home with trophies. He was winning
some clam-bake races and some big

(Continued on page 47)

Simplicity is the keynote of the new
outboard tachometer,
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The famous Ritner smile is still in evidence nineteen days after the accident which cost Bill his

1Lt CITNER

Final 266 heat at St. Petersburg. Three seconds after this pix was taken Bill Ritner's

Big Wa Wa

(F-247, the third boat from the camera) flipped and Ritner was run over by the Miami Boy coming
up fast from behind and not yet in the picture. That's the winner, Bobby Rowland in foreground,

right arm. He is pictured here with his wife Mildred vpon his release from the hospital,

BY MICKEY McLINDEN

“T had a premonition that some-
thing was going to happen,” said
Bill Ritner.

‘I was in first place during the
first heat . . . then all of a sudden I
froze up. I wound up in third place

. and should have won easily, My
outfit was going along at a perfect
clip ... but I felt something strange.
It's hard to explain. I just felt that
something was going to happen,”

More than 15000 spectators . . .
some just curious onlookers, others
just those who halted momentarily
during an afternoon drive, but the
majority of them ardent addicts of
the sport of powerboat racing . . .
saw “it happen”. They saw Bill Rit-
ner'’s 266 cuﬁ)ic inch hydroplane, Big
Wa-Wa, become airborne as a gust
of wind sweeping across Lake Mag-
giore in St. Petersburg, Florida,
whipped his bobbing Hydro into the
air . . . they saw Bill flipped out of
the cockpit and into the water . . .
and they saw the boat right behind
Big Wa-Wa, D. C. Keisacker’s Mi-
ami Boy, move at lightning speed
through the spray and smack into
Ritner’s floating body.

What they didn't see was the pro-
peller of Miami Boy sever Ritner’s
right arm at the shoulder, slice a
/gash an inch deep into his sun-
tanned neck, and miraculously miss,
by a fraction of an inch, both his
spinal cord and jugular vein,

Exclusive of death, veteran pow-
erboat observers who saw the har-
rowing accident claimed it was the
most hair-raising incident within
memory. It was the worst accident
4

in the 15-year history of the St.
Petersburg  Southland ~ Sweepstakes
Regatta, the largest powerboating
event of the winter season in the
south,

Bill Ritner today — mere weeks
since his near-fatal accident of Feb.-
ruary 8—looks like a man who had
just shed a case of the flu. Nothing
more. His recovery has been mir.
aculous. Nothing less.

When brought unconscious to
shore and rushed to a St Petersburg
hospital immediately after the shat.
tering accident, Bill was almost
bloodless. He's received 11 pints of
blood since the tragedy, not to men-
tion the carload of letters, cards and
well-wishes of powerboating enthus-
iasts from virtually every section of
the country.

If ever you're in his home town,
Merion, Pa., drop by and see Bill,
He'll be pleased to talk things over
with you. He'll tell you about the
way he blacked out just before his
Hydro was hoisted by a gust of
wind . . . about remembering abso-
lutely nothing until he woke up five
days after his harrowing experience

. about how he offered several
suggestions to powerboat officials at
a recent Philadelphia meeting . . .
about his future powerboating plans

- and about how he plans to lend
his son, 19-year-old Bill Jr., the
knowledge he’s acquired in a de-
cade of powerboat competition.

“When I was in St Petersburg,
after I was released from the hos.
pital,” Bill says, “I spoke with a lot
of the local powerboaters, Les Traf-
ton, Sammy Crooks, P. J. Henn, Ray
Gassner and several others. They're

—Robt, Leahy photo.

all in accord with what I told Ameri-
can Power Boat Association Officials.
One of the main things I told them
was that it's just too hazardous to
ride into the spray of a boat imme-
diately in front of you, Of course, [
harbor no malice whatsoever against
the fellow who ran into me, but had
he been to my left or right, I'd still
have my right arm today,” the genial
4l-year-old Ritner concluded,

ériuning broadly as if he'd just
picked a four-figured daily double
at Santa Anita, the slightly balding
Ritner hasn't found it too difficult
to negotiate without his right arm.,
At least, he says as much. He can
shave, dress and eat without aid, “I
have to have a bit of help when a
juicy steak is put before me,” he
chuckled. But he’s determined to
lick that too. (He's ordered a special
steak knife for one-armed persons,
One side is razor sharp. )

Ritner’s morale is excellent,
Chances of getting an artificial arm
are void, however, as his limb was
severed right at the shoulder, You'd
think a fella who's been 41 years
with a right arm would be a bit self
conscious without it. Not Bill, As a
matter of fact, anytime he speaks to
anyone he refers to it immediately
—and as his “phantom” arm. The
limb was found two weeks after the
harrowing accident in Lake Mag-
giore,

Ironically, Ritner has raced all
over the U.S. and Canada — and
Florida is the only state where he
has been injured—three years in a
row and each time seriously. “There’s
one thing about me,” Bill grins, “I'm
a glutton for punishment.”
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ACCESSORIES AND
EQUIPMENT

CATALINA WATER SKIS—The Catalina line Is
complete with Jumping skis and exhibition type
water skis, knocked-down ski kits, finished skis
for every trick In the category, ski bindings for
all skis, etc. Catalina skis are made from se-
lected clear grain materials, with “ankle-fash-
ioned” molded rubber heel pleces. assuring snug
fit without binding eor chafing. Molded rubber
toe pleces, with “arch-form' design permit
quickest release of foot on spills, All wood lam-
inations are securely bonded by a special weld-
ing process. These skis are lght. professionally
designed for experts.and beginners alike, perfect
in balance, design and in ease of riding. Jump-
ing skis are furnished with regulation double-
post, fully adiustable foot bindings, available
in three wood styvles—L. E. Martin, Manufac-
turer's -agent, Redondo Beach. Callf.

MICHIGAN WHEEL—"Aqua-Jet" speed wheels
have been credited with world speed records In
various outboard classifications. Application of
these wheels requires no alteration of lower
units. The Michigan Wheel Company's outboard
catalog, widely known as the outboarder's bibie,
contalns much helpful information on how to
obtain more speed and better performance from
outboard motors. It illustrates and describes
their famous Agua-Jet racing propellers and

provides propeller recommendations for almost
every motor, hull, and load ‘combination. Also
shown In this catalog is a complete line of boat
hardware trimmings., specdometers, steering
wheels. water skis and other appurtenances, A
copy may be obtalned fres by simply address-
ing a reguest to Michigan Wheel Company,
Grand Rapids 3, Michigun.

LONE STAR TRAILERS — Years of experience
and discussion with small boat owners led to
the development of the '"Road King,” which is
a traller designed specifically for small boats,

engineered with all the best features boat own-
ers asked for. This trailer is easy to unhitch,
wheel to the water's edge, launch, and reload—
& one-man eperation. Road sway and whip ac-
tion is eliminated by a low center of gravity,
engineered load distribution and balance —
Lone Star Boat Mfg, Co. Grand Prairie, Texas.

THE FOUR WAY WELDER, long a favorite
among hot rod enthusiagts and hobby craftsmen,
is desizned to handle all kinds of welding. braz-
ing, cutting, and soldering operations on sheet
metal up to 20 gauge. It will braze & maxium of
3/32" material and use welding rod up to 5/64".
The Four Way Welder will operate with perfec-
tion from any properly wired 110 volt A.C. or
D.C. line. fused for 30 amps. It is ideal for auto-
motive body and fender repairs. making and re-
pairing metal boats and hundreds of other use-
ful metal items.

This welder is shipped complete including all
operating accessories and supplies to begin weld-
ing at once, An outstanding safety feature of
the Four Way is the on-off foot switch which
prohibits the operation of the welder until the
foot switch is:depressed. Four-Waoay-Welder Co.,
Chicago, Il

SPEED and SPRAY, May, 1953
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THE LATEST IN BOATING

PANEF MFG. CO.— Among the many useful
items manufactiired by Panef iz Retriev-a Buoy,
a clever device to protect valuable equipment.

