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HOW FACTORY TESTS IMPROVE YOUR MOTOR
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WHAT’S NEW ON THE RACING SCENE




AROUND THE BUOYS

EARLIER this seagon, the American
Power Boat Association was nearly im-
mobilized temporarily when its Execu-
tive Secretary, Carl Johnson, came
down with chicken pox; Jack Maypole,
chairman of the Outhoard Racing Com-
mission, was operated on for removal
of his appendix and gall bladder; and
Chairman of the Outhoard Technical
Committee, Walt Blankenstein, was
seriously injured in an automobile ae=-
cident. All three have recovered and
AP.B.A. continues to grow both in
membership and number of sanctioned
regaitas. Though the season is still
far from completed, it would appear
that A P.B.A's 1854 record sanction-
ing of 339 regattas will be increased
in 1955 Lo over the 400 regatta mark
which is a very healthy situation for
drivers whe want to keep their equip-
ment on the go.

The Reeder Hotel, Florence, Ala., on
May 9th and 10th was the setting for
the fifth annual meeting of the Water
Safety Congress which five years ago
was locally organized in Nashville,
Tenn.,, and in five years has spread
throughout the entire southeastern
United States. Commander Clay Clif-
ton, U.8. Coast Guard of Nashville,
Tenn., advised the group that the U.5
Coast Guard has available for hoating
clubs, companies, eorporations, safety
enginéelr's and others planning safety
programs, three 16 mm films which, ex-
cept for return transportation costs,
are free for public showing on applica-
tion to the Commander, Second C.G.
District, 228 0Old Custom House, 8th
and Olive Streets. St. Louis, Mo. Film
requests should be submitted two
wecks in advance of expected showing
date. The titles are “Safety on Water,"
28 minutes; “You're Being Boarded,”
25 minutes; which sets forth the legal
minimum safety equipment required by
Federal motor beoat regulations and
shows boat owners and operators what
ogceurs when their boal is éxamined by
Coast Guard boarding officers; and “Ar-
tificial Respiration,” 'a 12 minute film
which demoenstrates two methods, the
Holger-Nielson or back-pressure, arm-
1ift method and the Emerson ot back-
pressure, hip-lift method.

Included in the first day's program
of the Water Safety Congress was a
discussion on organizing outboard
cruises by Prank Peterson of Peterson
Brothers, Inc., bhoat Lrailer manufac-
turers, Jacksonville, Fla.; a boat clinic
conducted by Claude Turner, Atlanta
Boat Works, Atlanta, Ga., to demon-
strate to boat and motor dealers the
new approach to edueating customers
in the proper selection of boats and
motors, their safe operation and minor
repairs; Care & Use of Life Preservers
by Professor George Gibbens, Florence
State College; and the Right Exting-
uisher for the Right Fire by Charles
T. Chappell, Safety Branch, U.S. Corps
of Engineers.

(Continned on Page 22)

s

http: //boatsport.org

CONTENTS
AROUND THE BUOYS

Personalities and events,

IT’S NEWS

New products and parts.

HOW FACTORY TESTS IMPROVE YOUR MOTOR
By Hank Wieand Bowman
Report from Mercury's Proving Grounds,
WHAT'S NEW ON THE RACING SCENE
By Henry Hotehkiss 8

New developments for more speed,

OUTDOORS WITH THE OUTBOARDS

By John G. Kingdon 10

A new regular contributor takes over an
estublished department.

AZALEA FESTIVAL MARATHON
By Blake Gilpin 12

O the scene report.

HOW TO WATER SKI IN 8 EASY PHOTOS
By Robert Snowdy with text by Paul Vandervoort II ... 14
Sturlet Jean Corbett plays beginner's role
bl exclusive photo series.

SAMMAMISH SLOUGH RACE

By Gary G. Jentefi 16

Special coverage of tortuoss West Coast event.

THE UNDERWATER WORLD
By Gustav Dalla Valle 18

Skin diving and spear fishing.

BREAKING THE BOTTLENECKS OF BOATING

2

2 :
-

4

By Ed Spanke 20 <3
Part IV—Launching ramps anid marinas. L
TORQUE TALK st
By Lou Eppel 21 1
Latest news and views of racing.
BOATING BOOKSHELF ... 22
Revietws of latest books.
i =l T e -
'WO NEW OUTBOARD MODELS 27
COVER STORY 34
Photos in this issuee veprailuced by pormission of Kickbaefer Covp, | Mevenry motors), Huk
Wicand Bowman, Amovicun Pawer Boal Asseelation, Fvinmade Motors, National Qutboard
3 Phillip Nash, Mareel Isy Schwart, Bdward Brautigam, Konige
ilm Prosse (Liege), Outbpurd Beating Club of America, Goodyear
; er Queen Househoats, Dean's Mavine Engineering, Bowman, Ine.,
-Craft, Champion Boats, and Johnsem Motors: '
Joseph J. Hardie ® Raymond J. Kelly, Publishers
Harold Hersey, Editor
Hank Wieand Bowman, Technical Editor
Richard Van Benschoten, Associate Editor
Russell G. Swanson, Contributing Editor
Paolo Speroni, European Correspondent |
George Weaver, Art Director
Frank Ringkamp, Assistant Art Director
_Sepl., 1455 Vf_;]. L\r Noo 4 {Whole Number Twenty-two)l. BOAT SPORT is published eéight
times a year, with issues dated Mav., April, May, June, July, Aug., Sept., and Deec., by
]}-‘K Publications. Inc.. 1140 East West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland, Bditorial and
]‘::{.ecuLfv_e offices; 216 Fourth Ave,, New York &, N. Y. Apgplication for modification oS~
sevond-clads entry pending at the Post Office at Silver Spring, Marvland. Copyright, 195§
by H-K Publieations, Ine. Although unsolicitéd manuscripts and pielures are handled wi

eare, this magazine assumes no responsibility for their safety. Printed in U.S.A. For

advertising rales address: Advertising Department, BOAT SPORT, 215 Fourth Ave., New

York #. N_. Y. (Phone GRamoercy 5-2500). Woest Cosst Bepr. NED BRYDONE-TACK, 714

W.A Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles 15, Culif, (Richmaend -7 7.0 Suhscription rates; Annual

| 8-1ssue) subseviption §2.00 in U.8. A, and its possessions and territories—3s2.40 in Canada

and eclsewhere; Twosyesr (16-issue) subscription $3.50 in U.S.A. and ite pogsessions and
tervitories—24.80 in Cangda and elsewhere,

BOAT SPORT



it's

READY-CUT WINDSHIELDS
Curved, wrap-avound windshields of
serateh-resistant. plexiglas arve being
made by Aluminum Marine Hardware
Coi, Inec., ‘Auburn, N. Y, These Nautal-
loy windshields ave said to fit any shape
of outboard beal when used with Wrap-
; around Style Nautalloy Windshield
W Brackets No. 702 or No. 703. Chrome-
Bdge, 4 plastic-chrome edging, comes
with eaeh package for trimming the
top of the windshield. Plexiglas in the
windshield is available either clear or
tinted.

BOAT SPORT
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RACING AND NITRO FUELS

Christopher Breos, 12800 Eaton Ave.,
Detreit 27, Michigan, long-established
producers of specialized racing fuels
for outboards and inboards, now has
ayailable nitro fuels for all types of
boat racing engines, Further informa-
tion regarding these Chris-Go products

‘can be obtained by writing to the firm

at the above address. Fo1 readers who
are interested in the subject, we refer
them to the March-April, 1955 issue of
BOAT SPORT, in which the article
“Nitro Fuel for Added Speed'! appeared.

The White Bear Fly-N-Saucer
pulls easily behind motors
in the 10 hp to 22 hp range.
This type of water sport is
full of new-found thrills.

First released "view of the
new Champion Blue Streak
“Hot Rod” ready for action
on a Van Pelt hull, Models
were developed exclusively
for racing in JU ond in BU.

(Balow) Nautalloy ready-cut,
wrap-around windshields are
madea of Plexiglas. Used with
special  brackets; they are
soid to fit all deck lines.

NEW BOAT TRAILER
The W. H. Miller Corporation, P.O.
Box 218R, lrving, Texas announces a
new line of boat trailers called Miller-
Matie, designed to automatically launch
from the trailer's own ramp by merely
pulling a release cord. The new lrailers
are available in four sizes, 500, 750,
1000 and 1250 pounds load capacities
with prices ranging from $179.50 to
$246.50 f.o.b. Twelve-year-olds have re-
portedly loaded 1000-pound eouthoard
outfits on the new trailers with ease.
(Continned on Page 31)
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A REPORT ON KIEKHAEFER CORPORATION’S

SOUTHERN PROVING GROUNDS FOR OUTBOARDS
By Hank Wieand Bowman

Test drivers are young and unmarried; most of them are exstock racers.

FIFTEEN MILES southwest of Sarasota,
Florida, on a little spit of land less than
a half mile long and a hundred yards
wide, is the Midnight Pass location of
an outboard motor and boal proving
ground. Few people other than the
local charter boat fishermen, many of
whom have earned their living for.the

last half century in the Gulf of Mexico.

waters, pay any attention to the cluster
of a half dozen small cottages, boat
slips, piers and miscellaneous modest
buildings dotting this iselated penin-
sula. Yet the tests conducted here by a
permanent crew of eight men all year
round and as many as several dozen
during the winter months, have a direct
bearing on the durability and general
operating efficiency of the boating

equipment of many pleasure boatsmen,
fishermen and racing drivers through-
out the country.

This particuldr test grounds is the
Kiekhaefer Corporation's Southern
Pioving Grounds, where current models
and models for future release are given
the toughest imaginable treatment to
improve the breed. Other ’f‘i"’i_ﬁ_li@r out-
board motor manufacturers maintain
similar proving grounds. Just what the
manufacturers are doing and how they
are doing it, we feel, is of vital interest
to every outbeard motor owner or pros-
pective owner.

ROAT SPORT made arrangements with
the Kiekhaefer Corporation to visit its
Midnight Pass Southern Proving

(Clontined on Puge 6)

Authot Bowman at the wheel; Engineer Jim Wynne beside him; Kiekhaefer's
Vice-President Armand Hauser and BOAT SPORT's Blake Gilpin in rear.
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(Far left) 'Reds’” Ander-
son is the cook at the
Proving Grounds, Her
five children are the
only ones around. (Left)
‘Mechanics are all set
to make fast repairs
to keep tests going.
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‘ (Right) Jim Wynne, the engineer-
in-charge, and his crew'dream up
fiendish tests to try cut motors.
(Far right) Robot shift control
mechanism puts motor through a
constant ferward-neutral-reverse

shifting. This one hos completed

40,880 complete shifting cycles.

(Far left) For study of
fuel flow, plastic fuel
lines were put on ‘and
glass window installed
in bowl of carburetor.
Gauge is used to check
pump. (Left) Another
view of automatic tester
for the new gear shiffs.
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HOW FACTORY TESTS IMPROVE YOUR MOTOR

(Contined from Puage 4)

Grounds, for Mercury motors, with the

understanding that its reporter should
have free access to all phases of the
tests being made.

One of the first questions I asked on
arrival at the isolated location was why
Midnight Pass had been selected. The
boat moorings, boat houses and repair
faeilities arve located approximately a
mile's run by water from the entrance
to the Gulf of Mexico. On oceasion, the
normally placid Gulf ean behave like
an ocean and the test crews must con-
fine their operations to the miles of
more protected inland tidal waters
fringing the Gulf. However, these inland
waters are not used extensively for
general navigation; in only a. few in-
stances are channels marked dnd, though
miles of open protected water exists,
mueh of it is loaded with stump growth.

tangles of mangrove roots and reefs..

This situation made me wonder why
some npice deep fresh water inland lake
wouldn't be casier on equipment and
better suited for wunderway testing:
After all, propellers and lower units are

6
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costly items—even for their manu-
facturer. Jim Wayne, the engineer in
charge, who is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Florida and alse holds a
masteys degree from the Massachu-
sefts Institute of Technology, explained
that, primarily, the tests are conducted
to check current and new, K models for
exposure, endurance and the roughest
conceivable type of uperational usage.
Wynn explained that at the Oshkosh
Kiekhaefer plant, extensive underway
and tank testing is also conducted hut
certain disadvantages surround that
Wisconsin test facility where the water
is. fresh: Since niuch oubtbparding is
done in'salt and brackish water, which
ig far more corrosive in its reaction on
motor parts than is fresh water, test-
ing must also be conducted under more
rugged salt water conditions, Thus,
sinece much outbearding is done in
shallow, uncharted waters, the Midnight
Pass location is uniquely suitable to
simulate the roughest conditions under
which an outbeard motor should be
expected to operate.

Jim said, “Our job isn't to nurse the

Don Henrich, propeller and lower unit expert at the Proving
Grounds, looks over ftire lash-up for mounling bracket frials.

motors alpng and try to make them
last but rather to give them the mini-
mum of maintenance that could be ex-
pected from the most easual, mechani-
cally untrained operator., We then run
the hell out of the equipment with no
pampering, break up moters if pos-
sible and then report on why, how and
when they failed so that the plant engi-
neers can design greater durability
and ruggedness and overcome any pos-
sible design flaws."

Joe Anderson, a native Floridian,
has been in charge eof the year-round
operation for the last eight years. He,
like the rest of the test crew, lives in
one of the group of cabins on the iso-
lated peninsulg, His wife, Red, is the
only woman member of the set-up.
Red cooks for the crew and sets up a
botintiful table that would handle {he.
voracious. appetites of a logging gang.
Joe and Red’s five children are the only ™~
youngsters in- the establishment ~and
since they are crazy about boats, the
place is strietly a kids' heaven for the
Anderson children. _

{ Contiliwed on Paye 23)
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In test, tires are suspended just below the surface o that boat
it not subjected to undue shock. Test is for lower unit and bracket.

Test driver smacks viciously inte hurdle, with throttle’ wide open,
Impaet is terrific and driver must hove o steady hond and nerves.

@A

Driver steals a look backward at the motor, for if the mounting
bracket is destrayed he must be ready to duck a flying powerhead.

upward travel of the mator, and
then it sloms down against the transom with sledge hammer force.

Steel-filled cables restrain the

Jim Wynne, at left, shows how the' shock snapped the steelfilled
tie-down cables. Mew mounting bracket was intact after 102 passes..

Test 'driver los Andersen inspects cheared propeller blade: that
temporarily inferrupted festing until a replacement was put on.

BOAT SPORT



(Below) The new Jones-O'Dea Red Head block and cylinder kit
for converfing Mercury KG-7s and 20Hs. (Center) Interior of
Red Head wnit shows contouring of removable aluminum head.
(Bottom) Largé, smooth lintake ports of kii's. block casting.
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(Right) Possible Eurcpean challenger is Charles Largefeuille,
Belgium. This is his speciclly designed Triumph Speed Twin.

