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AROUND THE BUOYS

NEARLY 250 outhoard drivers,

w APBA. officials and other boating

% fans altended the Outboard Club of

‘LChi_caga‘s third annual Indoor Regatta

neld in the Boulevard Room of Chi-

cago's Sheraton Hotel to honor out-
standing drivers of Region T.

Those singled out for the O.C€. of C's
exclusive regional Hall of Fame ave:
William L. Tenney, Dayton, Ohio, 1954
National B and C Hydro Champion and
€ Racing Runabout Champion; Michael
Helm, Theinsville, Wise., 1954 National
JU Champion; and Hap Owens, Bed-
ford, Ind.. 1954 Naticnal F Champion
and winner of the John Ward Memorial
Trophy.

Special awards were given-to eleven
other drivers for their outstanding
achievements last season. The dvivers
honored were Homer Kineaid, Carbon
Cliff, T1L.; Gerald Waldman, Milwaulkee,
Wise.; James Jost, River Grove, Ill.;
Ted Mobherg, West Allis, Wisc.; Gerald
Miller, Lawrenceville, Tll.; Bobby Scott,
Wheeling, Illinois; Dick VanDePlasch,
Milwaukee, Wisc.; Lawrence Freeman,
Milwaukee, Wise.; Frank Kossow, Ot-
tawa, Ill.; and Howard Lindmark.
Rockford, I

& &= ok

At the Fourth International Boat
Racing Regatta held this year at Tgnala
and Acapuleo in the Mexican province
of Guerrero on consecutive weekends
in late February, Johnny Craven of
& ‘Pasadena. Calif., won six heat first

places, one second and a third to tally
the greatest number of points of any
Of the thirty-two contestants. Johnny

Jehnny Craven receives frophy for being high
point American driver in the Mexican regatta.

not only won a beaufiful sterling silver
bowl for his efforts but in winning tha
AU and BU races at both locations he
accounted for four U.S.A. victories,
fifty percent of' those scored by the
ten-driver team, to make himself a
mighty important factor in the eight-
to=six U.8.A. team victory.

* # o

ra The Kiekhaefer Corp will soon intro-

! :'a' , duce a new Mercury 30 cubic inch four- |

cylinder-in-line motor with a Quick-
silver as an optional alternate unit.
Specs have already been approved by
A PB.A, and the first of the new stock
(Continued on Page 23)
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HOW TO JUMP AN

YOU AND YOUR BOAT CAN ENGAGE
IN AIR-BORNE ACROBATICS

By Hank Wieand Bowman

EVERY WINTER a small group of highly
sKilled 'outhoard drivers, under the di-
vection of Malcolm Pope. thrill thou-
sands of spectators-at beautiful Cypress
Gardens, Florida, with their wild hurdle
jumping. dry-land vaulting and preci-
sion acrobatics in outhoard powered
rnabouts. The stunts performed are
breathtaking to watch, provide camera-
men with dramatic action pictures and
thrill countless numbers of winter sun
worshipers, Others have cheered the
performance of Tommy Bartlett's out-
boavd hell drivers who tour the country
with an equally exciting outboard thrill
show.

BOAT SPORT, in covering dozens of
regattas from coast to coast during the
course of any given season, has noted,
as have most boating fans, the ocea-
sional awkward lulls in racing pro-
grams when rescue boats are busily
towing in a hapless driver who suffered
an upset or when a buoy has been torn
out of position and must be replaced
before the racing heats can be ve-
sumed. Searcely a regatta is conducted
without one of these unscheduled
pauses. And frequently during these
dull Tulls newecomers to the sport who
have not as yet become avid fans resent
the delay and leave the event. Any
sports program suffers when the scene

4

is sel and no actors move into view te
pick up their cues,

How difficult would it be to set up
a shortened version of a Cypress Gar-
dens thrill show or present a ten or
fifteen-minute interlude of spectacular
stunt driving? To get the answer, BOAT
SPORT interviewed some of Maleolm
Pope's thrill drivers who regularly en-
gage in outboard stunt driving and also
talked to the mechanics and the main-
tenance crew who set up and take care
of the equipment. It is the general
coneensus of these men that with a
minimum of practice and modest prep-
aration any outbearding fan can set up
a stunt boat and present a demonstra-
tion that will not only entertain but

truly excite an aundience at any type of

waler sports event.

The following tips and suggestions
are hased on these veterans' experience
in boat jumping. They immediately
warn anyene planning to work up a
thrill aet to prepare his equipment well
and follow out a few, but Very impor-
tant, instructions,

The first question we asked was what

type of hoat should be used and what
special bracing; alterations and modifi-.

cations must be performed before it is
in suitable condition. The answer was
that” any sturdily constructed 1014’ to
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Photo taken ot Cypress Gardans,
Fla., shows poor form. Jumper
should have his calves braced
. ~dgainst sides of the cockpit.
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12" runabout of the type that might g%gg
seen at a regatta for stodk 5

i)

running in Class BU would be suitable.

At Cypress Gardens in 1955, Speed-

liners, made by the General Marine
Co., were the choice because of the ok
ruggedness and ability to stand the
pounding of rough water, aé‘iiﬁhem- by |
their performance in many | thoard 1

marathon races. However, nol boat is
ready to be jumped in purely @skpt__:lg
condition. There are a minimum num-
ber of chinges that must be made if
the eguipment is to be successfully —  f
used. = /
Starting with the boat's bottom, the: !
fin (if the boat you select is so equip-
ped) should be removed since it would - !
be quickly torn off or driven up through
the bottom planking the monient yeu
hit your first ramp or tried vour first :
dry land beating. Two false keels (or L i
bottom rubbing stvips) of oak 17 wide I
by 1'2" deep and 7' to 714" in length
are secured with glue and screws to
the bottem: The exact loeation of these
false keels or runners will be depend-  —
ent upon the location of your fore and e
aft battens since they should be screw-
ed through' to the batens for greatest
strength, The exact length of these
strips. will depend upon the forward
(Continwed on Page 6)
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Speedliner hulls are used in jumping at Cypress
Gardens, Note how fuel tank is lashed forward
of wheel, and profective siding along cockpit.

(Below) Since motor kicks up going over
ramp, after-deck cooming is padded with
34 strengthener, in case te-downs snap.

(Left) Mo fin is wvsed, as it would be ftorn
off in jumps. Qak keels, 14/ deep, put on
bottom for protection, also reduce sliding. o

o =

(Below) The’.nmgrér\ transom brocket is %é!@!gd fo:
the transom. Two fypes of fie-downs are wsed.

it
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(Left) Addsd strengtheners are bolted to
‘the transom on either side of the motor
clamp bolts. Note knee and ankle pods.
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HOW TO JUMP

AN OUTBOARD

Look, Mom, no knees! Here is a branc
rider “pulling lever” for dear life.

(Below) Too much weight ot the stern causes
boat ta land this woy—ond maybe bock-flip.

T
e

Dty land barriers
who hurdle sand bars in waoter “steeplechase.”

dan’t deter stunt drivers,

(Continued from Page 4)
contouring of the bottom of vour boat.
The ideal location is to place these run-
ners so that they, not the V of the
keel line, take the shock when you hit
the take-off ramp. If the bottom of the
hull you seleet is excessively V-ed for-
ward, you may find it necessary to use
greater depth for your rub stripping.

fairing it down as it moves aft. Note,

in the photograph of the boat bottom.
how the leading edges and the trailing
edges of the rub strips are bevelled.
These false keels serve not only as pro-
tective runners for the bottem of your

boat and add slightly to the boat's fore -

and aft stiffness but also. in the absence
of any fin, the runners offer a lessened
tendency for excessive sliding while
turning and betler straightaway sta-
bility.

The transom should be your next’
congern. Notice how heavy oak
strengthening blocks have been added
to either side of the motor mounts.
both on the forward and aft side of
the transem. Note, too. that these
strength members have been bolted
solidly into pesition, not screwed. These
blocks serve mot only to ‘give added

When three boats hit a take-off spol together
staged,

a thrilling cir-borne hboat ballet s

BOAT SPORT
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Up a ramp, over o rail fence; and then acress
land back to the course is routine fo jumpers.

strength but also, because of theiv posi-
tion, lend lateral support to the motor
bracket so that it cannot be dislodged
from side to side.

An inspection of the cockpit coaming
will show the heavy % “ plywood pads.
which extend from the transom for-
ward several feet. These pads will pre-
vent damage to the cockpit coaming in
the event your tie-down ropes break
during a hurdle and the motor kicks up
excessively, driving the steering bars
forward into the coaming. Also should
a jump be taken inaccurately with the
motor cocked, when it kicks up, even
a normal tilt to the motor could drive

" the inbeard steering cable bracket into
the coaming.

You do mot use any safety chain or
lines to secure the swivel bracket in
the event of thumb screw breakage or

_ loosening. Instead, as you will see if
you loak again at the rear view of the
transom, the swivel bracket is tightly
bolted to the boat, These bolts extend
through into the cockpit side of the
transom. Since you must assume that
in stunt work on cccasions the perfect
landing will not be made, a consider-
able strain may be placed on the fore

Good practice for the newcomer to jumping is
to get the feel of hitting wakes at top speed.

S s T
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Athwariships balance is jush as i
and aft.

and aft strength members of the beat.
Should your hull not be equipped with
vertical fore and aft strength members
as stiffeners or strong-backs, it is high-
ly recommended that these be serewed
to the frames to box in the coeckpil.
These stringers will not only add
strength but -also prevent any possi-
bility of your getting a knee or a leg
wedged under the cockpit framing at
an awkward time.

The remote fuel tank should be se-
cured in position forward of the steer-
ing’ wheel with bongee aircraft shock
cord or permanent brackets, This fuel
location will leave the cockpit un-
obstructed. The Cypress Gardens boats
are provided with a notch cut into the
dashboard to the left of the wheel so
that the remote tank can be fueled
without' necessitating its removal. A
simpler and more convenient deck
hateh would be an improvement on this
set-up.

The steering wheel and the remote
spring loaded throttie will take much
of the strain at the end of a jump. If
you are planning to use the center
deck dash already installed in your
hull, you better beef this up by adding

Outboard boat iumperg _are
in a shower of spray when thay

ortant as fore
Ao recovery from this position.

G
L

There is

a %" plywood stiffener to the entive
piece. Smce the ‘dash bracing of your
hull was plob‘ﬁ‘my not designed for the
rpgged activity’ you are now contem-
plating, this too should be considerably
strengthened. The throttle location
should be given added support with a
substantial h,ackmg piece of wood glued
and serewed to t.he inner surface of the
cockpit coaming. Balt—don't screw—
both the steeripg wheel and the throttle
so that you don't have to worry about
the possibility of either one breaking
free. :

As you have almad\ noted in in-
specting various steering wheel instal-
lations, some cable drums are so de-
signed that they dre located behind the
dashboard and out of mght This is an
excellent 1d(5a. for the pleasure run-
about which will not receive unduly
rough treatment and will not be called
upon to perfoum vmiia unfaltering
steering precision. ‘The e*{posed drum
type, as shown in these pictures, is
preferable for your pﬁigﬂse since you
may assure yourself at a glance that
the steering line is snaﬁ‘ free in the
sheaves and on the drum, As concerns

( Continted mﬁ‘*fﬂﬂp 20)
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Setting off *for a hoppy dey on the water. Fishing gsar and lunch
are loaded aboard, There’s fun for every member of the family here.

Thirteen-year-old Jackie Duff of Miami, Fla, shown in. the 105 kit
pram he built himself, He goes bock and forth to schaal in his boot.

-

(Below) The call of “Chow down!” is answered eagerly by all hands: “Z&

Quthoard cruisers offer plenty of room for a large family outing.

(Below) Several outboard craft similar to this Water Skipper are
appearing on the boating scene. Photo foken ot MNossau, Bahamas.

| http: //boatsport.org §

FAMILY
“FUN
AFLOAT

By Richard Van Benschoten
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THE OUTBOARD MOTOR has made pos-
sible a variety of family recreational
activities: on the water. BEverything,
from just plain boeating for the fun of
being out there on the lake or river to
extended vacation trips aboard an oit-
board eruiser or houseboat, is within
the realm of outboarding. Hunting,
fishing and family touring combined
with boating and trailering are open
to everyone. Water sports are engaged
in by every member of the family with
the help of ocutboard boats and motors
—waler skiing, aguaplaning, skin div-
ing and such new developments as the
Water Skipper, shown in photograph
at left. And the thing about it is that
each member of the family maintains
that he or she gets the most enjoyment
out of outboarding. What could be a
better way for participants in a group
activity to feel?

Outboard houseboats are becomirg
very popular, with several manufactur-

-ing firms offering models to the boating:
family. At the Chicago National Boat

Show early this year it was an out-
board houseboat that proved to be one
of the biggest drawing cards for the
thousands who saw the exhibits each
day. The comfort and space offered by
boats of this type surpass anything
{Continued on Puye 29)
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(Above) The entire family can enjoy all the thrills and ramance of boating
without straining the budget, thonks te the modern outhoard boat and motor.

(Below) Outhoard houseboating is becoming increasingly popular. Here is @
20" Flotel of Gennett & Sons; Inc., designed for comfort instead of speed.
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In closed course competition, the newcomer will learn in a hurry to
get the feel of rough water and spray in his face, but he shouldnt
be over-eager to be first into the corner until he gains experience.
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GET
YOUR

NEW BOAT
READY
FOR RACING

BY BLAKE GILPIN o

G
i

EVERY OUTBOARD. racing veteran,
whether his forte is stock motor racing
or alcohol burners, has 101 pet theories
of how to nurse a few added rpm oul
of his equipment. Some of these drivers
are quite willing to pass along advice
to the newcomer to the sport. Others
act likke the proverbial clam and work
onn the theory that they learned it the
hard way, so let the next fellow make
the same mistakes.

There are ever conflicting theories
on the best approach in getting one's
initial baptism in competition: drive
to win; drive to finish; stroke at the
end of the pack; get on the course and
then kill your motor on a turn and
watch the others at close hand; try
closed course first; get your experience
in marathons and then try heat racing.
These are a few of the standard ideas
for the new driver.

We have seen newcomers who have
spent months or even years haunting
races, saving up enpough to get a pi’eee‘-f’
of basic equipment to get into the game
and then ruin this hard coeme-by equip-
ment in their first event through lack
of adequate preparation, or knowledge:
of what to do once they have the boat
and motor they had coveted so long.

BOAT SPORT
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Boat racing is quite unique in one
respect from most other contestant
sports, including more eclosely allied
automotive racing sporfs. If someone
decides to go into auto racing, he can
usually wangle a few rides with an old
hand in the game who can demonstrate
for him some of the finer points of
handling the equipment, Because of the
unigqueness of the outboard racing boat,
it is the rare piece of equipment that
will earry more than the driver alone.
Sure, the stoek runabout is equipped
with an open forward cockpit, but if
you take any well set up runabout and

add an extra passenger, ten to one you

will never get-the rig up on plane, or
it you do, cornering with two people

aboard presents a wholly different feel

than the same boat with only the
driver. A hydroplane set up properly

for competition frequently presents a

tough problem for even the driver to
‘et the rig planing. It was oenly two
ears ago that a big fuss was raised
when a hydro record through' the mile
traps was established with a boat so
finely set up that it had to be towed
by another boat before it could get
over the hump and start skimming the

‘surface.
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Jack Leek’s high-jacked rig is not for tyros. They should set

Marathon events may look easy but in the annual Winnebageland regatta it js a rare
thing when more than half of ‘the original starfers complete the enfire distance. A
beginner should get some closed course competition before attempting these events.