This interesting product works like this: It is
attached, for example, to a fishing rod, which
is lost overboard. After a few minutes of com-
plete submersion. the specially compounded Pan-
eroid cartridee is dissolved and a powerful
spring, strong enough to drive the Buoy through
weeds or muck, is released. The spring drives
the Buoy and an attached nylon line to the
surface; chemicals add jet action to the rising
buoy and release dye an the surface of the
water. Just pick up the Buoy and pull in the
lost © eqUipment! Various models of Retriev-a
Buey are avallable to protect outboard motors
fishing rods and feels, even sallboats, hydro-
planes and other small e¢raft. also a snap-on
model’ for. tackle box, binoculars. ete.—Panef
Mifg. Co., Inc., Milwaukee 1, Wisc,

HOLSCLAW—The 1853 Boat-roadster has been
redesigned, making it far superior to previous
models. This model still has the outstanding
feature. making it possible for one person to
put a boat Into the water or take it out, even
though the boat may be 16" in length, welghing

300 to 400 pounds. This traller is sturdily bullt
so that it can be pulled over any type of road,
any distance, without worry as to boat and
traller. Holsclaw's new Sportratler is a reason-
ably priced conventional type trailer that has
many outstanding features such as rubber
padded, self-adjusting cradles, tubular steel,
rubber padded adjustable bar to eliminate the
old web strap method of tle down.—Holsclaw
Bros., Inc.., Evansville, Ind.

*AMERICAN PAD & TEXTILE COMPANY fei-
tures a new Tapatco cover for motors. with
cover and lining of waterproof vinyl plastic,
heavily padded, Sizes available to fit all stand-
ard outboards. A new line of “tailor made" boat
cushions Is now offered for Lyman runabouts.
A child's vest has the Kapok en-
closed in vinyl ¢ lopes.

MUSKEGON OUTBOARD SPECIALTIES—A 97-
page “Outboard Racers Manual' compiled by
Muskegon Outboard Specialties completely covers
all phases of motor rebuilding. hulls,
fuels, propeller nd contains lots of hard-to-
get inform strations, graphs. charts,
ete. Also ¢ specialty items are: new
advanced Tubes adaptable to all
transoms peedometers. high tensile KR
Class A o lug type pas tank caps;

far supports and
bearing cup s Muskegon Outboard Spe-
clalties Co.. Muskewon, Michigan.

. racing propellers. Shown

*BAKER MANFACTURING CO. enters the boat
field with a new set of attachments, Hydrofolls,
which raise an outboard boat about 18 in, over
the water by the same principle as flying. The
three Hydrofoils can be adjusted for passenger
loads after or before starting, and can be folded
for compact transport by ordinary beat traller.
A motor shaft extension also is available. The
Hydrofoils welgh about 120 pounds and can be
bought installed.

HI J PROPELLERS-—Harold I. Johnson Com-
pany of Newport Beach, California manufacture
the custom designed Hi J tapered bore inboard
in the accompanying

photo is a part of the Hl J line. Slo-Mo-Shun
IV's massive '"Gold Cup'' propeller at the bottom
of the plle contrasts sharply with the small
limited hydroplane propeller on top of the stack.

Beveral members of the Johnson organization
are pictured in the photo., Left to right, Owner
and propeller engineer Harvold I. Uohnson, John
Keefer, Dale Crook, and Genersl Manager Ren-
nle Ludlam.

DOLFINITE—An inc¢rease of 17% In the number
of colors shown is a feature of the new color-
card folder on Doilfinite marine paints, enamels,
varnishes, and compounds for pleasure craft,
Included in the new color card and literature
are deck and ship paints. bottom paints, inter-
for cabin enamels, marine enamels. row-boat
paints, water-line colors, engine enamels, and
interior hull and bilge paints, Full description
of each product is included, A copy will be sent
free to anyone addressing a request to the
Dolphin Paint & Varnish Co, 822 Locust 8t
Toledo 3,  Ohlo,

"WAGEMAKER COMPANY offers I(ts specially
constructed Wolverine boat traller with a wineh
and roller at the forward end. It also has an
ndjustable front fork. coil springs. shock ab-
sorbers and roller bearings.

“TEE-NEE TRAILER CO. introduces its Tom-
Thumb trailer for light boats up to 15 ft. long,
It has new wuniversal. rocker-type cradles and
pre-loaded transverse springs. Tee-Nee also has
a complete line of deluxe and stripped outboard
trallers and accessories.

AMERICAN TRAILERS—A complete line of trall-
ers of all types Is manufactured by American
Trailer & Mfg. Co. The smallest” stockboat

traller is used for boats up te 12 fi. in length
and has a carrying capacity of 500 lbs, SBtand-
ard Model BT-20-H DeLuxe comes' equipped
with electric brakes, fenders, and gas can racks
as standard egquipment, Model BT-60 carries
larger boats. All of these traileérs are used for
high speeds over all types of highway.—Ameri-
can Trailer & Mfg. Co., Los Angeles, Calif.

TATTWOOD BRASS WORKS, INC, has an inex-
pensive runabout steering kit as well as a com-
plete line of marine hardware. The kit containsg
a4 steering wheel. two deck pulleys. two guides,
two rope tighteners, 30 ft. of tiller rope and
tiller rope clamps. The pulley and rope guides
are brass chrome plated,

‘LAUSEN SPECIALTY CO. has a new electric
starter for Johnson 25" motors. This “‘Dyna-
Start'’ push button starter is completely con-
cealed under the shrouds. The push button re-
places the cord handle. and a button also can

%be placed on the dash.
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*PERKINS MARINE LAMP & HARDWARE CO..

has added nearly 50 new items to its 1953 line
of Perko products, Among these is an outboard
brass bilge pump designed for permanent mount-
ing on the transom or side of a boat. A new
Streamline Combination Light for outboards
contains a regular flashlight battery and out-
side switch,

*THE LAFAYETTE SUPPLY COMPANY offers
8 wide line of pouch and hood type covers for
motors, equipment and boats. Their Original
Moto-Pouch is a zipper type, waterproof duck
tailored cover coated with vinyl plastic, com-
plete with carrying handles. It comes In 20
models to fit various motors.

*BRINKTUN COMPANY has developed a sturdy
Portastand to carry and store outboard motors
which can be folded quickly into a flat unit for
car storage. The Car Carry, a rubber-tired unit,
also is available for cartop motor transporta-
tion. Another product is the Mak-Ur-Own shear
pin unit.

*EAGLE MANUFACTURING COMPANY offers
an assortment of outboard gasoline filler cans
In 1% to § gal, models. The Eagle Flat-Jak
Stowaway Filler with automatic shut-off valve
in spout end is listed under the re-examination
service of Underwriters' Laboratories Inc. for
outdoor use,

*GULF OIL CORPORATION has a new pamph-
let, “Trouble Shooting Your Outboard,” which
Includes & check list for some of the more com-
mon minor motor difficultles which could be
adjusted 'on the spot.” It lists some 40 Items
to check to locate outbeard trouble,

*SOCONY-VACUUM OIL COMPANY, INC. has
A& new booklet, "Your Outboard.,” which de-
scribes good operation and maintenance such
RS the proper ampplication of lubricants. They
Also offer an Improved 2% gal. Mobiloll out-
board can with flexible pour spout. hold clip,
stralner and measuring cup attached to the
filler cap.

BOATS

DUNPHY—In their 99 vears of hoat building,
Dunphy has many exclusive features in their
molded mahogany line of both runabout and
utility boats, There are 23 models to choose
from, ranging in size from 12' in length with
n 48" beam to 6 10" with & 63" beam. The
lightest boat |s 89 pounds. These molded ma-
hopany plywood hulls are constructed of full
length veneers running 4rom gunwale to gun-
wale, which 1s termed complete crossbanding,

In this type of construction there are no butt
Joints near or at the keel. The entire hull is
treated Inside and out with a wood preserva-
tive, They have one plece five ply molded ma-
hogany decks and cantilever seats.—Dunphy
Boat Co., Oshkosh, Wisc,

CHETEK—Fifteen boats are offered In the 1953
Chetek line, including the Sportabout, a planing
boat which can be used with larger motors to
get to fishing grounds aquickly, the Explorer
series, practical ull purpose runabouts. and the
new Chetek “Great Laker.' largest of the line,

The last is specifically designed to carry a
heavy load safely and speedily in the choppiest
waters. The construction throughout is extra
heavy for maximum strength. Planking is 9/16"
thick fastened to husky ribs spaced on 4'4"
centers, All Chetek boats are built of western
eedar strip with oak ribs and mahogany faced
plywood transoms.—Chetek Boat Corp, Chetek.
Wisc.
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ALUMA CRAFT — Among the new boats an-

nounced by Aluma Craft is a complete outboard
cruiser of all aluminum construction, with Aque-
duct transom, round bottom and equipped with
buoyancy tanks for safety. The features include
berths, galley, sliding hatch, cabin and ample
cockpit space. Aluma Craft also make a Model
F 14 ft. boat which, because of its broad width
at beam and transom is exceptionally steady

and handles well even with small motors. The
Model K {5 a large roomy boat capable of speeds
over 30 mph, Like all other Aluma Craft models,
the Model K Is llght in weight and has many
safety features—Aluma Craft Boat Co.. Min-
neapolis 6, Minn,