Konig Class A and B racing mators are up for N.O.A. approval. Here
European chompion Gétzinger drives one of the German A models,

AN ENGLISHMAN, John Ward, in 1924,
was rvesponsible for laying the initial
groundwork for what ultimately be-
came the Union for Intérnational Me-
torboating, the recognized international
rules governing body for the speed-
boating spert. Ironically enough, John
Ward had died by the time the U.L.M.
was formally organized in 1927. In
recognition for his contribution te boat
racing, the John Ward Trophy, a
handsome piece seulpfured from Italian
marbleé, was put into competition by
the U.LM. emblematic of the world's
Olass C title, For three years the
United States, which is recognized by
the U.IM. as being pre-eminent in
the field of outhoard racing, has been
honored 4s the locale of the race.
During these three years, 1952, '53
and ‘54, the American Power Boat As-
sociation, U. 8. member body of the
U.IM. has sanctioned the event as &
special added feature at its National
Championships. Frevious winners in-

WHAT'S NEW ON THE RACING SCENE
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European Class € champion Dieter Kénig drove this 3-cyel-in-line
motor to. g U.LM, record of 65.02 mph: may seek- Ward Trophy.

£

d
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clude Paul Wearly, Doug Crecch anil
Hap Owens, driving Paul Cornwell's
outfit. Creech won the trophy in 1953
and also established the still-standing

Ward Trophy record five-mile heat
speed of 62.500 mph, at Biloxi, Miss.,
driving' a Johnson-powered Neal three-
pointer.

The John Ward TropHy race has
again been assigned to the United
States in 1955-and 'will bé raced in con-
junction with the A.P.B.A. Nationals.
The event is conducted under the in-
ternational Class € motor and boat

specifications rather than the AP.B.A.

Class C rules, which permit a greater
freedom in design of lower units and
also allow a total engine displacement
of 500 c.cs (30,5 cubic inches) as op-
posed to the AP.B.A. 30 e.i. maximum.

Car]l Johnson, Secretary of the AP,
B.A., has received correspondence
from the Deutseher Motorreunboat
Club of Berlin stating that Peter Dieter
Konig and at least one other German

BOAT SPORT

http: //boatsport.org

FOREIGN COMPETITION LOOMS FOR WARD TROPHY.

GERMAN KONIG MOTORS UP FOR U.S. ACCEPTANCE.

JONES-O'DEA RED HEAD SPEED CONVERSION KIT.

driver desire to compete for the Ward
Trophy. It is possible, too, that Charles
Largefeuille of Liege, Belgium, and the
French driver Pinand may also enter
Lheir outfits. If so, defending trophy
holder, Hap Owens and th‘e.mher Uni-
ted States alky-burner drivers may ex-
pect some real competition in an event
with true international significance.

Konig recently drove his three:eyl-
inder-in-line Konig motor, a triple car-
buretor, two-stroke job equipped with
an interesting six-cylinder four-stroke
Seintilla magneto, to a new U.LM.
world's -straightaway mark of 73.62
mph and an average of 65.02 in closed
course competition. These compare to
the A.P.B.A's Clasy C records of 68.631
mph and 60.729 mph for the mile and
five mile

Claude Fox, Secretary of the Na-
tional Outboard Association, reports
that he, too, has been contiacted by
Konig and other Europeans who have
expressed a desire to compéte in the

By Henry Hotchkiss

{Below) Doug Creech, Charlette, N. C., sst the world’s record for
John Ward Trophy heat in '53: 62.5 mph, Trophy in left foreground.

N.O.A. aleohol burning World Cham-
pionships which have been set for Mt.
Carmel, Illinois, September 18th through
the 20th.

Meanwhile, Konig - Motorenbau of
Berlin, which makes a 250 c.¢, Class A
motor, as well as a 350 e.c. B and 500
c.c. C racing motors, has filed specifica-
tions with the N.O!A. for acceptance of
the Konig A (actual displacement 244
c.e.s) in the NJO.A's Class A Division
1. Fox has stated that the motor will
definitely be approved for N.O.A.'s
World Championships, at which time it
is hoped that Seigfried Gotzinger, Euro-
pean Champion, will compete, The mo-
tor is an alternate firing twin, with ro-
tating slide valves which at 7000 rpm
reportedly develops 22 horsepower. The
Konig factory conservatively rates the
motor, which has a neatly designed 1:1
gear ratio, at 53 mph, with aleohol fuel,
on the average three-pointer. What the
actual potentialities of the Konig motor

{Contineed o Puge 26)
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UTDOORS WITH THE OUTBOARDS

BOAT SPORT welcomes John G, Kingdon, well-known
boating authority, writer and naval architeet, as a
member of our group of regular contributors, We
know that our readers will find his articles always
informative and always interestingly worth while,

This photograph, taken
on the Wabash River by
David L. Lawson, wan 1st
prize in Eyinrude's ‘54
Boating Photo Contest.

10

Scamp, an outboard-run
surfboard, can carry 3
people. Operator steefs
by shifting his weight.

BOAT SPORT
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Double-cockpit

By John G. Kingdon

WITH THIS issue, Dick Van Ben-
schoten, who originated Owutdoors with
the Outbodrds and has so capably con-
ducted it up to now, moves upstairs to
take a more active part in the over-
all editing of BOAT SPORT. Congratula-
tions, Dick; it couldn't happen to a
nicer guy!

The only promise that this unworthy
gserivener can make is that he will at-
tempt to the hest of his ability to carry
. on Owutdoors with the Oultbonrds as
Wee-ncarly as possible in the popular tradi-
tion you established.

WHEN WE consider outhoarding, we
usually think of it as being composed
of but three types of craft—the racing
boats that skip wildly avound closed
courses; the runabouts that bustle
busily about transporting fishermen,
towing water skis 'or carrying families
on days' outings; and the planing
eruisers that effortlessly eat up miles

version of Bowman’s new 164t plastic beat,
shown ahbove, has its one-piece hull made on the huge 700-ton
press of Goodyear Aircraft Corporation at its Akron plant.

http: //boatsport.org

of water each day. But there are other
types-of craft that depend on outbeard
motors for lheir power—and some of
them are very much in the news today.

Perhaps the most unusual of these
is the Heli-Vector, a Mercury-powered
one-man amphibious helicopter develop-
ed by Lewis €, McCarty, Jr., for de
Lackner Helicopters, Inc.,, Mount Ver-
non, N. Y., and Aero-affiliates, Inc.,
Fort Worth, Texas. In the Heli-Vector,
the pilot stands on a platform, steers
with handlebars and sends the craft
forward or backward by shifting his’
weight. This radically new principle of
guidance is known as the “stand-on"
or ‘“vector’ system. The Heli-Vector,
first aireraft of this type to fly, has
gained an altitude of 15 feet with a
Mercury Mark 20 outboard motor. With
a more powerful Mercury Mark 55 out-
board, McCarty expects-to attain a ceil-
ing in excess of 10,000 feet, When the
outboard moter “pars into action, two

15-foot blades counter-rotate like a
whirligig. A large central float and

‘four smaller extended floats support

the helicopter on either land or water.
MeCarty's first interest in developing
the Heli-Veclor was for rescue work
and ferrying, but there is widespread
interest from conservation officials and
farmers who want Heli-Vectors for
spraying, fertilizing and seeding.

A COMPARATIVE newcomer on the out-
board hoating scene is the houseboat.
The one shawn here is manufactured by
the River Queen Boat Works, Gary, In-

‘diana. Its 24x8-foot hull ig¢ made of

steel and draws but 5 inches of water.
The plywood cabin, which is made airy
and pleasant by nine screened windows,
contains a galley with ice box, sink, 30-
gallon fresh-water tank and lots of
storage space; an enclosed lavatory
with water closet and wash basin; a

(Continwed on Page: 28)

The River Queen outhoard houseboat does 10 mph when powered
by @ 16 hp motor. It affords facilities for three to live in comfort.

BOAT SPORT

"Upstairs with the outboards” could apply 1o this Heli-Vector, a
one-man, amphibious helicopter powered by e Mercury Mark 20 unit.
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Fifteen-year-old - Croig DeWald, Reading, Pa., won the Class A
evant in his homemade “Flying Chips” that won ‘54 Winnebagoland.

Carl Dowe; Narfalk, in his Evinrude-powered, homemade CU
hull, won WNOR perpetual trophy with 37.905 mph average.

o

~ AIALEA

B Stock Hydro event. (Below) Eddie Few, Princess Anne, Va., won the 36" : MARA I HON

Class. Sebage strip-built hull hes 17 metal bow added te meet specs.

i

BAD WEATHER MADE A roueu‘*efm‘ﬁn
OF ANNUAL NORFOLK DISTANCE EVENT

By Blake Gilpin

BOAT SPORT i
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Referee Albert A. Bouer, of AP.BA,
council .and member of the Gulf 100-Mile-
an-Hour Club, wisely curtailed the DU
and BU events to 4B miles after small
craft wornings had been pested for aree,

Les Kahn, New York City, in
his Mark 40H-powered Ra-
veau hull, averged 43.392
mph to win DU. Drove 18 m.
with broken bowdoin cable.

Paul Rothenberger, Reading, Pa. being congratulated at the
finish line for his BU first place by AU winner Craig DeWald.

STRATEGY, luck and intestinal fortitude
played major roles in determining the
winners of the Tide Water Motor Boat
Racing Association’s annual marathon
at Norfolk, Virginia, where everything
happened and the ingenuity of the
competitors was severely tested. Ap-
propriately enough, Carl Dowe, Secre-
tary of the sponsoring association, drove
his homemade Class CU HEvinrude-
pewered hull to the closest approach to
a speed record over the four-lap, origi-
nally specified 64-mile-course laid out
from Granby Street Bridge, Norfolk, to
the West Norfolk Bridge and return.
Approximately one-third of the 18- mile
lap distance covered a partially pro-
tected stretch of the Lafayette River.
The roughest section ineluded nearly
6 miles of open bay, then a sweep into
the Elizabeth River channel and a dog-

leg up through the Western Branch of

the Hlizabeth River and return.
Dowe averaged 37.905 mph for the

64 miles, to come within a mile per,

hour of the established speed record
for the distance in his class, and won
the Radio Station WNOR Perpetual
Trophy. This was Dowe's sixth year in
competition and his first major win. His
homemade hull, ecalled “Inez E., TIL.”
was powered by a Speeditwin Evinrude

BOAT SPORT

with a 13:18 gear ratio( many of the
Speeditwins are equipped with 15:21
ratios).

One of the most popular of the class
winners was Craig DeWald, Reading,
Pa., high school student, who drove his
“Flying Chips,"" a Mercury-powered
runabout he built himself, fo a 34.141
mph average and a class win over
fourteen other AU contestants, Fifteen-
year-old DeWald, who won last year's
Winnebagoland in his eclass, did not
come by victory at Norfolk the easy
way. The relatively placid waters of
the Lafayette River were only showing
white ‘caps, but the open bay was really
rolling. DeWald, at the end of the frst
16-mile lap was running in eighth posi-
tion, with Bob Aecra, Portsmouth, Va.,
leading in ‘‘Bob Cat.” Close behind the
leader was George F. Mitchell, Jr.,
local driver, in “Here's Me.” Mitchell,
Sr., who was competing in the 36"
class, had already flipped when a
steering eable let go. For a time it
looked as though the Mitchells were
doomed to the D.N.F. columm for, in
the second lap, George, Jr.'s transom
tore loose and he was forced to beach
his beat. But a little thing like a fAap-
ping transom wasn't going to stop
George, Jr.! He used a section of his

tie-down line to secure a transom knee
to a frame member, got started again
and fantastically enough. finished in
third spot, just 12 seconds behind the
ultimate winner, DeWald,

DeWald, meanwhile, was having his
own problems. He really did some tight-
fingered throttle squeezing during the
second lap, passed seven other bhoats
and, at the end of 32 miles, was riding
out in the van, Then his hull began to
leak. The plywoeod transom started to
separate from the terrific beating, and
DeWald alternately bailed one-handed
while steering with the other, with his
throttle locked wide open. Between
bailing stints, he held onto the transom
in an attempt to prevent the split from
spreading. This may seund like he was
using three hands; he needed three
hands to keep going:

On the final lap, with the race seem-
ingly in the bag, and with less than
five miles out of the sixty-four to cover,
despite all his heroic efforts, DeWald's
motor spluttered and died. The exces-
sive pounding had split a fuel line and
the youngster had anticlimatically run
out ‘of gas. He had built up a lead of
better than two miles over his closest
contestant but he figured that now he

{Qontinued on Puye 32)
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Pete Kotlar fells Jean Corbett cbout the equipment that is needed
to learn to waler ski: weter, o ‘boat, 75 feet of linch tow:line,
skis, and (a must for learners) water wings, or life jacket or belt.

Dry land practics comes first, in same position as ‘ossumed in the
water. Skis should be rather close together: orms straight; knees
tight against chest. Double-handled line is best for the beginner.

'HOW TO WATER SKI
IN 8 EASY PHOTOS A

By Robert Snowdy with text by Paul Vandervoort Il

The second point of the takeoff is the crouching pesition after Balance is achieved in the crouching position; skier then slowly
planing hos begun. The tow-line helps skier rise as the boat npow straightens up until knees are only slightly bent. Back is straight .
accelerates to around 20 mph. This is a good speed at which to learn. and body leans backward a bit. Sudden movements should be avoided.
14
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Instructor simulates pull of boat, bringing student 1o o crouching
position. After doing this several times, student learns the feel
of boat's pull and gefs practice in balancing during the take-off,

PUT ON a record of “Over The Waves"
and let's go for a water ski lesson with
Pete Kotlar, Commodore of the South-
ern California Water Ski Club, *the
club of champions.' y

Water skiing is exhilivating fun for °

men, women and children, and anybody
can learn with expert instruction. Pete
Kotlar, who supervised these lessons,
is indeed an -experf, having been a
water skier for many years. His first

‘Skier should follow. in the wake on first few trips, moking gradual
turns by leaning slightly in ‘direction of turn. An wobserver in the
boat should waich af all times. Landings are made by dropping line.

BOAT SPORT

skiing was done on skis he built him-
self.

The clubh which he skippers was or-
ganized for “the advancement of safety
and skill in water skiing.” It presents
the largest trophy awarded for water
ski events, the "Ed Stanley Trophy,”
given in the name of a former water
ski champion who is a polio victim.

Activities of the Southern California
Water Ski Club are devoted exclusively

After seeing that bindings
of water and sits on skis,
slowly; gradually speeds up, with skier planing at about 15 mph.

but the beginner should make
to avoid grounding. Here Jean reaches for robe after o first run.

fit snugly, student enters about 3 feet
with tips aboyve the surface. Boat starts

to trick water skiing and trick slalom
races. The photos presenled here are
designed to show how a peginner is
taught the principies of water skiing.