Frankly, I just den't know where
anyone else could ride in a single coek-
pit hydre for T have always had trouble
finding enough room for my own ex-
tremities in the cramped eockpit area.

Once your hoat is ready, the only
thing you can do is get in it by your-
self and hope you'll be lucky enough
to get the feel of tight-rope walking
on the water before you dump that
new rig. And above all put in hours
of riding to learn-as much as possible
about handling a piece of fast equip-
ment before you try it out in a race.

Now let's look to getting the equip-
ment ready, keeping in mind that a
properly set up boat will be much less
likely to dump you.

Assume for the moment that the
equipment of your choice has been a
B Stock Hydro, You know, from leok-

ing over the records; that over a five

miile distance the winner's speed will
probably not exceed an average of 48
mph. You'll note the one-mile straight-

" away mark is slightly in excess of 60

mph. Don't let this throw you. Don't
be disappointed in your own rig if you
can't cloek better than 53.

Let's look at this straightaway mark '

for just a moment because it may help

you in setting up your rig. Running
through a mile trap and seiling up
equipment for closed course icompeti-
tion are two totally different things.
In the one-mile run, to eliminate every
possible factor leading to drag, many
drivers even remove the fin from their
hull. Such removal may add as much
as a full mile an hour to their average
speed. But don't ever make the mis-
take of trying to corner a hydro with-
out a fin or you'll have the same sensa-
tion you might encounter riding an
aquaplane board when the towing boat
driver decides to give you the crack-
the-whip treatment.

Since, in most mile trialg, the: con-
testants have an opportunity to get
their boats up to speed over a half to
a mile straightaway distance before
they even reach the beginning of the
timed trap, acceleration is not essen-
tial. The entire emphasis in the imile
run is placed on ultimate top speed.
Motors are jacked as high and cocked
out as far as possible from the tran-
som. Usually a propeller of a totally
different configuration is used to per-
mit the'motor to wind at its efficient
highest, Both pitch and diameter of the

(Coutinwed o Pdge 25)
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(Above) Wally Albright in one of the first Cracker Boxes set one mile
fecord of 53.855 mph at Salton Sea in ‘47. Now they run over 70 mph.

Clyde Randall was one of the first Cracker Box driv;ais and did much to help develop the class which started out West.

AT THE RECENT annual meeting of the
American Inboard Association in Phil-
adelphia, Freddy Hahn, popular offi-
cial and former 135 driver, was elected
to the presidency of that organization,
Elected Vice President was Franz
Vintshger of Morristown, N, J., who
was previously lreasurer of the group.
Secretary chores will be handled by
Jack Fischer of Millville, N. J., and
Bill Ritner, Sr., of Merion, Pa., was
elected treasurer.

The A, 1. A. in its history has dene
much to boost the standards of inboard
racing  through  suggested rules
changes, before the days of the
A, PoB. A, rules ballots, and has al-
ways stumped for better officiating and

‘racing conditions.

With a wvery representative group
present at the meeting, there was con-
siderable discussion concerning the
improving of safety standards in in-
board racing. and several sound sug-
gestions were unanimously approved
by the membership. The A, I. A. has
recommended lo the several racing
Commissions of the A. P. B. A, that the
activities of the A. P, B. Al's Safety
Committee be increased in scope, with
a safety inspector being added to the

list of officials reguired in any sane-.

tioned race, with the inspector instruect-
eéd to report directly to the referee on
any boats which are not up to par in
such matters as steering controls,
throttles, fuel tanks and lines, ete, It
has been proven in the Gold Cup that

12

sueh safety precautions and inspections
are not only well accepted by the en-
tries, but also are much appreciated.
Having a ecapable man on the site to
give the “double-O" over the racing
equipment might well eliminate some
of the baling wire rigs which appear
from time to time to menace not only
the driver of the equipment himself,
but also the rest of the field,

Another point which received the full
treatment in discussion concerned the
procedure to follow in the event of an
aceident while a race was under way.
There were several opinions made sug-
gesting immediately stopping the event
and calling for a re-start, however it
was the opinion of several of the mem-
bers who do a considerable amount of
officiating that promiseuously calling
re-starts adds further possibilities to
the chances for accidents, with the
beat down to the first pin being repeat-
ed. After much careful thought, the
group approved the plan of stopping
the race in the event of an accident,
and if more than half of the laps had
been eompleted by the Iead boat, scor-
ing the field as of their position on the
last finished lap. If less than half the
race had been run by the lead boat, a
re-start would be called. The more we
think about this idea, the better we like
it, and it seems to us that the racing
membership of the A. P. B. A. would
do well to vote this procedure into the
rule book next year.

e = =

iy
o

There has been considerable worry
on the part of some of our professional
worriers about the so-called diminish-
ing numbers of inboard race boats on
the Hast Coast. From all reports this
department has been able to gel, it
looks very much as if there will be
more racing equipment in the East this
season than ever before, with the 225's,
135's 136's and both the 44's and 48's
getting new devotees. In addition, we
were most pleased to learn that in and
around Philadelphia, once the hot bed
of the A and B Inboard Racing Run-
abouts, some nine Cracker Box class
runabouts dre being readied for the
1955 racing season.

If our memory serves correctly, this
class was introduced back around 1947
by a group of Californians, and almost
all of the racing in this class has been
restricted to the West Coast since that
time, With a starting fleet of the boxes
appearing on the Hast Coast, the
chances for a bit of intersectional ri-
valry looms. Harking back to the days
when Bill Glazier in the Jim-Jam, Doc
Haurin in the Gooch, Tracy Johnson in
several assorted runabouts, along with
Lou Burke rewrote the racing run-
about record book several times a sea

son, it is conceivable that the resur*d'
gence of hot runabouts in the East may.

wrest some of the records away from
our West Coast friends in the Cracker
Box class before too lon_g.

+ &= #
(Continued on Page 21)
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Four of ten B Modified Stock Hydros.
Pete Morton leads; Clyde Davie (Vi)
was the ultimate winner of the fitle.

By Henry Hotchkiss =

NATIONAL OUTBOARD  Association's
modified stock racing drivers in five
classes of runabouts and hydroplanes
trailered in from eleven different states
to Corpus Christi, Texas, for the three-
day N. O. A. Division IV long-postponed
1954 World Championships, reschedul-
ed for March 26, 27 and 28. The events
originally planned for Lake Shawnee,
Shawnee. Oklahoma, in early October

of last wyear had suffered a forced

cancellation due to exceptionally high
winds. Sunset Lake, a man-made oval
waterway just north of Mueces Bay
off Highway 181 on the outskirts of
Corpus Christi, was considered an ideal

location since in the past, with winds

P

as high as 30 mph, local events had
been conducted 'without any diffieulty.

On Saturday. March 26, over 350
boats lined the one-mile oval course.
Suddenly, with scant warning, winds
blowing steadily at 35 mph, with gusts

BOAT SPORT

reported as high as 58 and with near
freezing temperatures, whipped the
normally calm waters inte an icy froth.
Ironically, Sunset Lake, which was
thought to be the perfect protected all-
weather location, was acting up even
worse than Lake Shawnee. Marker
buoys were torn out of position and
washed ashore as the unprecedented
norther whistled down from Portland
Eluffs and drove the contestants into
shelter for the day.

Though all day Saturday it appeared
that the 1954 Modified Stock heats
were to go crownless for the seasen
already nearly three months completed,
officials decided on Sunday to go ahead
with the events, when aboult noon the
sereaming winds dropped off to a 10 te
12 mph tempo, though the tempera-
ture still hovered close to the freezing
point. The atmosphere was chilly but

(Continued on Paye 15)
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Heavy weother gear and blankets were

ded at “Frosthite” C} s g
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Earl Magill receives Class D Runabout trophy and a Spork plugs of Texas event were (L fo r.): Dennit
World Chomp’s plaque from Queen Madeleine Lee. Woalker, Ross Langham, Red Cox, “Steambgat’ Steels.

Fred Simmons set new B Runabout mile record Deanie Montgomery checks in his A Runabout
and got B Hydro 2nd oward from "Pop” Willis. for the weight inspection after winning title.

o
-

X Start of the Modified B Runabout events ot Corpus Christi, Tex., in wlﬁch‘
Herman Keith parleyed a first and secend place finish to take over the title.

BOAT SPORT
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Bob McGinty (right) won € Hydro event, set
3 records. Ralph Johnson made nice comeback.

Sole woman entrant, Pat Jordan, took one 2nd
but set new A Runobout straightaway record.

(Continued from Puye 13)

the estimated more-than-10,000 specta-
tors who lined the course were any-
thing but cold to the action, which was
presented with a clocklike precision,
and they saw eight championships de-
cided between noon and dusk and
twenty-six separate heals, including
ten gualifying events, which hrought
into action nearly 150 different racing
boats.

When the title-seeking action start-
ed, after the ten gualifying elimination
events had been run off, referee Pop
Willis decided that sinee the waters
were still choppy, he would call out
the more seaworthy D Runabouts to
start the championship decisions.

In the first heal, ten of the register-

W od thirteen monoplaners milled around

waiting for the clock to creep up to
the 60-second mark. Local rooters Kept
their eyves on Bob McGinty, defending
champion, from Corpus Christi, who
had won his title at Hot Springs,
Arkansas, in 1953. McGinty unfor-

BOAT SPORT

Chompianship inspector Allen Smith checks over
Bill Helland’s A Hydro rig. Bill won J Hydro.

C. B. Norton holds plaque and frophy for the
Division IV Class D Hydro World Championship.

tunately failed to complete a lap, but
fellow townsman Earl Magill covered
the five laps at a new record average
of 50,420 mph, ledding in Lonnie Kelly,
also of Corpus Christi, by a solid mar-
gin. The real balttle was for second and
third spots. A. C. Huff, another Corpus
Christie-ite (the city seems to breed
throttle squeezers), twrned in an as-
tonishing piece of competition driving
when he picked his way up from tenth
starting position to eighth at the end
of the first lap, moved into seventh at
the end of the second lap, and picked
off two more competitors, Dick Me-
Cullough and Bill St. Claire, to move
into: fourth spot in the third lap. He
was up inte third -a lap later, battled
how to bow with O. B, Ayler of Bay-
town, Texas, right down te the tape
and slithered in for a third spot by
inches at the finish. Ayler, who also
got off to a bad start in sixth spot,
moved up to fifth at the end of:two
laps, slid wide on the north turn, drop-
ped back to seventh again, then set-

John Jordan drove his modified Mercury KG-4
to A Hydro fitle on Blue Star eluminum hull.

S

Earl Griffin, Sr., crouches ot the helm of
the C Runabout that wan him the World title.

tled down to some real buoy eclimbing
action, which though he eked out only
a fourth spot and a meager $15 chunk
of the §$125-per-heal purse money
posted, labeled him as a driver to
watech during 1955.

Earl Magill took the second heat
and the title put really knew he was
in ‘a race during the second canto,
for Lonnie Kelly was breathing down
the back of his neck the entire dis-
tance, Not more than 4' separated the
bows of the two boats as they '‘got
the checkered fiag., A. C. Huff, one-
time holder of the one-mile D Run-
about Division IV’ straightaway recovd.
finished third in points by merging
a third and fourth place heat finish.

At the end of the second D Runabout
heat, the Sunset Lake Oval had ve-
turned to its customary placidness so
refevee Willis called ‘out the little J
Hydros. Bill Holland, who had copped
two Central Zone crowns at Hulah
Lake, Bartlesville, Oklahoma, in mid-

1Camtimeed, o Poage 28)
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One-man Boat Loader-Carrier is distributed by Montgomery Ward, The
operation of this unit is clearly shown Jn the two diagrams below.

The Romsey line of Agualand Skipper boat
trailers includes the Skipper Jr. model for
transporting outboard cruisers on the road.

PART I

TRAILER TACTICS
By Ed Spanke

OUTBOARD BOATING CLUB OF AMERICA

(Above) Showing the winch operation of the B. & C. Mfg. Co.'s Hill-
top, Jr. model for boats up to 14’ in length and weights of 450 Ibs.

VASCO NUNEZ DE BALBOA (a gentle-
man well known to veaders of the
previous articles in this BOAT SPORT
series) would have reguired something
more than the possession of boat trail-
ers to get his lleet from thHe Atlantic
to the Pacific in the year 1513. He
would have needed to exercise a small
amount of common, sense in the selec-
tion, use and maintenance of his nau-
tical rolling stocl.

And that applies to today's amphi-
bious boaters, who now buy some
100,000 boat frailers annually. The
boat trailer is a post-war developrient
which has made it possible for every-
body—even if he does not live near the
water—to be a sailor.

In choosing a trailer from among the
many varieties and models now on the
market, one of the first things wyou
must know is the approximate 210858
weight of the equipment you intend to
carry on the trailer. In other words,
you must make allowances for not only
the weight of the boat but also the
weight of the motor and such addi-
tional cargoe as luggage, camping
equipment, filled fuel tanks, fshing
gear, provisions and supplies. Hspe-
cially on' vacation jaunts, the trailed
boat becomes a general-purpose cargo
carrier. (Continned on Page 320

! BOAT SPORT
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Loosen Allenhead screw clamps to release high tension lines; then

Magneto of Mark 55 Marc is easily removed: toke off the cowling: disconnect plug leads and ground wire and the magnefo comes out.

disconnect air hose clamp; remoye four screws and magneto drops.

- P

Fi

(Below) C Service Evinrude spark fimer designed by Bud Wigst,

MAGNETO EXCHANGE PLAN

For & considerable number of years,
automobile owners have been able to
trade in damaged or worn automobile
componeénts such as distributors, gen-
erators, carburetors, ete. in exchange
for new parts. Outboard manufacturers
have been slow to adopt a similar plan,
It weuld appear that Mercury may be

four lobe cam type magneto is the most
easily removable magneto on the mar-
ket. The job may be accomplished by
the removal of four retaining screws,
the air hose: clamp, high tension wire
retaining elips and the high tension

BOAT SPORT

‘engine

wires from the spark plugs themselves.
ELECTRIC TACHOMETER

Westberg Mfg. Co., 144 South
Coombs St., Napa, California, has an-
nounced its néw Westach Marine
Tachometer, with specially rugged
moving parts to prevent vibration dam-
age at racing speeds. The sealed case

quite easily attached to any outboard
{a special model is available
for four eylinder Mercury engines), re-
quires so little electrical power that it
in' no way affects engine performance.
For more complete information, write

S

PM =

e
uNDREDS 3 B
- .

e
-

e

New Westach Marine Tachometer designed to stand
up under racing speed vibrations hos waterproof case.

directly to the Westbery Mfg. Co.