MOSHER—A complete line of racing hulls is
bullt by Mosher, In additlon to pleasure boats.
All hulls are serew fastened and permanently
glued for long lasting service. The completed
boat is treated with a specially prepared waler
repellant to prevent warping, swelling, dry rot
or welght gaining, Important factors for per-
formance and dependability. The finest mater-

lals and workmanship are o must at the factory
to glve the best to the exacting driver. Two
natlonal championships and’ two world records
were recorded in the last few months in two
gtunhur Hydros,—Mosher Boat Co.,, McKeesport,
ennu,

CENTURY--Century Boat Company s now in
production on its new “Viking 18" a clinker
buflt, all mahogany planked, salt water screw
fastened utility Inboard for big water use, The
Viking is sturdily bullt for seaworthiness and
stability in heavy seas. Bottom and rudder are
designed to afford maximum maneuverability
at full throttle as well as at minimum trolling
speeds. Of lapstrake construction, Wer capacity
Is nine persons, with ample equipment space,

She can be used for family recreation. hunting.
fishing and water skiing or as & tender. Century
also builds the beautiful African Mahogany Sea
Maid 20, and the Century Resorter 18 and 20,
a8 well as a line of outboard models,—Century
Boat Co., Manistee. Michigan.

SHELL LAKE—An 18 ft. Convertible outboard
model is introduced this year which can be
purchased either as an open boat with closed
punwales and 60 in, mahogany deck. or with
heavy framed plate glass windshield and side
wings, Shell Lake also offers an 18 ft. outboard
cruiser with plywood half cabin. Other newer
models include their Scamp in 14 and 16 fi. for
a larger. deeper hull for either utility fishing
or family pleasure—Shell Lake Boat Co., Shell
Lake, Wisc.

LIMBOCKER—-Blitz Racing Products is intro-
ducing the new Limbocker Super Skiff and com-
panion Deluxe, designed for use with any oul-
board engine up to 16 hp. The Super has four
cross seats and the Deluxe Super has front and
center decks added. There are also four Stock
Runabouts in 11 fi. and 13 ft. lengths.—Blitz
Racing Products, Burlington, Towa.

SPEEDLINER. Designed for comfort and speed
with safety, the Speedlinéer is precislen builc
throughout, outstanding in appearance. sed-
worthiness and performance. The Speedliner has
a number of records won in 1952, among them
Model M-5089 won Class JU and Model M-610
won Class AU at the APBA National races:
Model M-213 was the fastest DU boat through
the mile traps at 56 plus mph. A Model M-T13
entered 13 Class CU races in the Chicago Mid-
west Circuit and won all 13 races. Speedliners
were also winners in the following Marathons:
Winnebagoland, Top-O-Michigan, Missourl Riv-
er, Greenville to Vicksburg, Detroit River, James
River, Mississippi River and other marathons.
Boat kit models are also available.—General
Marine Co., St, Joseph 25, Missouri.

PABST —-The Pabst line of racing hulls for 1953
mclude the Model 202 stock runabout for A & B
class molors and the Model H 3 Hydro for J,
A & B motors. Both the Model 202 and H 3 have
established an outstanding record of wins In
competition and their fine construction and
performance is directly responsible for the ever
Increasing demand for these hulls. A new C D
stock runabout will be avallable in limited
numbers in 1953. Pabst deslgned and built bouts

hayve been produced in La Crosse since 1906
and outboard racing hulls sinee 1927, —Pabst
Boat Co., LaCrosse, Wisconsin,

MERCURY BOATS—With the introduction of a
22" crulser and a 14' Ski tuk. Mercury Boat will
be producing 7 models during 1953. Refinements
of deslgn include cleaner, sharper deck lines
and incrensed windshield area. Hulls will con-
tinue to be solild mahogany planked and bronze
screw fastened, with hronze shafts and fittings,

B ey
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The crulser sleeps two In the cabin. Steering and
engine controls have been placed in the ,cockpit
behind the flying bridee. The new Mercury ski
tug has been developed In response to demand
for a high-performance rough-water runabout,
Gray englnes power all Mercury models.—Mer-
cury Bout Co,, Burbank, California,

THOMPSON-—Anticipating the best beating year
the boating industry has ever seen. C. J, Thomp-
5011, President of Thompson Bros. Boat Wig.
Co,, announced that they will have the most
complete line of boats that they have ever had

to offer. Featured in the line thils year are the
new plastic covered Aqua Dope Take-A-Long
boats. that run in length from 10 to 14 ft, for
those people who live in hot dry climates. These
boats are ready to mo, whether they have been
out of the water 6 days or 6 months. The second
part of their line that s being featured for the
far West and the Southwest part of the Uniled
States, is their line of clinker boats, made of
plywood planking and fastened between the
ribs with ‘machine bolts rather than the con-
ventional nails. This new method of fastening,
exclusive with Thompson. has met with ouls
standing success. due to the simple manner of
tightening up planking in case of excessive dry-
ing.—Thompson Bros. Boat Mfg. Co. Peshtige,
Wisc.
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PHANTOM-—Phantom Hulls are designed and
built by Charles Shirley. All four Phaniom
models are now using the same bottom design
as was used on Art Pierre's record-breaking

R-94. The sides and decks of all models are of
marine grade weldwood mehogany veneer with
all joints thoroughly glued in addition to bronze
ard plated steel fastenings. The hulls now avail-
able are Phantom “A-B" S8tock Runabout, "'C-D"
Stock Runabout. "E-F'" Stock Runabout., and
“F"' Racing Runabout.—Westérn Marine & Mig.
Co., Lafayetie, Oregon.

LONE STAR—Three handsome new models for
1963 have been announced by the Lone Star
Boat Manufacturing Co. A 21 ft. aluminum
eruiser, the “Flagship'” and two new [iberglas
models, the deluxe “Texan" and the “Raneer"
make thelr debut along with Lone Star's new
and improved line of fourteen aluminum models.

The aluminum lne now conslsts of both flat
bottorn and semi-vee models ranging In length
from 12 ft. to the 21 ft. eruiser. All are buflt
of heavy gauge aluminum by the aireraft riveted
construction method, Light in weight, mainte-
nance free, these boats are excellent for fishing
or general boating pleasure. The new Fiberglas
models are of seamless one plece hull design of
great strength and require little or ne main-
tenange, — Lone Star Boat Mg, Co., Grand
Prair{e, Texas

SWITZER-CRAFT—There are two new famlly
models In the Switzer-Craft 1953 line, One is
the Shooting Star. a 14 ft. ribbon striped ma-
hogany outboard with 8 ft, beam and Lwo cock-
pits for motors up to 25 hp, The other is a new

12 ft. Play Boy, populsr priced family bost for
lower horsepower. In the racing line, minor
changes are being made In the Championship
Bullet and Baby Bullet stock utility models,
which conform to all APBA stock utility rules.
—Switzer-Craft Co.. McHenry, Illinois,

CHRIS-CRAFT—Chris-Craft unveiled a line of
123 different runabouts., utilities, crilsers nnd
motor yachts for 1833. Following modern con-
cepts of design both Inside and oul the new
boats offer wider options of power with modified
Vee-bottoms for great stability and speed. Chris-
Craft also has a 1953 line of prefabricated bont
kits ineluding fifteen models ranging from an

& ft. Pram to & 31 ft. erulser. These are very
ensy te assemble—Chris-Craft Co. Alzonac,
Mich.
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RINKER BOATS—The new Rinker molded ply-
wood hull for AU, BU and DU Class Outhoard
competition is built up to combine beauty, extra-
passenger utillty and amazing performance with
unprecedented speed. These boats are partlcu-
larly spectacular in the tight turns they ecan
make, and have become the “‘hull te catch' in
racing regattas. Rinker hulls are safe—made of
laminated layers of select birch veneers im-
pregnated with phenolie resin glue and molded
under high steam pressure. Hulls cannot twist
of warp., Finished decks are of finest marine
mahogany. Rinker boats are manufactured by
Goshen Churn and Ladder Co., Goshen, Indlana,

WILSON—The Wilson line far 1053 ineciudes a
new Model A-B Utility racer built of V"' Ply-
wood over hardwood frames, screw fastened,
new lapstrake bottom design which glves over

50 mph in stock Utility. Also in the 1853 linec
is a Sport Fisherman series In 10 ft. 12 ft.,
and 14 ft. lengths with 50" beam. These are
constructed of W' marine fir plywood over oak
framing, wlue bonded and screw fastened, avall-
able with or without a center deck, painted or
unpainted. Also featured in the Wilson line ls
a 3-point Hydroplane Kit of the latest design
The crate in which the kit is packed s also the
form on which to build the boat. It Is all marked
out for ensy nssembly —Wilson Boat Works,
Rice Lake, Wisc.