Vivacious Jean Corbett, dancer,
model, movie starlet, and a member of
the SCWSC, graciously consented to
assume the beginner's role in these
exclusive BOAT SPORT photos. Miss Cor-
' belt is one of the Chesterfield twing, and
has been in movies and on TV. (End)

Speed is lost quite quickly and skis sink to stop forward motion,

first landings far engugh from shore

15



finiches fost in the down-river heat of

A Class D Runabout
that covers. 27 miles:

(Above)
twisting Sammamish Slough event
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{Above) Bill Farr won Unlimited down-river heat ond 2nd over-all.
Donnie Benson, 12, got 2nd in A 'despitel barrel roll.

(Below)
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AMMAMISH
SLOUGH
RACE

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY
GARY G. JENTOFT
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(Abovel It wes o day of
Runohout. He flipped ot Bothel and

ONCE AGAIN racing fans and boating en-
thusiasts were thrilled by the Pacific
Northwest spectacle known as "The
. Sammamish Slough Race," sponsored
by the Seattle: Outboard Association.

This, the 32nd running, found a field
of 51 starters at Ward's Kenmore Re-
gort on Lake Washington. At 11:00
A M. April 24th, eight classes of hy-
droplanes began vo twist their way over
1414 miles of treacherous water to
Gateway Grove on Lake Sammamish,
then return via the same serpentine
course to the finish line at Bothell, 1214
miles downstream. \

Thousands of spectators lined the
riverbank to watch the talented helms-
men maneuver their speeding hydros
around the hazardous turns and over a
multitude of submerged logs.

As usual, the river took its toll of
victims. There were thrills and spills,
but fortunately the day went unham-
pered by injuries. Veteran driver Bob
Batie of Seattle collided with the Both-
ell bridge during his attempt to nego-
tiate the perilous turn over which it
passes. He was undaunted by the mis-
hap though, and continued on in com-
petition,

Art Sullivan piloted his unlimited
class hydro to a thrilling, victory over
Bill Farr, the previous winner. Sullivan

(Continued on Puge 50)

BOAT SPORT

hard luck for Harold Talfor
‘ogo‘m at Redmon

at the helm of his Unlimited Closs hydro.
winner of this class.

(Above) Dick Brunes

ing in Class D
e ey Art Sullivan was  the eventual

i over-all
d and was fowed in.

-
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% il | victery.
(Above) 13-year old Billy: Schumaker pilots his Class A Runcbout fe final i
ove . :

left,

hitting  Bothell bridge shown here.

re-enfers roce ofter

Bob Batie.

(Belaw)
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SKIN DIVING AND SPEAR FISHING
OPEN UP NEW VISTAS TO BOATERS

EL

=

The author spears shork in Haitian
waters. Sharks are really cowards:

IT HAPPENS that I have spent a lot
of time cruising around the Caribbean,
and more time skin diving and spear
fishing. I have arrived at the conclusion
that today a cruiser, traveling in warm
and clear waters, is not completely
equipped without diving and spear fish-
ing gear. The happy ewner of a boat
has the best opportunity to enjoy the
thrills of this new sport, because he
can most comfortably visit and choose
the places where the water is glear and
the fish abundant. That which before
would have been merely an enjoyable
eruise, can now be greatly enhanced in
exciting interest by skin diving, ex-
ploration of the ocean floor, underwater
photegraphy and spear fishing.

For underwater exploring, you can
choose frormn simple equipment consist-

18

THE UNDERWATER WORLD

ing of magk, snorkel, and fing (excel-
lent guality will amount to enly $20)
to expensive underwater breathing ap-
paratus, costing up fo 3$300. For a
breathing apparatus, one must consider
the charging problem. If it is & com-
pressed air type, vou must have a com-
pressor on board. There is a small com-
pressor on the market for about $275.
An exygen rebreathing apparatus will
need a large bottle of oxygen. which
will give you 600 hours, The bottle can
be easily recharged ‘at almost every
port. Take care in using underwater

breathing requipment and follow the in-

structions exactly. For long ¢ruises it is
adyisable to take along an additional
pair of fing, mask, and snorkel, because
equipment can be lost and it is not al-
ways possible to replace it immediately.

By Gustav Dalla Valle

If you are cruising in cool waters, there
is a variety of rubber suits obtainable,
which permit you to explore an even
larger domain,

For photographic equipment there is
a large choice of movie and still cam-
eras with underwater cases, ranging in
prices from $25 all the way up to
$2000. There is such a wealth of detail
involved in underwater photography
that an article could be devoted to this
subject alone.

For spear fishing there is a choice of
hand spears, Hawaiian slings,
guns charged with springs, and those
charged with rubber bands, The prices
for this equipment range from 36 lo
$80. It 18 very important to take a num-
ber of additional spears, head points of

{Continwed o Paye 34)
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(Right) Skin diver gets free
ride aboard a surprised turtle:

(Right) A red snopper which
still hos pilot fish aftached.
Mote: the underwoter camera.

(Right) Ed Fisher, holder of the world’s underwater
endurance record, medels complete diving apparatus.

{(Below, right) Fish are very curious and unless they
are scared by surface splashing will come right up
to you. Here tropical fish eat out of a diver’s hand.

{Below) This group of skin divers shaw variely of
equipment. The author is the second from the right.

B
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BREAKING
THE
BOTTLENECKS
OF BOATING

By Ed Spanke
Outboard Boating Club of America

20
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Part IV—Launching Ramps and Marinas.
THE BOTTLENECKS of boating, as de-

tailed in previous articles in this series,

are these of getting boats te and into

the water. Boeaters, notoriously in-
genius; are neatly solving the problem
of getting their craft fo the water by
medns of beat ftrailers and auto-top
hoat earriers, They are demonstrating
equal ingenuity in getting their boats
into the water—as will be shown in
this, the last of the Bottleneck-Brealk-
ing series,

Take the idea launched by the
Reverend and Mprs. Wallace C, Pomp-

lum of Minneapolis as an example of

what's going on nowadays in the matter
of breaking the bottlenecks of boating.

While eruising arcund on the St.
Croix and Mississippi Rivers in their

(Top) Selfseryice lounch-
ing iz offered by Seatile
firm. Storage iz in Wware-
house, from which boat is
pushed on dolly. (Center)
Concrete launching ramp ot
Fish Springs resort on the
Salton Sea in California.
{Bottam) This boat basin
and launching ramp was
constructed by the city
of St. Joseph, Michigan,
at a cost of enly $1,900.

1l4-foot outboard during the summer
of 1952, the Reverend and Mrs. Pomp-
lun. noticed that a number of other
Twin City residents were sharing their
enjoyment of fun afloat.

From that observation came meet-
ings held for the purpose of organizing
a boating eclub, and the 10,000 Lakes
Family Boating Club began operation
the following Spring. There were 21
members and the Reverend Mr. Pomp-
lun was named the first Commodore.
Within. a short time, the e¢lub had
reached its self-assigned goal of 100
members. (Present membership, includ-
ing auxiliary clubs affiliated with the
10,0000 Lakes group is over 1,000,)

One of the first concerns of the club

(Continwed on Puye 329
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By LOU EPPEL

BEING IN the happy position of having
been associated, in one way or another,
with the sport of powerhoat racing for
a little over fwenty-five years, and
being a saver of clippings related to
the sport during this peiijod, we have
been able to collect guite a reference
file which discloses many interesting
facts.

What with all the current feeling
being generated by just one or two of
the full blown: racing outboard enthu-
siasts regarding their divisien of the
sport, we thought it might be interest-
ing te the alcohol burning circles to
bring back to mind such drivers as
Doug Fonda, Freddie Jacoby, Jr., Paul
Sawyer, Art Wullschleger, Ken Mac-
Kenzie, Jimmie Mullen; Jaclkie May-
pole, Paul Wearly, Frank Vincent,
Dick Neal, Tommy Tyson, Clint Fer-
guson; Sammy Crooks, Joel Thorne,
Tommy Ingals, Frank Desmond, Alex
Deemer, Don Frazier, Worth Bogge-
man, Ruth Herring; Harper Chance,
Gar Wood, Jr., Marshall Eldredge, H.

G. Ferguson, C. Mulford Scull, Lew

Frando and many, many others

Probably the most salient faetor
brought out while reading the eclip-
pings is the fact that there were so
many good drivers grabbing the head-
lines, week after week, True, a few of
those listed and some others grabbed
more firsts than the rest but, by and
large, outboard racing news and head-
lines were not dominated week after
week by the same three or four names
4s now seems to be the pattern.

Whenever one reads the results of
this or that regatta, it is a reasonahly
safe bet that the names of Bill Ten-
ney, Bud Wiget, Doug Creech, Dave
Livingston and perhaps three or four
others will nof only dominate the list
of prize winners, but will also dominate
the entire text.

One evening, not too' long ago, a
group of former outhoard jockies fore-
gathered over a few steins of root-beer,
and the conversation got around to the
current trend toward the downright
domination of this great spart by so
very few and fthe complete absence of
other 'mames' in the oulboard racing
ranks. It is not for this department to
try to eome up with the answer. but it
does seem strange that so few should
be so good, and so many should be so
far back in the running that they have
become lost in the spray of anonymity.
Perhaps if more time were spent by
the staunch defenders of the racing
outboard contingent in doing some-
thing for the rest of the large and un-
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pubicized drivers in theiy ranks, rather
than throwing rocks and curves at the
thousands of hot competitors in the
stoclk outboard ranks, they might well
henefit to a far greater degree.

We don't remember where we read
it, but recently ene of the boat racing
seribes stated that the International
Grand Prix event held in Miami was
first won by Mario Verga of Italy in
1954. Seems to us that the first winner
of the International Grand Prix was
Frank Foulke of RKssex, Maryland, in
1953, the first year it was held.

= H W

What to do about the proposed Class
D Racing Runuabouts has become a
major tempest in an oversized tea-cup.
If nothing else, the pros and cons have
stimulated the sale of carbon paper
and onionskin paper, what with all of
the letters, copies, etc,, shuttling back
and forth across the country to all
interested members of the APBA's
Outhoard Racing Commission and the
Stock Outhoard Racing Commission.
Seems that the group who is anxious
to run Mereury D -motors with open
exhausts on Racing Runabout hulls
has suddenly become an orphan in the
storm of verbiage., We have tried 'to
look at both sides of the argument with
complete impartiality and come up with
our decigion; however, there are s0
many factors which have mot heen
hrought forth in the thousands of words
bandied about, that we find it somewhat
difficult. Fivst of all, from obbservations
made up and down the East Coast,
there certainly is need for a runabout
class which would bring oyt more than
three or four entries, and which also
would have better than fifty per cent
of the starters finish. Since the days
of Charlie Mack and his flashing F
Racing Runabout, the runabouts, both
C Service and C Racing have been far
from impressive in numbers and in
speed. Perhaps a good field of racing
runabouts would add considerably to
racing outboard programs, and if the
use of D motors will ‘accomplish this,
all to the good.

One cry that we have heard from
several membérs of the racing out-
board contingent is that the proposed
class, running stock motors with only
open exhausts, should be under the
jurisdiction of the Stock Outboard Rae-
ing Commisgsion. Perhaps they should
be. but where would they race? There
are many, many places (Connecticut
for instance) where running without
mufflers is absolutely verboten. One of
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the major reasons for the nationwide
success of the stock outboard classes
is the faet that the comparative lack of
noige permits their being run in compe-
tition, or for testing, or for any reason
on any river, lake or bay, without hay-
ing the town fathers up in arms about
disturbing the peace: If the proposed
cliass is pult under the S.0.R.C., the pos-
sibility of seheduling them in a stock
outhoard program is guite unlikely, as
local conditions and local authorities
just would not permit it. The problem
of approving sanctions then would also
be another point, as two commissions
would be involved. There are many
move facets to the situation, but we
feel the core of it lies in just where
and when this new class can be raced.
It is our feeling that the open exhaust
is the prime factor, and the facter
which causes the largest single proh-
lem. If the elass is to race with the
back doors open, then they should
come under the Outhoard Raeing Com-
mission, If they decide to ‘close the
dpors and run stock all the way on
racing. runabout Thulls; then they
should be under the jurisdietion of the
Stock Outbeoard Racing, Commission.

The caterwauling about too many
classes already is to us just so much
stuff. Have you ever checked inte the
number of classes of one-design sail-
boats? It'll scare you if you do. The
power boat hoys are pikers by com-
parison. Local enthusiasm: will be the
deciding vote always as to what classes
are raced; and if any class potentially
can put on # good show and offer top
noteh competition and thrills, any com-
mittee will welcome them on the pro-
gram. Regardless of which commission
they will eventually come under, let's
let the elass stand on its own.

Three years ago, a4 nulitant group
of inbearders sounded off about the
then propesed 136 Hydro Class, citing
many of the same arguments being
put forth by some of the outboarders.
The cry about there being too many
classes already was echoed and re-
echoed, and an early demise was pre-
dicted. A fast check of the registra-
tiong for 1954 shows that the three
most popular classes in inboard racing
were the 48 hydros, the 135 hydros and
the 136 hydros, each with 122 registra-
tions. The 136's certainly were able
to stand on their own; and that's why
we think that any proposed class should
have the same opportunity, and not be
shouted down and left to die in com-
mittee. (End)
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POWER BOATING

OF PARTICULAR INTEREST Lo inboarders,
with some instructions for outboarders,
is “Power Boating" by Geoffrey Smith,
recently published by Wilfred Funk,
Inc,, 153 East 24th St., New York 10,
N. Y. at $4.00. Written primarily for the
new powerboat ewner, this book covers
all the basic techniques from dropping
a4 moaring to reading a chart, It is told
‘in a series of photographs accompanied
by descriptive captions which are short
‘and explicit.

The chapters deal with fueling: tow-
ing and handling a dinghy; rules of the
road and fog signals in coastal waters,
the Great Lakes and Western rivers:
and many other problems that confront
a powerboat man. The photos are by
John Keller and the author.

Geoffrey Smith is Founding Commo-
dore of the Storm Trysail Club, a
world traveler, deep-water sailor, ocean
racer and the director of the Texaco
Waterways Service, a cruising-informa-
tion bureau. The inspiration for his
book came from years of answering
boating questions. John Keller is a
commercial photographer with a spe-
cial interest and experience in the
power-cruising field.

THE BOATMAN'S ALMANAC

Here's a book by my old ff'iend
Herbert Crooker, with a preface by

Jimmie Durante, for boatmen te read
in the spring, fall and winter, and to
take on a summer cruise or in any other
season in which you cruise. It's a salty
book, full of salty information and
salty humor. You'll find that it's & good
boatman's manual and a handy refer-
ence volume,

“The Boatman's Almanae” is pub-
lished by Hermitage House, Inc., 8
West 18th St., New York 11, N. Y. at
$3.75. If you're thinking of buying a
new or a used boat, look up the survey
of the boat market that leads off Herb's
book. What about weather? This val-
ume will help you get weather-wise.
Interspersed with items on boat upkeep
and handling are breezy accounts of
the “U.S. Coast Guard” and other
topics, including an interesting section
about historie lighthouses. There's all
sorts of material stowed away in this
book: U.S. Government regulations,
buoyage system, rules of the road,
storm signals, etc.—even a collection
of sea chanteys!