C SERVICE SPARK TIMER

Bud Wiget, 200 Wiget Lane, Concord,
California, helder of the AP.B.A. €
Service one mile and five mile speed
records, announces his own design C
Service BEvinrude spark timer. This
Wiget-designed factory duplicate bat-

tending in that direction, with its initial of the tachometer is waterproofed tery timer assembly with points lists

3 he0 P I
experiment in offering a magneto ex- against submersion. The electrically at $20.50. Wiget also handles C Service
i* change on its Mark 55, This redesigned operated instrument, which may be short drive-shaft housings (custom fit-

ted at no extra charge to your own
pivot bearing for specified stern
height) at $21, short drive-shafts at $86,
brass crankease top stiffeners, exhaust
stacks, carburetors and parts, fiywheel
(Coutivied o Page 30)
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(Right) What looks like a big, old family runabout is really Al Wyman’s
D runabout. As one can tell from the wind riffles, Al had quite a bit
of trouble on ssuth turn, (Photos on these pages by Carver—Swanson)

(Left) Tokes @ mighty small wake
to make a mighty big upset. The
driver’s name unknown. Action shot
taken at Oroville Regatia, Wash.

BOAT SPORT
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(Above) Class B Swift hydro powered by
Mercury Mark 20H tears into a turn in
blur of speed. Improved 16%2 horsepower
should set new' records in stock wtility
races this. year. Driver is not identified.

SPORT

John Jordan; a Freeport; Kan., farmer, drives a Blue
Star hydro. He won firsts in A and B stock hydro at Oshkash,
Wis., in his all-aluminum hull mede by Blue Star Mfg. Co. of
Miami, Okla. Other firsts were at Indianapolis & in Oklahoma.
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How To Jump An Outboard

(Continued from Page T)

steering, don't take any chances with
cheap cast iron hardware, Also use a
top quality nylon-covered, metal-cored
steering cable. A broken steering cahle

can be exceedingly embarrassing, par-

ticularly in mid-air. For appearance,
as well as for added strength, the
front cockpit should be decked over,
preferably with 1/16” or heavier ply-
wood rather than linen for the added
stiffening that will result.

Now for the motor and motor mount-
ing. A stock 16 hp motor will give
you the power and speed you will need.
The Mercury Mark 20, which is in this
dpproximate horsepower bracket, has
been selected by the professional jump-
ers because it answers several definite
requirements. Perhaps the most impbr-
tant is that the Mercury engine is

equipped with a drop-forged aluminum

clamp and swivel bracket which is by
far more durable than a die-cast type
bracket. The drivers interviewed r'e-
ported that they had never experienced
breakage of a drop-forged clamp and
swivel bracket, while, in tests, die-cast
backets frequently broke under the
severe pounding. Though standard pro-
pellers are used, they should bé of a
type ‘that incorporates a slip elutch

since this eliminates the possibility of .

& shearved pin. The Mercury 20 also
satisfies this prevequisite,

Though the motors used at Cypress
Gardens are operated with underwater
exhausts, noise, as the auto thrill show
operators who run their- cars in a
mufflerless or straight through exhaust
stack condition realize, gives an added
illusion of speed and excitement. Thus
if your local legislation permits it, it
is recommended that for stunt work
Open stacks: such as the type used in
modified stock racing should be added.

20

This is the only suggested modification
to your metor,

One final important item must be
taken care of. Tie down ropes must be
provided for your motor. Two types,
cne elastic, one inelastic, should be
used. These should be secured to the
transom on either side of the motor.
If you use eye bolts to secure the
motor bracket, these will be a handy
tie-down spot,

In ramp jumping the motor must he
free to till forward toward the «cockpit
and the skeg to cock backward until

_its tip is parallel with the bottom sup-

face of the boat. Tilting is necessary
since jumping ramps are not slotted, A
slotted ramp would eall for far too
great precision on the part of the
driver and would not be feasible on
anything but the very smoothest
water. The tilt-up action of the motor,
however, cannot be unrestrained or,
at the time of impact with the surface
af the ramp, the motor woeuld Lkick
entirely into the hull. Ideally, the motor
should spring back into its normal
position while the boat is still in mid-
air. The bhongee tie-down cord (%"
diameter elastic-cored, nylon-covered)
serves the purpose of snapping the
motor back inte position.

Ultimately during the jump, the Skeg
must be free to kick back to a point
parallel to the bottom of the boat and
to travel on upward above the planing
surface by several inches. However, in
hitting the ramp at relatively high
Speed, if the throttle control is not
precise; the lower unit will feceive con-
siderable impact—enough fo break an
inelastic type of tie-down rope, If a
chain were to be used, for instanee,
possible damage would result to the
drive-shaft housing. To offset this pos-

Just fifty. years ago, Cameron B. Water-

sibility and still to attdin the free
movement desired, the two sets of tie
downs are used. :

The bongee cord, which is elastic and
of & sherter length than the non-elastic
lines, absorbs much of the upward im-
pact of the drive-shaft housing and
snaps the motor back into position
when the boat clears the ramp. In or-
der to do this, the bongee cord should
be rigged with sufficient slack to per-
mit the lower unit to kick back to
within about 3" to 4” from being clear
of the boat's bottom, without stretch-
ing the cord. Its elasticity will allow
for the rest of the necessary kick up.
The second tie down line—the inelastic
one-—is made up of two separate
strands of nylon-covered, metal-cored
steering cable. The two separate
strands offer an added safety factor in
case one should snap. The inelastic line
should be long enough to permit the
lower unit to kick up and away from
the boat so that the skeg may be lifted
free of the planing surface of the
boeat's bottom by several inches, Rig the
longer inelastic lines first, then secure
the shorter bongee cord.

The next move should be to place the
fully rigged hull over a pipe or similar
round supporting ohjeet streteched
across the top of two saw horses. The
purpese of this is to determine the
boat's center of weight balance fore
and aft—or its fore and aft pivot point.
Ideally this should be at a loeation
about 18” behind the steering wheel
for this is where the driver's weight
will be. If the pivot point is too far
aft, a lead weight can be added for-
ward in the bhoat, or, preferably, the
added weight gan be gained by more
strength members. If the foecal ‘point
is too far forward, weight boards can
be serewed to the cockpit fore and aft
battens near the transom. Check this
balance with your fuel tank loaded

...THEN AND NOW...

40 h.p. MercElectric Mark 55 outboard

man took a 3 h.p. Curtiss aircocled motor
eycle enging; added o chain driven pra-
peller and o couple of clamps. and the
outboord motor was invented. Not only
was the outhoard motor invented and ac:
tually named “cuthoard motor”’, but alse
a new industry was born, bacause Water-
man, a member of the Yale crew who dis-
liked' rowing, decided to do something
about it

After several modifications which elimi-
nated the chain driven propeller, Water-
man began producing his. motor in Detroit
and by making the powerhead water-
cooled instaad of air-cooled convincad some
three thousand arm weary rowers that the
outhoard motor was: the simple selutien tfo
small craft prepulsion.

Looking ai the early Waterman, with
its stem winder and ftiller-handle mounted
gas tank, and comparing it wiih the 1955

motor, teday’s  most powerful prodiction
outboard motor, complete with 12 volt
starter and generator, it is not difficult to
see the tremendous sirides which have
been made in the fifty year old outhoard
industry. :

Cameron. B. Waterman, with his firsy
outhoard power plant literally opened the
door to waterborne pleasures for the ‘mil-
iions. of cuthoard enthusiasts who foday
find fun, thrills and relaxafion on water-
woys threughsut not only the United States
but all over the world.

The first ouiboard engine had a three
hp Curtiss air-cocled motorcycle engine
and ‘o choin drive to the propeller. Sav
eral 1913 Waterman Outboard Motsrs are
still aiving service in Minnesota, Alaska
and Canada. The owners write Mr. Wa.
terman  freguently about obtaining parts,

Two earlier attempts to produce an

BOAT SPORT
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since an empty tank will give you a
false pivot point.

Prior to trying to jump the boat.
it iz strongly urged that you spend a
few hours making yourself complete-
ly familiar with your boat's handling
characteristics: Practice small take-offs
over wakes created by another boat so
that you can: get used to the .sensation
of being airbornc and the feel of shift-
ing your body weight in the cockpit.

What about the actual jumping
ramp? An ordinary water ski jump
ean be used. If you are building your
own jump, I would suggest that the
platform be 4%’ or broader. The height
at the take-off edge should ideally be
about 4’ above the water. The angle
of the jumping ramp should be set as
closely as possible to 25°. It is impor-
tant that the jumping ramp on the
approach side be submerged to a mini-
mum depth of 18".

Your next concern will be with the
speed of your approach, A certain
amount of leeway is offered here but
the professionals’ advice is not to ex-
ceed 35 mph nor to attempt to jump
at less than 22 mph., Approximately
25-28 mph is suggested for your first
few tries. Since proper speed is im-
poertant, and speed on water is mis-
leading, make a few practice runs with
a water speedometer or running along
side of a boat equipped with a water
speedometer =0 that you may gauge
vour proper throttle opening. You may
find after taking a few jumps that you
can achieve better balance by increas-
ing or decreasing your speed a few
miles per hour until you hit on the
speed best suited to you and your
equipment. After a half dozen or so
jumps you should discover this, and
from that point on do your practicing
consistently at the same precise take-
off speed,

As you moyve up for your first jump.

Cameron B. Waterman died on April
19, 1855, This brief resume is offered
as a tribute to his pioneering work in
the outboard field,

outboard engine were made, hut naither
was successful. One wos a heavy eleciric
mator hung over the side of a boat, and
tha other, an overside steom engine with
a huge boiler, was equally useless.

Because of these two motors, Mr. Water-
man did not get his potent until December
6, 1907—it wos Number 851,389, The word
“outboard”” was coined and first used by
Mr. Waterman in 1905, thus making him
one of the Immortals of the boating world!

The: outboard waos improved in 1906,
with the use of a single cylindsr with the
flywheel enclosed in a crank case.

In 1907, this design was revamped, sub-
sfituting @ water-cooled cylinder for the
air-cooled cylinder, and odding o water
pump on the propeller shaft.

In 1914, the Waterman Outboard Perto
Modsl €14, 3 h.p., was equipped with a
magnelo, ond the following year with a
flywheel magneto. (Endl)
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remember that you'll need your right
hand firmly gripped on the steering
wheel so that you do not cock the
motor while it is in the air. It should
go without saying, of course, that you
will make your approach to the jump
in a straight line. Spread your legs to
either side of the cockpit, bracing
against the cockpit sides with sufficient
weight on your toe: so that you may
shift forward or backward to correct
your position onee you have cleared the
take-off. Relax. Tenseness  will slow
your reaction timing. Weight on your
toes will also serve to cushion you and
prevent you from being thrown off
balance when the initial slight impaet
occurs when the boat first hits the
ramp.

Asg the first impaet is made with the
ramp, fully release your throttle pres-
sure so that the motor does not scream
and wind up wildly as you move
through the air. Back off the throttle
completely at the time your bow makes
its first contact. The drag of the pro-
peller blades after suddenly cutting
the throttle, if your timing is correct,
will move the drive-shaft housing of
the engine back against the shock cord
and greatly reduce the impact load, as
the skeg will then merely drag over
the ramp rather than driving into it
under power. The moest important
secret in proper boal jumping is timing
this throttle release for that exact in-
stant’ when the bow first touches the
boards. If you wait too long to back
off, a far too heavy shock load results
which may damage even a well-
strengthened transom or a strongly
made motor unit and bracket.

In moving through the airv it is
equally vital, or perhaps even more so,
for you to maintain athwartships bal-
ance of your boat than fore and aft
balance, so that your boat doesn't dreo
off toward one or the other chine.

The ideal situation, of course, is for
the boat to hit the water perfectly flat.
However, since this will take practice,
at the start vou should shade any off
balance toward a stern-down attitude,
for if your beat hits the water with its
nese down, correction is nearly impos-
sible and a flip is likely to result. Just
at the moment of contact with the
water, squeeze your throttle again.
This will cause the driving thrust of
the propeller blades to snug the motor
firmly against the transom.

Practice will improve your technique.
Omnce you have attained a little confi-
dence, don't be afraid fto put on a
water demonstration for, unlike other
forms of showmanship, the boat jumper
has a great advantage. If the jumping
aet isn't perfected, the spectators won't
be bored—they'll be in for even a
greater thrill if you spill. (END)

Torque Talk
(Continwed from Page 12)
We think that the next time one of
our racing friends in either outboard,
stock outboard or inboard classes

* moans and wails about the high cost of

racing and the problems encountered
in getting parts and similar equipment,
we shall be tempted to give them short
shrift. A short while ago, we had the
great pleasure of spending some time
with the top outboard drivers and the
top inboard driver from South Africa.
Bill and Phyllis Makepeace from Port
Elizabeth, and M. E. “Bobby” Bothner
of Johannesburg were in New York,
and listening to some of the trials and
tribulations encountered in keeping
racing equipment running and getting
parts was most eye-opening, to say the
least. The Makepeaces, who together
held all of the national records in the
outboard division of the South African
Power Boat Association with their
Mercury powered Swift three-pointers,
told us about the chore of getting such
an item as a lower unit. From all we
were able to learn, it takes just a little
less than an act of Parliament to get
the necessary import papers, ete., pro-
cessed, plus the time, duty and all other
costs to get spare parts into the coun-
try. As if this weren't enough, treks
of five and six hundred miles each way
are necessary just to get to a boat race,
with the chances being wvery excellent
that the course may be somewhat en-
cumbered by crocodiles and assorted
hippos. Apparentiy the course on the
Zambesi River is one of the places
where you have to outsmart the croes
as well as the competition in getting
around the course. Bobby Bothner,
whose 266 is currently the fastest boat
in the country, also finds it a bit diffi
cult to keep his equipment in top shape
especially when the source of parts
for his fuel injection V-8 Merec is just
about half way around the world,

One point which caused us to look
in astonishment was the complete lack
of marine type plywood over there.
If anyone cam remain devoted to a

(See Over)

21



|http: //boatsport.org|

British Anzoni exhibited their outboord metors, including A ond B
racing models, together with o new three-point racing hydroplone.

The Orlandos, skating
performers from the
Bertram  Mills  Circus
next door to the show,
fake time out to. iry
a 32 mph Bray Kestral
runabout  on  exhibii.