AERO-CRAFT—The all aluminum boats In the
Aero-Craft line are designed to combine excep-
tlonally lghtwelght seaworthiness and easy rid-
ing qualities with top speed and maneuver-
ablility in both ealm and rough waters. Made
of the finest aircraft aluminum, assembled with
tough nireraft riveting, all seams are cuulked
with lfetime compounds to produce boats that
eliminate all maintenance expense and work.

Other construction advantages feature reinfore-
ecd decking. sturdy bow and stern handles, non-
skld bottom walks and Styrofoam filled seat
compartments to assure the utmost in boating
safety and pleasure. The Malnliner Series is
new for 1053, designed to round out a complete
selection of hulls to meel every boating need—
Harwill Ine.. 8St. Charles Mich

WAGEMAKER—The 1853 Wolverine line includes
versatile flee 1l boats. This includes a
onstruction for general run-

and water sports. These boats

In addition, Wagemaker offers a variety of flat
bottom boats of either plywood construction or
mahogany and cedar sides. with tongue and
proove cedar bottom planking. Also for 1953
Wagemaker has three light., especially portable
bonts in eanvas covered portages for woodland
fishing and camping trips. and a molded duck
boat. The latter molded plywood boals are the
result of an improved construction method. pro-
ducing the lightest possible hull. highly resist-
ant to dry ro!. and unsurpassed for strength
and durability.—Wagemaker Company, Grand
Rapids 2, Mich.

THE GLASSPAR COMPANY'S latest challenge
to ‘the boating industry 15 a sleek 20 ft. 3 in.

fiberglas "Sport-Fisher” (pictured above) which
18 degfgned for either outhoard or inboard power
and will travel over 20 miles per hour with a
25 horsepower outboard, 1009 fiberglus con-
struction with shelter cabin, the Sport-Fisher
sleeps two in full size bunks.

The "Sea-Urchin,” a very popular model, was
deslgned with exceptional beam and freeboard
for easy handling with “big boat" performance
nnd safety.

Glagspar boats range in length from approxi-
mately 10 to 20 feet. Contact your Glasspar
dealer or write the Glasspar Company, 19101
Newport Avenue, Santa Ana, Callfornia.

DE SILVA—For 1853 D Bilva Boats ngain pro-
vide a full line of outboard racing boats. All
models have been modified throueh Improve-
ments proved in competillon. Custom bullt

throughout, frame #and superstructure are of
Phillppine mahogany—only the finest materinls
are used in construction. Two models have been
introduced for 1953—the Super © Runabout and
B Racing Runabout. The Super € made g spec-
tacular bow into competition on February 1st
it Lakeland, Florida when Bill Tenney of Van-
dalin, Ohlo established a new APBA five mile
competition record of 57,142 mph for C Racing
Runahoiuts. A companion to the DeLuxe C Run-
ubout, the Buper is o functional model with an
entirely new bottom and deck deslgn, The B
Ruclng Runabout s specifically designed for
the S8R Johnson racing motor and Is raced non-
sanction in various sectlons of the country.—
DeSilva Boats, Venice, California,

BOAT KITS

*CALIFORNIA KIT BOAT COMPANY has three
new outboard models in kit form for 1853, These
range from a 21 ft. Express Cabin Cruiser which
sleeps four, to a 16 ft. Ban Pedro, and a 12 ft.
V-Bottom BSportsman, Laminated fiberglass 1s
optional with the kits, The new Sportsman has
stowage space under the forward deck. It 15 of
sturdy construction with deep V-Bottom to as-
sure dry riding in all weather. The kit includes
ull mahogany rails, frame and flooring boards,

*UNITED STATES MOLDED SHAPES, INC. off-
ers new kit boats in complete molded plywood for
the 12 ft. Plover and 14 ft. Gull models. They
nlso have the 20 ft. Albatross outhoard cabin
cruiser kit with molded plywood Hull, transom
and cabin. Complete detalls and specifications
also are available to home boat builders for a
wide ranwe of shapes for small fishing boats,
dinghies. outboard tacing baats, runabouts snd
inboard and outboard cabin cruisers,

MARINE HARDWARE

DEBBOLD'S MARINE SUPPLY manufactures a
complete line of racing engine equipment and
murine hardware for speed boats. New offerings
this year for hydroplines are fibreglass tail and
head rest. and engine hood. Light In welght.
these items are conslderably less expensive than
their hand fabricated metal counterparts. Also
avallable is & custom styvled upholsiered bucket
seal. The Debbold 1953 catalog, available for a
quarter, lists the complete line. I. E. Debbold's
Marine Bupply Co., Lynwood, Calif,
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. EVINRUDE MNew Super Fast-

S

MOTORS

EVINRUDE — The Evinrude 1953 line includes
four easily handled outboard motors: Lightwin,
a 3 hp alternate firing twin. This is an exeellent
fishing and ‘“‘earry along” motor. Features in-
clude Fisherman Drive and trouble free opera-
tion in shallow water, weeds and shoals, with s
weight of only 32 Ibs. Fleetwin, 7.5 hp alternate
firing twin. This is a favorite family and fish-
ing motor. Duo eluteh for neutral starting and
press button handling ease, with a weight of 47
Ibs. Super Fastwin, a new quiet middle welght
motor of 15 hp, complete with gear shift, syn-
chronized throttle and spark in handle, and 8
gallon gas tank. Trolls and pulls water skiers,
Big Twin, a 25 hp aiternate firing twin, High
bower operation for runabouts, cruisers and
water skiers, Complete with gear shift, roto-
mutic speed control and Cruis-A-Day gas tank,
Evinrude Slmplex Remote Controls, for use with
1953 Evinrude Super Fastwin and Big Twin
models only, Attached in 30 seconds. Available
in 7 &, 12, 18 and 17 cable lengths. Duo
controls alse available for twin motor installa-
tion.—Evinrude Motors, Milwaukee 18, Wisc.

CHAMPION MOTORS — Seveni new. outhoards
are being introduced for 1953, five of which are
Jubllee Champion gear shift molels with new
4-In-hand control for speed, steering and triple
shift. Three are the 5 hp, 7.5 hp and 15 hp Jubi-
lee Champlon shift models, and the other two
are hydro-drive models in 7.5 hp and 15 hp.
All have EZ-Off auto-type hoods, and double
carrying handles. The other two new models are
for the speed fans—a 7.5 hp “J" class Hot Rod
slightly under 10 cu. in. piston displacement,
and a new “B" class Hot Rod of nearly 20 cu
In. — Champion Outboard Motors Co., New
Brighton, Minn.
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MERCURY MOTORS—Two new restvled models
headline the 1953 parade of Mercury outboard
moiors: the Mark 15 and Mark 20. The Mark
15 is a slim, sleek, compact and powerful per-
former in the 15 cu. in. 10 hp class, and the
new Mark 20 is a 20 ew. in. 14 to 18 hp maotor,
with a revolutionary design, These new 1953
models are much smaller in size than other
motors of comparable performance and can be
carried or stowed away in a car trunk with
ease. Both models have reverse gear and neutral,
Flo-tora safety drive, and remote fuel tanks
for all day fishing or pleasure boat riding. The
Mark 5 has a neutral clutch added this year,
which combined with 360° steering, provides
complete maneuverability on this powerful but
light welght fisherman’s favorite. The Mark 1,
reliable, smooth and steady 7% hp Mercury
motor, holds its top position as a versatile,
always-ready-to-go scientifically engineered out-
board. The Mark 40—1953 improved wversion of
the famous Mercury Thunderbolt—is back again,
4 4-in-line, alternate firing package of power,
which starts as easily as a 10_hp motor and
sceelerates from a slow fisherman's troll to 40
plus mph in split seconds.—Kiehaefer Corp,,
Fond du Lac, Wisc.

MARTIN MOTORS —The new Martin 200" &il-
ver Streak model in 20 hp is designed as a
heavier duty model for the family outboard
crulsing market. Radically new, the 8ilver
Streak has a removable steering handle with
“plug In" attachment for remote speed control,
twist-grip speed control and a new Instrument
panel, There are four other models rounding
out the Martin 1053 line—the lightweight 2.3
hp Martin ''20. the 4.5 hp, 7.5 hp and heavier
10 hp models. All carry Martin's full year fac-
tory guarantee.—Martin Motors, Eu Claire, Wisc.