Herbert Crooker is an ex-Navy man
where as he says, "‘he had a free sail.”
He's now a New Yorker and cruises up
and down the Atlantic Coast. When on
land, he is Eastern publicity director
for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,

H-H.
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(Continied from Page

On the second day of the conferénce
Marion Lepich of the American Red
Cross conducted a dry land boat safety
demonstration; Guy Hughes, HExecu-
tive Director, Outhoard Boating Club
of America explained the O.B.C. Model
Boating Law; and Richard Langford of
the American Red Cross conducted a
discussion, "Prevent Drowning and
Boat Accidents through Joint Action.”

The Water Safety Congress with na-
tional headquarters at 122 North Main
Street, Somerset, Ky., is ‘aggressively
expanding its membership in an effort
to save lives through the promotion of
water safely among the public using
the Inland Waterways of the United
States. 1

Outboard racing's biggest problem for
officials, that of spotting clock jumpers
at the start, may well become just an
unhappy memory. Harry Cupp, Oak
Ridge, Tenn, éngineer and N.O.A. race
official, along with the Polarcid Corp.
of Cambridge, Mass., have devised a
camera mechanism that ean be syn-
chronized with any starting clock and
is designed to take the guess work
and arguments out of starts.

The Polaroid Land Camera device
takes a picture as the starting clock
hand hits the 60 second mark and pro-
duces a print within a minute's time.

22

The camera, which is eguipped with a
fine. Wollensack lens and shoots at
speeds up te 1/400th of a second, was
first uged by the N.Q.A. at its belated
Division IV World Championships at
Corpus Christi, Tex., in Jlate March
this year. Though weather conditions
were not wholly suited to photography
at the blustery event, the camera re-
corded boat numbers in .all starts.
Drivers who fell victim to the sharp
eye of the camera could only say,
"That's it. If the picture shows I was
over I guess I don't have any argu-
ment." 1

The new official “false-start eye"
will be used by N.O:A. at all future
sanctioned events. Though the idea of
photographing starts has been kicked
around for some time with no one
heretofore coming up with a well-de-
signed device, now that one has been
perfected all sponsoring groups should
give thought te use of this argument-
settling-gimmick. Tt is certain to save
officials from the barrage of irate de-
nials of gun jumping inevitably di-
rected at them at regattas by drivers
tossed out for over-eager starting line

approaches. Good officials are hard te

come by 50 let's see that they get this
new tool that will make their thankless
Jjob a bit more pleasant.

] % 2

Devil's Lake, about 60 mileg west of
Salem, Ore,, reputed among motor boat
drivers to be “fast water" with a total
of seven outboard and six stock out-
board records credited to it in the
APBA records at the end of the 1954
season, has been selected as the site

for the seventh annual Stock Outboard.

National Championship regatta of tht;:
American Power Boal Association.

Closed course events will be held on
Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 27 and 28,
and mile trials' on August 29 for all
classes of stock outhoards. The three-
day meet will be staged under the
auspices of the Devil's Lake Yacht
Club and the Oregon Motor Boat Rac-
ing Asgsociation,

Previous Stock Outhoard mnational
title €¥ents have been held in: Lake
Alfred, Fla., 1949; Dallas, Tex, 1850;
Knoxville, Tenn., 1951; Osakland, Cal,
1952, Liverpoel, N. ¥., 1953 and DePere,
Wise., ldst year.

On September 11th will be held the
first running of the Manhattan Island

Marathon, a stock outboard event that

will go twiee around the island for a
distance of 57 miles, starting and fin-
ishing at the sponsoring Val-Ray Boat
Club, 196th St. and the Harlem River
(on the Manhattan side).

Classes will be: AU, BU and DU; and
C, E and F modified; plus the new 36"
c¢lass. Applications for entries should
be sent to the Inwood Outboard Racing
Association, 242 Dyckman St., New
York, N. Y., under whose auspices the
event is heing held.

This event, with: Wm. Rood, Race
Chairman, Michael Ronca, Referee,
Guy Lombardo, Starter, Charlie Strang
and Johnnie Coates, Inspectors, was
planned as an answer to many requests
for a race to take the place of the
Albany-New York Marathon of other
years. It should be a most interesting
affair from the standpeint of both
drivers and spectators. It is hoped that
national television coverage can be ar-
ranged from different points on Man-
hattan's waterfront.

Though it may seem incongruous,
one of the country's most active out-
board racing centers is in land-locked
Arizona where the Arizona Navy has
its fleet headquarters at 1645 East
Turney in Phoenix, Gina Mishey, Sec-
retary of the Arizona Navy, reports a
successful season opener on April 17
at the first annual Phoenix Boys Club
Boat Race on Lower Lake Pleasant,
Phoenix,

California drivers romped home with
the bulk of the $50 per heat prize
money and trophies. Boots Kaye Morphy
and Craig Spencer of Holiywood and
Los Angeles respectively split heats
in Class M Hydro events, with Boots
making the faster time and taking
home the class trophy. Tommy Ingalls,
Bakersfield, Calif., copped both heats

@

of C Hydre and then duplicated his

performance in B Hydros. Kenny
Hodges, Blythe, Calif., won the ASH
event with Deanie Montgomery, Corsi-
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cana, Tex., taking beth heats in BSH.
The A Hydro trophy went to Glen
Claymon, Ontario, Calif., who parleyed
a win and a third place into top points,
Roy Gates, Ventura, Calif, won € Ser-

W Vice Hydro with straight heat wins

while his brother Leonard Gates took
both heats of € Service Runabout.
Lewis Morphy, Hollywood, was pushed
hard in both heats of C Racing Run-
about hy Leonard Gates but Morphy
took the event, won the first heat of F
Raecing Runabout but lost out on the
trophy to Ralph Hemes, of Phoenix,
who put together a second place and a
first place heat win to dominate the,
elass,

Mrs, Mishey singles out Guy Till-
man of Phoenix as a newcomer who
holds considerable promise., Tillman
really herded his D Stock Hydroe around

http: //boatsport.org

the course in both heats to take the
top honors in the class.

Tommy JIngalls moved back inte
competition again in Class F Hydros
for a double take, with Ralph Homes
and Guy Tillman splitting second spots:
Chuck Van Dyke of Yuma, ‘Ariz, di-
vided heat wins for BU Runabouts with
Deanie Montgomery but the Texan lost
out on the trophy by 3/10 of a second.

The Arizona Navy sponsored the
event which was sanctioned by the
N.O.A. Mrs. Mishey in reporting on
the regatta stated, ""There is water in
the desert. We have it and we are doing
with it what we think best. We are
holding outhoard races on it—and come
you-know-what er high water, we're
going to have plenty more rages in
Arizona this season.”

H.W.E.

How Factory Tests Improve Your Motor
{Continued from Page 6)

Joe was formerly a garage mechanic,
later specialized in setting up racing
car engines and then moved into beat
racing until his job with a manufactur-
er ruled him out of organized competi-
tion. He's as much at home in a boat
as a traveling salesman would be in a
car. Joe spends at least one hour each
day, seven days a week, testing boats
and more frequently than not; puts in
as much as nine hours at an outhboard
helm.

Joe’s regular crew includes seven test
drivers. Several of the drivers have a
talent for mechanics and give Joe a lift
tearing down, repairing and re-assem-
bling motors,

Jim Wynne is given an engineering
lift during the busier winter months,
when the Oshkcsh waters are frozen
solid, by several of the factory engi-
neers, Specialized personnel are brought

in on a transient basis. While I was

there, a factory propeller expert was
testing various propeller designs on a
new. model motor for 1856 release. An
ignition expert was conducting spe-
cialized tests on a new magneto design
and a fuel and carburetion engineer
was running through a series of experi-
ments and endurance tests on a new
model fuel pump.

In general the underway testing is
done according to a definite plan. While
it may seem glamorous to be around
outhoarding every day, it takes a pe-
culiar breed of individual to be a test
driver. The test drivers’' hours are 7:30
a.m. to 6 p.m., seven days a week. The
drivers are young unmarried men ‘in
their late teens or early twenties, but,
to: a man, they've been around boats
and beating for years. Some of them
gained their background in skillful
motor handling in stock racing circles,
others as members of charter boat fam-
ilies:

P At least four of these drivers are

continually engaged in endurance test-
ing. Under the endurance test set-up,
motors are run eight hours a day, day
after day until something breaks. The
breakage is repaired, or the broken
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part is replaced, and the motors are re-
turned to the endurance circuit and
run up to 500 hours. Since it has been
determined that the average outhoard-
er puts about 25 houts a season of
actual running tirme on his motor, the
500-hour endurance test is the equiva-
lent of 20 years of normal operation!
At least, that is, if you ean consider
normal operation to be that of giving
the motors a bare minimum of main-
tenance, far less frequent lubrication
of lower units than any manufacturer
would recommend and wide open throt-
tle-running for the majority of the
time.

The endurance test drivers follow a
set pattern. They are briefed each day
by the engineers as to what particular
troubles and idiosyneracies they should
be on the alert for. Then with their
boats loaded with ballast weights to
simulate the equivalent of two added
passengers, each driver heads down
the Inland Waterway fo Venice, out
into the Gulf of Mexico (if weather
permits—and the weather has to be
pretty rough to keep the test crew off
the Gulf), up the Gulf to Midnight
Pass., in Midnight Pass and back to
the boat house for a quick stop. Here
the driver logs in, checks to learn if any
rush test requests have come in from
the factory that temporarily will pull
him off endurance, gives a routine re-
port and moves out again to the Inland
Waterway, this time heading north to
Sarasofa, out New Pass at Sarasota
to the Gulf and back to Midnight Pass.
The round trip is forty miles—a long
way in a small outboard. How many
laps a day a driver makes around the
circuit depends on the horsepower of
the motor and the size and weight of
the beat being tested. Though the fest
drivers would enjoy company on their
rounds, for a seven-day working week
of this type of activity is a pretly
lonely job, the drivers are’required to
ride' alone so that they can pay full
attention te their motors' performance.
Ocecasionally one of the engineers will
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How Factory Tests Improve Your Motor
(Continued from Preceding Page)

ride the circuit with a test driver since
it's been found that the drivers may
get used to gradually developed un-
usual noises and fail to make a note of
them.

Four or five boats run the endurance
patfern mest of the time. Since the
same course 1s followed by all boats
during the endurance check, derelicts
are spotted, reperted to the boat house
at the end of a run so a rescue and re-
pair crew ecan go to that driver’s aid.

~ On the days during which I was vis-

iting the faecility, everything ran
smoothly with the five endurance tests
at that time underway. Joe Anderson,
however, stated that sometines things
get pretty hectic. The factory, of course,
is always anxious te push endurance
tests through te cempletion in order
to get reports and inspect the engines.
Invariably, when the factory engineers
begin to clamor for reports (which is
usually toward the end of the 500-hours
check), troubles begin and flawlessly
operating motors break down at re-
mote points. Joe and the rest of the
crew go crazy towing in, tearing down
and rebuilding motors at a frenzied
pace to get the equipment out on the
test logging hours again.

At 'the end of every day, each driver
fills.out a complete log on his day's ob-
servations: This also includes special
reports on' parts under particular sur-
veillance. It's a grinding, tedious job
—and it goes on and on even when
small craft warnings are up, and it
seldom stops short of a hurricane. En-
durance testing is designed to find out
Just how long the manufacturer's model
will hold up under constant high speed
operation, and to determine if any parts
are ineapable of serving a full 500
hours.

Inactivity is anether foe of the out-
board motor, so exposure and weather
tests are also routine. These are de-
signed to simulate conditions encoun-
tered by motors owned and operated
by persons who are strictly weekend
~outboarders and who' let their motors
sit unprotected the rest of the week.
Each motor undergoing an exposure
periodic-operation test has a painted
code of the day of the week it is to be
run. On that day only, the motor is
starfed up and run a prescribed num-
ber of hours. The motors undergoing
the exposure or weather tests are left
completely uncovercd in the open, sub-
Ject to salt water, sun and wind for as
much as a year without a clean-up, ad-
justment or lubrieation. The endurance
test, of eourse, doesn’t allow a motor to
freeze up through internal rusting or
corrosion since it is being used daily.
But if the motor iy ever going to freeze
and rust up from idleness, it's bound
to do so under the rugged exposure or
weather tests. Paint finishes are stu-
died, too, since constant exposure to
sun and salt water is the greatest
enemy of a paint job. A motor finish
‘may look wonderful on the show room
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floor, but if the paint components, pre-
spray preparation and painting tech-
nigue aren't correct, that flashy paint
finish fades, peels or blisters in a few
weeks or a month's time if the motor
is left uncovered in the open.

Endurance and exposure checks are
routine, but many special tests are also
conducted. For example, it has been
found that there is a tremendous dif-
ference in the quality of gasoline used
by outboarders in varying sections of
the country. The factory ships in large
sample lots of gasoline from wvarious
marine and filling stations in all parts
of the country, Another bateh of vari-
ous models of motors undergo specifie
tests with these sample gasolines. It
was found, for example, that gasoline
purchased in the Sarasota area eould
be used for 100 hours without a change
of gpark plug being necessary. Gaso-
line imported from other sections, in
some instances, would foul plugs in
20 hours eor less, while ecertain ether
fuels offered an even longer operating
span without plug change than the local
products,

In specifying spark plugs or spark
plug gap setlings for certain models of
motors, the manufacturer must take
into ‘consideration operation with the
poorest: possible fuel marketed in any
area, Based on this fuel test, dealers
may be alerted o peculiar conditions
existing in their areas, and recommmend
plugs and gap seltings to offset, or
partially offset, fuel deficiencies. Resuits
of such tests are also relayed to the
spark plug manufacturers, who are
vitally interested in improving their
products.

The Proving Grounds devises and
conduets tests, but the requests for
tests ave initiated by factory engineers,
the sales department and independent
boat and accessories manufacturers.
A newly designed part, an untried
metal formula or a new casting method
which may check out well in theory in
the factory laboratory, is not approved
for any model of a motor until it has
undergone exhaustive underway, Prov-
ing Ground tests. Once every compon-
ent in a prototype model has been
whelly proved and put into production,
it is given an aecceptance tank-run at
the factory for a minimum of a half
hour.

8till as another phase of the Proying
Ground's work, one out of every 100
motors given the production line ae-
ceptance is selecfed at random by the
Chief Hngineer and shipped to the
Proving Grounds for a minimum of five
to a maximuni of ten hours of spot-
bench and underway checking. This

extra check of an accepted model has

been devised largely to prevent any

.errors on the part of the production

line employees and inspectors. Each
motor carries tags identifying the in-
spector or inspectors who have passed
on the various parts. The Proving
Grounds gives a detailed report on each

of these motors, and an adverse report
reflects unfavorably on the inspector
who passed the motor.