The  Build-it-yourself
Boatyard, where three
small boats were under
continuous construction,
was o very popular
feature of the show,

Winston Churchill, the grandson of the then-Prime Minister, tries
out a runabout

Torque Talk

{Continued from Preceding Payge)

sport in the manner of our South
African friends under the conditions
which exist they really have the bug
bad. Bothner, who has served as Pres-
ident of the S. A. P. B. A stated
that eveén in spite of the ever-present
problems of procurement of suitable
hulls and motors, there is g steady
growth in the sport in both the out-
board and inboard divisions.
" # L 3

One of - the nicest things about this
time of the year is the rash of “Indoor
Regattas” held by outdoor racing clubs
throughout the country. These get-to-
gethers are a mess of fun, and the
growing number of local high-point
awards has added much to the over-all
enjoyment of the sport for all. We are
sorry that we were unable to attend
the fine affair put ‘'on by the Outboard
Club of Chicago, but business commit-
ments just didn’t allow time: however,
we were able to drop in on the Green-
wood Lake Racing Club's shindig as
well as party held by the Mid-Hud-
son Racing Club. Last one we were
able to look in on was the New Jersey
Outboard Association’s whing-ding
where a wealth of high-point trophies
were awarded to the club champions.
Joe Frins, Jr.. Brooklyn, N.Y., took A
Class henors while Al Harjes of Beech-
wood, N.J., received the B trophy.
George Andrews of Matawan, N.J,
won the € title and Paul Brady of Har-
risburg, Pa., took home the F award,
Lester Rose of St. Albans, N.Y., was
top man in the C Service Runabouts
and Tony Stoscio of North Bergen
took the C Modified silverware.

In the stock division, Jolin Wehrle
of Hackensack, N.J., was top scorer in
ASH and Hal Kelly of Bergenfield,
N.J., outscored the BSH field. Dickie
O'Dea of Paterson, N.J., current Na-
tional Champion in AU, was high
Scorer in his class, with Bill Jaeger,
Jr. of Tappan, N.Y., getting the BU
award. Jean Perkins Delbert of Mt.
Kisco, N.Y., was Ladies High Point
winner and Midgeteer Don Whitfield of
Verona, N.J., not only was Class M
winner but also over-all high-point
scorer to receive the beautiful Revere
Bowl awarded in memory of Professor

Samuel H. Lott, one of the founding -

fathers of the N.J.0.A. back in 1929,
Honored guests of the N.J.O.A. were
Mr. and Mrs. “Red” Peatross of Rich-
mond, Va. (Red is Senior Veep of the
APBA,), and Col. and Mrs, Clarence
B, “Ike” Lovejoy of Horse Neck Point,
N.J. (END)

The Next Issue of
BOAT SPORT
Will be on Sale

At Newsstands August 1st

BOAT SPORT
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Around The Buoys

(Continued from Page 3)

€ jobs may see action in the Needles,

The alcohol clan are already eyeing
the mew motor, which Is closely pat-
terned after the Mark 40H, as a poten-
tial rival of the Johnson PRs in modi-
fied-to-aleohol version.
® £ =

The Gold Cup Regatta, August T,
under the sponsorship of the Seatile
Yacht Club, holds more question marks
on the eventual winner than any Gold
Cup held to date, with a fleet of top
noteh rigs groomed for the event. As
many as nineteen possible entrants £ve
ready to compete although when the
five minute gun sounds, it is'much more
probable that about ten of the big
showboats will move out of the pits.
Both “‘Slo-Mos" will be in the line-up.
Other possibilities include: “Short Cir-
cuit'” to be driven by Chuck Thompson;
the Crawford-Gidovlenko entry power-
ed by a pair of Avia-Union engines;
the Thompson Rolls-Royce powered
Canadian entry. “Miss Supertest”; one
or both of Jack Schaeffer's "Such
Crusts'”; Ted Jones' “Rebel Suh!’;
“Miss United States"; Willard Rhodes’
“Miss Thriftway''; one or two of Joe
Schoenith's “Gales'; "Dora My
Sweetie’! and perhaps another ‘'My
Sweetie” sponsored by Horace Dodge;
Phil Murphy's ‘Breathless'; “Miss
Cadillac” (a new twin engined job)
with outside possibilities of “Scat” a
new "“Tempo’ and “Wha' Hoppen Toc”
making the field.

E 3 # £

F- l . @alif., 115-mile marathon, Oetober 2.

Paul Sawyer, who at one time or
another has won competition events
and/or held records irn nearly every
class of 'outboard hydro and inbeard
hydro, is working on an Allison-power-
ed Gold Cupper which will, in all prob-
ability, not see action until 1956. Paul
is' a methodical planner, a perfectionist,
who won’t put a rig info competition
until he's certain it is really ready to
20. When the Sawyer Gold Cupper
appears you can bet it will be ready
to win, and a ready rig with Paul at
the helm is better than an even money
shot for a front spo' finish.

£ * *

The Tidewater Motor Boat Racing
Association, sponsers of the Azalea
Festival Marathon held at Norfolk,
Virginia, on April 24, reintroduced
hydroplane competition into long dis-
tance stock outboard events. With the
hydros continuing to increase in popu-
larity, look fto some sayvy Sponsor to
promote an all-hydroplane stock out-
board marathon in the near future. The
ultimate switchover from runabouts to
hydros in stocks is following the pat-
tern set by the alkies two decades ago.

¥ * * .

The makers of Wynn's Friction

Proofing products will again honor out-

standing achievements of outboarding

mechanics when Lhey present their dia-
mond pin and $100 cash awards to the
(See Over)
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Gheamship on @ budlget-.. WILLION-DOLLAR FUN
= :

You've dreamed of the day! And now it's here. .. the
wonderful day when you can skipper your own eat-aboard,
sleep-aboard, /fze-aboard cruiser... swift, able, comfortable!
Cost-wise the news couldn’t be better! From inexpensive kit
hoat to ready-to-go cruiser you can buy in stages of construc-
tion to suit any budget. For power, one choice—it's the Elec-
tric Starting BIG TWIN, the motor that made outboard
cruising not only practical, but tops in family fun! And
now with quiet Whispering Power for 1955!

SEE YOUR EVINRUDE DEALER—look for his name under
Outhoard Motors in your phone book. FREE! Write for full:
color caraleg of the complete Evinrude line, and “How-o"
Book of Outboard Cruising—both free—send for them today.

EVINRUDE MOTORS, L&70 N. 27th St,, Milwaukee 16, Wis.

1N CANADA: Munufacturid by Evinrode Motor, Peeerhoroush

OUTBOARD MOTORS

Amenica’s Finest Racing Safety Tinottle
THE QUINCY VISU-MATIC ¥

Designed & Built by Racers for Racers

1. The first safety throttle with cast integral rack
2. Sofer mounting — two top mounting hales
3. Much easier to hock up — stays put

4. A better made, better performing throttle in every
respect af any price

QUINCY WELDING 5th & State Quincy, lllinois

Jim Coulbourn of Burlington,
N. J., driving a stock model
SID-CRAFT drove his BU out-
board to new, sizzling records
in Florida of 49.793 m.p.h. for
the mile straightoway 'and
46.512 m.p.h. for the five-mile
competition at Lakeland, Fla.
Join the record breakers by

ordering your SID-CRAFT now.

SID-CRAFTS driven by Ronald Zuback, Gens Hawthorne, and Bob Robbins placed 1sf, 2nd, and 3rd
in BU at the Winnebagoland Marathon, SID-CRAFTS were first in BU ot the Sheboygan, Michigan
marathon (driven by Jerry Van Ambers), and af the Thouvsand Islands Marathon (driven by Geng
Hawtharne).

J_[{;mc.k;i Zubock, driving o SID-CRAFT is high point winner in BU class, and Dickie O'Dea in SID-CRAFTS
is overall high point champion. ]

YOU TOOQ CAN GET IN THE WINNER'S CIRCLE WHEN YOU OWN A SID-CRAFTI

Mationals in De Pere, Wisc.

10~ ) MAIL ADDRESS: ROUTE 43, PLAYER AVE, U.S, 1, NIXON, N. J.
SID-CRAFT BOATS SHOP ADDRESS: U.5. 1, NEW BRUNSWICK, M. it
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top motor builders in N.0.A.'s Division
1, IIT and IV for 1955. The motor me-
chanic of the boat establishing a new
record in each of the three classes by
the greatest margin at the year-end
championships for each division takes
the honor. Strangely, last year each of
the three division Wynn Award win-
ners, Lynn Warren (Diyision I), Ft.
- Worth, Texas; Joe Michelini (Division
IIT), Chieago, Ill. and Bob MeGinty
(Division IV), Corpus Christi, Texas,
were drivers of the equipment they re-
fined. This led to a misunderstanding
that it was the driver not the me-
chanie who is honored by Wynn. Ac-
tually the honor seem. better placed
when reeceived by driver-mechanic than
by mechanic alone since boat jockeying
skill as well as grinding, polishing and
balancing are involved.
i . & £l =

August 5th and 6th ave the dates
for the world's longest outhoard motor
river race which will be held in
Northern California with $6000 in cash,
plus merchandise, trophies and a huge
Diamond Cup as prizes. The two-day
event, to be held this year for the
first time, is called the Stockton-to-
Redding River Race and is sponsored
by the Redding, Calif., Chamber of
“Commerce. The course is charted out
on both the Saeramente and San Joa-
quin Rivers over a distance of 316
miles, Four classes of boats, AT, BU,
“36" (DU-1) and DU will compete un-
der A'PB.A. rules and sanction.

\http: //boatsport.org |

$500. $250, $150 and $100 respectively
for the first four finishers in each class,
plus trophies and merchandise. The
Diamond Cup event will pay $1000 for
first place, $500 for second, $300 for
third and $200 for fourth plus trophies
for the first three winners.

Twenty-three towns and cities along
the course of the race have offered
support to the event, which is expected
to be viewed by 400,000 spectators at
various vantage points along the route.

This race may well prove to be the
maost spectacular and colorful outhoard
marathon event in outboarding's his-
tory. The project is a 100% non-profit
civic booster venture and is proof of
the large scale promotion that can be
put on with aggressive leadership and
cooperative group sponsorship. A tip of
the hat to producer-director Bert A.
Phillips and the others who have
brought this new 1855 event into the
outboarding limelight.

# * &

Bud Wiget, 41-year-old petroleum
engineer and walnut rancher from Con-
cord, Calif., compiled 2000 points dur-
ing the American Power Boat Asso-
ciation winter outboard racing cam-
paign in Florida to win the coveted
Colonel Green Star Island Trophy,
emblematic of the “Citrus Circuit” high
point title in a single class.

The Californian took this top winter
honor for the nation’s outhoard drivers

'with five consecutive wins (ten heat

first places) in his record holding C
Service Runabout “Crosswind." Bud's
DeSilva with an Evinrude C won class
contests sanctioned by the A.P.B.A, at
Miami, Lakeland, Lake Alfred, Punta
Gorda and St. Petersburg.

Bud Wiget in his DeSilva hull and Evinrude € Service: motor.

The race is broken into two days of
competition, with the halfway point
overnight layover at Colusa, Calif., on
the Sacramento River. The race will
be decided on a time lapse basm for
the two days.

A special Diamond Cup, however,
will be awarded in' Class DU for the
winner among the DU contestants who
elect to race the entire distance non-
stop. The beautiful silver trophy which
is valued at $2000 is set off by two
large diamonds. It was donated by the
Shasta Cascade Wonderland Associa-
tion of Northern California. The Dia-
mond Cup is a permanent trophy which
must -be won three times to gain perma-
nent possession.

The DUs who elect the less arduous
task of covering the distance in two
days with the mid-point stop and all
other scheduled classes will be paid

24

Runner-up to Wiget with three wins
and a fourth place in the C Hydro
class’ with his PR-powered Neal three
pointer, “Hornet XV,"” was Bill Tenney,
39-year-old research engineer from
Dayton, Ohio. Tenney compiled 1,369
points in only four events in this class
to place second to Wiget,

The extent to which Wiget and Ten-
ney dominated the competition did not
surprise veteran observers in view of
the fact that the walnut rancher holds
33% of the straightaway and competi-
tive records recognized by A.P.B.A.,

 while the Dayton engineer holds 22%:

of them. Although Wiget turned in the

‘hest performance in any one -class,

Tenney accumulated a grand total of
5,265 points in five classes as compared
to 4,094 peints in three classes for
Wiget. __

HWBEB.

conceiveable point that

BOATING BOOKSHELF

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF QUTBOARD J

MOTORBOATING, By Hank Wieand Bow-
man; published by A, 8 Barnes & Co..
232 Madison Ave., New York 16, N.Y.
$5.75. 416 pp.

After reading Mr. Bowman's book,
this reviewer was struek by the apt-
ness of the kitle: it is 4n encyeclopedia
in every sense of the word. Mr. Bow-
man knows his subject extremely well,
and he presents it in a lucid, interesting
style that is too often absent in works
of this nature.

The first seetion is “The History of
Outboard Motorboating"”, which deals
comprehensively with this subject in
four chapters, entitled ‘Early History,"
"Racing Creates a Market," “Outboard
Motors Go to War," and “Outboards
in Commerce.” Many very interesting
and little-known facts are brought out
here.

The second secction, “The Outboard
Motor,” begins with a chapter entitled
“Why Buy an Outhoard Motor,” fol-
lowed by “Choosing the Proper Out-
board Motor," which contains a “per-
formance expectancy chart” for every
type of boat with motors of wvaripus
horsepower, “How To Break In Your
New Motor," “The Mechanical Design
of the Outboard Motor,” ‘"Routine
Motor Maintenance,” “Trouble Shoot-
ing the Ailing Motor," “Motor Repairs

and Overhauls,” and “‘Propellers, Lower

Units and Gear Shifts." In all, this see-
tion comprises 130 pages (a fair sized
book in itself) devoted exclusively to
outboard motors and covering every
any boater
might raise:

Then comes the section “The Out-
board Motorboat,” which has chapters
on “Selecting Your Outboard Motor-
boat,” “Boat Kits," “Boat Maintenance
and Repair," ‘anc “Boat Handling,"” the
latter stressing very important safely
points.

The fourth general section deals with
“The Pleasures of Outboarding,” start-
ing with “Adventures in Outboarding,”
and going on to “Camping and Cruis-
ing,” with information on the water-
ways of America and addresses where
more detailed information may be se-
cured. The next chapter deals with
“Special Water Sports,” including
water skiing, jumping an outhboard (on
which subject Mr, Bowman has written
an informative how-to-do-it article in
this issue of BOAT SPORT: see page
4), outboard water polo, skim-boating

and hydrofoiling. A very good chapter

on "“The Outboard in Fishing! follows,
and then comes “Rules of the Road,”
with a valuable listing of the laws
pertaining to outboard motors in the
various States. The last chapter of this
section is “The Outboard Club," giving
suggested by-laws etc, and informa-
tion on boat ramps; boat hoists and
other pertinent subjects. A “Directory
of Boating Clubs" concludes this part
of the beook.

BOAT SPORT
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attempt.

The fifth section is “Racing,"” with
chapter headings as follows: “The Ouf-
board in Racing," with complete list of
records and American Power Boat As-
sociation and National Outboard As-
sociation rules, regulations and class

http: //boatsport.org

Two appendices complete this big
volume: one containing complete speed
conversion charts; the other, a "Glos-
sary of Outboard Motorboating Termi-
nology."