JOHNSON—Outboard motors ranging from 3 to
25 horsepower, and a new throttle-and-shift
remote contral, are available in the 1953 John-
son Motors line. New this vear are special fea-
tures of the Sea-Horse 10 and Sea-Horse 25 for
sSuap-on attachment of remote controls. The
throttle-and-shift  unit, the Bhip-master, is
available in both single and twin-engine forms
with a variety of cable lengths. Both 10 and 25
hp moters have full-range gear shift (forward,
neutral and reverse) and twist-grip speed con-
trol. The Sea-Horse 5 features neutral gear; the
Sea-Horse 8 has angle-matic drive, Both have
380-degree nivot radius. The remote control
(Ship-Master) is advertised as corrosion-proof.
Stainless steel, bronze. alrok-treated aluminum,
nylon and bakelite are employved In protective
combinations to minimize wear and thwart the
effects of salt-water corrosion. Construction of
the control head itself is designed to provide
maximum ease of manipulation., — Johnson
Motors, Waukegan, Ilinois.

SCOTT-ATWATER — Heading up the line for
Scott-Atwater this year are two new . “Geld
Pennant" models in the 7% and 10 hp classes,
Both models feature twist-grip speed control,
complete shift forward, neutral and full reverse.
and a non-pressurized, separate six-gallon fuel
supply. A 16 hp model deslgned for heavy duty,
8 5 hp model with complete shift and a little
3.6 hp strip-single round out the Scott-Atwater
line, Other Scott-Atwater features are the single
knob carburetor control that tunes, chokes, and
drains the carburetor bowl, cushioned steering
handle, new type positive drop-pawl starter
with only seven major parts, and a shock-
absorber type propeller. just to- mentlon a few.
—Scott-Atwater Mfg. Co., Minneapolis, Minn.

Announcements indicated (°) by courtesy “Outboard Boating”
v ! g
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JOHNSON Sea-Horse 3

win Auto-lift hood Gasoline tark

MERCURY Mark 7

JOHNSON Sea-Horse 5

EVINRUDE Cruis-a-Day

MERCURY Mark 15

JOHNSON Sea-Horse 10

JOHNSON Sea-Horse 25

EVINRUDE Lightwin

SCOTT-ATWATER 7V hp
Gold Pennant Shift motor

EVINRUDE Big Twin
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SETTING UP TO WIN

(Continued from page 41)

ones too. A couple of times strange
things happened that baffled him.
He put it down to a sick motor or
“something.” Without realizing com-
pletely. he was beginning to be con-
scious of RPM. Coming out of a turn,
he realized that he had to have his
motor winding up—not too fast and
not too slow—in order to accelerate
and have straightaway speed too. He
soon was convinced that it took good
straightaway speed plus good speed
in the turn and good acceleration out
of a turn to win one lap. A good
combination of the three was neces-
sary to win a lap, heat or a race.
When he first started racing he
would take his outfit out on compar-
atively smooth water and set it up
for top straightaway speed. Then
when the other boys outran him in
rough water and tight turns of the
competition course, he didn't realize
that excessive cavitation was the
cause. Once when he was set-up
fairly high on the transom and using
a fast straightaway prop, he man-
aged to get a good start out in front.
In the smoother water he barged
ahead far enough to win in good
shape although he had begun to lose
ground because of slowness coming
out of the turns. Had Harry been
checked for RPM during these races,
he would have realized that his RPM
was too high because of improper
transom height, angle, prop, or all
three, Later on well get to a means
available now for determining the
RPM of an outfit running in a race
or anywhere else by someone on the
shore.

But let’s get on with Harry — He
had arrived “by gosh and by golly”
at & set-up which was good for the
short, rough water courses. He was
running his motor low on the tran-
som and had the lower unit “kicked
under.” Then he made his “big race”
on a long course with 5 buoy turns.
He had reached the point where he
never changed his set-up. With his
short course set-up, the boys ran off
and left him on the long course. Now
he really had a problem. How was
he to get his set-up problem whipped
for the course he was running on?
On the short course he had too many
RPM and on the long course, not
enough, He still didn’t realize that
improper RPM could be ecither a
cause or an effect, depending on the
situation. He didn’t realize this be-
cause he didn’t know what RPM he
was turning! More problems began
to come forth. He found that higher
elevations caused him no end of
trouble. He lost RPM and MPH be-

SPEED and SPRAY, May, 1953
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cause he had no way of determining
RPM.

Harry finally decided to take in a
Marathon. Trial runs with an extra
tank and the weight of the extra fuel
were a sad disappointment — he
wasn't going anyplace. He tried dif-
ferent set-ups and props ,and after
much fumbling and testing, another
boat beat him in a test run. If only
he could find out if his motor was
putting out proper RPM and power,
he would know whether or not he
was getting the absolute maximum
speed. About that time, one of the
local boys on the bank waved him
over and told him that he had
checked his outfit from the bank with
a remote tachometer and that he was
turning 5800, which was probably
about 200 RPM slow. With the help
of his new friend and the tachometer,
Harry picked up his lost RPM and
some speed that was hardly percept-
ible on his speedometer. Now he
knew he was getting all that he
could out of his outfit,

Boat racing is a good hobby and
Harry is still riding it for all it is
worth. He has learned a lot the hard
way, from experience, from maga-
zines, from friends and even from
his high school physies book. He
knows how to overcome troubles at
high altitudes. He has learned that
hot weather and high test gasoline
lead to pre-ignition, and that pre-
jignition is more prevalent at lower
RPM, and further that power losses
through heat are great, He found
that a lot of his “speed secrets” had
been shown to him by his speed-
ometer and tachometer results com-
bined. Proper set-up can be respon-
sible for winning performance and
BOTH instruments help get that
set-up!

A good set of tools and gauges will
help check engines for top perform-
ances. A straight-edge will help
check boat bottom surfaces. The
speedometer and tachometer will
check your combination set-up for
top speed. The better and more use-
ful the tools and gauges, the easier
it is to attain better speed and
performance.

Unquestionably, RPM and means
for determining it are vital factors
in speed performance. The foremost
manufacturers of Stock racing en-
gines advise that their large alternate
firing four cylinder engine magneto
can be advanced for good perform-
ance on the bench with an indicator
gauge. However, they also advise
that for absolute maximum perform-
ance, the engine should be operated
and adjusted on the hull BY USE

(Continued on Page 49)

Winner of the Pacific Motorboat Trophy—
Winner of the APBA Silver Cup, and now a
new straightaway world record for the 135
cu, in. hydro closs. Set at Seattle, Aug. 11.
98.549 100:418 99,483 avg.

For the finest in racing and
custom equipment—~For con-
sistently reliable performance

EDDIE MEYER

Cylinder Heads,
Manifolds, Ignitions,
Pistons, Camshafts,
V8 60 Dural Fly-
wheels,

For nydroplane, custom, or
racing engines.

EDDIE MEYER ENGINEERING CO.

645 N. ROBERTSON BOULEVARD
W. HOLLYWOOD 46, CALIFORNIA

CR, 6-2948 BR. 2-1205

ADVANCED DESIGN

FOR TOP PERFORMANCE
THE J(//:'.mspzu‘ SEA-~FARER

100% fiberglas construction and no
through-hull fastenings of Glasspar
boats creates a light weight boat of
exceptional strength, The 15-ft. SEA-
FARER gives additional speed with-
out increased horsepower and has
greater stability on turns due to more
effective lateral plane.

Contact your Glasspar dealer or
write for descriptive literature,
Glagspar fiberglas boats range in
length from 10-20 ft.; priced from
$225 to $2205. Write Dept. §8-5.

The SEA-FARER Deluxe. 495

g lasspar Company

19101 NEWPORT AVE, SANTA ANA, CALFORNIA
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Replacement
Parts

Write for list of many
parts including Heads,
Hubs, Rotor-valves,
Stems, Retainers, Crank-
cases, etc,

FULLER

H. H.

2317 STERLING AVENUE
INDEPENDENCE, MO.

Phone: Clifton 9924

48 Cu. In. Hydro Plans

FRAMES BLUE PRINTED FULL SIZE
PHOTOS; LOTS OF INSTRUCTIONS

Vic Klette’s World Record Holder
"Peggy” Built From Our Plans.