Little things, such as paint appear-
ance, serapes, tool marks, improperly
tightened bolts, and faulty carburetor
adjustments, are all reported upon.
Failure of parts isn't expected, since
physical weaknesses should already
have been caught and corrected as a
result of endurance tests.

In checking over a sample report on
a spot-check motor, I 'saw that Wynne's
crew had noted that the choke shutter
struck the magneto when retarded.
They had also noted paint bubbles on
the finish of the lower unit. These are
things that no customer would be likely
to spot and minor flaws that would not
cause a customer any undue difficulty,
but the Proving Grounds test crew are
more finicky than the consumer. For
example, they would reject as unsuited
a motor which idled at an overly high
rpm in neutral. Naturally, such spot
checking keeps the factory inspectors
on their tees, and the same emphasis
on seléctivity and care is passed on by
the inspectors to_ their assembly crews.
In this way, quality of assembly can
be maintained at a high level.

What happens to the 500-hour motors
or the spot-cheéck motors which ave not
passed by the Proving Grounds? The
500-hour motors are sent back to the
factory engineers for a complete in-
spection and then serapped. On the
basis of this inspection, a predietion of
the life of the parts and major weak
points of the motor will be determined.
Any persistently wealk part, of course,
must be re-engineered. The rejected
spot-check motors will in most instances
not need to be scrapped, but, rather,
any defective part or parts can be re-
placed or defective worlimanship reme-
died.

I asked to look over some typical
sample test requests. To the layman.
taken individually, " these requests
might seem unimportant, but no motor
is more reliable than its weakest point
and each test request was designed to
eliminate these weak links from any
assembly. These are sample requests:

Engineering request: Test saddles
with swivel pin cast hole eyt down 010"
in size to eliminate side play in steer
ing. This size is now being run for
Future production.

Question: Is this better than
present production hole size?

Engineering request: Check cylinder
blocks with .002" oversize bores. Run
on endurance wund veport weekly wiy
information obtained from tests on idl-
ing improvement, nopise level, top speed
or any tendency toward cylinder wnll
or piston scoring.

Engineering request: Cholte shuttey
redesigned to give more complete shit-
aff.

Information required: Does this help
on cold starts? Does increased travel of
shutter require redesign of the shutter
retirn spring ?

Minimum howrs desired on this test,
300.

the
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i Various needle valves,

Certain items cannet be adequately

" tested in tanks but must be proved out

by underway testing and observation.
Spray shields or anti-cavitation plate
design on lower units must be tested

b and observed underway. Electrical in-

stallations are subjected to totally dif-
ferent vibrations in underway tests as
contrasted to tank tests. Reports from
the Proving Grounds may indicate
that a different manner is required for
securing ignition wiring, A report may
indicate the need for a change in insu-
lation or a vedesigned protective shroud-
ing.

During the testing of the Mercury
Mark 25, before it was released, engi-
neers encountered fuel leaning-out
trouble. In order to determine just what
was causing this prohlem, it seemed
necessary to be aple to see as well as
pressure-gauge the fuel flow. The Proyv-
ing Grounds devised a plexiglass insert
window for the Mark 25 carburetor so
that they could visually study the fuel
and float levels. They -also installed
clear plastic fuel lines so that they
could observe the passage of the fuel
with the motor in opervation under load
and check for any foam; emulsifying
of fuel or air buhbbles passing through
the fuel line between the pump and fhe
carburetor or the pump and the remote
fiiel tank. Undérway operation was
called for. Engine performance was not
the same in a test tank since the pro-
peller or test wheel cavitated in a tank
and failed to simulate load conditions.
filters, float
levels and inlet valve seats were tested
until the proper combination was ar-
rived at to cure this fault,

Many outboard manufacturers pur-
chase certain of their engine's compon-
ents from independent véndors. These
parts are designed to the manufactur-
ers' specifications. But, these too must
be given 1007, proving to be sure they
meet the specifications as outlined, and,
conversely, that any manufacturer's
specifications were proper for the: job
required of the part.

Manufacturers’ aceessories, such as
remote shift controls, throttles, steer-
ing wheels and fuel tanks must also be
¢hecked., For example, when a new re-
mote fuel tank was designed, a test
request desired durability information
concerning the welds of the baffle plates
and the ruggedness of the bottom seams
in the tanks. For this check, the re-
mote tanks would not be secured in an
approved fashion but allowed to bounce
around in the bottom of the boat under
rough water conditions in an attempt
to break the tank apart.

The sales department also gets into
the act. Fregqueatly they send boat ac-
cessories fahricated and marketed by
other manufacturers, with a reguest
that the items be thoroughly checlked
out to determine whether or mot they
should be recommended for sale by the
manufacturer’'s: Cealers. The reputable
marine dealer carries only products he
can recommend. for a faully accessory
can gqueer a sale of a major item.

Boat manufacturers’ products are

also given a thoroughgoing study. Fre-
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quently, on the basis of veports made
by the test crew, boat manufacturers
will add stress to certain parts of their
hulls, redesign contouring, relocate
seats, or make other recommended de-
sign changes based on lenglhy and
hard use of these hulls in endurance
TUuns. :

Certain specific components are sent
for analysis. A new gquick-replacement
magneto for the Mark 55 was being
given a checkover while I was present.
Samples of these magnetos were run
in motors for four hours at 6000 rpm,
then torn down, inspected and lubri-
cated. If any malfunctioning had oc-
curred, necessary repairs were made
and they were given an additional
seven-hour test. They were reassem-
hled after a second inspection, spot
checked again for a half hour and if
the voltage aitput. proved to be okay.
they were then to be approved for in-
stallation on motors. Once the samples
had been adequately proved, later fac-
tory production practice called for a
seven-hour, high-rpm factory test for
every magneto, since it is the aim to
have this Mark 55 magneto stand up
for a minimum of 500 hours’ use.

All endurance tests on motors, how-
ever, are not conducted at high speed.
One slow speed endurance check was
being given to water pump impellers
and water seals. The motor used for
this check was idled for hours on end
in shallow water with a shell and sand
bottom, The object, of course, in keep-
ing with the endurance philosophy of
the Proving Grounds, was te find out
just how long the components being
tested would stand up to the abrasive
action of chewed-up sea shell and the
cutting effect of sand. On the findings
of this test, it might be necessary to
install a different material for use in
the water seals or impellers, or per-
haps a different design, for it is cer-
tainly within the realm of possibility
that a fisherman may spend much of
his boating time idling oveér similar
hazards.

While mueh of the testing was of a
routine and undramatic nature,-I was
fortunate to be present during the time
that a new motor-mounting system was
being checked out. Wynne called this
the Rubber Tire Test. It was plenty
rugged, yet fairly simply devised. Four
ordinaty automobile tires, with their
side walls drilled (so they wouldn't
float) were lashed together. These
tires were fastened midway on a length
of stout cable, secured at one end to
a dock cleat and at the other to an out-
hoard powered hoat. The test was a
fiendish one. The tires were submerged
so that the tops bavely showed several
inches below the water's surface. A test
boat, with a motor equipped with the
new mounting system was then run at
wide-open throttle at these tires. In
hurdling the obstacle, the motor was
kicked up, in order for the lewer unit
to clear the tires, and then allowed to
slam back into normal operating posi-
tion. A specially reinforced boat made
of molded plywoed, with a fiberglass
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" Better Than Ever For 1955"
WRITE FOR CATALOG
2317 STERLING AVEMNUE
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI

DE SILVA BOATS

Service C Runabout Record
48.283 m.p.h. — 5 MILES — ADBA

LAKELAND, FLA. BUD WIGET

3215 So. La Cienega Blvd.
Culyer City, Calif. Phone: Vermaont 93238

WATER SKIS
Write for big FREE illustrated catalog of
most complete line of Water Skis, Ski Kirs,
bindings and accessories. Send 35¢ foday
for Big New 1955 Marine Catalog full of
illustrations and information.
LE. DEBBOLD MARINE SUPPLY CO.
10366 Long Beach Blvd,
Lynwood 4, California

Classified Advertising

Use 1this directory for prompt respense. Rate 20e
per word. ($3.00 minimum). CASH WITH ORDER.
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closing dates for classified advertising as follows:
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May Jan. 20 September ay 20
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Make remittance payable to BOAT SPORT, Classi-
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FOR SALE

FOR SALE Used and rebuilt marine motors, 2
to 530 H.P. gasoline and diesel. Complete stock
list of popular madels. Write for FRER Catalog
180 covering conversion equipment, propellors, re-
verse gears, fittings, and supplies of all kinds.
BTOKES MARINE SUPPLY, Dept. BS, Cold-
water, Mich.

CONVERSIONS for all madel Ford, Mercury,
Lincoln and Jeep Engines. Free Catalog. Lehman
Manufacturing Company, Dept, K, 972 Broad
SBtreet, Newark: 2, N, J.

MERCURY MODIFICATIONS—Cylinders padded

—A-B-D, pistons built up. Alechol conversions

on carburctors. Gravity tanks for 20-H. Elee-
tronic balaneing. Full house jobs for racing.
Write O. F, Christner, Quiney Welding Works,
5th and State, Quincy, Ilinois.

BARGAINS galore, marine hardware items.
Factory imperfects, overrun hargains, Free
folder. Marine, 3604 Stevens So., Minneapolis 9,
Minnesota.

OUTBOARD RACING ACCESSORIES, helmets,
speedometers, throttles, steerers, life jackets, fins,
racing varnish, raeing pistons. Send for Hst.
Fyéd Jacoby Hoat Works, North Bergen, N

NITRO BLITZ ADDITIVE for gas or alkie
burnérs. 10¢ faster., Absolutely undelectable,
Adl one 8 oz, can to 1% gal. of standard mix.
No modifications needed. Send 31.50 to Blitz
Racing Produets, 14085 N. Bayshore Drive, Ma-
deira Beach Florida. No COD's. Al orders con-
fidential,
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Somewhere about the T70th

How Factory Tests

(Continued from Preceding Page)

bottom, was used for the hurdling boat,

The design was by Dick Cole of
Miami and the hoat spoke well for
Cole's design, for despite the ideal situ-
ation of having the boat take none of
the shock and lefting the unit bear the
entire brunt, on oceasions, the out-
board maintaining the line taut would
get slightly out of position, pull the
tires a bit above the water's surface
and the boat as well as the motor would
take the shock.

During the course of that one day,
Joe ‘Anderson slammed into the tires
100 times, which was the scheduled
maximum for the new mounting sys-
tem test. Hach time Anderson hit the
tires, the motor would fiy up and slam
back into the transom of the boat with
sledge-hammer impact.

Amazingly enough, the entire mount-
ing’ system and lower unit withstood
the test without failure. On three oc-
casions Anderson temporarily was
forced to interrupt his cowboying an-
ties. The first break occurred when the
impact fractured a propeller blade.
Twice after that the four steel-filled,
braided tie-down eables, arranged to
prevent the motor from flying entirely
into the boat when the motor kicked
up at about 30 mph, were snapped by
the impact and had to be replaced.
run, the
swivel pin was visibly bent. But after
inspecting the steering, it was found
that this did not interfere with maneu-
verability and the tests were continued
without changing the pin.

Though the day's work is routine,
life is neither grim nor lacking in fun
at Midnight Pass. Pelicans abound in
the area, sometimes hundreds of them
lounging around on the waterway and

taking off sluggishly as the test crews

approach, One particular pelican has
become a pet. The crew have named
him Mortimer, and sometimes he will
tag along with one of the test boats
and lazily flap overhead for miles,
seemingly just as much interested in
the sound-and performance of the motor
as the test driver. Of course, Morti-
mer does this because he's looking for
a handout. He has come to depend upon
Red Anderson, the Anderson kids and
the tedt crew for his daily sustenance
since he gave up foraging for himself.
Mortimer's greatest love is tobacco, He
sometimes startles strangers on a tour
of the grounds by swooping down and
filching cigars from their lapel pockets,

While the erews are too busy to give
mueh attention to pets, a brown non-
descript, mongrel dog is a Proving
Grounds regular. Sinee he can't talk
and distract the test crews, he's a priv-
ileged rider and has logged as many
hours as most of the veterans during
his four years at the: Proving Grounds.

What do the test erews do with their
time off?. You can probably guess.
They borrow a boat and go night fish-
ing, or haze newcomers by taking them
out al night and losing them in the
maze of mangrove tunnels and little
arrow channels that wander as end-
lessly and frustratingly as a mirror
maze in an amusement park. Every
newcomer gets his share of hazing —
sort of an endurance test for the per-
sonnel before they po to work te see
hew well the motors can take it! (End)

What's New on the Racing Scene
(Continued from Page 9)

are is impossible to/say but apparently
some of the Class A drivers have evi-
denced considerable interest in the mo-
tor and plan to buy models if either of
the two sancfioning hodies approve it.

Strangely the Class C Konig, which
has proved itself in at least one isolated
instance to be superior to our own PR
65, has not had spec application made,
which indicates strongly that Konig,
at least for 1955, would like to hold
the hot iron under wraps until he has
tested it personally against United
States competition.

Recently, at Baldeney See, near Co-
logne, Germany, Pinand defeated Konig
in closed course compelition but only
after Konig had been thrown out while
leading, climbed back into his boat,
restarted the motor and overtook eight
other competitors to finish a close sec-
ond. This performance is such a rarity

in outbearding that rumors that the

Konig C can top 75 (set up for straight-
away running) do not seem out of the
realm of possibility.

The other excellent performing
Northern European C is the Triumph

Speed Twin, campaigned by Charles
Largefeuille, This is a motorcycle con-
version but unlike more commonplace
European J.A.P. or F.N. conversions,
it winds up  with no more vibration
than a PR. The J. A FP.s and the F.Ns,
while fairly hot, are notorious for their
excessive vibration. Largefeuille’s con-
version is equipped with factory-de-
signed, hotter overhead cam, and dual
Amal ecarburetors. It presently has
been running on a mixture of gasoline
and benzol, with a 9.5:1 compression
ratio. Largefeuille has found that the
motor already is the equivalent of the
PR 65s running in Europe, and is alter-
ing che: compression ratio to 1:1 and
converting to alcohol, He hopes to
meet some United States competition
before the year is out.

Noting its popularity in non-sanc-
tioned Region T events, A P.B.A. gave
probationary approval for 1955 to the
new ‘36" class, competed in predom-
inantly by Johnson Sea-Horse 255 and
Evinrude Big Twins. The new proba-
tionary eclass, which already had a
strong nucleus through the Mid-west,
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What's New on the Racing Scene

( Continued from Preceding Page)

charge of the cooling water (in open
exhaust form) at the base of the ex-
haust deflector. This Mercury cooling
method, which has heen followell out
in the Jones-O'Dea removable head-
bloek version, engineering-wise, would
seem to be an improvement over the
cooling method used for the S8R Class
B motor.