Anyone who is

interested in any

Author Hank Wieand Bowman testing o Merc 40-H and Swift hydro

the Stock
“Grooming the

specifications; Preparing
Motor for Raeing;"
Special Racing Engine;’ “Racing
Fuels;" and “Racing Hulls,” This is an
important section to all outboarders
who have an interest in outboard rac-
ing. It gives practical answers to many
technical guestions that are often
asked, -

The final section is called the "Out-
board Showease,'" and lists all the
manufacturers of outboard motors, to-
gether with information on their vari-
ous models.

phase of outboarding is bound to find
material of interest in Mr. Bowman's
book, be he hunter, fisher, cruiser,
racer, water sportsman or just plain
boater-for-the-fun-of it. In the hook
reviews we often read of some books
being a ‘definitive” work on this or
that subject, This reviewer goes along
in accepted fashion and applies the
word in this particular instance: Bow-
man's “Encyelopedia  of Outboard
Motorboating'' is a definitive work on
outboarding.
R.V.B.

Get Your New Boat Ready For Racing

(Continued from Page 11)

propeller may be far less than on a
competition wheel since lesser quick
driving power is required. Watch a
hoat go through the traps and you'll
notice that it has been set up to vide
exceedingly light, baraly skimming the
water surface on the after few inches
of the boat's planing surface. A boat
set up in this manner would last 100
yards or less in competition. The first
wake it hit would send the rider air-
borne and the boat very ‘probably
would perform a back flip. Straight-
away boats don't have to worry about
wakes and waves, The record breaking
runs are made, if they are going to he
sucecessful, usually in early dawning
hours when ecarburetion conditions are
perfect and scarcely a ripple breaks
the water's surface.

You, as a newcomer to the sport,
will undoubtedly have a considerable
amount to learn about your equipment
before you will be interested in run-
ning a mile trial. Furthermore, until
vou place your equipment first, second
or third in a heat scheduled for the
class in which your boat is registered
and in which at least four other con-
testants have been entered and finished,
vou will not be eligible to make an
So forget that maximum
speed set up and concentrate on set-
ting: up a rig to place in the money.

BOAT SPORT

The record in competition is in the
neighborhood of 48 mph. This means
that at most regattas, where water
conditions are normal rather than per-
fect for record breaking, where the
courses are not set up specifically with
records in mind—that is. over nice big
circular or gently oval mile-and-two-
thirds no-corner loops—a 44 mph aver-
age or even less would probably stick
you up in the money-winning brackets.

How fast must vour boat be able to
move on the straightaway set up for
competition and still average out 44
mph? No one can give the perfect an-
swer to this, since traffic conditions on
the course, your position at the start,
water eonditions, wind conditiens and
the layout of the course will all have
some bearing. But it may be some
consolation for you to know that the
drivers who consistently win BSH
events are set ‘up so that their equip-
ment on the straightaway seldom runs
much better than 50 to 52 mph. These
drivers are interested in having a pro-
peller that will give them acceleration
out of the curves, having their motors
set up in such a manner that they
strike a happy medium between peak
straightaway speed and rapid accelera-
tien. They also realize that should they
be ecaught in traffic they want their

(See Over)

OVER 60 MODELS

INCLUDING WORLD'S MOST
COMPLETE SELECTION OF

CLASS RACERS

and “Flying-Stern” models!

Custom-Craft

WORLD'S MOST COMPLETE LINE
OF REAL PERFORMANCE BOATS!

Bont racing. enthusissts wlll find  the exaet, boat
they're locking for anong the over 60 models helng
offered Yor 19550 There are A-B, CD  Stock. and 3-
point hydros, the Jet, Hurricane: and Thunderbolt
Rucing Series, Only Custom-Craft features the exelu-
stve "Flylng Stern” which incredses spoad, stabillty
nnd maneuverability. Custom-Craft wlso  has the most
complate Iing of dinghles, skiffs, Inboard and outhoard
utilities and, runshouts, eruisers and sailing dinghies
i the Induostry. They're easier to assemble,  better
dealgmed und eontsin the best materials avallable. Sun
the 1955 Custom-Craft line before you buy ANY
hoat kit! C

Send 35¢ for BIG 1955 CATALOG
SPECIAL OFFER: Send $1.00 And gt the bly 1955

kit catalog PLUS yaluable hook “Bont Seleotion,
Operntion mnd Maintenance'”

ARMOR

Leak-Proof Your Boat
and End Annual
Painting, Calking!

SUPER - XXX RESIN

New Custom-Craft Armor-
Glass is easy 1o apply on
any  wood  boat, hig or
gmall, Adds strangth and

GLASS

doterioration, Never needs painting.

protects  agalnst
Hundreds of uses, SEND 100 for FOLDER and
measuring chart or send $1.00 for folder and TWO
valuable booklets “How to use Armor-Glass! and How
to build fiborglas beat or car body,” PATCH-REPAIR
KIT: §5—includes generous supply Armor-Glass plus
plan for tool or tackle box.

Over 150 Modern Plans
with
Full-Size Patterns

Bultd your own bost the
modern way . . . the Cus-
tom-Omlt  way, with Ierge
seale bullding plans plus full
slze poper  patterns,  Seves
time, offort and moneyl Cus-
tom<Craft has the Warkd's
largest selection of um 10
the mnute designs for loats
of nll types: Kaeing elasses.
crilsers, Inboards, outhoards,
sailthosts, ete,

ALL TYPES
6 to 35 ft.

Racing enthusiasty especiallys will like the wide- selge-

tlon of elass racing deslpns fdaturlng A-B, CD Stock
and three point hydros, famous “'Cracker Box!® and
many other championshp deslyns, Alse muany exelusive
Custom-Craft designs such 85 the famous “*Fohtoon®
rigerd and “Flylng Stern' models, Al Custom-Craft
plins  are complste with  instructions .amd  hints on
butiding. Send for complete  detalls today!

SEND 35c FOR 1955 CATALOG

1955 Catalog PLUS helpful booklet on boat
building only $1.00 (Tells the A-B-C's of boat
building).

BOAT

MARINE BUYER’S GUIDE

Waorlid's. largest, Taosp com-
plete entalopg of full racing
anil spepdhost  Aecessories,
general boat hardware, flt-
tings, palnt, marine engines,
conversions,  kits  and  hun-

HARDWARE
Fl I dreds: of other bareains,
dINGS CATALOG 35¢c

Catalog PLUS booklet “How to paint, outfit and

carz for your boat,’! $1.00.
CUSTOM-CRAFT (DEPT.N )'B

FALO 7, N. Y.
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SEWS LEATHER

AND TOUGH TEXTILES
With SPEEDY STITCHER Automatic
Hewing Awl. you cAn' sew or repmir dny-
thing mude of LEATHER, CANVAS. or
ather henvy materials, Sews firm, ovwen
lock-stifches like o machine. Spocinlly
made. for hewy duty sewing on LUG-
GAGH, FOOTWEAR, RUGE. AWNINGS. ¥
SATLE, SADDLERY, UPHOLSTERY, /¥
OVERALLS, AUTO-TOPS, #ie, N A
Shaves you many times it small g\

cost, Comes rendy for Instant
use . . . complete with lobhin
of waxed thread snd 3 differ-
ent types of dizmond-pointed
needles,  Extra needles  and
waxed-thread always ayailable,
Send $1.88 for postpald detivery.
postage,  GUARANTEED.

SPORTSMAN'S POST
366 Madison Ave, Dept. A-890 New York 17

If 0.0, $1.G8 plis

"SKEEKIT"
WATER SKI KIT

Just Assemble and Paint.

All paris precision machined and
formed from finest materials,

5 A $14.95
' Rainier Water Ski Co.

1101 So, Pine, Tacoma 6, Wn,

FIBER GLASS
Write for free Sample of our Glass Cloth,
complete insfructions and information.
Send 35¢ today for Big New 1955
Marine Catalog full of illustrations and
information.
I. E. Debbold Marine Supply Co.

10366 Long Beach Blvd., Lyawood, Cal.

Classified Advertising

Use this directory for promipt response. Rate 20c
per word (§3.00 minimum). CASH WITH ORDER,
5% discount for three or more insertions to direct
advertisar. Copy should be on ‘one side of the
sheet and typewritten, if possible. Schedule of
‘closing dates for classified advertising as follows:

Liszye Clasinpg Date Iisne Closing Bate
March Nov. | July Mar. 20
April Dec. 20 Auguist Apr. 20
ay Jan. 20 Septamber ay 20
June Feb. 20 December  Aug. 20

Make remitfance payable to BOAT SPORT, Classi-
f?di‘ A;ivoriising Dept,, 215 Fourth Ave., New York
3 N- Y.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE-—Used and yebuilt mavine motors, 2
to. 550 H.P. gasoline and diesel. Complete stoek
st of populay models. Wiite for FREE Cuatalog
1800 eovering conversion eguipment. propellors, re-
werse penrcs, httings. and Supplies of all kinds:
STOKES' MARINE SUFPLY, Dept. BS, Colds
water, Mich:

CONVERSIONS for all model Foid. Mereury,
Linculn and Jeep Engines. Froe Catalog. Lichman
Manufactuving Company, Dept. K, 572 Broad
Stiest; Newalrk 2. N, J.

MOTOR BARGAINS—Clearance Sale On . ., .
Morcury, Scott-Attwater, Champion, and  Martin
motors. Substantial Discounts offered. Write for
speeific information. ‘Spérts Craft, Ine. 29228
Bast Douglas, - Wichita, Kansas.

MERCURY MODIFICATIONS—Cylinders padded

—A-B-I, pistons huilt up, Alcohol conversions
on carburetors. Giavity tanks for 20-H. Elee-
tronie halancing, Full house jobs far pacing.

Write O, ¥, Christner, Quiney Welding Works,

Sth and State, Quiney, Ilinois,

RACING OUTBOARDS — Johnson, all ‘sizs,
Fastest for courses up to 134 miles per lap. Burn
alerhbl or gas, muffides available, $200 and up.,

Details from Dean Woreester, RFD 1, Silver
Spring, Md,

BARGAINS galore, marine hardware items.
Factory Imperfepts, overran bavgning  Froee

folder. Marine, 2604 Stevens So., Minneapolis 9,
" Minnesota,
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Get Your New Boat
Ready For Racing

(Continued from Preceding Page)

motors set deeply enough and with
sufficient fore and aft balance so that
they do not have a tendency to take
off and become airporne, but also have
the necessary underwater control so
that they can take the short way
around the corners.

This same comparison will apply to
any class of stock or alcohol burning
racing equipment, either runabout or
hydroplane. For the newcomer to the
sport in stock runabout racing and
more noticeably this year to an in-
creasingly greater degree in stock
hydro racing, two types of events are
open: closed course racing and mara-
thons. It is strongly recommended that
the newcomer to stock runabout racing
get a few closed course competition
events under his belt before trying a
long distance grind. There is a definite
reason for this. Over the long distance;
the fastest boats seldom win. The boat
that wins is the most carefully pre-
pared boat set up with both high speed
and durability in mind. Marathons are
lost when remote control wires pull
free, steering lash-ups shake loose or
auxiliary tanks detach themselves—all
seemingly minor items but ones that
can gang up te bedevil the hapless
contestant. These breakdowns happen
most frequently to the novice.

Prabably the soundest adyice that
can be given fo any newcomer is to

get experience under your belt run-

ning in the rear of the pack. Too often
the beginner who buys the best avail-
able equipment feels that he must be
ashamed of himself unless he makes
a good showing in his first few events.
So he mixes inte the first turn with the
pack and unless he is exceptionally
lucky that's his last turn until his
water logged rig is put back into or-
der. Shake off this Frank Merriwell
complex and have a little considera-
tion for the nice piece of machinery
and fine piece of lumber you have
bought. Be contented at first to mix it
up gradually with the tail enders until
you begin to get the feel of stinging
spray in your eyes and other bows and
gunwales bouncing inches away from
your rig. :

When the new boat and motor have
arrived, set up the boat on a pair of
saw horses or some other convenient
arrangement, mount the motor on the
boat, rig up the steering cables and
the remote controls and then start to
check things over.

Here are seme of the things that
may cause you trouble in your first
event, Overly slack steering cables and
a too freely moving pivot bearing may
cause you steering difficulties or even
an upset. The pivot bearing of the
motor should be sufficiently tight o
that the boat will continue to hold its
course in relatively choppy water even
when your hand is free of the steering

wheel. A loosey-goosey outfit will cause:
you to overcontrol. This isn't meant to

" suggest that you should go in for “no-

hands" driving but you may find on
your first ride that there seem to be a
dozen things to do and enly two hands
to do them with. Remember, if you
have to let go of something, let go of
the throttle and hang onto that wheel.
This stiffness of the pivot bearing—
that it should hold the course without
guidance—is a standard by which you
can judge your set up. ‘

Better check over this entire steer-
ing set up carefully, Some new boats
are bought ecomplete with all neces-
sary hardware and steering equipment.
Others are sold stripped and the buyer
supplies his own hardware, Here dre a
few tips on what te look for in your
hardware whether it is supplied or if
you must pick it up separately. Don't
cut corners after investing many hun-
dreds of dollars in fine racing equip-
ment «on the vrelatively
hardware items. Steer clear of aal-
vanized cast iron which is apt to he
brittle and may lead to the one big-
gest bugaboo of any racing driver, a
flip in the drink. Buy a good guality
steering wheel. You'd be amazed at
the beating 4 ~wheel takes since in
many instances it will support not only
your body weight but your weight plus
shock impact caused by waves. There
are lightweight laminated wood steer-
ing wheels, I had one and it lasted half
a heat—very disconcerting. A cast alu-
minum wheel or one built up of a tom-
bination of aluminum drum and steel
wheel with hard rubber or plastie
covering will take the beating you're
going to give it.

Though S-hooks are frequently used
for connecting the tiller lines to the
steering bar, a more positive snap
swivel will assure you that at some
inopportune time the § hook isn't go-
ing to bounce out and leave you with
a functionless steering wheel in your
hand.

Use a high gquality braided, nylon-
covered, metal-cored tiller line. Don't
trust your equipment to a nice new
length of clothes line, for even the
weight of a couple of wet sheets sus-
pended on a length of it can occasion-
ally cause it to snap. Anyway, leave
the clothes line for the laundress.

Be sure your cockpit is going to
provide you with racing comfort, not
Just kneel-down-in-the-pits type of
comfort. Be sure it will remain com-
fortable for you when you start taking
off over one and two-foot waves or
hook into a turn with a cork-serewing
motion, This comfort is a relative thing
anyway for, at best, a racing boat
cockpit is no feather bed and at its
worst it can be a real torture rack.
Forget the idea that cockpit deck
cushions are just for sissies They
aren't. The pros in the business have
long since learned they can concen-
trate more on hard driving when they
aren't nursing a set of bruised and
battered knees. Don't cut corners here,
either. There adre specially designed

~ racing cushions that will cover the en-

tire riding area of your cockpit so that
your ankles den't get cut up, and,
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wherever you happen to land after
bouncing, you'll find them to be much
needed protection.