Fine custom hardware that will please
the most discriminating owner,

KENNY INGRAM

514 Museum Drive Les Angeles 65, Calif.

CUSTOM

II48.H

EQUIPMENT

¢ MANIFOLD ASSEMBLY, Complete with
Exhauet Stacks and Amal Clamp Type Float-
less Carburetors converted to aleohol. Ad-
justable to angle,
. ?UDDER. Forged heat treated chrome
maoly.
¢ STRUT. Chrome Moly available for any
shaft angle,
The world record helder “Peggy'' uses this

identical equipment.

Write for price list.

HUBBARD & KLETTE

1902 McKenzie Long Beach 5, Calif.

Phone 2-1617

MOSHER
HYDROS

M-A-B-C-D-F

® PRECISION MADE
® FINEST MATERIALS
@ CUSTOM DESIGNED

SEND FOR PRICE LIST
and Descriptive Literature

MOSHER BOAT CO.

311 ARCHER AVENUE

McKEESPORT, PA.

CLASSIFIED

Classified adwertising rate: 15 cents per ward.
$3.00 minimum charge. Payment in advance.

FOR SALE

135 HYDRO—Rich Hallett's own boat—ran six
heats since new. PFive firsts—88 plus through
traps at Miami, Will set the record with ease
in slick water., Ask the boys who saw it run at
Salton Ses, St. Pete and Miami. Jack Ritter,
1260 N.E. 97th St., Miami. Phone 78-0808.

RACING lower units for Evinrude and Johnson
25 HP. Speeds of 60 MPH and over possible.
Price §¥100.00. Order now for early spring de-
livery, Write Wm. L. Vrooman, 1162 Boyd B5t.,
Watertown., N.¥Y.

ALLISON Engine V 1710—E19 with spares and
gear box. Must sell. A/ Lange, 9218 Litzsinger,
8t. Louis, Mo,

DE LUXE runabout, S8peedliner model 913, com-

plete with hardware. 50 HP Evinrude motor. 20

hours running time. Two new blocks plus five

gll::ieeis. Andrew H, Prystasz, Powhalan, Pt
o

CHAMPION 749 HF motor. short and long shaft,
toraedo unit, 2 props, balanced and ready to go,
$215.00. Don Stahl, 202': 3rd Ave. No,, Virginla,
Minn.

SPEEDLINER Caravel Runabout — Brand new,
not over 2 months old and still in original crate.
For sale at wholesale price. Model M-713. Per-
feet for B, C or D motor. Central Wholesale
House. Conway, Bo. Carolina

PR 65 Vincent heads, Johnson 3 polnt Hydro.
raced 1% years, extra props. Sacrificing all for
§850.00. High point in 1931, runner up in 1952,
Reglon 16. DeWeese, P.O. Box 265, Provo, Utsh.

DIXIE FLASH Runabouts. AU and BU hulls in
stock. CU and DU hulls coming through. Upped
present CU record In February at Lake Alfred,
in for approval. The fastest stock runabouts on
the  water. Dealer inquiries invited. Anchor
Hardware Co,, Wrightsville Sound, No. Carolina.

hull like new. Cost #3000.00. Make reasonable
offer or will trade anything. "Trader Ed'' 1515
Bwift, North Kansas Clty, Mo, NOrclay 4478,

CLASS “E" Racing Runabout “'Hotfoot," Glazier
built hull is almost new and in perfect condi-
tlon. Mercury engine, bullt up by Mullle Scull,
has been run only in two races. Business forces
me to stop racing and offer this beautiful hull
and motor at a sacrifice price of only $1950.
Harry Pleming, 4534 Pine 8t, Philadelphia, Penn.

JACOBY' Flyawany Hydros, Bteerers, Throttles,
Helmets, Fins, Life: Jackets, Speedometers. Rac-
ing Accessories, Fred Jacoby Boat Works, North
Bergen, N.J,

COMPLETE OUTBOARD
RACING PARTS SUPPLY

New motors, new parts, castings and semi-
finished parts for all Racing moters. Send
25¢c for 1953 illustrated catalogue,
RANDOLPH HUBBELL
2511 No. Roesemead Blvd., El Monte, Calif,

48

NOW FASTER THAN EVER! Champion Boats

—the choice of champions—now available to
you! Easy-to-read plans: easy-to-assemble kits:
or easy-to-afford custom built speed boats, (18
models, outboard and inboard.) Send 25c today
for multicolored. illustrated catalogue, CHAM-
PION BOATS, 1524 W. 15th Street, Long Beach.
Callf, Dept, 100-E,

1451 DE SILVA Deluxe C Runabout, completely
equipped. Only run 4 few heats in 1852, ($275.00)
Perfect.

1952 NEAL Hydro, very latest, completely equip-
ped. ($250.00) Perfect.

TWO HEX Head Evinrude Racing Speeditwing,
battery or mag. One setup by Neal, other by
Blankenstein. Both can be setup on either Evin-
rude bracket and housing or Johnson P.R. Three
lower units. One Evinrude, one Johnson FP.R.,
cut by Neal (beautiful), one new Wisco, never
run (copy of Starns). The Blankenstein € just
purchased from Homer Kincald is hot, Assort-
ment of props.

ALL STEEL trailer with box, new tires, dropped
axle. Carrips two boats, four motors. SBacrifice
(8125.00).

For further informatlon, pletures and prices on
engines, write, call, or come see. James R. Ough,
116 36th Street, Moline, Illinois. Phone 4-5215.
1949 EVINRUDE Speeditwin, Strietly stock. Ex-
cellent. #150.00. Twin Rotary Evinrude Racing
Y. Very good, with chrome. cylinders and lat-
est lower unit that wil fit 460, $235.00, 1931
super " lower unit. Perfect, $50,00. Cylind-
ers, Wheels. Antigo €D boat, $175.00, Charlie
Olsen, Box 91, Antlgo. Wisc.

48 CU, IN, Mydro hull like new. Raced twice,

$405.00 Inecludes motor mounts, dash instru-
ments, fuel tank and battery box, All ready for
motor. Have trailer and Crosley motor in top
shape, Traller $150.00. Motor $230.00, Two com-
plete sets of stacks with Amal carbs set up by
Lou Meyer, $75.00 each, also miscellaneous parts.
Ben Ballinger. 2169 Broadway, Eureka, Calif.

“B" RACING Inboard Runabout “Wee Wlll!;"
complete. ready to race, Holds both records.
£850.00. Jack Kelley, 803 Woodrow, Oildale, Calif,

48 CU, IN, HYDRO Hull complete, except palnut_.'
51 Crosley, $250. M. S. Hornidue, 4811 Santa Cruu,
San Diego 7. Calif. Phone Bay 7741

CARBURETOR CONVERTED

MERCURY CARBURETORS Converted for Alco-
hpl Fuel—Does not affect performance with
gasoline, 5500, Ralph Hagood, 1834 Hammerlin
Ave., Orlando, Florida.

IN CANADA
Randolph Hubbell has appointed as agents for
his line of outboard racing replacement parts:

NORTHWEST MARINE, 6245 Decarle Blvd.,
MONTREAL, CANADA.

SUBSCRIBE TO
SPEED AND SPRAY
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SETTING UP TO WIN

(Continued from page 47)

OF A TACHOMETER. In this case
there is a direct drive tachometer
available for this motor. Two
cylinder engines are operated at full
allowable advance and do not have
integral tachometers. Electric tach-
ometers are available to attach to
these motors and the indicator is
mounted in the boat. Most drivers
have found that the indicator is dif-
ficult to read accurately because of
vibration and shock. -

Recently, a practical application of
the remote sound tachometer was
developed. This new instrument can
be used easily, accurately, and re-
motely by anyone from the bank and
can be attuned to any passing boat.
The unit is operated by pressing 1
momentary switch on the side and
Jistening to the interpolation oscilla-
tor with one ear and the passing out-
board with the other. The instrument
is attuned to match the motor beat
and RPM is read directly on the
scale. Interpolation is to within lim-
its of 25 RPM. The new tachometer
is about the size of a miniature cam-
era and is held in one hand. It has
no tubes and there is no warm up
period. Battery life is normally the
shelf life of the batteries or about 6
to 12 months. Battery life has a min-
imum effect on calibration which is
very accurate. All component parts
are protected against temperature,
moisture, and shock.

This instrument is called the Sea-
board Tachometer, manufactured by
the Seaboard Equipment Company,
of Surfside, Caiii!.

We now leave Harry with a bright
future. He still has lots to learn but
he has an accurate speedometer, re-
mote tachometer, and other tools to
help him reach top speed for win-
ning performance. He now knows
that proper RPM means power and
speed. However, if he ever gets a
phenomenal speed without top RPM,
he says he won't let it worry him.
WHO WOULD?