Prior to advertising the item for sale,
O'Dea conducted a long series of boat
tests, on the Hackensack River in
Northern New Jersey, while Jones ran
shop tank tests under different and in-
creasing loads by means of wvariable
discs of the water-brake fype similar
to the set-ups used by Dean Draper a
few years back.

Claims on the new Red Head conver-
sion are held to the conservative side.
As ghipped, the combustion chamber
volume, at top dead center to the top
of the spark plug hole, is exactly 20
c,¢. with the speed kit installed on
either a KG-T or a Mark 20H and used
with Mereury factory pistens and the
head gasket supplied with the kit. The
head gasket is of the “paper” variety,
a special Johns-Manville product,
which to date has not experienced com-
pression blows at any compression
ratios tested. Jones feels that the fac-
tory pistons of forged aluminum arve ex;
cellent and that the entire assembly
will perform excellently using the orig-
inal pistons and rings as they come with
the motor. Standard compression ratio
on the Red Head is 8:1, Tank tests
conducted with a strictly stock factory
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.,’.‘; o sd with scte
Is sdjustables for
erfact BL. aguinst hard
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NEW AIRCRAFT TYPE 12 VOLT BATTERY
34 amp hour at 5 hr.

i rate. 9% long x 47"
wide x B%" high. Wing
nut ferminal posts. An

ideal battery for your 12
volt starter equipped out-
board motor.

A $55.00 valve — new ©
sensational bargain buy from modified govern-
ment surplus of only $20.00 each,

Above type battery also available in & volt,
approximately ' size, same amp hour, for your
& volt starter equipped outbaard at $12:75 each.
All batferies shipped dry charged.
GAARE SUPPLY COMPANY
Weatherford,

Box 277 Texas
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Mark 20H indicated that an increase of
300 rpm was normal with the installa-
tion of the kit, using stock tank gaso-
line and no modifications other than
the block and head. On underway tests,
with: several different three-point B
hydros, the 300 rpm inecrease with
identical propellers was also standard.

The stock factory set-up on the Mark
20H is 21-211; ¢.e. with the KG-T7
ranging from 28 to 24. The minimum
permissible on the 20H is 17 e.¢,, and on
the KG-T, 22 c.c.

Jones has stated that if 'a driven
wishes to experiment with a ecompres-
sion  ratio higher than the 8§:1, as
shipped, he can machine the head of
the Red Head block component to just
under 1,32" (.030"), which will lower
the volume approximately 11, c.¢. For
a driver who wants to go lower in vol-
ume and boost his compression. ratio
still farther, Jones recommends a
switeh to a piston similar to Clyde
Wiseman's Wiseco pistons, since the
deflector contour of the Jones-O'Dea
head will mateh the Wiseco to the ex-
tent that any compression ratio can be
obtained witheut machining the head
by merely regulating the amount of
dome height on the piston. Factory pis-
tons are flat, so that machining more
than .030" from the head (which will
boost compression to about 10:1) will
cause the piston to strike the exhaust
deflector at t.d.e.

Jones algo cautions drivers with Red,

Head conversion kits as to the limita-

tions imposed on compression ratios

by fuel and also to the fact that heat
ranges available from 14 mm plugs with
3" reach are limited.

Those drivers who are planning to
run high compression ratios and who
have found that K-3s in the Champion
range are still not sufficiently cool,
may well switch te a Champion LA
series plug (designed for high com-
pression, foreign car engines), using
an LA-11 as a starting peint. It is
also possible to re-tap the Jones Red
Head for an 18 mm plug, to gain the
colder ranges found in the R series
used b\f the alky burner drivers.

This speed conversion kit has been
designed with two purposes in mind:
to race in modified stock cireles; or
to convert -a stock motor over wholly
to ‘aleohol and to run with the alky
burners. In either event, the block
and head set-up offers an initial quick
‘boost of 300 or more rpm. Al present,
the set-up is intended for use with
open exhausts. However, Jones and
O'Dea are also working on an under=

water type exhaust so that a pleasure

boat owner may equip his stock motor
with a Red Head conversion complete

" with a water jacketed exhaust cover

and still gain considerable accelera-
tien and top speed.

The kits at present may be pur-
chased directly from the manufacturer
or from franchised outboard molor
dealers. The kit is sold complete with
gasket, head, block, the necessary tank
brackets and exhaust cowling for the
KG-T kit or the supports and exhaust
stack for the 20H as well as the water
fittings with tubings for either motor.
Since the accessories for the conver-
sion kit will vary, depending upon
which medel B the conversion kit is
for, any drivers interested in making
such a conversion should be certain to
specify which kit is desired. (End)

Outdoors With the Outboards

{Continued from Page 11)

large clothes closet; a dining table; a
davenport that converts to upper and
lower berths at night; and a rollaway
bed for the occasional guest. Headroom
in the cabin is 6 feet 3 inches. The for-
ward deck, which measures 8x8 feet,
makes an ideal place to lounge on
steamer chairs in the sun. With a 16-hp
motor, the River Queen will do 10 mph.
The price, F.0.B. Gary, Indiana, is
$1,995.

AN EXCITING new craft is the Scamp,
a pusher-type, self-propelled, plywood
surfboard produced by Dean's Marine
Engineering; Janesville, Wis. It can be
powered by any outboard motor de-

veloping from 5 to 16 hp and can be

used to carry from one to three per-
sons. to tow water skiers, as a swim-
ming and diving float and even as a
fishing boat. An upright steel handlebar
holds the ecut-off switch and throttle
control. The operator holds onto this
bar and steers the Scamp by shifting
his weight toward the desired direction.
(Note the similarity here to the Heli-
Vector.) The Seamp weighs about 85

pounds, is 8 feet long and has a 4-foot
beam. It is available in blueprint form,
in a special de-it-yourself pre-cut kit or
completely finished and ready to use.,

SOMETHING NEW, in the form eof out-
board boats with one-piece plastic hulls
has been introduced by Bowman, Ine.,
Little Rock, Ark. The resin-impreg-
nated Fiberglas hulls are molded for
Bowman by Goodyear Aireraft Corp.,
Akron, Ohio, in a T00-ton press using
pregision-machined metal dies and in-
tense heat. Full-length oversize bettom
stringers form melded-in  flotation
chambers that, regardless of hull dam-
age, will support oceupants, their gear
and the heaviest outboard motor made.
Three models of this 16-foot hoat are
distributed by Bowman-—a double-
cockpit runabout, an open runabout
with a forward deck and a utility boat.

MAKERS OF boat trailers, who have
seen sales for their industry soar from
1,000 units in 1939 te some 100,000 in
1954, organized the Boat Trailer Manu-
facturers Association recently in Chi-
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cago. ‘Spokesmen for the new associa-
tion pointed out that the trailer has
become an integral part of the boating
picture—that boal's, motors and trailers
now ge together to form “complete
packages of fun'' The immediate ob-
Jective of the Assoeciation is to establish
manufacturing and operating stand-
ards. One proposed recommendation
that will be welcomed by outhoard en-
thusiasts everywhere is that every
manufacturer malke Spare parts avail-
able for a minimum of three vears for
every model he markets.

Officers of the Boat Trailer Manu-
facturers Association, elected at the
organization meeting, are: James .
Olney, President: Frank H. Peterson,
Vice-President; D. Benjamin Roy, Sec-
retavy-Treasurer; and James E. Cun-
ningham and William F. Miller, Direc-
tors.

INSTALLMENT BUYING of hoats and
motors is becoming increasingly easier
to artange as banking circles learn
more and more about the potentials of
boat and motor financing. This is good
news for all of us because it means
that we can obtain the outfits we have
always wanted and can pay for them
as we: use them. To help this trend
along, the Outboard Boating Club of
America is preparing an educational
programi to acquaint banks with the
lustily growing outboard market. The
outboard industry itself is also working
to ease installment buying.

ARE ¥OU familiar with the U. 8.
Coast Guard Auxiliary? If not, you
should be because this organization,
which' is made up- entively of unpaid
volunteers, is doing a tremendous job
for boating in general and outboard
enthusiasts in particular. Upon request
by you, the Auxiliary will examine yoeur
boat and equipment to see if they meet
Coast Guard standards for safety, Each
bodt that passes this test receives a
safety decal that can be proudly dis-
played on the windshield.

Also, the Auxiliary will set up an or-
ganized patrol of any outboard event
for the purpose of preventing accidents.
A recent example of this service took
place during the predicted-log race for
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outhoard motorhoats sponsored by the
United Sportsmen Outboard Club the
Wweekend of April 23-24. Ninety-seven
outboards participated in this race,
which ran from San Pedro, Calif,, over
the waters of the open Pacific to Cata-
ling Island and return. Twelve Auxi-
liary vessels and two regular Coast
Guard eutters patrolled the course. All
of the contestants but one completed
the race. The one exception strayed
from his course because of low visi-
bility and was reported by a Swedish
freighter. The freighter stood by with
a line on the boat until the arvival of
one of the Coast Guard cutters, Need-
less to say, the race was an adventur-
‘ous affair and the fact that it was sue-
cessful was due in no small measure
Lo the close cooperation of the Auxi-
liary and Coast Guard vessels,

Another aetivity of the Auxiliary
that will find favor among outboard
enthusiasts is its sponsorship of various
boating courses. The simplest of these
is a one-night affair for beginners. It
consists of a lecture on the basic prin-
ciples of boat handling and an out-
board-safety motion picture. All those
who attend veceive copies of an in-
formative boolklet on outhoard safety.
This booklet, prepared by the Auxiliary
in'eooperation with the Qutboard Boat-
ing Cliub of America, explains by word
and picture the basic art of handling
outheard motorboats.

Net quite so brief is the Public In-
struection Course, which is held each
winter. Graduates of this receive Coast
Guard Basic Seamanship Certificates.
Should you dedide to join the Auxiliary
itself, there's a third course you must
take. Upon signing up, you become a
provisional member of the Auxiliary
and then take the course to gualify
for full membership. Among the texts
used are the American Red Cross First
Aid Textbook and Charles F. Chap-
man's Piloting, Seamanship und Small
Boat Handling.

Information on Auxiliary aetivities
in your area can be obtained by wri ting
to United States Coast Guard Auxiliary,
Washington 25, D. C.

AND SPEAKING of Chap's book re-
(Coutinued on Next Page)
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Qutdoors With the Qutboards

(Continned from. Preceding Page)

minds us of the United States Power
Squadrons, whieh, now in their 42nd
year of instructing reereational-boating
enthusiasts in the ways of the water,
use Chap's treatise as their standard
textbook. There are 177 Squadrons
with 26,156 individual members. This
represents a gain of 1,363 members
since the end of December, 1954,

More than 25,000 men and women
are registered as students in Squadron
courses, which range from basic in-
struection in piloting, open to all per-
sons anywhere in the 1. 8., to more
advanced courses: that are open to
Squadron members only. The lecturers
and instructors are all Squadron mem-
bers who have volunteered their serv-
ices. Fulkinformation on the Squadrons
can be obtained from National Head-
gquarters, USPS, 9 W. Demarest Ave.,
Englewood, N. J,

ANOTHER ORGANIZATION that is de-
voted to your welfare is the Quthoard
Boating Club of America (the same
mentioned often above). One of the
many valuable services performed by
OBC is the publication of a mimeo-
graphed pamphlet titled Legislative
Bulletin. This pamphlet econtains a
roundup of the more important boating
bills introduced in the various state
legislatures. It describes the bills, com-
ments on them and then states OBC's
position—"for,” ‘“against"” or ‘“non-
committal.” As an example, the latest
Bulletin contains the following infor-
mation concerning a bill introduced in
the legislature of my home state, New
Jersey:

Senate Bill No. S-219. Introduced by
Senator Farley. Referred to Highways
and Transport Committee. Eill regu-
lates sale, purchase, transfer and reg-
ulation of outhoard motors. Certificates,
to be issued by Fish and Game Agen-
cies, to cost §4 plus 50 cenlts issuance
feew Duplicates to cost $2.50. Record

search te cost $2. Penalty for non--

compliance to consist of 850 fine or 30
days in jail. OBC comment: “This
revenue producer at the outboard own-
ers’ expense should be strongly opposed
by every outboard owner, dealer, club,
etc. ' OBC's position: “Against.”

If we are to protect our fast-growing
sport we must bring the influence of
aroused public opinion to bear on our
legislators 4o kill proposed bills of this
sort and make sure that only worth-
while legislation is passed. It is there-
fore strongly urged that every boating
club write to the OBC, 307 N, Michigan
Ave,, Chieago 1, Ill., asking to be put
on the mailing list for future issues of
the Legislative Bulletin,

As Guy Hughes, Executive Director
of OBC, has said, although “some of

the proposed laws have been prepared
in the spirit of OBC's 4 Recommended
Uniform Boat Regulation Act, which
seeks to proviﬁ'e a maximum of public
interest with a minimum of restriction

30

for the mation’s -millions of boating
enthusiasts, other proposals now in the
legislative hoppers are cause for alarm
on the part of the boating public. . . .
Unless all segments of . . . boating . ..
rally, in their own states, to the sup-
port of enlightened legislation that has
been introduced and make known their
objections te unrealistic proposals, the
goal of uniform and fair boating regu-
lations throughout the nation will meet
with a severe setback.'

PROOF THAT skiing is mnot limited
to resort areas is an announcement
from the American Water Ski Associa-
tion headquarters in Chicago that a
new water ski eclub ig forming in Val-
dez, Alaska,

Maurice Paige, who claims the rec-
ord of being the AWSA member fur-

. thest removed from the more conven-

tional water skiing surroundings, has
requested organization data from the
parent group. Paige states that the
skiers in his area usé the surface of
Prince William Sound and that skiing
on this body of water and skiing on
snow is very much the same . . . the
waler never warms up above 34 de-
grees!

THE NATION'S taste in outboards
is running toward the higher horse-
power models, according to a report
from the market research staff of the
Outboard Boating Club of America.

In 1941 the average oulboard motor
sold had a 3.6 horsepower rating. This
climbed to 4.2 horsepower in 1946 and
zoomed to 10.3 in 1854, The market
analysts of OBC are confident that the
average power rating of outhoard mo-
tors purchased this year/will be at least
12 horsepower.

This steady increasé in horsepower is
a reflection of the family boating trend.
While small fishing boats can manage
quite nicely with smaller horsepower
meotors, the larger boats used in family
boating activities call for more power-
ful motors.

NATIONAL Water Ski Championship
tournament will be held in Lakelsnd,
Fla., Aug. 26, 27, 28, according to an
announcement by Charles R. Sligh, Jr.,
Grand Rapids, Mich., president of the
American Water Ski Association.