The best type is the kind that not
only covers the cockpit decking but
also rolls up along the sides of the
cockpit coaming. A set of knee pads
will add comfort but won't do the trick
alone,

8ince you are interested in over-all
weight of your Full and since you are
going to be lugging the weight of the
cushion anyway vyou might as well
count it in and conform with the rules
by permanently affixing this cushion
to the boal. Most hardware stores earry
grommets and you can borrow a grom-
met tool. Liberally provide grommets
around Lhe edges of the cushion and
screw  each grommet securely and
permanently to the cockpit deck and
coaming. Believe me, there is nothing
worse than a loose cushion slithering
around the inside of the boal, for it's
going to throw you off balance at an
inopportune time or tangle with the
tiller cables or get under the steering
wheel and wedge it so that you .can't
turn the wheel,

Aside from the steering problems,
the most frequent cause of outboard
racing flips is the motor which inadver-
tently cocks up into the coekpit. This
can be caused by the driver suddenly
being thrown off halance and releasing
his grip aceidently on the throttle, or
by an overheated motor which may
suddenly seize. In either event the
total- or partial cessation of propelicr
action causes a sudden drag and with
the motor lower unit free of the water,
steering control no longer exists. Thus
it is extremely important to the racing
boat driver to provide his motor with
a tie-down rope or some other means
to prevent the motor from tilting in
order to offset this contingency. One of
the simplest and easiest means to
achieve this is to use a taut length of
bongee cord strung from one transom

_carrying handle outside of the drive-

shaft housing and back to the other
carrying handle.

Rather than this, some drivers in-
stall an eye bolt inside the boat. run a
line from that eye bolt down to the
drive-shaft housing, make several
loops around the bottom end of the
tilt-up: bracket, firmly snubbing the
housing into position, lead the line on
back over the transom and take sev-
eral wraps around the motor clamps
before securing the line again to the
eye bolt. This not only provides a tie
down but also is an added security
from the loss of the motor in the event
of a flip. If you use this method, again
use a good quality metal cored line—
not clothes line. .

HExercise every precaution to keep
your® new boat's bottom protected so
that it continues to coenform to the
manufacturer’s original design. A
hydroplane is best stored upright, sup-
ported on its transom with the tip of
the bow resting against a wall. It
should go without saying that you
should provide your new boat with
protected storage. Exposure to the sun,
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rain or excessive dampness will quickly
destroy the good riding characteristics
built into the hull by its original manu-
facturer. The runabout may be cradled
in padded A-frames that are designed
to conform with the bottom design. Be
sure there are sufficient supports so
the boat does net take on a ham-
mocking configuration. If you plan to
race with any hope of success, don't
plan to keep vour boat stored in the
water. A waterborne boat will lap
added weight in a hurry, Added weight
Is going to mean less speed.

Do not ignore a break-in period for
the new motor. It is well to add at least
259 additional lubrication to your fuel
mixture for the first ten gallons of fuel
burned by the engine, The ultimate suc-
cess of your motor will be largely de-
pendent on proper break-in. Be content
to run at half throttle until you have
put at least ten gallons of fuel through
the moter. Restrain your curiosity to
find out just what the new rig will do,
for it's almost certain to do a great
deal better if you don't rush it at the
start. Give it a chance to work in and
loosen,

Study carefully the rules of the
sanctioning body with which you plan
Lo race. Just as in law, ignorance will
not excuse you for a breach of the
rules. Get off to a good start by con-
forming to all rules from the outset.
And don't forget to weigh your set-up
rig, because you don't want to goto all
this trouble for nothing.

Don't be too hasty about modifying
and altering your motor in any way
from its stock condition. Get experi-
ence first with what you have. You
probably already have more speed than
you can handle, and a veteran with a
rig several miles-an-hour slower will
take you into camp with ease for the
time being. Once you have gained good
competitive control, then you will be
ready to take on anyone in your class,

To vepeat:

Don't be ashamed to run at the rear
until you get experience. Someone has
to finish last. Why not the newcomer?
The over-eager driver not only risks

his own equipment, but because of the

unpredictability of his actions in com-
petition until he gains his experience,
he is almost certain to present a hazard
to the skilled racer.

(END)

COVER STORY

OUR THANKS to Kiekhaefer Cor-
poration for the beautiful coler photo-
graph used on our cover this month.
The scene is of water skiing, one of the
many interesting and execiting water
activities that are open to everyone
these days ‘due to the great progress
made by the outboard boat and motor
industries in recent years.

Boat is a Switzer Craft Lightning
and the motor is a Mercury 55 which
generates 40 hp in its big four-cylin-
der-in-line powerhead, pushing a fully
loaded boat through the water .at a
high speed and towing three skiers at
the same time.

The biggest,
the hest,

the most
complete and

up-to-date
book on
outhoarding !

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

of OUTBOARD
MOTORBOATING

By HANK WIEAND BOWMAN
Technical Editor, Boat Sport

® HOW TO GET THE RIGHT MOTOR
® HOW TO GET THE RIGHT BOAT

® HOW TO GET THE MOST
OUT OF THEM

Whether you're a beginner or an expert at this
popular and exciting sport, this is the book for
vou! No other book contains so many facts,
so much valuable up-to-the-minute information.
Beginning with a brief history of outboards and
outboard racing, the author cites the adyan-
tages of an outboard motor and tells you how
to choose the proper one for your needs—
whether fishing, hunting, racing or family cruis-
ing—from nearly 100 different models on the
market. He explains the basic requirements of
combustion engines so that you can spot troubie
when it starts, From the simplest repair to the
most thorough overhaul, he tells you how to
keep your outboard in top-notch condition in
an illustrated cross-section of repair problems
and methods. In addition, he advises you on
selecting one of the various types of suitable
boats and how to maintain and handle it,

The chapter on the pleasures of outboarding
includes a guide to locations in every state.
There’s a section on water sports: a chapter on
the rules of the road with a digest, by state, of
boating regulations. Full information is pro-
vided on forming an outboard boating club plus
a directory of existing clubs. An important
chapter is devoted to the special problems of
outboard racing — classifications, requirements,
cost; preparing the stock motor for racing,
grooming the special racing engine, safety rules
and equipment, racing fuels and hulls. For
potential buyers there’s a descriptive list, with
prices, of available motors. Appendix of speed
conversions plus glossary of terms.

424 pages, 260 illustrations ONLY $5.75

THE UNLY COMPLETE ENCYCLOPEDIA
ON OUTBOARDING!

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW |
10-DAY FREE EXAMINATION &

| A.S.BARNES & COMPANY Dept. 6375
’ 232 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y.
Send mie THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF QUT-
I BOARD MOTORBOATING ut $5.75. 11 1 don't
I agree that this ix the higgest, the best, the
must complete bookion the'subjeet, 1 will return
I it within 10 days and owe nothing. Otherwise
| I will %end ecet plus podstage.

NAME.
STREET ___ e
G = — —ZONE__ STATE

O] Money enclosed. YOU pay postage. Same
10y refund privilege applies,
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N.O.A. Modified Stock World Championships

(Continwed from Puge 15)

September of 1954 in hoth A Runabout
and Hydro and who had won the J
Hydro events only to be disqualified be-
cause of a lower unit gear case infrac-
tion, had been forced to qualify his
J in the elimination heats. Cowhoy Roy
Rogers, who has taken to outhoard
racing as relaxation from the micro-
phone and camera, failed to start his J
rig and Holland walked away from
the rest of his competition to take
the crown with ease. He established
the second new competition record of
the meet by clocking an average speed
of 40.268 mph in the first event. Run-
ner-up for JH honors was H, G. Owen,
Fort Worth, Texas, with Eau Claire,
Wisconsin's Ken Cormican finishing
third.

Defending champion Jack Crissinger
failed to appear for defense of his
crown in D Hydroplane but nine of
the modified four-cylinder-in-line Mer-

NEW SUPER 0J’s

Series Il for
Mark 20-H Runabout & Hydro

SUPER OJ's series 1

A—B—D—Stock Runabout & Hydro

REGULAR 0J’s

Racing C and
Service €. Runabout & Hydre
a F Runabout & Hydro
Stock A & B Runabout & Hydro
Stock D Hydre & Runabout
Martin 200 Stock BU & Hydro
Mercury Mark 20 Regular
Mercury Mark 50 Regular
25 Evinrude & Johnson, Regular
ski props for KG-9 & KG-9H, Q.5.

ski props for KG7-H and Mark 20-HQS
GREATER SPEED — ACCELERATION

Reconditioning Service — All Makes
See Your Dealer

JOHNSON PROPELLER CO.
KE 3-4110

603 Lancaster St. Oakland 1, Calif.

cury-powered hydros hit the line with
Charlie Parker, Pasadena, Texas, av-
eraging 52.174 fo top the field in the
first go and C. B. Norton, Jal, New
Mexico, and Dick McCullough, Fort
Worth, coming in for second and third
spots, the latler tailed closely by Bill
Holmes, another local enfrant.

In the second heat, which was cen-
siderably slower than the first, due to
plenty of jamming of heavily bunched
traffic in the first two turns, Norton
skimmed in for a checker at 49.861
mph to merge his second and first place
finishes into a championship. Runner-
up was hard-riding Dick MeCullough.
Charlie Parker in this event finished
a poor sixth with a noticeable ignition
skip in his motor. He garnered third
in final standing.

The 60 e. i. Class F runabouts saw
Iocalite Bob McGinty again run into
niotor problems and fail te finish.
W. R. Holmnes of Phoenix, Arizona,
provided the thrill of the heat when he
caught a wake in the nerth turn and
performed a sensational parrel roll
but was hauled from the icy waters
uninjured. Roger Q. Smith, Houston,
Texas, helming T-99, originally slated
for Fort Worth driver L. C. Walker,
copped the first event by a relatively
safe margin from A, Q. Huff, with BEayl
Warner, Houston, bouncing in for
third, Huff found plenty of added rpm's
in the second heat, walked away from
the rest of a rather skimpy five boat
starting field and, though he finished
in 4 tie for points with Smith, his total
elapsed time was far better than
Smith's. Huff took the title with Smith
taking down second and Warner third.

Fred Simmons, a Houston driver, had
won one heat of B Runabouts at the
Central Zone Championships in the
fall and then had been tossed out of
the winning brackets for jumping the
gun in the second heaf. At Corpus
Christi he was over-anxious again and
probably thereby lost his title, for
though he led the B Runabouts home in
both heats by safe 3-second margins,

N V0N T WL T
o
Thu i

"HIT THE DECK FOR OUTBOARD FUN ..

And Every page of HOW Té Enjey Outbearding is crammed
with practical information to help you get all the fun pessible
from your outboard boat and motor. Articles on ecruising,
hunting, fishing, care and maintenance, water sports, safety,
and waterways are all especially written and liberally illus-
trated to show you HOW to get more enjoyment for the
whole family out of this new way of life. Outboarding is ane
of America's fastest growing outdoor sports, inexpensive,
easy, safe. Whether you own an outhoard now or are con-
templating on buying one, HOW To Enjoy Outboarding is a
magazine you don't want to miss. Get your copy NOW at
your favorite newsstand.

HOW To Enjoy Outboarding—215 Fourth Avenue, New York 3, N. Y.
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he was disqualified in the first heat

which caused him to place out of the
top honors in final point standing.

Simmons, however, had proved that his.

B Runabout was really a smoking job.
He recouped some glory the following
day when he -established a new
straightaway mark with the same out-
fit at 53.097 mph.

The title-winner in BR was Herman
Keith, Kansas City, Mo., with Floyd
Appling, El Campo, Texas, second and
Albert Scott, Quincy, Illincis, third.

Bob MeGinty, who had been plagued
with engine trouble, finally got his C
Hydro rig winding nicely, won two
straight heats but missed out on taking
a world's title when less than four
boats showed up for the race. His vie-
tory was a hollow one, limited only to
4 race trophy though, of course, the
$100 in prize money alleviated a bit
of his disappointment. McGinty, how-
ever, made his presence at the events
impressive the following day when he

‘set three new straightaway records in

Class € Runabout, D Hydro and D
Runabout at 48.193, 67.290 and 60.-
708 mph respectively. Since his new C
Runabout record was a splashy 5lz
mph faster than the former record,
Bob also won the Wynn ©il Company
5100 benus check and diamond pin
given for the greatest boost in a record
at the trial runs.

Earl Griffin of El Dorado, Arvkansas,
usually a prominent performer in the
N. O. A, Division I alky burner ranks
with strictly-designed-for-racing ~me-
tors, took the C Runabout title, with
Richard Whitley, San Antonio, Texas,
and L, H. Seawright, La Marque,
Texas, winning the second and third
place trophies.

The final title to be awarded during
Saturday's activities went. to Deanie
Montgomery, Corsicana, Texas, in
straight heats. Montgomery established
a new Class A Runabout record at
41.667 mph with his hopped up 15 €. i.
Mercury power plant in the second
heat. Lanky RBill Holland barely eked
out a fourth spot in the first heat, but
in the second he tailed Montgomery
all the way and was credited by the
new champion for having pushed him

to his new record. Holland took the

second place trophy with Louis Raatz,
Corpus Christi, sewing up third.

The Monday events which had orig-
inally been planned for mile trials also
decided the A Hydro and B Hydro
championships. Ralph Johnson of
Blythevilie, Arkansas, missing for
nearly two years from outboarding cir-
cles -due to a serious injury suffered
in late 1953, was a welcome addition
to the competitive field. Johnson show-
ed no indication of being rusty. He
finished second in both heats, which
brought out thirteen A Hydres in re-
sponse to the five-minute gun. How-
ever, John Jordan, Freeport, Kansas,
with his Blue Star aluminum hydro,
aptly .enough named Rivets, won the
first heat handily at a new record speed
of 43.689, then clocked a fraction of
a second slower speed to win the sec-
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ond event. Johnson took the runner-
up trophy with Hank Bourret, Sioux
City, Towa, pushing his boat X-24 to
third spot in final standing.

The final record for the meet, which

! 2 was replete with new speed marks,

was set by Fred Simmons of Houston
in his ‘B Hydro at 49.315 in winning
the first of the two heats. Simmons,
however, had his motor run out of
steam on the third lap of the second
heat and the suddenly sour motor left
him trailing in seventh spot at the time
it finally gave up winding. Clyde Davie,
East St. Louis, Illinois, had finished

second in the first heat, won first

< honers in the second, theough beaten

to the line by Ben Turpin, Sweetwater,
Texas, who was disqualified for jump-
ing the gun. Davie's performance was
worthy of his crown, for he had not
only paced his starts beautifully but
put on an outstanding exhibition of
full-throttle work in the corners. Sim-
mons, with his 400 points from the
first record-breaking heat win, took
second spot with Gene Williams, of
Riley, Kansas, merging a third and a

sixth' spot finish for sufficient points

to garner the third place trophy.

Ben Turpin was the real hard luck
driver, for he took a nasty spill in the
first laps of the first B event, bailed
out his rig, got running just in time
to make the one-minute gun for the

second event and then permitted over-

anxiousness to cause him to lose a
potential $50 for first place via the
disgualification route,

One . of the meet's most popular

Clyde L. Davie with frophies won at Corpus Christi in his Van Pelt B hydro.
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record breakers was pretty Pat Jordan,
Freeport, Kansas, who moved the for-
mer A Runabout mark up to 47.809
mph with her open stacked alky burn-
ing Mercury 10.