Acelaimed by thousands
of stock car and hot rod builders as
the welder of 1001 uses. Easily oper-
ated from properly wired 110 volt AC
or DC line, The ideal gift with a life-
long use. . . . Order today on 10 day
money back guarantee

FourWayWeider Company %ﬁ;’,ﬁ.‘:ﬂj‘..‘.‘fg; e
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DEALER DIRECTORY

SALES AND SERVICE

Confined to advertisements of district sales representatives for boats, motors. equipment and
aceessories and to local shops offering boat and motor revair and mainfenance. beoat painting.

upholstering. chrome rlating, machining, ete.

FRODUCTS OF THE ADVERTISER'S OWN

MANUFACTURE CANNOT BE ADVERTISED‘ IN THE SALES AND SERVICE DIRECTORY.
For attractive advertising rates write to Dealer Directory, Box 247. Newport Beach, Calif.

ARIZONA & CALIFORNIA

Arizona—Southern California Distributor
MERCURY OUTBOARD MOTORS
Swift Hydros. EKean-Craft Runabouts
Racineg Motors & Boats—New & Used
SEABOARD EQUIPMENT COMPANY
14250 Coast Hirhway Surfside. Calif.

CALIFORNIA—GARDENA

Boat Storage—New and Used Engines
Knock-down Kits, 18 to 38 Feet
New and Used Boats
C. RANDALL BOAT WORKS
17824 8. Main St. MEnlo 4-1362

CALIFORNIA—GARDENA

MERCURY OUTBOARD MOTORS
Scott-Atwater Outboard Motors
Deluxe "V Bottoms—8kiffs
Marine Hardware—Palnts—Supplles
MORGAN CRAFT BOAT CO.
15017 8. Figueroa St. MEnlo 4-45M1

CALIFORNIA—LOS ANGELES

EVINRUDE MOTORS
Hollywood Boats
Jabsco Pumps
MARINE EQUIPMENT INCORPORATED
50468 W, Pleco Blvd. YOrk 9368

CALIFORNIA—LOS ANGELES

Marine Hardware and Palnts
KIT BOATS and WATER SKIS
8ki Boats & Inboard Racing Boats
HALL CRAFT BOAT WORKS
0200 8. Avalon Blvd PL. 5-9202

CALIFORNIA—LOS ANGELES

Sales — MERCURY MOTORS - Repalrs
Complete line of Outboard Boats
Balt Tanks—Motors—Installation
Work on your small boat In our yard
NORM'S WESTERN MARINE SUPPLY CO.
5060 Venice Blvd, WAlnut 8939

CALIFORNIA—MALIBU

*»

Boats — Engines — Kifs
CLAY Mc¢CONNELL
22962 W, Pacific Coast Hiway

CALIFORNIA—NEWPORT BEACH
New and Used
Outboard Motors and Boats
MERCURY MOTORS
ROCKHOLT and SWIFT Hydros
Glasspar Boats

GLobe 6223

THE OUTBOARD SHOP
Dave Sples and Warren Atherton
916 Coast Hirhway
Shop: BEacon H656M — Home: HArbor 0471J

CALIFORNIA—NEWPORT BEACH

“SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PLATING
AND POLISHING HEADQUARTERS"

Cylinder Heads — Pipes
Qutboard Tanks — Headers
Sprayshields — Flywheels
Struts — Props — Fittings
Rudders —_— Covers

QUALITY WORK AT REASONABLE PRICES
Job and Production Service
NEWPORT PLATING CO.

2810 Villa Way HArbor 1300

NEW! Sensational!
Unichem FORMULA MO02C, the molybdenum disulphide
(moly) lubricant formulated specifically for 2 cycle
motors.
Truly an Insurance policy for your outhoard,

For details write

UNICHEM DEALER
308 Jasmine INQUIRIES
Corone del Mar, Calif, INVITED

CALIFORNIA—OAKLAND

CLUE AND REGATTA PHOTOGRAPHY
Northern California Coverage
Inboard — OQOutboard —- Stock Racing
“Agtion Photos of Your Boat"
LANKFORD PHOTOGRAPHERS
5054 Dover Street Fledmont 5-7482R

CALIFORNIA—OAKLAND

Speedliner Hoats — “0-J" Props
Complete MERCURY Parts Dept.
Bee-Liner Hydros: Life Jackets
New and Used Quicksilver Motors
MERCURY OUTBOARD MOTOR SALES
Andy Mullen, Prop.

A600 Shattuek Pledmont 5-0727

CANADA—MONTREAL

Agent for Randolph Fubbell
OUTBOARD RACING REPLACEMENT PARTS
Sules MOTORS Service
NORTHWEST MARINE
G245 Decarie Blvd.

COLORADO—GRAND LAKE

EVINRUDE MOTORS
CHRIS-CRAFT BOATS
Complete Bales and Service
GRAND LAKE BOAT SERVICE
Louise E. Millinger. Prop.

CONNECTICUT—HARTFORD
Stock Utility and Hydro Boats
Berviging Outboard Racing Motors
Little Glant Trallers
Racing Equipment and Accessories

SPEED-MARINE COMPANY
2 Chadwick Ave. Phone 23-4941

FLORIDA-—JACKSONVILLE

ELECTRONIC DYNAMIC BALANCING
Only Bervice in the Southeast
Latest Bquipment — Modern Methods
Crankshaft. Flywheels or Whole Motors
SOUTHEAST VIBRATION BALANCING
4356 Bethwaod Clrole

MAINE—BANGOR
BOATING EQUIPMENT
Wolverine — Penn Yan Dunphy Boats

Tee Nee Trallers — Mercury Motors
LEW LOUD
ik Oak Street

RHODE ISLAND—CRANSTON
MERCURY OQUTBOARDS AND PARTS
Pabst Boats, Chris-Craft Kit Boats
Aqua Sport Water Bkis
Complete Line of Outboard Accessorles
C. L. DURFEE HARDWARE
65 Rolfe St. Hopkins 1-0800

MICHIGAN—KALAMAZOO
SALES — BOATING EQUIPMENT
COMPLETE SERVICE
EVERYTHING FOR THE SPORTSMAN

WAGNER MARINE SALES & SERVICE
#1111 Lakeview Drive

INDIANA—MARION
MERCURY OUTBOARD MOTORS
Hydro and Stock Utility Hulls
Racing Eauipment and Acecessories
Complete Outboard Service

OUTBOARD HAVEN
311 E, Mh Street

pot

Champion Boats, choice of cham-
pions, now avoilable to youl Eosy-
to-read plans; easy-to-bulld kits; er
custom bujlt speed beals. Send 25¢
taday for illustrated catalog. CHAM-
PIOM BOATS, 1524 W.15th 5., long
Beach, Culif. Dept 50-E,
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The A.P.BA. Outhoard Racing Com-
mission has placed the official stamp of
approval ou the use of Stock Outhoard
motors in the regular racing classes. This
action means that the owner of a Stock
Outhoard motor now has three courses
open to him:

1. Keep his equipment STRICTLY
STOCK and race only in the Stock
Outhoard Division.

2. Keep his equipment STRICTLY
STOCK and race in hoth the Stock
Outboard and the regular OQuthourd
Racing Division,

3. Modify or convert his Stock motor in-
to a racing motor and compete ONLY
in the Outhoard Racing Division.
There we have it in a nutshell. Some of

the top-notchers in the Stock Hydro classes
will probubly elect to stay strietly stock
and pit their driving skill and stock motors
against the time proven racing Johnsons
and Evinrudes, Only time will tell how
successful they will be and it is probable
that course design will have much to do
with whether or not they can stay with
the fast accelerating racing motors,

With maodification there is a good pos-
sibility that the Stock motors converted to
racing will be pretty potent, especially on
long courses.

The big question has been “how much
modification will be permitted?” Here is
the answer: “When competing in racing
competition; the Stock Outhoard drivers
will be permitted to modify their motors
in accordance with the same modifications
permitted all rucing motors.” Following is
i partial list:

I, Use of fuel is permissible.

127 MPH!
266 cu. in, HYDROPLANE

1 way, 127 mph—2 way m;-nnge 122.039
mph in the DeSoto Howard equipped Mix-
master. Miami, Florida, Dec. 29, 1952.

.CAMS GROUND for ALL NEW
V8 OVERHEAD VALVE ENGINES
using solid tappets and adjustable push rods.