Sligh, in commenting upon the se-
lection of the Florida site, noted that
the host elub, Lakeland Water 8ki Club,

.

has heen one of the most active groups
in the parent organization in promot-
ing and staging successful tournaments.

“The Lakeland club's success with

regional and district tournaments has f‘s

been so noteworthy, that we felt the;
could do an egually fine job with the
national championships,” said Sligh.

A field of 125 skiers is expected to
take part in the meet. This large entry
will set a record and make this year's
event, the 13th annual championship
test, the largest ever held.

THE NEED FOR more boaling facili-
ties prompted the Outboard Boating
Club of America to produce another
booklet aimed at improving the lot of
the boating publie.

The new boek is "America's Grow-
ing Need . . . Outboard Marinas,”" pub-
lished jointly by OBC and the Socony-
Vacuum Qil Company.

The marinas book is profusely il-
lustrated with photes and drawings and
is designed, to aid communities, boat
and motor dealers, clubs and boating
groups in the establishment of more
and better outboard marinas to meet
the needs of the rapidly expanding
boating population.

Don't let that word marina throw
you, It is a coined word that describes
an establishment providing complete
boating facilities, fuel, docking, wet
and dry storage, service and supplies.

The beooklet points out that a com-

munity or gn individual may develop a—
waterfront property into a profitably ‘ 'f

outboard marina. In many cases out-
board boat dealers will want to coen-
sider the establishment of a marina in
conjunction with their present business.
In any case, such a faeility would be
a community asset.

There are numerous advantages that
an outboard marina can bring to'a com-
munity. The booklet points out that the
outboard marina will provide healthful
recreation facilities, convert ungightly
waterfronts into profitable and pleasant
properties ‘and improve the property
value of adjoining areas. The local mer-
chants handling gasoline, boats, motors,
fishing tackle and food would have an
increased trade from boaters using the
marina facilities. The marina would
provide safer boating and offer another
inducement for people to live in the
community.

Copies of the booklet are available
free upon request to OBC, 307 North
Michigan Avenue, Chicago 1, Ill, or to
the Socony-Vacuum 0Oil Co,, Small Craft
Division, 26 Broadway, New York 4,
N. Y. (End)

Sammamish Slough

(Continued from Page 17T)

was first in the up-river heat and Farr
first in the down-river heat, but Sulli-
van sped over the course in the least
elapsed time, Al Karelson placed third.

The other class winners, in order of
finish, were:

D-runabout: Al Benson, George Taylor
and Ken Ferguson, B-hydro: John Rob-
inson, Harold Davies and Hank Cl}eva-_
lier. A-hydro: Ray Holiday, Dud Stuarf

and Jim Hale. C-runabout: Sid Satted

Peter Laush and Walt Edson. B-run-
about: Andrew Thompson, Howard An-
derson and Gerald Lamplin. A-run-
about: Billy Schumaker, Donnie Ben-
son, DU-2: V, F. Halsey, Jack Swan-
berg and Carl Biber. (End)
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It's News
( Continued from Page 3)

NEW WIZARD OQUTBOARD

\ Western Aute Bupply Company' has
oo added a new alternate-firing 4-cylin-
der model Lo its line of Wizard eutboard
motors. Known as the Wizard Super
Power 25, the new mdtor develops 25
horsepower plus at 4000 rpm. Top speed
is around forty miles an hour, accord-

ing to company officlals.

Designed for cruisers, runabouts,
and large utility boats, the new Wizard
25 is available with either hand-oper-
ated vecoil starter or eleclric starter
with generator, A fronl-localed gear-
shift lever with forward, neutral and
reverse, plus twist-grip throttle lets the
aperator maintain full control even in
crowded parking areas. Complete re-
mote control unit is optional at extra
cost.

Weighing about 100 Ibs., the new
Wizard 25 has a long range fuel system.,
with nen-pressure tank. Fuel is fed to
‘the motor by an automotive-type fuel
pump mounted on the engine power-
head. "Quick-snap’’ connection provides
instant hook-up bhetween fuel hose and
maotor,

Other Wizard outboard moters in-
clude the Wizard Powermatic 12, the
Wizard Super Ten, and the new Wizard
Super Five.

PLANS AND FRAME EKITS
" (ilen L, Marine has announced a new
\}(icsign series with a complete range of
power ecraft, both inboards and out-
boards, in runabout, utility, and eruiser
models, from 11 to 23'. A full Glen L.
series will be available on most designs
—complete plan sets, full size patterns,
or frame kits. Another feature will
offer ‘a trailer kit unit that allows the
builder to assemble his own trailer.

All designs have been especially pre-
pared for the amateur builder, and
step by step insfructions are furnished
along with the complete drawings.

NEW MODEL NO-VIBE
PAD

Woerthingten Preduets, Inc., Marine
Division, 441 Lexington Avenue, New
York 17, N. Y. originators of noise-
reducing No-Vibe: Transom Pads for
outhboard users, anhounce the introduc-
tion of a new moedel. Called the Hewi-
Duty, it is designed for hoats which
have a bracing knee in the transom.

TRANSOM

The inside fap of the Hevi-Duty tran-
som pad has a cut-out section which
accommodates the protruding knee.
while giving sufficient depth and clamp
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Dick O'Dea repeats in Class AU at the
Nationals in De Pere, Wisc.

Hawthorne).

is overall high peint champion.

SID-CRAFT BOATS

SID-CRAFTS driven by Ronald Zuback, Gene Hawthorne, r.md‘ Bol:! Robbins ploced Tst, 2nd,
in BU at the Winnebagoland Marathon, SID-CRAFTS waere first in BU at the Sheboygan,
marathon (driven by Jerry Van Ambers), and at the Thousand lslonds Marathon [driven by Gene

konald Zubeack, driving e SID-CRAFT is high peint winner in BU closs, and Dickie ©'Dea in SID-CRAFTS
YOU TOO CAN GET IN THE WINMNER'S CIRCLE WHEN YOU OWN A SID-CRAFT!

MAIL ADDRESS: ROUTE 43, PLAYER AVE. U,S. 1, NIXON, N. J.
SHOP ACTDRESS: U.S. 1, NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J,

Jim Coulbourn of Burlington,
N. J., driving a stock model
SID-CRAFT drove his BU out-
board to new, sizzling records
in Florida of 49.793 m.p.h. for
the mile straightoway and
46.512 m.p.h. for the five-mile
competition at Lakeland, Fla.
Join the record breakers by
ordering your SID-CRAFT now.

and 3rd
Michigan

2. Safer mounting — two top mounting holes

3. Much easier to hook up — stays put

respect ot any price

QUINCY WELDING

Amenica’s Finest Raecing Safety Tinottle
THE QUINCY VISU-MATIC

Designed & Built by Racers for Racers

1. The first safety throttte with cast integral rack

4. A better made, better perfarming throttle in every

5th & State

gripping-space to the pad. A rigid insert
in the pad, which is also indented, pre-
vents the clamps from cutting through
the rubber. The pads fit all transom
thicknesses, and may also be used on
boat transoms without knees. The Hevi-
Duty model is, like the regular No-Vibe
Transom Pad, priced at 3$3.95 for the
standard style in black rubber, and at
$4.95 for the de luxe version in white
rubber. It supplants the ‘“Lowboy"
model which is being discontinued.
WATER SAUCER NEW TOWING
THRILL

White Bear Water Ski Company,
5345 Bald Eagle Blvd., West, White
Bear Lake, Minn.,, has announced its
Fly-N-Saucer-as a novelty for the water
skier, The Fly-N-Saucer, which is of a
specially -molded design, is quite easy
to master and is suited for towing be-
hind motors of 10 to 22 horsepower.

PLASTIC SPRAY FOR MOTORS

Krylon Inc., manufacturers of a clear
dcrylic plastic spray, are producing the
product in aeresol dispensers for pri-
mary use of spraying exposed parts of
outboard and inboard motors for pro-
teetion against water and dampness.
Krylon's erystal elear spray periodie-
ally used on the outside shrouds of
motors and on the underwater units
will aid in preventing cerrosion and
proteet the shells against pitting. The
product is carried by most marine
dealers. (End)

BILL TENNEY

— MAY 15, 1955
SET A MEW PROFESSIOMAL CLASS B
HYDRO STRAIGHTAWAY RECORD OF

68.311 MPH WITH CHRIS-GO.

FOR INBOARDS
AND OUTBOARDS

NITRO FUELS

AVAILABLE ON

REQUEST >
SEE YOUR DEALER OR FjCisp

WRITE TO Dep't. 1-19 fl)
CHRISTOPHER BROS.
12800 EATON AVENUE

27, MICHIGAN

DETROIT
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Azalea Festival Marathon
(Continued from page 13)

was licked. A passing pleasure boat
driver, however, drew along side and
offered to take DeWald in tow. In-
stead, DeWald had a brainstorm, asked
if he could borrow a couple of gallons
of gas. The leak in the fuel line was
sufficiently slow so that Craig figured
two gallons would carry him home, al-
lowing for leakage. It did, to a well
deserved win, with about a 50-yard
margin to spare.

Second place int AU went to Bob
Brown of Salisbury, Md., who was driv-
ing for Bd Biscoe of the same town. In
six previous marathons, the best Bob
had been able to turn in was a second
in the 60-mile Solomons Island event
in '54,

The B Stock Hydroplanes reestab-
lished a point made by the aleohol
burning drivers years before—mnamely,
that unprotected, long distance, drift-
wood-strewn water is unsuited to' the
step bottom hulls. Al Bauer, referee

-of the event, sagely enough, shortened

the overall distance for the hydro course
from 64 to 48 miles—4 laps of 12 miles
edch—after the AU, CU and 36 c.i
drivers (who had competed as one di-
vision) experienced boat and.personnel
beatings that have seldom been match-
ed in stock racing events. The B Stock
Hydro drivers, who were to sandwich
in their go at the angry water before
the: BUs and DUs took off, eyed the
course with certain misgivings. Only
five of the registered nine contestants
decided to wet their lumber. Two of
these wet it too thoroughly and swamp-
ed before they reached the starting line.
Two others took a relatively safe ap-
proach at the event, but not so Bill
MeClung, Portsmouth, Va., in his own
designed and built three-pointer. Bill
moved into an early lead and, at the
end of 12 miles, had a margin of more
than three-quarters of a mile over his
closest competitor, Scott Straus. Me-
Clung rounded the turning buoy at the
start of the second lap with an ap-
parent unconcern for the foot-and-a-
half high chop and occasional rolling,
three-foot waves. He left the turning
huoy full bore, proceded about 200 yards
in good shape, with his threepointer
dancing lightly over the wave Tops,
when suddenly he hit an outsized hump,
and McClung and his boat, “Miss Dixie
Belle,” parted company. For a few
seconds it looked as though the nice-
handling three-pointer had turned tem-
peramental. Then the spray subsided
and McClung was seen swimming to-
ward his stalled eraft which was
amazingly enough still right side up.
Unfortunately for McClung, who might
well have been able to get underway
if he had removed his spark plugs and
dried them out, he accepted a tow to

shore, figuring to get a new set of °

plugs from his pit stooges. This offici-
ally put MeClung out of competition,

although the sponsoring club later

awarded him the third place trephy
but no official points:
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The rest of the hydro event was
somewhat anticlimatic. Scott Straus,
an aggressive and heady driver who
had decided three-quarter throttle was
much the wiser approach, had shkirted
the shore line, which, though offering
a longer route than the more direct
channel, gave him greater protection.
Straus was rewarded for his strategy.
He moved into the lead and, two laps
later, with one lap still to complete,
Straus was more than a full lap ahead
of the enly other driver still running,
Orbie West, of Portsmouth. Twice West
had swamped and been forced to bail
out his rig. Straus, who was driving a
motor owned by Tom Johnson, the
A P.B.A. Stock Supervisor of Region
4, was flagged Lo the pits by the motor
owner, whe valued his motor more than
the possible winning of a first-place
trophy.

‘Since only two boats were running at
the time, Johnson's suggestion to Straus
was that the Maryland racer settlerfor
second place, However, as it turned out,
when Orbie West reached the end of
his second lap (still one full lap be-
hind Straus), West decided that 24
miles of nearly ocean-like going in a
hydro was enough for him and rather
than continue on, he was contented to
settle for second spot in the curtailed
event.

The DUs and BUs were called out,
and the spectators were treated to a
real change of pace, with some close
competition. The Coast Guard, during
the course of the events, had continual-
ly queried the officials as to whether
they were going to go on with the pro-
gram and how soon the entire card of
racing would be completed. Meantime,
small eraft warnings had been issued,
but as long as the racing craft were
active on the water, small craft spec-

. tators also refused to leave the scene.

At this stage, the course was altered
again to 6 miles per lap and 8 laps, or
48 miles for the race,

In BU elass, in which the contestants
were vieing not only for eclass Lrophies
but alse a huge new ,Kiekhaefer Per-
petual Trophy, Tom Vandenbusch,
Birdsbore, Pa., in a Mercury 20H-pow-
ered Speedliner called “‘Saw Bones,”
led C. W. Givens, Norfolk, Va. in a
20H-powered Whirlwind hull, “Tom-
Kat," by less than three boal lengths
for two full laps. On rough water, this
ding-dong tangle for front spot was

terrific to see. Shortly after the begin-
ning of the third lap, Vandenbusch's
hull flipped when an S-hook slipped out
of his steering bar, and Givens took
over the lead, tagged closely by Paul
Rothenberger, who had steadily been
picking up time in his Raveau. Midway
through the fourth lap, Givens went
out and Rothenberger took his turn as
leader. The Reading, Pa, driver held
onto the lead for the balance of the
distance despite two rather painfully
cut knees. Rothenberger not only won
the Kiekhaefer trophy and the class
title but also a wife, since his fiancee
had promised Rothenberger she would
marry him when he won his first mara-
thon!

In DUs, which were run simultane-
ously, Les' Kahn, in his Mercury 40H-
powered Raveau, moved into an early
lead in the first lap and was never
headed. However, Kahn twice ran into
difficulties-—once, on the fourth lap,
with more than a 300 yard margin over
Nolly Simpson in a Mere-powered
Champion hull, Kahn's boat, “Navy
Flyer,” began to falter. The high wind-
ing motor slowed down and started to
miss.

Kohn dejectedly thought for the first
time in his six-marathon career that
He wags destined net to finish. Then
suddenly he realized that in his anxiety
to nurse out a few added rpm he had
crouched to the rear of his hull and was
stamping on his fuel line, pinching off
the source of fuel. Simpson had closed
to within a matter of a few yards be-
fore Kahn again had his rig running at
full throttle.