At a banquet staged by the joint
sponsors, the Corpus Christi Junior
Chamber of Commerce, the Qutboard
Boating Club of Corpus Christi and the
Sunset Lake Corporation, at the Break-
ers Hotel, drivers and their pit crews
decided that though the atmosphere of
the weather may have been chilly, the
Texas sponsors couldn't have been more
warm in their reception of the gallop-

ing shingles contingent and figured that
the banquet and trophy presentations

‘were surpassed only by the big party

and dance the evening before, over
which lucious Madeline Lee, beauty
queen, and a bevy of runner-ups had
served as hostesses,

Following the Monday run-offs for
the A and B Hydro titles and the
straightaway trials, when the Ilake
waters had subsided to a nearly mir-
ror-like surface, the out-of-staters
joined with the local drivers in agree-
ing the Corpus Christie circuit is
one of the finest race courses on which
the modified stockers had ever wet
their lumber. Since the 1955 N. O. A.
Division IV 1955 titles will be coming
up for decision in a matter of a few
months, Corpus Christi is expected to
put in its bid again against both Miami
and San Francisco, which are other
tentative sites for the popular and
rapidly growing modified stock divi-
sion. (END)

Family Fun Afloat

(Continued from Page 8)

found in regular cruisers of the same
length. The rectangular scow type hull
lets every available square foot of
space be used for living accommoda-
tions, The eabin roofs are strong
enough to be used for an upper deck.
On the other side of the pieture, house-
boats are not designed for speed, and
so those who have the urge to tear
through the water at a fast clip and
at the same time have maximum living
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Also, they are not built for rough water
use, but serve perfectly on rivers, lakes
and sheltered bays.

The entire outboard industry—boat,
motor, trailer and accessory manufac-
turers—has worked hard to add fur-
ther improvements to its products and
to maintain prices within the budget
reach of the average American fam-
iy

y (Continwed on Puye 32)

BILL TENNEY — 194
BEST PERFORMANCE WINNER—HOLDER OF
8 NEW WORLD'S RECORDS SET WITH
CHRIS-GO.

FOR INBOARDS
'AND OUTBOARDS

NITRO FUELS
AVAILABLE ON
REQUEST

D
SEE YOUR DEALER OR | @Fm-mﬁ
WRITE TO Dep’t.1-19 a
CHRISTOPHER BROS.
12800 EATON AVENUE

DETROIT 27, MICHIGAN

Check that motor!

S et ENATTE

L=

ACCURATE TACHOMETER
CHECKS RPM —AIDS REPAIRS

The Wibra-Tak checks per-
formance &l outboard, in-
‘board motors, all marine en-
gines. Floce nose of Wikra-
Tak on motar cowling or an
side of boat and read scale.
Gives RPM witheut disman-
iling motor, needs no-spacial
conneclion. Satisfaction guar-
anlead!

Costs no more than
a good fountain

pen! In leather sase

MARTIN ENGINEERING COMPANY
Sportsman's Park — Neponset, 11l
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Adam Gabriel, Commodore, Ovutboard Club of Chicage, congratulates
Jerry Opperude on his appointment to the A.P.B.A. Region 7 Hall of
Fame, Jerry won JU Stack MNational Championship in 1953, Here Jerry's
father and mother look on admiringly as he raceives this high award.

Piciure taken by Bernard Abrams, Wilmingten, N. C., during the
A.P.B.A. Divisionals at Solomens Island, Md., shows smoshed bow of o
Class A stock hydro that went through wake of a cruiser. Unidentified
driver (from either N. C. or S. C.) indicates how this hydre nesed down.

It's News
(Continwed from page 17)

pullers, crankecases, coil brackets and

switch boxes with switch, chrome moly ‘i‘-‘,;l

prop shafts and pinion shafts, eustom:
built coils, solid steel plate battery fly-
wheel, plus a large stock of secondhand
racing parts.
DOCK LEVELLING JACK

A handy new levelling jack which
permits decks mounted on hollow pipe
posts to be raised or lowered easily
without working in the water has been
announced by the Central Machine
Works, Company, 1234 Central Avenue,
Minneapolis 13, Minnesota. The manu-
facturer produces the Permadock line
of adjustable dock brackets and has
introduced this jack as a handy acces-
sory item, but it is egually suitable to
any dock using hollow' pipe supports.
A flange at the top of the jack fits into
the hollow top end of the pipe with the
chain sling of the jack supporting the
deck. The operator working on the
dock end can by means of cranking one
or both jacks raise and lower either
side until the desired level iz attained.

Build Ji’RBGRI‘rE Build this new %riITWim-:f"g B Rﬁnukfa_o:n; yol.:saiffrolrln
et accurate, tested plans. You won't find a better all-
II' 6" B Runabout around competition boat. I'll give you complete scale
drawings, 10 construction photos plus step-by-step
sketches; full size rib plens, a full bill of materials,
thorough building instructions plus finished action pic-
“ tures: She meets 1955 A.P.B.A. specs. You'll also get
a scale and details for converting Airborne to a 13"
6" D' Runabout: All for only $8.00 postpaid. For
further information write to: HAL KELLY

98 Anderson Ave.
Bergenfield, N.J.

* Proven Trophy Winner

e Giant Plans

» Full Size Ribs

= Step-by-Step Photographs
* Detailed Scale Drawings

= Complete Instructions

BOAT SPORT is endeavoring to work

up a directory of marinas from Coast
to Coast as part of a service to our
readers. Will you help by sending the
names and addresses of any marinas
you know about., When the list is com-
pleted we will be pleased to send you,
gratis, a copy for your kindness.

T e e e T e e B e — =
! BOAT SPORT

I Room 1904

215 Fourth Ave.

| New York 3, N. Y.
|
| Add the following names and ad-
I dresses to your list of marinas:

|
|
|
I
|
I
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

e e o e e e e e S S ————— —— —————————

Your name

)Streef number .

| City voZone. . State. i
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STERN BRACKET AND
PIVOT BEARING

Randolph Hubbell, 2611 N. Rosemead
.. Blvd., El Monte, California, announces
Y availability of his own make stern

bracket and pivot bearings designed
for Johnson PRs and SRs and shert
drive-shaft heusings for POs and P-50s.
The stern bracket lists at $18; the pivot

bearing at $12. Hubbell also announces
beefed-up heavy duty crankecases for
PRs and SRs at $55.

b TRI-MOUNT TRANSOM PAD

The Park Produects Corp., 252 Bel-
mont Ave,, Springfield 8 Mass., manu-
factures and sells with Patent Pend-
ing: a transom pad designed to veduce
vibration and thus cut down on result-
ing motor noise. Called the Tri-Mount.

the pad is made of Neoprene specially
bondec to inner steel plates. It has 130
square inches of cushioning surface to
protect the outside and inside of the
boat's transom. The Tri-Mount fits in
position on the transom and the motor
is placed over it. When the motor is
clamped tight in position the pad is
said to have a sure grip on the transom
. without danger of slipping. The price is

b $6.95 each.

SEAM TAPE KIT

A kit said to contain enough fiber-
glass tape and resin to cover the seams
of an average 8 or 10" boat is being
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retailed at $4.95 by its manufacturer,
Fibreglass - Evercoat Company, 7608
Reading Road, Cincinnati 37, Ohio. The
kit is designed to eliminate the need for
caulking and give added protection to
highly stressed chine, transom, keel
lines and other vulnerable spots where
leaking most often occurs. It is ap-
plied by painting on resin with a brush
and laying the fiberglass cloth on the
resin-treated surface. A coal of resin
is then applied to the cloth and after
the tape has dried, the surfaece is light-
ly sanded, feather edged and then may
be painted if desired.

CUTWATER KITS
Jack Maypole, President of Maypole
Boats & Motors, Inc., 5801 W. Madison
St., Chicago, announces the newest of
the “Do It Yourself” kits. With the

trend being to glorify the outboard
runabout, the new kit consists of a
heavy chrome plated brass cutwater

with all necessary parts and instruc-
tions for the owner to easily convert
the bow of his boat to the beautiful ap-
pearance illustrated. At present, these
kits are available for the Nassau and
Newport models of the Cadillac line
and Series 5 and 6 of the Wolverine
boats. The complete kit retails for
$25.00 f.o.b. Chicago.

Super Speed Racing Fuel
Uses it too.

Worlds Records:

CS Runiabout 5 miles 48.283
CR Runabout 1 mile 63.581
CR Runabout 5 miles 57.4B9
FR Runabout 1 mile 63.811
FR Runabout 5 miles 55.572
F  Hydroplane 5 miles 64.194
High Point Championship 1954
Star Island Trophy 1955

BUD WIGET

200 Wiget Lane, Concord, Calif.

Are You Interested In . [RS8

MODEL BOAT ENGINES?

Write for
The latest developments in

INBOARD, OUTBOARD and
MARINE ENGINES

SCALE MODEL BOATS
for PLEASURE or TESTING
PURPOSES

K & B Allyn Company
5732 Duarte Street
Los Angeles 58, California

E. G. McCREA & C€O.

Plans e Patterns ® Instructions

® RACING
® SPORT
® UTILITY

EASY to use ® Best for YOU

Send 25¢ coin today for
deseriptive booklet.

NORTH HATLEY, QUE.
CANADA
Dept. BS

MERCURY 25 STACK - $32.50
MERCURY 10 STACK - $15.00

For Racing Outbourd Classes

leh Oakland

"

] Sta and Michigan Propellers: FLYWHEELS
for P.O. Johnsons with bad hubs—$15.00 eoch—rebuilt and
10 exchanged. Surplus Mercury piston rings, 4 for $1.00

JOE GROSSMANN 1136 N. Third St. St. Louis 2, M;'l
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Family Fun Afloat
(Continued from Puge 29)

In the camp bodting line, a new
quickly erected tent is on the market
that is suspended inside a tubular metal
frame and thus has no inside poles or
stakes and guy ropes. The unit, called
Draw Tite, is made by Ratsey & Lap-
thorn, Inec., and has top ventilator,
ground protection and screened door-
way. Storm front can be either closed
in bad weather or rigged up as a can-
opy for protection from sun or showers.

i
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And' speaking of the outdoors, here's
an interesting item about a program
to which all outboarders should give
their help, that of conservation of our
great natural resources.
Walton League of America has com-
pleted a 28-minute color moving pic-
ture on conservation and said its pro-
duction was made pogsible by the
“gratifying interest” of an outhoard
manufacturer in preserving the na-
tion's soil, water and wildlife resources.

The film, produced with the assis-
tance of Johnson Motors, is titled
“Waltonians in Action' and is the first

Single unit of Draw Tite fent erected.

Either a single unit or as many as four
may be set up together. Such items
as this are adding te the pleasure of
camp boating which is fast becoming
a4 most popular part of the outboarding
program for families.

Another new development for the
boater-camper is the Trail Craft, whith
combines both funections in one. This
unique unit is a combined two-pontoon-
ed hoat capable of taking outboard mo-
tor up to 15 hp, a trailer with a single
wheel that hitches to a car's bumper,
and a tent that sleeps four, after add-
ing frame, canvas and two army duck
cots rigged outhoard. It also ean be

Trail-Craft set up as tent,

wheeléd to the water on its own whesl
by means of two handles similar to
those on a wheelbarrow. Other uses to
which the Trail Craft can be put are
as-a duck blind, either with er without
tent erecled, a swimming float, and at
home as a wading pool for the children.
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of the League's series of “Lands Green
—Waters Clean"” educational motion
pictures. It is 16-mm., with sound and
narration. Additional films are expect-
ed to be produced at a rate of about
one a year for several years.

William  Voigt, Jr., of Chicago,
League executive director, said the se-
ries will include also a number of
shorter films depicting projects of in-
dividual ehapters and state divisions

The Izaak!

of the nsationwide natural resource
conservation organization, whose slo-
gan is “defenders of soil, woods, waters
and wildlife.”

Prints of the films are being made =
for 10 of the League’s state divisions, J
and additional prints will be distributed ™
from the League's library in Chicago.
For the time being, prints will be
available only to League chapters.

Further information can be had from
League national offices at 31 North
State Street, Chicago 2, Ill.

The Outboard Boating Club of Amer-
ica, in cooperation with Socony-Va-
cuum Oil Company, has published a
new booklet entiled “Outboard Mari-
nas,” which deals thoroughly with all
the points connected with building and
operating there much-needed establish-
ments. For further information write
to the Outboard Boafing Club of Amer-
ica, 307 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1,
111

In the last issue we passed on the
story of outboard motor trouble caused
by mice. Here's another Aesop's fable
on the same subject. Charley E, Dewey,
an Evinrude motor dealer in Mukwona-
go, Wisconsin, had this experience with
a customer who had bought a '64 Elec-
tric Big Twin from him. The man had
found a big 'possum sleeping in his
boat on several occasions when he went
out to take an early morning ride. A
while later the motor began to act up.
Mr. Dewey was called on twice for
needed service but it wasn't until he
tried out a -new remote gas tank that A
the trouble stopped. Then, upon very
close examination, it was found that
the air hose on the fuel lines had
many very fine holes in it, Apparently
after the last time the owner had
kicked the 'possum out of the boat he
had come back and crawled under the
seals in an angry frame of mind and
had started biting the rubber hoses.
Moral: let sleeping ‘possums lie,
(END)

Breaking The Bottlenecks of Boating
(Continued from Page 16)

Trailer manufacturers usually in-
clude the maximum weight capacities
in citing the specifications of their
various models. One of the objectives
of the newly formed Boat Trailer
Manufacturers Association is to stand-
ardize methods used to determine
capacity. Yy

Even when all manufacturers get
around to using the same weight-
carrying standards, a rule of thumb
which the purchaser can apply is this:
If the total weight of your fully-out-
fitted boat is within 100 pounds of the
rated capacity of any particular model
of trailer, get the next higher rated
size., Remember that you may have a
different boat next year and that, in

‘the usual scheme of things, one nearly

always graduates to a larger -and
larger boat over the years,

Whether or not to transport the
motor attached to the boat during

overland operations has not been set-
tled to the salisfaction of all con-
cerned or interested. The motor on the
transom is as much a matter for argu-
ment as it has been at any time during
the eight-year history of boat-trailer-
ing.

Good practice or not, however, most
owners will eventually keep their
motors on the transom, ashore as well
as afloat. The owner of a higher-horse-
power motor finds it to be discouraging
to lift 100-pounds-plus of machinery at
every launching and loading; the own-
er of a lower-norsepower motor will
nol have much of a weight-lifting
problem but he will still have the in- ~ ~
convenience of attaching and detach- wﬁ
ing the motor, and the loss of even a
few minutes on the water is annoying
to even the most even-tempered boater.
Therefore; unless you are sure that you
will never have the motor on the
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{ransom while your boat is trailer-
borne, it is wise to select a trailer that
will support the boat at the transom.
If the boat is not supported in this

_ fashion, there is a danger of the hull's
¢ “developing a ‘“hook” that can destroy

L&he performance characteristics for
for which it was designed.