There is a Moward Cam for every engine
and every use—

We manufacture adjustable push rods
for all late V8 engines—

HOWARD’S RACING cAMS

10122:3 SOUTH MAIN STREET
'LOS ANGELES 3, CALIFORNIA

AMAZING NEW PRODUCT
PROTECTS DRIVERS AGAINST
BANGED KNEES - BODY BRUISES

Special resilient necprene sponge rubber,
filled with thousands of tiny air cells, will
not absorb water—resistant to heat, oil, gas
and alcohol—offers race drivers positive so-
lution to annoying problem, Comes in sheets
1" % 36" x 36"—easy fto cut—easy o
cement to floor boards and sides. 1" thick-
ness takes the place of 4'" ordinary sponge
rubber. ABSOLUTELY WATERPROOF. Adds
busyancy, not weight, to your boat,
Order Direct - No C.0.D.'s - Send Full Amount

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back!
READY FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT—

Knee Pads—1" x 18" x 18" . § 5.00
Half Sheet—1" x 18" % 367 $10.00
Full Sheet —1*' x 36" x 36" .$18.00

AGRALASTIC 2835

1356 SUNNYSIDE CHICAGO 40, ILLINOIS
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Any carburctor of American manufac-
ture may be used,

Mufflers may be removed.

Any make of piston which conforms to
specifications may be used.

Any compression ratio is permitted,
Cylinders may be chromed.

Cylinders may be bhored oversize as
much as 025 and oversize pistons
fitted.

The 1953 edition of the APBA Year
Book and Racing Rules which carries all
of the rules of all racing classes is just off
the press and available from APBA at 700
Canton Ave,, Detroit, Michigan at $1.50
per copy,

Watch out for a red hot battle at the
Gold Cup Races at Seattle this year. Stan
Sayres’ recent announcement that both of
the Slo-Mo's would be in top shape for the
battle plus the news that one of the boats
would campaign at the major regattas in
the East this vear puts an end to rumor
that he was retiving, (Nobody swallowed
that yarn anyway.) The air is full of rum-
ors these days and the following seem to
he pretty straight stuff. Juck Schafer is
building TWO new boats, hoth of them
three-pointers, One will be a single en-
gined rig which will probably be powered
with a Rolls-Royce, The other will carry
the tandem Allison power plant installed
last year in the unsuccessful Such Crust
I, Here is the big news from this stable,
Nobody is talking but the word is out that
Chuck Thompson will numage the teawm
and do one of the driving jobs. In our book
he is one of the top men in the game. loe
Schoenith is building a new Gale III for
young Joo who retums from Korea this

ot )

1o

month. They will campaign the Gale II
until the new boat is ready. Rumor Says
that Danny Foster will handle Al Fallon’s
Miss Great Lakes. Danny is a capable cam-
paigner and the Lokes is a good hoat. Nice
tean. The new Miss United States should
be ready for test runs carly in the spring.
Experienced builder in c¢harge on this one.
Could be a top contender. Haven't heard
of any activity around the Visel plant so
it looks as though Morlan will drive Bill
Stead’s Hurricane IV which is being work-
ed over up in Reno, There are a couple of
warmed over jobs around Detroit  that
might round into shape this year and one
new all metal outfit in the far Eust. Yes
Sirl There will e a hot time in Seattle
this year. ;

Syracuse, N. Y. will play host to the
Stock Outboard Nationals this year An-
gust 29-30-31, Two days of climinations
and competition and one day of mile trials

The new rules for the 48 Cu. In. Run-
about Class, permitting very few modifica-
tions have heen released — pretty much
stock—should put the class back in the
beginners bracket and just might bring in
i lot of new blood that isn't ready for the
full hop-up treatment in the 48 Hydros,

Notice that the N.O.A. has cut their
standard mile trial course to % mile. Now
we are getting some place, NLOLAL adopted
another rule  that sounds very sensible,
Drivers are to turnish the Referce with a
placard carrying their racing number to
be displayed in the event a driver jumps
the gun. Then at his option the disqualified
driver can drop out ingtead of beating his
gear to death for the remaining laps of
the rice,

“48” EQUIPMENT

K H CAMS

HEADERS WITH INTAKE RISERS,
LESS CARBURETORS, $40.00

SUPER RACE CAMSHAFT
(COMPLETE) $36.00.

VALVE COVER, $15.00
SIDE PLATES, $15,00 PER PAIR

STARTER — (UPRIGHT OR
INVERTED ARM) $35.00

FLY WHEEL, $30.00

HIGH SPEED DISTRIBUTOR CAM,
$5.00 AND EXCHANGE.

2511 N. ROSEMEAD BLVD.,
EL MONTE, CALIF.
Phone FOrest 0-6144

SPEED and SPRAY, May, 1953
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ONE OF THE WEST'S MOST
SPECTACULAR REGATTAS

The Annual
PARKER LIONS CLUB
REGATTA
May 3

On the Colorado River at Parker, Arizona
CLOSED COURSE RACING
Inboard Hydros and Runabouts
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS IN ACTION
SANCTIONED BY THE A. P. B. A.
SPONSORED BY PARKER LIONS CLUB
CONDUCTED BY
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SPEEDBOAT CLUB

A.P.B. A. SANCTIONED
INBOARD MILE TRIALS
SALTON SEA BEACH

(24 MILES EAST OF INDIO, CALIF.)
May 16-17

OPEN TO ALL CLASSES OF INBOARDS —
HYDROPLANES AND RUNABOUTS

PhotosElectric Timing — Improved Launching Facilities
—Loads of Spectator Room—

Spend a week-end in the desert and see World Champions and
World Record Holders in their assault on International World
Records on the famous “California Submarine Speedway.”

An opportunity to see the World's fastest and most beautiful
racing boats in action,

CONDUCTED BY
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SPEEDBOAT CLUB

For further informatien address:
RUTH 5T. OEGGER, Secretary
3511 Honolulu Avenue, La Crescenta, California
Telephone: Churchill 97721

COMING SOON-—These

“ VIVA MEXICO!
American drivers invade Mexico

% COMETTI'S 91 RECORD BREAKER
% GAR WOOD & THE HARMSWORTH—Part Il

% THE MONOPLANE HYDRO
A technical short with drawings

% THE DESERT DERBY AT NEEDLES

% HISTORY OF THE HYDROFIN
With photos and profiles

% MODIFYING THE MERCURY FOR RACING

"The ideal gift for
Father's Day — gift
subscription cards

are available.

Features—Watch for

SPEED and SPRAY

.

DON’'T MISS

THE NEXT ISSUE!

It will be packed from cover to

cover with articles and photos

them...

% FOUR POINT HYDRO TROUBLES

TWO YEARS TO WIN THE COLORADO
MARATHON

THE PLASTIGLAS STORY
Repairing the plastic boat

*
*
% DOWN UNDER
*
*
*

Racing in Australia & New Zealand
JERSEY SPEED SKIFF PLANS
BUILDING A CLUBHOUSE
ALL THE REGULAR DEPARTMENTS

The International Magazine of Boat Racing

$5.00 for

Box 247, MNewport Beach, Calif. NEXT 12 ISSUES

50¢ Added for Foreign Countries
NAME .
v oL B RS SR TR R S
CITY . ZONE STATE. ... ..
PLEASE START MY SUBSCRIPTION WITH ISSUE



Features of Mercury motars are
protected by issued or pending
patents,

http: //boatsport.org

» NEW

KIEKHAEFER

. MERCURY /[r% 5

with PUSH-BUTTON NEUTRAL CLUTCH

® 5 HP Alternate Twin * Superior idling for smoother,
® 360 degree steering, Neutral Clutch slower trolling

* Full weedless operation with * Full Jeweled Power — ball and
Dual-Purpese Drive roller bearings throughout

To be sure you're there when that silvery streak of fury dynamites the
surface of your favorite fishing spot . . . go with Mercury,

Go with the new Mark 5.. . . feel the smooth surging power as you open the

= _ throttle . . . throttle down to smooth hour after hour trolling. And when
3 the battle royal starts you have all the advantage . . . the convenient

new PUSH-BUTTON NEUTRAL. .. 360° steering for complete ma- 3
neuverability . . . flashing speed to stay with him. And remember, your 4 .
Mark 5 is “‘safety-engineered” for your extra pleasure all season. '

Write for FREE illustrated catalog, ** Tomorrow’s Outboard —Today”’
and see the new 1953 Mercurys at your dealer’s. He's listed in the
yellow section of your phone book. KIEKHAEFER CORPORATION,
FOND DU LAC, WISCONSIN