Again in the sixth lap Kahn's engine
faltered and nearly died when the re-
mote throttle control howdoin ecable
snapped, For the remainder of the dis-
tance, Kahn was forced into an awk-
ward riding position as he handled his
throttle control manually at the motor,
A eombination of a 3" section of stiff
bewdoin wire cable still clamped firmly
in the motor's throttle mount and the
partially subsided but still plenty rough
water made his last eighteen miles pain-
ful ones since the jagged bowdoin cable
pierced his palm repeatedly. When he
finished the event, he looked as though
he was holding a raw and bleeding
hamburger in his left hand, CU ecom-
petition record holder and retired racer
turned motor inspector, Horace Nixon,
Norfollk administered first aid to Kahn
and other drivers suffering from minor
cuts and abrasions after their jolting
experience (End)

Breaking the Bottlenecks of Boating

(Continued from Puage 20)

was the promotion of boat launching
faeilities in the area. The lack of
launching sites within city limits made
it necessary for club members to trailer
their boats some 25 miles to Stillwater,
Minn., or to Hudson, Wis., to put into
the river for their weekly summer
cruises.

Armed with booklets and a film ‘on
launching ramp construction obtained

-~

-

from the Outboard Boating Club of |

America, members contacted city coun-
cils, county eommissions and park of-
ficials of Minneapolis and St. Paul.
None of these agencies, however, had
funds which could be allocated for
such projects.
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It was then suggested Lhat the club

.« contact Gwal Defense authorities and

,

~rz

.,

—

I‘I‘

able a

offer its services as an emergency task
fore, _

If bridges linking the cities aeross
the Mississippi were destroyed, the
~hannels would be completely blocked
“and nayigation cut off. In such an event,

it was pointed out, the only means of .
river transportation would be portable

boats which could be mowved up and
down the opposite shores on small-boat
trailers.

As a result of these efforts, the 10,-
000 Lakes organization now has avail-
concrefe-and-steel launching
ramp, 35 feet wide and 80 feet long te
the lowest water miark, en the Mis-
sissippi. Moreover, plans are in the
works for constructing a yacht harbor
in econnection with the ramp which will
accommaodate 100 boats from 60 feet in
length down to outboard runabout size.
Also contemplated in the launching
ramp area, located on Harriet Island,
are atheletic fields, swimming pools and
trailer and automobile parking facili-
Lies.

The moral could be summed up: If
you have a boating bottleneck in your
area, organize a boating club. From
the Outboard Boating Club of America
(307 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago
1), you can get a free booklet on how
to go about it; the booklet is complete
with such items as idea§ on how to get
started, samples of constitutions and
by-laws—even samples of promotional
letters designed to get other boaters
interested in the club idea.

Also from OBC you can obtain book-

Jets giving details on ramps, decks and

boat houses, The latest in the series
concerns outboard marinas, sample il-
lustrations of which are shown else-
where in this issue. For meetings with
eity councils and other agencies, OBC
has a sound-color motion picture for
loan.

In Chicago it was at the suggestion
(with perhaps some pressure) of boat-
ing clubs that the Park District has
set up three launching ramps giving
outboarders access to Lake Michigan.

In Arkansas, planning, cooperation
and hard work by members of the
Greater Little Rock Boat Club have
resulted in the construction of faeilities
that include a concrete launching ramp,
floating docks and a playground for the
small fry.

In Tacoma, Wash., the Tacoma
Metropolitan Park District has built
a reinforeced concrete ramp for the use
of Puget Sound boaters.

At a total cost of '$1.900 for labor
and material, the city of St. Joseph,
Mich., built a launching ramp and yacht
basin to serve poaters of that area. The
faeilities have become so popular that

another similar development is planned

for the mear future.

In the heart of California's ‘‘desert
empire,” members of the Pasadena
Outboard Club and ofhers have the use
of a launching ramp on the Salton Sea.

In Florida, the Leesburg Outboard
Club’s facilities were built and paid
for by club members.

BOAT SPORT
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Plans ° Putterns ® Instructions

EASY to use ® Best for YOU

E. G. McCREA & (0.

® RACING

® SPORT
® UTILITY

Send 25c coin today for
deseriptive booklet.
NORTH HATLEY, QUE.
CANADA
Dept. BS

Jehnson Oakland,
for P.O. Johnsons with bad hubs—$%$15.00 each—rebuilt and
10 exchanged. Surplus Mercury piston rings, 4 for $1.00

JOE GROSSMANN

MERCURY 25 STACK - $32.50
~ MERCURY 10 STACK - $15.00

Fuo Ruul‘:_:.g Ouithourd Classes -

St and Propellers. FLYWHEELS

1136 N. Third St, 5t. Louis 2, Mo.

When you are a member of a elub,
you will also usually find yourself to
be welecome to use the faeilities of other
clubs—even the facilities of commercial
enterprises—on excursions away from
home port. I know of one yacht basin
operator who charges individual out-
boarders $3 per launching for the use
of his ramp. When a visiting club uses
the ramp, he charges 50 cents per boat.
You ean buy a considerable amount of
cold soda pop for the $2.50 saved on
each launching. Where several clubs
in an area have their own facilities,
reciprocal arrangements are often
worked out on this basis: If we are
welcome at your place, you are wel-
come- at ours.

The outbbard marina idea is begin-
ning to catch on around the waterways

-a marina being an installation where
not only launching ramps are avail-
able, but also wet and ‘dry storage,
lockers, eating facilities and repair,
service and sales.

A Chicago dealer this Summer began
experimenting with what might be
called a dry-land version of the marina.
He obtained the use of several thousand
square feet of warehouse space a few
minutes drive from one of the Park
Digtrict launching ramps on Lake
Michigan ‘and made this available to
the boating public on a fee basis. For
apartment-dwelling boaters, who have
no cenvenient way of storing their
boats at home, and suburbanites who
would rather not faee ecity traffic to
get to the lake, the dealer stores boats
{on owners' trailers) when not in use,
services them and keeps them ready
for ecall at-any time.

Boat trailers; auto-top - carriers,
launching ramps;, boating club activi-
ties, marinas—all these devices are
breaking the bottlenecks of boating...
wherever roads lead to water. (End)

BUILDING A BOAT? 772

Write today enclosing
only 35¢ for the biggest
most complete marine
equipment catalog full
of useful information
mmplete w:th pictures.
This is not just a deck
hardware catalog, but a
complete builders equip-
ment and hardware cata-
log for outboard or in-
board pleasure or racing
boats. This is the ONLY
catalog of its kind pub-
lished.

|.LE. DEBBOLD’S MARINE SUPPLY CO.
10346 Long Beoch Blvd:, Llynwood 4, California

MARIN |
HARDWA |

‘ﬂ:" l'r

603 Lancaster St.

NEW SUPER 0J’s

Series |l for
Mark 20-H Runabout & Hydro

SUPER 0J’s series 1

A—B—D-—Stock Runabout & Hydro

REGULAR 0J’s

Racing C and
Service C. Runabout & Hydro
F Runabout & Hydre
Stock A & B Runabout & Hydro
Stock D Hydro & Runabout
Martin 200 Stock BU & Hydro
Champion BU & BH
Mercury Mark 20 Regular
25 Evinrude & Johnson, Regular
ski props for KG-9 & KG-9H, Q.S.
ki props for KG7-H and Mark 20-HQS
GREATER SPEED — ACCELERATION

Reconditioning Service — All Makes
See Your Dealer
JOHNSON PROPELLER CO.

KE 3-4110
Oakiond 1, Calif
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Build AIRBORNE
6" B Runabomt

« Proven Trophy Winner

» Giant Plans

» Full Size Ribs

= Step-by-Step Photographs
* Detailed Scale Drawings

+ Complete Instructions

http: //boatsport.org

Build this new prize-winning B Runabeut yourself from
accurate, tested plans. You won't find o befter all-
around competition boat. Il give you complete scale
drawings, 10 construction photos plus step-by-step
sketches, full size rib plans, a full bill of materials,
tharough building instructions plus finished action pic-
tures. She meets 1955 A.P.B.A, specs. You'll also get
a scale and details for converting Airborne 1o a 13
&' D Runabout. All for only $8.00 postpaid. For
further information write fo:  pAy KELLY

98 Anderson Ave.
Bergenfield, N.J.
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Are You Interested In . A

MODEL BOAT ENGINES?

Write for
The latest developments in

INBOARD, OUTBOARD and
MARINE ENGINES
SCALE MODEL BOATS

For PLEASURE or TESTING
PURPOSES

5732 Duarte

K & B Allyn Company
Street

Los Angeles 58, Cdlifornia

The Underwater
World

| Continned from Page 18)

different types, and, for the rubber guns,
additional rubber bands, I would recom-
niend’ 10 spears, 15 head points, and 50
feet of nylon rope for each gun.

Let us say that you are cruising in
the Caribbean, and you have estab-
lished your routes. On almost every
route there are coral reefs which you
have always carefully avoided. But now
these reefs are your destination for a

Buikd it Yourself at
'3 the cost with our

FW I
B\II||‘ A Bs
50" naval
Cruisers,
Qitboard  Boats, :
Marine H rdwa
“"How Build

Skilis,
Boats, S0c.
qger, befler 1FhS
Palvweg Houseboal PI;'ms, S2:

CLEYELAND BOAT BLUEPRINT CO,
Pept, BS 9400 S‘f_e:nwav

BOAT PATTEHNS

Cleyaland 4, Ohio

day or several days of fascinating
skin diving. You have the great ad-
vantage of peing able to go to places
where few people ean, and the fish will
be plentiful. Locate on your map the
reef which you wish to explore, and in
congideration of the wind and tides, de-
cide where vou will anchor. It is ad-
visable to take a small boat and simple
diving equipment, and explore the reef
lo see if the water is clear, the coral
interesting, and if there is an interest-

V-8 FORD CONVERSION KITS

ing supply of fish; then establish your
definite lecation, and ready vour diving

Write for Free Catalog showing all parts
needed o convert V-8 Ford or Mercury
engines to marine use. Send 35¢ foday for
big mew 1955 Marine Catalog full of
illustrations and information.
ILE. DEBBOLD MARINE SUPPLY CO.
10366 Long Beach Blvd.
Lynwood 4, California

VAN PELT uycroplane

Fastest on the water
Clyde Davie with 1954 N.O.A.
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
TROPHIES

Send 25!.; for Photos and escrip!ion
Address Art Van Pelt

Van Pelt Boat Co., Spring Lake 1, Mich.
34

gear,

The sport of spear fishing is based on
the natural curiosity of the fish. Every-
one has noliced that when a pebble is
dropped into a pond or an aquarium, the
fish will come to see what has hap-
pened. Fish are frightened by a lot of
splashing, se when you are swimming,
you should move regularly and quietly,
with your feet kicking just below the
surface of the water. When you see an
interesting fish to catch, dive—and do
not kick until your feet are completely
underwater. Dive to the level of the fish
and swim towards him: With practice.
you will be ‘able to stay under water
and wait for the fish to come to you,
which they will invariably do if they
have not been frightened, When you are

within ten feet of the fish, aim and
shoot.
Everyone has heard extraordinary

stories: about bharracudas. sharks, and
other underwater dangers. IL is defi-
nitely ascertained; and I agree from my

‘own experience, that barracudas arve

not dangerous and will not attack you.

One must be cautous with shavks. If
you see sharks, which is not uncommon
in the Caribbean area, you will notice
that they usually keep their distance
and have no desire to annoy you, If one -
should appear too curipus and come LoJ
close, make an aggressive movement
towards him, and the shark will re-
treat—they are really cowards. If a
shark is pepsistent and returns, take
a shot at him and forsake your gun, if
necessary. Under any eircumstances.
do not panie and swim madly towards
the boat. It is preferable, if not indis-
pensable, to keep the small beat near
you all the time, and to always hayve a
companion in the water with: vou when
skin diving:,

Be careful of the coral. If you do not
know the types of coral, it is better not
Lo touch any. Some coral is razor-sharp
and certain varieties can inflict a pain-
ful burn

A word of caution concerning spear
guns, which cannot be over-emphasized:
never charge a spear gun befoie enfer-
ing the water, and never leave a loaded
spear gun—even with a' safety cateh

lying in the boat. All skin diving and
spear fishing eéquipment should be
rinsed in fresh water after use, to keep
it in good condition. To keep the mask
from fogging when you are wearing it,
the simplest method is to clean the
glass with spit—yes—and then rinse
with sall water, Do not leave masks-and
fins lying around on deck in the sun,
for the heat can affect the rubber after
much exposure. There are several booke %
written about spear fishing, which giw
detailed instructions and advige, that
would be interesting additions te your
nautical library.

Not the least of the pledsure of skin
diving and spear fishing, is to be able
to have the most delicious fish, straight
from the ocean to the frying pan—and
fish of your ewn choosing! One time.
while emising in the Caribbean, our
finances were in very poor egircum-
stanees, quite insufficient for five robust
adventurers. It was only spear fishing
that kept us in food supply: fish to eat.
and fish to trade for potatoes to eat with
fish.

I am sure that you will eertainly
double the pledsure of your cruise, if
you take advantage of the possibility
you now have to explore this faseinat-
ing underwater world and join the grow-
ing number of skin diving enthusiasts.

(End)

COVER STORY

THE BEAUTIFUL color photograph used
on our cover this menth was taken by
Ardean Miller IIT, and is reproduced
through the courtesy of Hvinrude Mo-
tors. The location is in the Grand Teton
National Park in Northwestern Wyom-
ing, which was ereated in 1929 and con-
tains 94,803 acres: Snow-capped Mt"
Teewinot is in the background. Nearbis'
Lake Jenny is famed for its trout fish-
ing. Wyoming, neted for the grandeu
of its scenery, is also the location of the
famous Jackson Hole area. The boat is
an Evinrude-powered Lyman,
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ALL 8 ISSUES OF BOAT SPORT
IN 1956 WILL BE RESERVED
IN YOUR NAME IF YOU
SEND US THE COUPON BELOW!

THE
DECEMBER
1955 ISSUE

EXTRA

WITHOUT
ADDITIONAL
COST

Many' of our readers have written us that they ‘have missed an issue of BOAT SPORT
because their newsdealer was "already sold out." We regret that this condition will prevail,
but because of the terrific expenie involved, it is almost impossible for us to see that every
newsdealer in the country is supplied with copies at all times. In order o avoid this diffi-
culty, we urge you to place & subscription with your newsdealer NOW for 1956 — and,
we will add the EXTRA December 1955 issue without charge. Tell your dealer to place
your subscription order with his local American News branch. Or, if you prefer, use the
coupon below, In this way you will be assured of receiving a fresh, clean, on-time copy
of each issue hot off the press.

(Notice to club secretaries: Wiite Stan Dickey, BOAT SPORT, 215 Fourth Avenue, New
York 3, N. Y., for special bulk club subscription rates.|

BOAT SPORT
Dept. BS955,
215 Fourth Ave, New York 3, N. Y.

Herewith $2.00 (or $2.25 for Canada and foreign) for all 1956 issues plus ‘the
December 1955 issue; Please send to: '

ADDRESS

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
NAME :
|
|
|
CITY ZONE STATE |

|
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