There are a number of auxiliary
itemis of trailer equipment. Some of
them are absolutely necessary, others
are desirable from a commonsense
viewpoint.

A hiteh, a device for attaching the
trailer to the ear, is. of course, essen-
tial.

A elamp type car hitch attached to
a substantial bumper can be satisfac-
tory if you have a boat-and-trailer rig
in the lightweight class. However, the
heavier rigs require a hiteh that at-
taches to the frame of the car for addi-
tional support and regidity.

You may want to' equip your car
with a fromt-bumper hitch if, for exam-
ple; you have a summer place and you
nuse your trailer only to put your hoat
in the water in the morning and haul
it out again in the evening. A front
hitch also enables you to use the head-
lights of your ear to illuminate Jaunch-
ing or loading operations during the
hours of darkness.

In installing the hitch, see that the
ball support for the trailer tongue is
perpendicular. If it's not, you will have
difficulty in securing the trailer tongue
socket when you hitch up.

A safety chain is required by law in

%, some states. Even when there is no
legal requirement a chain (costing a
dollar or less) is an item that can
save you trouble and grief. Attached
to the trailer and the under-carriage
of the car, a safety chain will prevent
the possibility of the trailer taking off
eross-country should there be failure
of the main hitch.

BEven the longest day of summer is
much too short for the boating enthusi-
ast, He will ugse up every hour of day-
light on the swater—and then stay
arcound to cateh the evening hreeze.
The trailer will inevitably be used at
night—and so lights are a must. There
are a number of types of lights de-
signed for boat trailer use either on the
trailer itself or on the transom of the
hoat.

One type is simply a flashlight ar-
rangement attached to a clamp which
can be fastened to the boat or frailer.
In an emergeney, a regular flashlight—
the one you carry in your car— will do.

Another type of light works off your
automobile battery and serves as a
stop-light as well as a tail-light. Only
a few minutes are reguired to install
a socket in the trunk of your car.
When you are using your trailer, you
run an extension out of the trunk and
_plug in the trailer light; when you are

i not using (the trailer, the extension is

=i cked into a corner of the trunk.

If you plan to make long trips or if

vour storage is of the outdoor type,

you will need a tarpaulin. It is discour-
aging, to say the least, to be all set to
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start for the launching site and then
discover that last night's rainstorm
has put several inches of water in your
hoat — or to encounter rain en your
way to or returning from the water-
front. Your marine dealer can supply
you with a tarpaulin especially design-
ed for your boat.

You can become an expert in trailer
handling and maneuvering with just
4 little practice. Simply apply the same
type of good judgment and eommon
sense you would use in driving your au-
tomopile,

Backing up the trailer while it is at-
tached to the car is the only really
tricky maneuver. And even that will
become second nature to you if you
remember this: If you want the trailer
to go to your left (as you face the
firont of the car) turn the car's steer-
ing wheel to the right; if you want the
trailer to go te your right, turn the
steering wheel to your left.

You will probably become s0 accus-
tomed to the overland use of your
trailer that you will tend to forget that
it is attached to the car. This can be
embarragsing if you do not allow for
the length of the trailer and boat be-
hind you in passing other vehicles on
the open road—that is, if you cut in
too sharply—or in making turns. The

" trailering enthusiast who compiled this

material makes it a practice always to
give two “beeps’ to his automobile
horn when passing—one “beep!” for his
automobile and the other for the trailer
behind him; he also believes, probably
without justifieation; that the driver of
the vehicle he ig passing will get the
idea that something more than just
another automobile is about to pass.

Trailer manufacturers test their prod-
uets at high speeds, but they do not
recommend that the purchaser pull his
trailer at the maximum speed built into
it. Posted speed limits are usually safe
enough for trailer operation under good
conditions of visibility and roadbed.
However, it is wise to operate at some-
what under the legal limit, especially
when traffic is heavy. The reason is the
simple one that a car-and-trailer com-
hination is actually two veHicles. Fur-
thermore, the weight of the trailer and
boat behind the automobile requires
slightly more braking action than an
automobile alone when a stop is neces-
gary. One of the first things a new
owner should determine, in a test drive,
is just exactly how mueh brake action
and road space is required for stop-
ping.

Racking the trailer should, of course,
always be done at low speed, since
damage to the trailer, the boat, the
hitch or the automobile can result if
the trailer jackknifes while the rig is
moving at 4 fast pace.

Before starting overland with your
rig, you should follow a simple check-
list procedure covering, at least, the
following:

Check the tie-down eguipment to be
sure that it is secure; a bouncing hoat
will almost certainly become a damaged
boat.

(See Quer)
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Complete Catalog
OLE&N  designs

MW KITS - - - State your
COMPTON, CALIF.

equirements or send

marine

BOX 568B

HENRY H. FULLER
Parts & Services

for

SR & PR RACING MOTORS

“Better Than Ever For 1955"
WRITE FOR CATALCG
2317 STERLING AVENUE
{MDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI

WISECO

e Hi Dome Racing Pistons
e Special Parts
e Precision Cylinder Grinding

Write for Catalogue Parts & Services for
Racing; Service & Modified Motors

CLYDE WISEMAN

30200 LAKELAND BLVD., WICKLIFFE, OHIO

VAN PELT  Unihy

UTILITY
Sparkling performance
Phenomenal SPEEDS
No matter what you drive you

can do better with a
VAN PELT BOAT
TROPHY WINNERS EVERYWHERE

Send 25¢ for Photos and Description
Address Art Van Pelt
Van Pelt Boat Co., Spring Lake 1, Mich.
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BOAT SPEEDOMETER

Only $3.95

® No Installation Necessaryl
® Carry I+ With You Any Place

® Accurafely Records Speeds 5 to
35 M. P. H

® Can Be Used on Any Boatl

No maintenance, no wear with the amazing
Speed-Wand., Use in =alt water or fresh.
Sent COD. Or remit with order to save
COD charges. Send $3.95 today, You be the
judge—iull refund within 10 days if not
enthusiastically pleased! THE SO'WESTER,
Box 2261-8, Cap. Sta., Austin 11, Tex.

e ‘%d %luable C(Bool’z.
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REMEMBER WHEN. ..

ILL GET THIS MOTOR
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e\ Fnformation on; FOR EVERY
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Motorhott N Seeingivo Motor  DRIVER
Racing | ?’mperﬁmpeﬂm $320
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VAN PELT BOAT CO. Spring Lake ], Mich.

BOAT PATTERNS

Build it Yourself at

'y the: cost with our

., cut-tochape  Boal
Blueprints, 71438
illustrated

1955

Skifls,
Badts, 506, M C & S0
Saer, befter 1955 ' How I‘U Bulld Boats”
Palywea Houseboat Plans, §12,

CLEVELAND BOAT BLUEPRINT CO.
Dept, 85 9400 Steinway Clevaland' 4, Ohio

Wear a REAL

g CRASH HELMET

Lika Race Drivers and Jat Pllots
lastic hel in
OF eiid ehlra uABoned with saft
" “sponge-rubber, ‘Is adiustable for
erfect fit, Protects sguinat hard
A mps while riding Hleyﬂnl Motor
Hikes, Motore: 'I Mo tern,
Moter Boata n, .u-
Wear it !w Safety!
« Money Back Guerantes!  anily

cTS l'.ﬂHPAIY 53’.

e Ave.
Chicezo ll Illhnl- Depl. BS

'EXPLORE RIVERS, SHOALS

and unboated waters,
® s With new *'lackass'
moving bracket, you
move motor up-down
instantly, reduce draft
0%, avoid damage.
(Makes your boat shal-
* low-draft), Write for
leafiet to:

“JACKASS MARINE”
Eagle Point, Oregon

Electronic Dynamic Balancing
Crankshofts, flywheels, entire engines.
Inboards, cutboards, stock cars, race cars,
sport cars.
Complete hop up of A and B modified stock
aleohol jobs.
Prompt Service Reasonable Prices
SOUTHEAST VIBRATION BALANCING
Phone 22088 4356 Bethwood Circle, Jacksonviile, Fla.

WATER SKIS
Write: for big FREE illusirated cotalog of most
complete: line of Water Skis, Ski Kits, bindings
and occessories.

Send As5¢ today for Big New 1955 Marine
Caralog all of illusivitiony and infermation.
I. E. Debbold Marine Supply Co.
10366 Long Beach Blvd., Lynwood, Cal.
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Breaking Bottlenecks

( Continwed from Preceding Puage)

See that the safety chain is hooked
up.

Check the ball socket coupler to see
that it is tight, and locked. Most trailer
couplers have a safety latch to prevent
the coupler from becoming loose while
underway.

If you are to travel at night, you
will, of course, want to connect your
tail and stoplights. Many boat owners
strip the boat transom with reflective
tape—a good idea, since you can never
tell when the tail-light might go out.

Be sure that the boat is perched
properly on the supporting cradles so
that its weight and stress is borne by
the trailer.

Preventive maintenance for your
trailer is a simple matter—so sinmple
that lack of maintenance is inexcus-
able.

Most trailer manufacturers use high
speed type bearings and recommend
the use of wheel bearing grease and
nothing else. Lubrication of trailer
wheel bearings with waterpump grease
or transmission grease—which seem
to be preferred by some service station

. attendants—will cause the bearings to

overheat and burn out.

As in the case with your automobile
tires, your trailer tires reguire an oc-
casional ehecking for air pressure. Un-
der-inflation causes excessive tive wear

All movable parts, such as rollers,
the winch and coupler, should have an
occasional eiling.

When rust begins to appear, it should
be scraped or wire-brushed and the
surface repainted. -

Moedern automobile insurance policies
normally cover small trailers used by
private individuals without additional
premium, but it is wise to check with
the company issuing your policy.
Trailers designed for boat hauling are
covered under the 0.B.C.
program.

For safety’'s sake, when loading or
launching a boat, you should remain
at the tongue; this: is especially im-
portant where there is an incline at
the launching area. Accidents have
been reported involving persons in the
process of loading or unloading a boat.
In the majority of these cases, the op-
erator was either along side or at the
rear of the trailer. With teday's trailers
it is not necessary to be'at the rear of
the trailer at any time.

For the amphibious beater who pre-
fers to transport his boat along atop

insurance

his car instead of trailing: it behind.

there are approximately 25 manufac-
turers of auto-top boat carriers and
some 100 manufacturers of auto-ton
boats ready to do business with him.
(Final article in this series will appear
in the September issue of BOAT SPORT-

“Lawnehing Ramps & Outbourd Mari-
nus”-—on the newsstands August 1st,)
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EVERY ISSUE OF BOAT SPORT
IS LIKE A

BOAT SHOW

But you won't have to buck the crowds if you
place your standing order with your favorite
news dealer to hold each issue for you, or
subscribe now and each issue will be delivered
unfolded in an envelope to your door! For the
next 5 issues just enclose a dollar bill in an BOAT SPORT MAGAZINE, Dept. BS8-55

215 Fourth Ave., New York 3, N. Y.
envelope addressed to:

\

DEBBOLD MARINE ENGlNES'
CONVERSION KITS

FOR FORD AND MERCURY
V-8 ENGINLES
Manufactured by the World
Renown Speedboat
Hardware Manufacturer

For smooth, powerful and dependable
service, Debbold offers for the first
time converted for marine use V-8 Ford,
factory rebuilt engines. Completely as-

c HA M P'o " S A B ERS FOR YOUR PLEASURE Egnmvt::rego:ndEffuqi;Lﬁgﬁ? giiglbgr;s _Elf?:\?; FoR YO"RJ:L;?QR%R SPEEDBOAT

¢« No toil standing + High in pleasure outlets, hose and clamps, bolts, studs,

Also ‘aveilable for early délivery

ever manufactured. Our Engine Kit in-

cludes 2-round water cooled exhaust -
CHECK THESE FACTS manitolds, set of 4-engine hangers, 100 HP V-8 FORD
: 4 5 50 . o Eataty for the Tomily with gumgbbrackets and pump plate covers, OR MERC“RY
. eeds up to 50 m v -rubber impeller water pumps, 2-pump
P P - P o plenty of eomfort pulleys, 1A2m3!1 crankpsha%trpui{ey, MARINE ENGINE CONVERSION KIT
* Baoms from 63""ito 72 + Built with the finest of matericl 1 V-belt, 1-generator bracket, 1-carb. |  Alsa for above | now oNLY
5 Bursardiheey stabilily o bow incost tilt plate, 1-approved flame arrester, (BNEines a genuine

all water lines and connections, water

nuts and washers, and a genuing marine

READY FOR THE WATER reverse gear "not the inferior automo-

tive cnrwp.rted transmission.'

Marine R
158"
Now reduced to
$170.

12/ 14/ 16

Sparts Utility $475.00 $575.00 $675.00 B ‘Sz“ H.EEDNJEE?ORHTE&NATMRE:NE
EE R $550.00 $650.00 $750.00

sﬁ;; vm]j:;lfuxns el $291.00 15400 EVERY‘I’HING TO EQUIP YOUR CRUISER, SPEED-

BOAT OR FULL RACING HYDRO OR RUNABOUT,
We manufacture-and distribute the largest selection of

bocld

marine eguip t for the

of inboard power boats.

— 14’ — 16’ Inboards, Hydres, Raecing Runabouts

' E. Debbold’s Marine Supply C
CONTACT YOUR NEAREST DEALER ‘OR 10366 Long Beach Blvd., lynwocd 4 Calit:

!
SEND 25¢ FOR OUR LATEST BROCHURE : Please send marine catalog. My 35¢ 1o be refunded first purchase.
!
1
1
1

Name

CHAMPION BOATS

1524 West 15th Street, Dept. 2-B
Long Beach, California, Phone 35-5606

Address
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DYNA-FLOAT SUSPENSION
GIVES YOU A
VIBRATION FREE RIDE!

So smooth, so quiet, so exhilarating vou'll feel airborne!
See your Mercury dealer for a demonstration. Ten
models for 1955 from 5 to 40 h.p. ... for every purpose
and every purse...all with Full Jeweled Power.*

Mark 55E MercElectric — World's Only 4 Cylinder
in Line Qutboard — 40 plus h.p. Alternate Firing
Thunderbolt Engine. Reverse Gear and Neutral —
Exclusive 12-volt Electric Starter and Generator

Mark 25— 18 h.p. Alternate Twin Hurricane
Engine — Reverse Gear and Neutral

COMPLETE ENGINE SILENCING —
quietness without power loss

DYNA-FLOAT SUSPENSION—floats the engine on rubber,
mounted in shear, to keep vibration away from your boat.

MERCHROMATIC 2 TONE COLOR COMBINATIONS —
another Mercury “first”!

*Ball and Raller
Beorings Threughout

Features of: Mercury
matars are prafeded by
issued ar pending
patents

Write for FREE illustrated catalog
@© 1955 KIEKHAEFER CORPORATION, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin




